GMA: Lanao del Norte attacks doomed peace talks sorsra 


SARS ‘virus’ : : : ] 4-day vacation coming 
attacks 3 AR y ipi T à { е 
d ! } | 


computers 


WASHINGTON—A Ё 1 E Ў A DAY after Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
new Internet virus be- 


eed. я | #4 Tomastoid workers to expect an austere 

Tels about he SARS J| Labor Day--no new incendves “Mala: 

jj epidemic, duping y : : | cafiang announced а sop, at least for 
1 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


J} computer users to some government workers 

download programs 
that can replicate ата 
sarsiat7 D 


The Palace yesterday declared May 2a 
FEARLESS VIEWS $ non-working holiday for state employees 
= x panem m 4 DAYIAVT. 


BALANCED 


IUE reu e E E 


email: feedback@inquirer.com.ph Saturday, April26,2003 жж  B6pages / lisections / vol.18 / no.137 PIS 


website: wwwing7.net 


P ‘no longer SARS-free’ 


Samar 
woman 
RP’s 4th 
SARS case 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—The 47-year- 
old woman known only by initials 
JP was announced to be the 
Philippines’ fourth SARS сазе. 
She was admitted under heavy 
guard to the Eastern Visayas Re- 
gional Medical Center (EVRMC) 
late yesterday afternoon. 

‘At least eight Special Weapons 
‘and Tactics policemen escorted the 
ambulance that took JP and a team 
from the Deparment of Health- 
Eastern Visayas (DOH-8) to the hos- 
pital. They were armed with M-16 
rifles and on board two multicabs. 

DOH regional director Mila Ba- 
cus said JP was classified as a prob- 
able SARS case because she had a 
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Dayrit named 


anti-SARS czar 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
last night gave Health Secretary 
Manuel Dayrit sweeping powers 
to contain SARS in the country. 
“So Manolet will be the anti- 
SARS czar,” Ms Macapagal said 
after reading her Executive Or- 
der, which was still being drafted 
as of press time, 
Dayrit’s powers were laid out 
DAYRIT/ AI 


Iraq deputy 
prime minister 
yields to US 


BAGHDAD—Iraq's deputy pre- 
mier Tariq Aziz has surrendered, 
becoming the best known figure 
of the ousted regime to be in 
coalition custody, the US military 
said yesterday. In the United 
States, President George W. Bush 
responded to reporters’ shouted 
questions about Aziz's fate with a 
smile and a thumbs-up sign. 

And in a TV interview, Bush for 
the first time suggested Baghdad 
may have already destroyed the 
missing weapons of mass destruc- 
tion (WMD) used to justify the 
war in Iraq. 

In Britain, Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's office described Aziz's de- 
tention as "a welcome develop- 


‘Aziz, 67, was the only Chris- 
tian in Saddam's inner circle, 
most of whom were Sunni Mus- 
Jims like Saddam. He served as 
foreign minister during the 1991 
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WILL THE GAMES BEGIN? “Palaro,” the annual sports event that draws 5,000 student athletes, is scheduled to be held here, the P500-M 
Mindanao Civic Center in the Lanao del Norte capital of Tubod, which is only two municipalities away from Maigo, the site of a fierce MILF 
offensive on Thursday. There are now grave doubts И the center built especially for the Palaro on May 4-1 | will push through even as the 

province has been aspiring to host the games since 1977. 
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Rumors аге super spreader of SARS 


By the PDI Mindanao, 
Northern, Central and 
Southern Luzon Bureaus 


RUMORS, baseless or not, are 
spreading much faster than the 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome (SARS) and creating more 
trouble and alarm than the 


dreaded disease itself 

People returning from jobs in 
or trips to places abroad that have 
been hit by SARS become objects 
of suspicion and worse, discrimi- 
nation. 

Local government authorities 
are kept busy trying to parry re- 
ports that SARS has reached their 


doorsteps. 

Та Baao, Camarines Sur, resi- 
dents expressed alarm following 
the arrival of an OFW from 
Macau, China who was taken toa 
hospital shortly after returning 
home. 

According to the town's health 
authorities, the woman manifest- 


ed symptoms of SARS like high 
fever. 

But Dr. Ferchito Avelino, chief 
of the regional epidemiology and 
surveillance unit, dismissed ru- 
mors that the woman had SARS. 

“We don't have any confirmed 
report yet of any SARS cases from. 

RUMORS/AS 


DOH: Three 
cases from 
abroad, 

one local 


By Armand N. Nocum 


AFTER insisting for days 
that certain persons afflict- 
ed with atypical pneumonia 
were merely “probable” 
SARS cases, Health Secre- 
tary Manuel Dayrit an- 
nounced yesterday that the 
Philippines was “no longer 
a SARS-free country.” 

Dayrit said the “local transmis- 
sion” of the Severe Acute Respira- 
tory Syndrome from Adela Cata- 
lon, 46, to her father Mauricio 
Catalon, 74, had been confirmed 
through an autopsy of the man's 
body. 

Mauricio died April 22, and 
‘Adela April 14. 

“Autopsy findings released late 
[Thursday] showed that {Mauri- 
cio} had cancer in the abdomen. 
However, the lungs showed bron- 
chopneumonia, which could 
have been the immediate cause of 
death, Dayrit said at a press 
briefing at the Department of 
Health. 

He said the DOH had earlier 
classified Mauricio only as a sus- 
pected SARS case because the X- 
rays were "not definitive of pneu- 
monia." 

Dayrit also announced that the 
Philippines—the ninth country in 
the world to be classified as "SARS- 
infected" —had a new SARS case in 
the person of a 47-year-old woman 
who returned to her native Eastern 
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WHO fears horrifying epidemic if virus spreads ... 


OH, OH, French PM Jean-Pierre Raffarin coughs in the 
presence of his host, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. + 


MINDORO MURDERS 


DOJ report pins blame on military 


By Michael Lim Ubac, 
lartin Marfil 

and Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 

РШ Southern Luzon Bureau 


THE MILITARY was behind Mon- 
day's abduction and brutal killing 
of two human rights leaders in 
Oriental Mindoro, a highly 
placed source in the justice de- 


partment said yesterday. 

The source told the Тилди 
that the Department of Justice 
had found evidence proving that 
the — military—not vigilante 
groups—summarily executed 
Eden Marcellana and Eddie Gu- 
manoy. 

Asked whether Col. Jovito Pal- 
paran, chief of the Army's 204th 


BEIJING—A World Health Organization 
official said SARS could become a horri- 
fying epidemic if it spread in China's 
provinces or in nations like India and 


\ Bangladesh, where people live cheek-by- 


jowl and medical facilities are poor. 
With rumors over the epidemic of Se- 
ге Acute Respiratory Syndrome reach- 
fever pitch, the Beijing government 
mally denied the city was to be placed 
der martial law. 
But on the streets, police manned 
adblocks to prevent sick people from 
leeing, prices of foodstuffs in markets 
urged and students were banned from 
leaving the capital for the May Day 
holidays. Authorities also sealed off 
another major Chinese hospital. 
“There will be various countries in 
the world where we would be really 
concerned because we don't think 
they have the capacity to stem фе 
tide once itis introduced,” WHO of- 
ficial Wolfgang Preiser told re- 
porters in Shanghai. 
“It may have happened already, 
ме don't know.” 
Cai Fuchao, head of the city’s 


WHO/AIS 


Infantry Brigade in Oriental Min- 
doro, and his men killed Marcel- 
lana and Gumanoy, the source 
said: “It is possible." 

Palparan was ordered relieved 
yesterday, but both Camp 
Aguinaldo officials and Palparan 
himself denied the order. "I is not 
a relief but a temporary pullout 
from the position to give way for 


a fair investigation," the contro- 

versial colonel said. 
Undersecretary Jose Calida, 
the head of a five-man team 
tasked to look into the case, re- 
fused to categorically blame the 

deaths on Palparan, 
Calida's team arrived yesterday 
from its fact-finding mission in Ori- 
DO)REPORT/ A4 


people who have been ordered to stay put for two weeks. 


Braganza to go on leave; 
offer to quit not accepted 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
has not accepted Press Secretary 
Hernani Braganza's reported of- 
ferto resign. 

Braganza will instead go on 
“medical leave” and use the 
respite to mull over his future in 
the administration, Braganza's 
closest aides said yesterday. 

“He'll be reflecting on what 
may lie ahead for him in the Cabi- 


net. As he has stated in his resig- 
nation letter, he can continue 
helping the administration in a 
private capacity,” said one Palace 
source, 

Presidential spokesperson 1. 
nacio Bunye yesterday confirmed 
that Braganza had resigned for 
reasons of health but "it was not 
accepted.” 
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An MILF extortion 


operation, 


‘THE MILITARY yesterday said the 
„ attacks in Lanao del Norte by the 
Š separatist Moro Islamic Libera- 
Ў tion Front was an attempt at ex- 
& tortion by the rebels, 
$ _ This was the theory of Armed 
'orces chief Gen. Narciso Abaya 
who noted that the assault came 
» just days before the start of the 
i Palarong Pambansa sports com- 
+ petition in the province. (See re- 
lated story on Page A23.) 

The military also claimed that 
the attacks were also meant to em- 
barrass the government at a time it 
is trying to restart stalled peace 
talks with the Muslim separatists, 


Palarong Pambansa 

"We look at it as an attempt to 
disrupt the Palarong Pambansa, 
started by Commander Bravo who 
was asking for protection money. 
When the local government officials 
did not succumb to the extortion, 
that’s what he did,” Abaya said. 
Bravo is the alias of Abdurah- 
. man Macapaar, a ranking MILF 
* leader in Lanao del Norte. 
* Abaya, who spoke to reporters 
at the formal opening of Ba- 
likatan 03 joint military exercises. 
with the United States in Camp 
ee yesterday, said the 
amount being demanded by Bra- 


says AFP 


voran into the millions of pesos. 

He said that before the attacks, 
the military had received reports 
from local officials that the MILF 
was asking for millions of pesos in 
protection money but that offi- 
cials refused their demands. 

Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes 
meanwhile said the attacks were 
meant to embarrass some govem- 
ment officals, “particularly per- 
haps the Lanao del Norte officials 
because we have this Palarong 
Pambansa supposed to be held 
from May 4 to 11 in Tubod.” 


Beefed up 

The military has beefed up forces 
along the stretch of the national 
highway in Lanao del Nore that 
had been attacked by the rebels. 

“Of course, we know that in 
Lanao del Norte, that's where most 
ofthe power generating plants are, 
so the military units there have 
been directed to see to it that we 
are able to restore normalcy and 
that the power generating facilities 
there are secured," Reyes said. 

About 500 to 700 MILF rebels 
participated on the assault, at- 
tacking two government outposts, 
bombing a nearby bridge and 
strafing a passenger bus. Martin P 
Marfil with a report from AP 
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GMA: Lanao attacks 
doomed peace talks 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday vowed to un- 
leash “firm counter-force” against Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front rebels who launched near-simultaneous attacks on 
two towns in Lanao del Norte last Thursday even as she in- 
dicated the assault may have doomed the peace process. 
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She denounced the attacks 
that left 16 people dead and at 
least 12 injured in the towns of 
Kolambugan and Maigo as a 
“travesty of the peace process." 

“The perpetrators are terribly 
mistaken if they think they can ob- 
tain concessions in the peace talks 
by this dastardly act,” the President 
said as she ordered “firm counter- 
force, active defense ofthe affected 
communities and safeguarding of 
civilians caught in the crossfire.” 

‘The President said her admin- 
istration would not be distracted 
from its “main task of peace and 
development.” 

“I have launched a massive 
program of interrelated social, 
economic and cultural measures 
that will strike deep into the roots 
ofthe conflict," she said 

The President launched the 
Mindanao National Initiative, also 
known as the Mindanao Natin pro- 
gram, during the 1st Muslim Sum- 
mit held in Manila last Thursday. 

Mindanao Natin is funded with 
P5.5 billion and will-cover 5,000 
barangays of the Autonomous Re- 
sion in Muslim Mindanao, western 
and northern Mindanao, Lanao del 
Norte and Damulog, Bukidnon. 

"We shall fight despair with 
hope, wielding superior vigi 
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lence, relentless upliftment of the. 
poor and peace diplomacy" Ms 
Macapagal said. 

But MILF leaders, who have 
Justified rebel attacks as part of 
their “continuing active defense 
against military forces,” said they 
were still committed to a peaceful 
solution to the decades-old con- 
flict in Mindanao. 

Government and MILF nego- 
tiators met in Kuala Lumpur in 
late March and agreed to take sig- 
nificant steps to jump-start the 
stalled formal peace talks, includ- 
ing the exercise of “mutual re- 
straint” in military actions. 


‘Remain committed’ 

"We remain committed, deter- 
mined and optimistic for a peaceful. 
solution of the problem and have 
been religiously observing all the 
agreements between us and the 
government,” said Ghazali Jaafar, 
the MILF chief for political affairs. 

While Jaafar talked peace, 
however, a ranking MILF leader in 
Lanao del Norte said the attacks 
were in response to military offen- 
sives against the separatist group. 

Abdurahman Macapaar, ali 
commander Bravo, said the at- 
tacks on the two Lanao towns last 
Thursday had been ordered by 
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MILF chair Salamat Hashim. 

He said фе civilian casualties 
‘were not intentional but “collateral 
damage." At least 12 civilians, in- 
cluding a 3-year-old boy, were in- 
jured when the rebels attacked a 
police detachment, bombed а near- 
by bridge, strafed a passenger bus 
and tried to overrun a town hall 
‘Reality’ 

“People will continue to be 
caught in the crossfire unless the 
government becomes sincere in 
negotiating with us. The reality is 
that the government says one thing 
and does the opposite,” said Bravo. 

Jaafar accused government 
chief negotiator Jesus Dureza of in- 
serting a phrase and annotations in 
the minutes of the March 28 ex- 
ploratory talks in Kuala Lumpur 
which allegedly altered the origi- 
nal meaning of the document. 

“It was a very minor act but 
enough to destroy the whole pro- 
cess if unchecked,” Jaafar told 
dxMS radio here. 

MILF spokersperson Eid Ka- 
balu said thet what the MILF real- 
ly wanted were rwo simple 
words: sincerity and faithfulness. 

“Once these are destroved and 
lost, the whole process will col- 
lapse, God forbid because it would 
mean blood in Mindanao,” he said. 

Lawyer Lanang Ali, the head of 
the MILF panel at the Kuala Lumpur 
meeting, said Dureza revised some 
items in the minutes without the 
knowledge of the MILF panel and 


demanded 
money and 


bus on the 


dawn assault told 
similar ^ accounts 
They seid civilians, 
many of whom never 
had a chance to plead 


bile phones 
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for their lives, were mei 
Arcadio said that many of the attackers had 


the host country, Malaysia, 

“when the document reached 
Dureza, he inserted some new 
phrases in the document that 
changed the meaning and intent 
of the provisions,” Ali said, 
adding there was no way the an- 
notated document would be ap. 
proved again because the ex- 
ploratory talks were over. 

Durez however, insisted his 
marginal notes and annotations 
‘were still subject to approval by both 
sides and the secretariat in Malaysia. 

Ali said Dureza had added a 
phrase relating to recourse to 
Philippine judicial processes 
“which for us means going to 
court.” This was not discussed in 
the meeting, he said. 


Footnotes 

The other footnotes that 
Dureza allegedly inserted indi- 
cated that the governments 
"(does) not recognize MILF 
camps now when both sides have 
acknowledged all MILF camps in 
an agreement in February 1999 
and October 1999," said Ali 

Не айй this would render useless 
all ceasefire agreements referring to 
MILF camps, ensuring more future. 
armed confrontations between gov- 
emment and MILF forces, Ali sid, 
Reports front Carlito Pablo, Metro 
Manila and Edwin Q. Fernandes, 
Ryan D. Rosauro, Grace Cantal- 
Albasin, Christine Godinez-Orteya 
and Charlie C. Seiiase, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


‘Massacre, plain banditry’ 


OZAMIZ CITY—Many of the civilians caught 
їп the midst of the separatist Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front attacks on Kolambugan and 
Maigo towns in Lanao del Norte on Thursday 
describe the death of the unarmed vietims as 
a "massacre and plain banditry" 

Jeny Arcadio, a driver taken hostage by the 
attacking rebels, told dxOC radio here that the 
separatist label for the MILF was a misnomer. 

Arcadio recounted how his boss, business- 
man Rally Falame, was ordered to step out of 
his vehicle at the highway in Kulasihan and 
shot. Before Falame was killed, the rebels had 
executed five other civilians. 

Kulasihan residents who witnessed the 


ssly shot 


that the civilians give them their 
Jewelry. 


Cleofe Amora, who was among 13 employ- 
ees and officials of Tangub City traveling in a 


Kolambugan-Maigo stretch of the 


national highway, said the passengers initially 
thought the men who flagged down their bus 
were friendly troops. 

"But when they got in the bus and asked for 
our jewelry, that's the time we started to wor- 
ту” she said. 

Renato Ramos, a Tangub bus driver, recalled 
thar the rebel commander had ordered the pas- 
sengers to “surrender” the SIM cards of their mo- 


but the rebel fighters demanded that. 


they give up their money and jewelry as well 
Ryan D. Rosauro, Lullie А. Micabalo and Grace 
Cantal-Albasin, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
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Ka Roger admits 
recruitment drive 


LUCENA CITY—The 
New Peoples Army 
rebels have intensi- 
fied their recruitment 
activities not only in 
Southern Luzon but 
also all over the coun- 
ty, communist 
spokesperson Grego- 
tio “Ka Roger” Rosal 
admitted yesterday. 
“Gen. Alfonso 
Dagudag was right. 
We're really presently 
launching our mas- 
sive recruitment op- 
erations of potential 
Red fighters. Irs a 
neverending work for 
the revolutionary 
forces. Each NPA 
front averages at least 
500 new recruits ey- 
егу year" Rosal told 
the Inquirer in a cel- 
lular phone interview. 
He was reacting to 
the revelation made 
by Maj. Gen. Alfonso 
Dagudag, the newly 
installed top officer of 
Armed Forces South- 
em Luzon Unified 
Command based in 
Camp Nakar here. 
However, Rosal 


needed firepower,” 
he added. 

While touring dif- 
ferent military units 
in Bicol, Dagudag 
‘warned against the 
"massive recruit- 
ment" being conduct- 
ed by several NPA 
frons in Southern 
Luzon. 

The МРАЗ new re- 
cruits usually come 
from farmers, work- 
ers, youths and stu- 
dents. Delfin T. Mal- 
lari Jr: PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 
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pointed out that even 
if recruitment of new 
rebel is much easier, 
providing them with 
fighting arms is an- 
other. 

“There is no other 
way to arm the new 
recruits but to also 
stage tactical offen- 
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sives against police 
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ment for the much 


NO INTEREST 5 
NO DOWN 
NO KIDDING * 


CITYLAND% $ 

AE a 

EXECUTIVE $. 
| TOWER 


7652 Dra Roa St Pio del Par, Malt Cy 
тей, Ofen Coa and eset Coenen 


‘OWN A UNIT 
for as low as 


P6,800 


monthly 
«rect buyers only 


812-2222 + 245-6565 * 818-888 


www.cityland.net 


Terracotta Pots 


657 


Buy1Set Таке 2 Sets 


Imported Plastic Pots 


Buy 2 Bundles Таке 1 Bundle 


Mother's Day Special 
Е 


Buy Take 


Scented Potpourri 


Reg, Price P 299.75 
Member Price P 250 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


na 


Ebdane says PNP revamp necessary 


CAMP OLIVAS, Pampanga—Director 
General Hermogenes Ebdane Jr, Philip- 
pine National Police chief, defended the 
PNP reorganization that began on Friday, 
saying it is needed to achieve a “profes- 
sional and result-oriented PNE" 

The reorganization, however, still 
does not have the final approval of the 
National Police Commission. 

Ebdane was here Friday during the 
turnover rites between Chief Supt. Os- 
car Calderon, outgoing Central Luzon 


` Analgesic/Antipyretic 
{Para sa kirot, lagnat о trangkaso) 


police director, and his replacement, 
Chief Supt. Vidal Querol. 

‘The reorganization will take place in 
the other regions starting Monday, 
Ebdane told some 1,000 officers and 
personnel gathered at this camp's gym- 
nasium. 

Ebdane cited the "superb perfor- 
mance" of Calderon in leading the 
PNP's "premier region." 

“We need a dynamic, valiant organi- 
zation... one that has its feet on the 


SINCE 1986 


ground... that can adjust and adapt to 
the realities and situations," Ebdane 
said, 

Ebdane told the Inoumer that the re- 
organization had “looked into the po- 
tentials ofall officers.” 

“This is the start of putting the people 
in the right places," he said. 

Ebdane said he did not see any prob- 
Jem on proceeding without the Napol- 
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the HP Color Loses! fomily. Fos, easy reliable ond mos! of all, affordable, hoy ro the perfec! soluons hol wil provide 
the colour your business needs, Plus, from March 7 to April 30, 2003, avery purchase of an HP Color Laserjet 25001, 
4600, or a 5500 gels you a Nike Presto wrist watch! So who! more con you ask for? Colour your business beyond 
сопс your HP deler today. 
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Sell Your Excess Stocks & Used Items! 
* Blecronics* Furniture * Paintings * Home Decors, ec. 
New Arrivals! PENTIUM II Laptops 
Pentium Il 266-300 Mhz 
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[Sound Card 


bp Color LaserJet 5500 


* Sau ander [upredocda to A 16MB) 
* aloe mubpurpoa ry 


$ бамодайа ма epson 
} ШЕ 1284conplion prol prt 


"183,000 


on oaa 6732887. 1894830» Ian Comma, syns 
ea Зе sich ech Corp 740041 
E Сыр} АТАМ”. Zambio Systems 


Seat he quad decumen pono shee 
E 
БОЕРИ 


tala: он Маза Май во cor Show Bind., 


‘he ране shud ba mada wai acai of Merch? 2, Stone er Ma Edo es Shan He 


Sider hp Eoia Wart Rowe рае Diog 
WOO tus Pana oed Сү Copa Hedge 


com's final approval, 

"I'm an ex-officio member of the 
Napolcom. I'm the one giving orders (at 
the PNP) and Napoleom is а collegial 
body,” he told the Iuuen. 

According to him, the PNP's priority 
is to eliminate organized crimes in- 
volved in kidnapping, bank robberies 
and illegal drugs. Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 
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Plus many more items on sale awaiting you! Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! 
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‘I was awakened from sleep, I thought I heard him calling me’ 


= LOYOLA STUDENT CENTER 


Offerings 
+ KINDER & PREP SUMMER COURSES 
+ MATH, ENGLISH & SCIENCE COURSES for Grade School, High School Students 
+ EXCLUSIVE HIGH SCHOOL & SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
ENTRANCE TEST REVIEW 
+ COLLEGE MATH & SCIENCE ADVANCED COURSES 
: Summer Comprehensive College Entrance Test Review 
Venues : 
+ Katipunan (beside National Book Store) 
* Unit 828 Cily & Land Mega Plaza Condominium, Ortlgas Canter 
- ISO Bldg. (Ateneo campus) 
* Suite 18-C, 15/F Rufino Pacific Tower, International Review Center 
6784 Ayala Ave., corner Herrera St., Makati City 
+ CAP Development Center, Legaspi Village, Makati City 


“UPCAT REVIEW (Weekends of June & July) 
For Inquiries, please call 


929-9283 - 920-7644 - 687-4608 
*£50 Reniewer books available at all Rational Book Store branches 


Celebrating the World’s Tastiest Bangus 


By Gerald G. Lacuarta 


"WILL you be able to accept it if I 
come home in a casket?” 

These were the haunting last 
words of slain peasant leader Eddie 
Gumanoy, spoken to his wife Maria, 
before he and 10 others left for Orie 
tal Mindoro to investigate the killings 
and abductions of farmers in the 
province. 

"He was a loving husband and a 
good father,” said Maria Gumanoy, 
37, as she held back tears while 
staring at the white coffin that con- 
tained Gumanoy's remains, which 
lay in state at the Church of the 
Holy Sacrifice inside the Diliman 
campus of the University of the 
Philippines. 

The Gumanoys, whose livelihood 
depends on the planting of com, 
palay and vegetables in Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas, have six children, the 
youngest being just three years old. 

Maria said she felt uneasy on the 
night of April 21. "I was awakened 
from sleep. I thought I heard him call- 
ing me from outside the house,” she 
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITI 


APRIL 25 


Mangrove Revegetation & Operation 
“Alis Sagabal" 
Eat Bulaga (segment show) 
Motorcade 
Letrato (Photography Contest & Exhibit) 
Bangus Festival 2003 Opening Ceremonies 
Pandaragupan 


Apri 27 


Tree for Life 
Lumba y Baloto 
National Invitational Tae Kwon Do 
Opening of WOW Dagupan! 


APRIL 28 


Musika Parada 
Tunes 


Extreme Games Competi 
National invitational Beach Volleyball Games 
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Mga Palaro sa Dagat 
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NEWS FLASH! 
Region I Medical Center 
ector Jesus Canto, M.D. 
confirms no SARS at all 
in Dagupan 


BELLULAR COMPANYS 


О 


derisqones py at 
Secretariat Or 
Tory уал, 
"durum 


FEEDMIX 


Fuego 


mays 


Solar Tayo Linisan Tayo 


ds 


WORLD RECORD BREAKER 


2 


BARBECUE 


told the Inquirer. 

That night, Gumanoy and at least 
four other members of a human 
rights fact-finding mission were ab- 
ducted by armed men believed to be 
soldiers along a highway in Oriental 
Mindoro, The next day, Gumanoy and 
human rights advocate Eden Marcel- 
lana, leader of the team, were found 
dead in Bansud town. 

Maria said her husband was a res- 
pected leader not only in the peasant 
sector in Southern Tagalog but even 
in Sto. Tomas, where the victim 
helped townmates as if he were a 
barangay official, 

“We lived a life of sacrifice but I 
understood what he was fighting 
for. He was a kind man, and he 
would give to others even if we had 
nothing,” Ms Gumanoy said in Fil- 
ipino. 


ЧЛ 
ИЧ 


She said two of her children vowed 
to continue Gumanoy's struggle, and 
she herself would not be threatened 
by the killing of her husband, She be- 
longs to an affiliate of Gabriela, a mil- 
itant women's organization, in Sto. 
Tomas town. 
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ental Mindoro, buta separate team 
of National Bureau of Investigation 
agents is Staying put to “follow up. 
the leads which we were able to es- 
tablish,” said Calida, 

He said the team felt unwel- 
come when they first set foot in 
the provinee. 

“But hopefully, the reign of ter- 
ror will soon end there,” he 
added. 


Suspects known 

After an eight-hour investiga- 
tion on Wednesday the team 
were able to establish the identi- 
ties of the suspects. 

“We already know who the sus- 
pects are; we know some of their 
identities, but we will not dis- 
close them yet.” 

Calida said the NBI team was 
gathering additional evidence to 
strengthen the cases to be filed 
against the murderers, 

“We believe (that) in a short 
time we will be able to crack this 
case," he added. 

Calida ruled out the involve- 
ment of vigilante groups. 

“We are not buying that be- 
cause vigilante groups don't usu- 
ally hide their identities. They 
don't wear bonnets,” said Calida 
who emphasized that these 
groups always have a leader. 

“In this case, no leader has sur- 
faced yet (to owe up to the mur- 
ders),” he said. 

Calida's team was formed on 
Wednesday by Justice Secretary 
‘Simeon Datumanong on the Pres- 
ident's orders. 

Ina press briefing, Calida said 
he had submitted a confidential 
first report to the President on 
Thursday. 

He refused to divulge the con- 
tents of his report. "Until that is 
announced, please excuse me 
from revealing the details.” 

Asked whether he had recom- 
mended the relief of Palparan, he 
said: “I believe the President has 
acted on our recommendation, and 
unt] that is officially announced I 
will not make any comment.” 

Calida said thar the initial report 
was coursed through Datu- 
manong. He said the report named 
at least five suspects in the killings. 
He did not disclose their identities, 
three of which were established 
through cartographic sketches, 


Mere transfer? 

Palparan's superiors did not 
want to use the word “relieved” 
to describe his status, saying 
merely that he had been trans- 
ferred to the office of the 2nd In- 
fantry Division chief, Maj. Gen. 
Efren Abu, which is under the 
Southern Luzon Command. 

“He is not relieved from the po- 
sition. 1 ordered (Abu) to place 
General Palparan under his office 
.. While the investigation is going 
9n," Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Narciso Abaya said. 

‘Asked for the right term to use 
in Palparan’s case, Abaya reiterat- 
ed that the officer would be as- 
signed to Abu's office. 

In a phone interview, Palparan 
told the Inguma: “I was not re- 
lieved from my Mindoro assign- 
ment Even without the order 
from my superior, 1 had already 
voluntarily refrained from making 
my presence in the island (felt) af- 
ter the unforrunate incident espe- 


Eden Marcellana's husband Orly 
said the slain human rights advocate 
was a caring wife to him and a loving 
mother to their two children, Orly is 
secretary general of the Kasama-TK, 
the peasant organization which Gu- 
manoy headed. 

Although the couple were apart 
most of the time because of their 
advocacies—with their separation 
sometimes lasting a month—Orly 
said Eden always made ita point to 
look after his welfare even through 
text messaging. He said Eden was 
meticulous with his grooming, 
buying him polo shirts and slacks 
even if he preferred jeans and 
shirts. 

The couple's two children, aged 
seven and six, also shared in their sac- 
тібсез, They had to stay with their 
grandparents because of their par- 


ents’ advocacies, 


Orly said although he was pre- 


pared for the risks that Eden faced in 
her work, he didn't expect her to die 
ahead of him. 


“I always thought that I would be 


first,” Orly told the INquIRER, 


DOJ report pins 


military 


cially when the President and my 
Commander in Chief ordered ...a 
thorough investigation,” 
"Remember, I was notin the is- 
land when the incident took 
place," he added. 
“I want the investigating body 


to proceed freely and unham- ғ 


pered,” he said. 
“This is a long-running conflict, 


We expect movement of officers," 


he said, He did not elaborate. 

Asked if he would stillretum to 
Mindoro, Palparan replied that it 
was up to his superiors. "m a 
professional soldier,” he said. 

“Modesty aside, Гуе also con- 
tributed a lot for the progress and 
development of Mindoro. I gave 
the local officials the courage to 
stand up against all adversaries 
for the good of the majority of the 
people. For sure, they will also 
miss all che things that Гуе done 
for them,” Palparan said. 
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Col, Juanito Gomez, his moet 


brigade commander, has been 
designated as the acting brigade 
commander of Palparan's 204th 
Brigade, Abaya said. 


Angry militants 

Palparan's relief or temporary 
pullout did not soothe the anger 
of human rights activists or the 
victims’ families. 

“He should be punished. They 
should jail him,” Gumanoy’s 14- 
year-old son Daniel said at the 
rally in Mendiola Bridge in Mani- 
la yesterday afternoon. 

“fe should not end there (with 
Palparan's transfer). The people 
should get justice. He should pay 
for his blood debts,” said Imelda 
Lacandazo, Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas vice chair. 

She said Palparan should have 
been relieved a long time ago 
since the abuses in Southern 
Tagalog escalated afer the 
colonel was assigned to Mindoro. 

Daniel said he did not trust the 
DOJ task force investigating the 
case, 

"Т don't believe that, That.ls 
propaganda," said Daniel, 


Lacandazo said they had filed} 


charges against Palparan before 
the Department of Justice but 
these were dismissed. 

“They will again hide the facts. 
We are doing our own investiga- 
tion," Lacandazo said, 

The protesters lighted candles 
at the foot of Mendiola Bridge. 
The remains of Gumanoy and 
Marcellana, which lie in state at 
the University of the Philippines 
chapel in Diliman, Quezon City, 
will be brought to Mendiola to- 
day for a protest march. 

‘At the Senate, the head of the 
justice and human rights commit- 
tee yesterday said his committee. 
would conduct an investigation 
into the brutal case. 

In a statement, Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan also called on the 
Commission on Human Rights to 
step up its own investigation on 
the killi 

Pengilinan said he had written 
CHR Commissioner Purificacion 
Quisumbing to ask the commis- 
sion to look into the reported ab- 
duction and torture of several hu- 
man rights workers allegedly by 
the military in Mindoro. 

Sen, Noli de Castro has already 
filed a resolution seeking an in- 
quiry into the Mindoro killings, 
With reports from Christine 
Avendaño and Philip Tubeza. 
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GIs a deterrent to terrorism—GMA 


NEARLY 4,000 troops from the Philip- 
pines and the United States launched 
their annual joint military exercises in 
Luzon yesterday ahead of planned joint 
military operations against the Abu 
Sayyaf kidnapping group in Sulu and 
‘Mindanao later this year. 

Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes said 
the two-week exercise in Luzon (Ba- 
likatan 03) would be a “pure training 
exercise” and would not include any 
operations against any armed group. 

In Malacafiang, President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo said in a statement that far from. 
‘being a magnet to terrorism, the pres- 
ence of US forces here would be an effec- 
tive deterrent "because it affirms the 
principle of transnational vigilance." 

She said opponents of the Balikatan 
exercises were being naive in thinking 
that US military presence was attract- 
ing terrorists to the country. 


“A country is more vulnerable to ter- 
ror when itis alone and without reliable 
allies,” Ms Macapagal said, 

“Let us shed off the illusion that our 
nation will be terror-free if we shed off 
our security alliance with the United 
States... This is a naive and dangerous 
thought,” she said. 

Ms Macapagal also said she expects the 
US troops to share “many valuable lessons” 
from the recent US-led war against Iraq. 

‘The war games, involving 1,200 US and 
2,500 Filipino soldiers, will be held in mili- 
tary camps in Luzon and near Metro Mani- 
Ja, They are scheduled to end on May 9. 

“The objective. .. sto ensure there is 
interoperability between the US and 
(Philippine) armed forces elements to 
respond to threats to security (and) to 
enhance the long-term capability of the 
(local) armed forces,” Reyes said. 

05 Colonel Steven Hogg, co-director 
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thought life 
insurance was 
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of the Balikatan 03 in Luzon, said it 
would "bring forth both our professional 
militaries in friendship and partnership.” 

Reyes said the exercises are not con- 
nected to the planned deployment of 
US troops in Sulu by the middle of the 
year to train Filipino soldiers in their 
fight against the Abu Sayyaf guerillas, 
called the Balikatan 03-1. 

Both the US and Philippine govem- 
ments have labelled the Abu Sayyaf as ter- 
rorists end have linked the group to the al- 
Qaida terror network of Osama bin Laden, 

Several hundred US Special Forces 
troops trained Filipino soldiers going 
after the Abu Sayyaf on the island of 
Basilan last year. 

Reyes said the schedule and details 
for the deployment of the Americans in 
Mindanao were still being ironed out 
but affirmed that they would definitely 
push through. 


‘There had been technical disagree- 
ments between Manila and Washington 
over the terms of reference governing 
the exercises in the south. 

‘The Constitution bars foreign troops 
from engaging in combat here and US 
troops in previous exercises could only 
fire back in self-defense, 

In a Radyo ng Bayan interview yes- 
terday, Presidential Spokesperson Ig- 
nacio Bunye said US soldiers were fac- 
ing some danger during the exercises 
but did not say what these dangers 
were. 

‘Asked if the security for the US sol- 
diers would be adequate, Bunye said 
"you can't give 100 percent assurance 
to those joining this kind of exercise. 
‘There are some dangers involved.” 

“But the dangers will be minimized 
as much as possible,” he added. AFP 
with a report from Dona Pazzibugan 
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iLocal politicians pose 
‘problems in rural areas 


| 
| By Armand N, Мосит 
Dr. Rainero Zamora, 

POLITICS and paranoia on the 
part of local officials, who now 

1 control local health facilities, can. 

‘undermine the governments 

! fight against SARS, 

Even Jean Marc Olive, represen- 

{ tative of the World Health Organi- 

$ zation in the Philippines, expressed. 

{:fears about how the behavior of lo- 

eal officials could affect the Philip- 

pines’ capacity to battle SARS. 

V" 4f it’s a national emergency, 
they should cooperate,” Olive 
said after learning that JB the 

| country’s fourth SARS case, had 

| earlier been refused admission at 
| the Eastern Samar Regional Med- 


Health 


cases in the rural areas. 


ical Center in Tacloban City. 
Samar 
provincial health officer, said they 
had planned to take JP to the 
EVRMC, "but local officials in Leyte 
objected to putting her there." 

Secretary Manuel 
Dayrit said local politics was 
among “the problems that we will 
be facing” in attending to SARS 


“Ideally, people [with SARS] 
should be placed in isolation at 
the regional hospitals,” he said. 
But the devolution of health ser- 
vice to local officals сап pose a 
problem, he said, considering that 
"governors and mayors are known 
to act according to their interests.” 


From page Al 
Macau,” he said. 

‘The disease, he said, won't spread in the Bicol 
region although there are “some probable cases.” 

Residents of Baao blamed a local radio sta- 
tion for airing reports about the female OFW 
who showed symptoms of SARS. 

‘The station said it got the information from the 
regional director of the Department of Health. 

Avelino, however, said the Bicol region 
doesn't have facilities to treat SARS sufferers. 

‘Quarantine checkpoints have been set up 
in the region's ports to screen passengers and 
stop the entry of SARS carriers. 

The mayor of Legazpi City has created a 
task force to monitor possible SARS cases in 
the city. 

‘The task force was formed after the arrival 
ofa Vietnamese ship created alarm. 

‘The crew of the ship Song Hang, loaded 
with 118,000 tons of rice, was subjected to 
quarantine procedures upon their arrival here, 


Feast of Mer 


From now on throughout 
the Church, the second 
Sunday of Easter will be 
called DIVINE MERCY 
SUNDAY. (Pope John Paul II, 
April 30, 2000). 

Words of our Lord to St 
Faustina: “1 want this image 
to be solemnly blessed on 
the first Sunday after 
Easter, On that day, the 
depths of My Mercy will be 
open to all. Whoever will go 
to Confession and receive 
Holy Communion on that 
day will receive complete 
forgiveness of sin and 
punishment. Mankind will 
not enjoy peace until it turns 
with confidence to My 
Mercy". 


Join us in celebrating DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 


ADMISSION IS FREE! 


April 27, 2003, Sunday from 10:00 am to 10:00pm 
Irwin Theater, Ateneo de Manila, Katipunan, Q. C. 


“A Day of Love, Mercy, Healing and Thanksgiving 


Confession starts at 10am, Holy Mass at 12nn, pm & 6pm. 
Talks, Sharings, Testimonies, Healing & Praising the whole day 


Bicol folk also expressed apprehension 
over the planned arrival of Chinese diplomats 
who are scheduled to meet local legislators. 
Councilors of Legazpi are now in Manila to 
arrange for the arrival of the Chinese delegation 
who are aboard a ship that is now in Sydney. 


Laguna 

In Sta. Cruz, Laguna, hospital authorities 
vehemently denied reports aired by a TV sta- 
tion of an OFW who arrived from Hong Kong 
and went home to Barangay Pagsawitan in 
the town. 

‘The report said the OFW was infected with 
SARS and had to be confined at the Laguna 
Provincial Hospital. 

Joyett Vitaliz, nurse at the provincial hospi- 
tal, said she was not aware of anyone being 
brought to the hospital for SARS. 

Vitaliz said the report may have been i 
tended to create panic. 

“It could have been just plain rumor,” said 
Ma. Zian Canon, a resident of Pangil, Laguna, 
of the TV report. 

OFWs who went home to Laguna from 
Hong Kong are starting to feel discrimination. 
Some said residents don't want to shake 
hands with them. 

The rumors, according to a school adminis- 
trator in Dagupan City, could be prevented 
from wreaking further havoc through a cam- 
paign to spread not rumors but “correct infor- 
mation” on SARS. 

Lawyer Gonzalo Duque, president of the 
Lyceum University, said text messages with cor- 
rect information on SARS could help prevent 
panic and teach people how to deal with SARS. 

Duque said if the phone companies could 
send out jokes, ring tones and games through 
text messaging, “why not a feature on SARS 
information?” 


For details, call or visit: DIVINE MERCY CHANNEL 
Unit 3301, Atlanta Ctr. Annapolis St., Greenhills, S.. 
Tel. No. 705-3134 to 37; Mobile No: 0920 752 1060 


“The rumors (about SARS) are killing us. 
So we are appealing to the mobile phone 
companies to help disseminate the right infor- 
mation,” Duque said. 
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Everything looks good in 
the new Marubishi fan. 


PRESENTING, THE NEW LOOK 
OF COOLING\ TECHNOLOGY. 


fe Like its all-new, 
С sleek hard plastic 
base design. Same with 
its chic, powerful 18" metal 
blade. And just about every 
part of it's looks hip and trendy. 
Best of all, it's the fan that 
makes you feel real good 
as well. 


The new Marubishi desk 
fan. Get it at your nearest 
appliance store today ! 


FEATURES : 


«Quite powertal heavy duty motor 
- Tough, durable blade. xy 
Нш гео, come quarded Baso 
"Lanplasimg Seen Мо 
"Seley guard teatres 
T), ‘Herd piste base 
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Duque said he was peeved by erroneous re- 
ports that a patient from Binmaley town died of 
SARS at their family-run hospital in this city. 

“(The patient) died of tuberculosis pneu- 
monia," he said. 

The body was exhumed, as requested by 
the patient's family, to find out if he really 
died of SARS. But the pathologist confirmed 
that the person, who came from the United 
States, did not die of SARS, Duque said. 

He also cautioned doctors not to “reckless- 
ly” release information about patients be- 
cause they could fan the rumors. 


Pangasinan 

The SARS scare in Pangasinan has also af- 
fected the coming bangus festival in Dagupan 
City with city officials receiving queries 
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Rumors are super spreader of SARS 


she did enter a mall,” a government source 
said. 

But Mayor Bernardo Vergara is not taking 
any chances. He met with all 129 barangay 
captains here on Thursday for a proposed 
census that would help the government deter- 
mine the number of overseas Filipino workers 
(OFW) based in the city. 

Reyes said the new data would forewarn 
health workers about returning OFWs, and 
would enable them to determine their where- 
abouts as soon as they enter Baguio. 

A local university already volunteered 
1,400 student cadets to conduct a house-to- 
house education campaign and survey, as part 
of this proposed barangay anti-SARS mea- 
sure, 

Each Reserve Officer Training Corps cadet. 


BLOCKADE on San Juanico Bridge is set up on Friday afternoon to prevent a suspected 
female SARS victim from Hong Kong from going to Tacloban to seek medical treatment. 


whether it was safe to come to Dagupan. 

Several events and hotel bookings in the 
city were cancelled because of SARS fears, the 
Iugormen learned, 

But Mayor Benjamin Lim assured that the 
city is SARS-free and no case of infection has 
been reported. 

Lim appealed to rumormongers, including 
those who create panic through unverified in- 
formation on SARS circulated by text mes- 
sages, го stop spreading wrong information. 

"It's not true. Those are just rumors calcu- 
lated to destroy the festival,” Lim said. 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz 
asked the public to stay calm but cautious because 
“panic will only bring us worse consequences." 

"We, Filipinos, are not alien to calamities 
and disasters and it is good to remember that 
even the SARS plague will certainly pass 
away,” Cruz said. 

However, he asked that the health authori- 
ties be transparent in their findings about 
SARS, “and be truthful in their advisories on 
what we should do (as) there is no reason 
why the truth will hurt us more than what the 
real situation already is." 

Dr. Jesus Canto, chief of the Region I Medi- 
cal Center in Dagupan, said there was no 
SARS patient confined in the center, contrary 
torumors spreading in the city. 

Only Alcala town, some 40 km from Dagu- 
pan, has a case of probable SARS, according 
to the Department of Health. 

In the capital town of Lingayen, rumors al- 
so circulate that a resident had contacted the 
disease, forcing the people to use surgical 
masks. 

In Barangay Bonuan Binloc in Dagupan, 
village chair Pedro Gonzales said the resi- 
dents are worried about the planned estab- 
lishment of isolation rooms for suspected 
SARS patients at the old hospital building in 
the village. 

He said there are 100 houses across the 
road, which may be affected by the virus if the 
plan pushes through. 


Baguio 

In Baguio City, the local government has 
undertaken a massive surveillance drive 
around local destinations frequented by 
tourists to help prevent the possible spread of 
SARS. 

Florence Reyes, city health officer, said the 
April 10 visit here of Adela Catalon, a proba- 
ble SARS fatality, alerted the government to 
the fact that suspected SARS patients would 
visit Baguio, a favorite domestic tourist desti 
nation. 

But unlike many other travel spots with 
tropical climates, Baguio is the only city with 
a temperature that is hospitable to the com- 
mon cold virus, Reyes explained. SARS is ac- 
tually a strain of the corona virus—a cold 
virus. 

Catalon's visit to the city has heightened 
the government's resolve to establish new 
health protocols that would not affect the 
city's brisk tourism trade, she said. 

Vice Mayor Betty Lourdes Tabanda said the 
city council is studying a proposed quarantine 
ordinance that would give local health work- 
ers power to detain and isolate suspected 
SARS carriers, including tourists. 

“This is purely a precautionary measure, 
and it does not signal to the world that Baguio 
has SARS. We do not have SARS. We just need 
an ordinance to cope with the likely prob- 
Jems, until Congress issues a national quaran- 
tine law," she said. 

‘The City Epidemiological Surveillance Unit 
had just cleared five of Catalon's Baguio rela- 
tives whom she visited here, Reyes said. 

‘The Inquirer learned that the five relatives 
were in a Baguio house that Catalon visited 
оп April 10. Some of them accompanied Cat- 
alon to a local hospital, where she inquired 
about a cancer specialist for her father, and 
later to a local shopping mall, where she ate 
Junch. 

"She did not alight from the van she was 
riding in when she visited the hospital so the 
possibility of casual contact is small there, but 


will carry SARS information leaflets that will 
teach residents about detecting SARS carri- 
en. 


Cagayan Valley 

In Tuguegarao City, officials of the Cagayan 
Valley Medical Center and the РОН regional 
epidemiology surveillance unit have located 
an overseas Filipino worker who sought treat- 
ment for fever but suddenly disappeared from 
the CVMC quarantine ward on Thursday, 

The woman, an OFW from Hong Kong who 
arrived in the city on April 5, went to the 
CVMC for consultation, reports said. 

Dr. Purita Danga, regional health director, 
said they have found the woman and have 
confirmed that.she was not suffering from 
symptoms of SARS. 

Danga said the woman may have left the 
hospital because she probably panicked when 
she was taken to the quarantine ward, 

Danga said the woman berated the medical 
team and asked why she was treated that way. 
The woman said she went to the hospital for a 
medical checkup for her re-entry to Hong 
Kong. 

Danga said the medical team apologized to 
the woman. 


Pampanga 

In Pampanga, patients in a ward of a pri- 
vate hospital in the City of San Fernando pan- 
icked and went out of the hospital on Friday 
when a Filipino balikbayan afflicted with 
pneumonitis was confined in the same ward, 
according to Dr. Ethelyn Nieto, DOH Central 
Luzon director. 

Not even an assurance from the regular 
doctor of the patient was able to calm down 
the other patients 

Quoting the doctors explanation, Nieto 
said the balikbayan, a woman from Califor- 
nia, suffers from "mild pneumonia" every 
time she visits the Philippines. 

Nieto said the woman refused to be taken 
to the Jose B. Lingad Memorial Regional Hos- 
pital, one of two SARS quarantine centers of 
the DOH in Central Luzon. 

According to her, the woman wanted to be 
taken to the Research Institute for Tropical 
Medicine. The DOH, Nieto said, was arrang- 
ing the woman's transfer to the RITM. 


Northern Mindanao 

In General Santos, the city government 
said it was forming a task force to prepare 
plans on how to deal with SARS. 

But the SARS scare drove residents to buy 
surgical masks. 

Drugstores were swamped with buyers of 
masks after rumors spread that a SARS victim 
‘was being treated at a local hospital. 

Dr. Marianne Trabaho, epidemiologist at 
the Northern Mindanao health office, said the 
rumored SARS victim was only suffering from 
urinary tract infection. 

The DOH said the patient worked as a 
singer in Shanghai and returned home on 
March 31. On April 19, the patient had a 
fever. 

Dr Jerie Calingasan, city health officer, 
urged the people not to believe in rumors. 

Calingasan said health officials would not пу 
to cover up cases of SARS if these were detected. 

"We will let the whole of Cagayan de Oro 
know about it,” Calingasan said, 

General Santos City Mayor Pedro Acharon 
Jr. said he has directed Dr. Fidel Penamante, 
medical director of the General Santos Inte: 
grated Hospital, to prepare guidelines for the 
creation of the task force, 

Penamante said health authorities are ca- 
pableof dealing with SARS. 

In Zamboanga City, health authorities admi 
ted that the city's nearness to Malaysia could in- 
crease the possibility of SARS entering the cit 
Aquiles Z, Zonio, Julie S. Alipala, Edwin O. Fer- 
nandez, Grace Cantal-Albasin, Ellen P Red, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau; Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, Vin- 
cent Cabreza and Estanislao Сает, PDI North- 
em Luzon Bureau, and Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk; and Romulo Ponte and Ronnie 
Lorejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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From telenovela to Time cover; 
from villainess to Earth hero 


By Volt Contreras 


A VILLAINESS in local telenovelas 
has become Earth's heroine. 

Actress and environmental activist 
Chin-Chin Gutierrez has become the 
third Filipina to be featured on the 
cover of Time magazine for being a 
tireless heroine for Mother Earth. She 
was the lone Filipino in Time's list of 
"Asian Heroes” for the year. 

Time honored Gutierrez for “using 
her fame to spread a message often 
ignored in the Philippines: there are 
natural resources aside from beauty 
and talent." 

In the domestic scene, Gutierrez 
and actor Roy Alvarez have already 
‘won recognition. In a story published 
last year, the Inquirer noted the envi- 


ronmentalists’ campaign to clean up 
the mystical Mt. Banahaw. 

Gutierrez, who said she inherited 
her strong concern for Nature from 
her botanist father, was among 29 
honorees listed by Time. 

The lineup is led by Asia's “SARS 
doctors” who remain in the thick of 
the battle against a mysterious killer 
pneumonia virus. Italso includes Chi- 
nese basketball star Yao Ming, cellist 
Yo-yo Ma and Yoko Ono, widow of 
slain Beatle John Lennon. 

The 29-year-old actress (Ma. 
Carminia Lourdes Cynthia Gutierrez 
in real life) was cited for her work 
with Mother Earth Foundation, which 
has been organizing environmental 
workshops, tree planting and cleanup 
projects in threatened ecological 


sanctuaries around the country. 

“It’s a great honor, of course,” she 
told the InoumeR yesterday. "And be. 
yond feelings of personal accomplish- 
ment, I take (the citation) as an affir- 
mation that caring for the natural 
world is important." 

"And hey, I'm on the same list with 
‘Yao Ming!” she beamed. 

Gutierrez is the third Filipina after 
former President Corazon Aquino 
and actress/MTV video jockey 
Donita Rose to be on the cover of 
Time. 

The Communication Arts alumna 
from Mirriam College is best known 
nowadays for playing an eccentric 
archvillain named Helga Lamermoor 
in a popular TV evening soap, Ha- 
bang Kapiling Ka. 
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Masters Bowling 
Champion 
Every week, I make it a point to visit Nora in her 
clinic. The skin treatment that Nora personally 
gives is an assurance that I'll look great even 
when I'm out there facing life's challenges. 


+ Hygienization aseptic, scarless removal of unwanted pimples 
blackheads, whitcheads and warts. 

+ Dekeratinization the peeling off of the outer skin layer to 
‘bring out the younger, lovelier skin underneath, Without 
damaging underlying tissues. 

+ Beauty Skin Enhancement caring for your skin 
with proven beauty skin formulations available to our clients, 

+ Other Special Services permanent eyebrow, eyeline & lipline 
tattoo, semi-permanent eyelash curling, cosmetic surgery, 
body odor treatment and botox treatment. 


(бете: surgery is done ig sae ota faci by a cred pias surgeon.) 
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Mindoro 
survivor 
tells of 
ordeal 


By Clarice Colting 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


WITH HANDS bound and eyes blindfolded, 
Virgilio Catoy II was sure he was a goner. For- 
tunately, he got off with a mere threat to his 
life 

Catoy, Francisco Saez and Melvin Jocson, 
who were abducted in Mindoro last April 20 
together with slain leaders Eden Marcellana 
and Eddie Gumanoy, recounted their ordeal 
ina press conference held yesterday at the ИР 
Diliman Chapel, Quezon City 

According to Catoy, they were aboard a van 
bound for Pinamalayan to investigate and 
document new cases of human rights viola- 
tions in Pinamalayan and Gloria, Oriental 
Mindoro, when a jeep-load of men stopped 
them, in Barangay Sampaguita, Naujan. 

‘The men were wearing bonnets and fatigue 
Jackets and carrying rifles and ammunition 
pouches. "They asked for Eden (Marcellana) 
and, fearing for the safety of the other passen- 
gers, Ate Eden identified herself.” One of the 
armed men slapped a passenger who insisted 
she did not know who Eden was. 

Not wanting Eden to go alone, Gumanoy 
also identified himself as the chairperson of 
KASAMA-TK. 

Marcellana, Gumanoy, Catoy, Saez and Joc- 
son were ordered to get off the vehicle. 

The five were bound and blindfolded and 
transferred to another jeepney. Both Saez and 
Jocson said they received blows when they 
failed to comply with the men's orders. Catoy 
said he was sure Marcellana was still with 
them as he could hear her voice as well as that 
of Gumanoys. However, when the jeepney 
stopped, the men ordered Marcellana and 
Gumanoy to get out of the jeepney to “talk.” 

After the second stop, Catoy was brusquely 
carried off to an isolated area. 

When daylight came he found out that he 
was in the town of Bongabong and asked for 
help from the nearest village. Saez and Joc- 
son were also separately dropped off in other 
areas 

“One thing we noticed was that the actions 
of our abductors were quick and efficient 
They knew what to do and obviously had 
planned what they were going to do,” he said. 
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LET THE REFRESHMENT FLOW 


THE TOSHIBA SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


REFRIGERATOR WITH WATER DISPENSER. 


CooL YOURSELF DOWN WITHOUT 


HAVING TO OPEN THE DOOR. 


THAT'S THE CLOSED-DOOR CONVENIENCE 


OF THE TOSHIBA WATER DISPENSING 


EFRIGERATOR. THE LESS YOU ОРЕМ 


"THE DOOR, THE MORE YOU SAVE 


Alcantara family 
lease canceled 


THE ENVIRONMENT department has can- 
celed the lease of the Alcantara family on two 
pasture lands totaling 1,543 hectares in Gen- 
eral Santos City and South Cotabato 
provinces which tribal groups claim as their 
ancestral lands. 

"The Forest Land Grazing Lease Agreement 
(FGLA) No. 542 of Nicasio Alcantara covering 
$32 hectares and FGLA No. 552 awarded to 
Felicisimo Alcantara were ordered canceled 
by the Supreme Court which said the proper- 
ties should be under the jurisdiction of the 
Commission on Settlement of Land Problems. 

Environment Secretary Elisea Gozun said 
the cancellation would put to rest all specula- 
tion that she was favoring the Aleantaras. 

Gozun came under criticism when she sus- 
pended a previous cancellation order by her 
predecessor, Heherson Alvarez. She said she 
had suspended Alvarez's order to validate the 
identity of the land claimants. 

Gozun said an agreement was reached at a 
meeting last Thursday with tribal leaders in 
the presence of General Santos Mayor Pedor 
‘Acharon and officers of the Commission on 
Seulement of Land Problems which ensured 
that the SC decision would be implemented. 

“We were also able to determine the bound- 
aries of the two land areas involved and to see 
to it that only legitimate indigenous claimants 
are the beneficiaries,” said Gozun. Christine A. 
Gaylican 
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Vindictive in victory 


HE REGIME of Saddam Hussein collapsed swiftly 

| from the onslaught of US military power, but the re- 

construction of Iraq and transforming it into a 

democracy are proving to be more difficult than invading 
the country. 

The storm signal foreshadowing the magnitude of the 
reconstruction phase of conquest promptly surfaced in 

the form of widespread looting of key 
EDITORIAL cities after the fall of Baghdad. The 

menacing presence of US armor and 
troops failed to stop the anarchy. In the vacuum left by 
Saddam's overthrow, a power struggle has set in among 
diverse Iraqi political, religious and ethnic groups over 
power-sharing in the post-Saddam era. 

‘The new American pro-consul in Iraq, retired Gen. Jay 
Garner, has found that organizing a transitional Iraqi au- 
thority is tougher than restoring order. In Baghdad alone, 
there are two rival groups which have arbitrarily installed 
themselves as authorities in control of the capital. The US 
Defense Department has compounded the conflict over 
the authority by giving its blessings to the political exile, 
Ahmad Chalabi, leader of the Iraqi National Congress, 
whose credentials to govern are seriously challenged by 
other groups. Chalabi is sponsored by the hawks of Pen- 
tagon, who flew him into Iraq in military aircraft, despite 
his record as an embezzler. 

The conquest of Iraq has opened a host of other prob- 
lems. Foremost of these problems is that the US victory has 
filled it with hubris and arrogance. Now the United States 
swaggers in the heartland of the Arab world and shows its 
newly demonstrated military might to its erstwhile part- 
ners in the Western alliance that has been badly fractured 
by Washington’s unilateral decision to invade Iraq. 

Shortly after smashing the decrepit Iraqi army, the 
United States painted Syria as a haven of weapons of 
mass destruction and of Iraqi fugitive officials who are 
targets of the American manhunt. This was followed by 
warnings to Iran not to interfere in the post-Saddam po- 
litical settlement in Iraq after Iraqi Shiites came out in 
force to assert their intentions to be given key roles in 
Iraq's new government. US tanks and armor were divert- 
ed for patrols near the Iraqi-Iranian border to show that 
the United States was not bluffing in its threat to use its 
military power to forestall outside powers’ intervention 
in the redrawing of Iraq's political map. 

‘There is no doubt that the swift military campaign in 
Iraq has given a menacing credibility to Washington's ca- 
pacity to enforce its will in the Middle East whose geopo- 
litical balance of power has been drastically changed af- 
ter the fall of Saddam. 

In the aftermath of victory, the United States has also 
turned with a vengeance on its former transatlantic allies 
which opposed the invasion in the United Nations Securi- 
ty Council. The heat of US vindictiveness is focused on 
France, and one is no longer sure whether the United 
States hates France more than Saddam's Iraq. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell last Tuesday warned 
that France would be punished for trying to block the US 
war policy in the Security Council. He said France would 
suffer “consequences.” While not spelling out the forms 
of retaliation, consequences could run the gamut of ex- 
cluding France from contracts in the reconstruction of 
Iraq, trade reprisal and marginalizing France in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Having won the war, the United States has not dis- 
played the magnanimity of the victors. It is heaping scorn 
on a long-time ally whose greatest sin was disagree with 
American foreign policy objectives. US retaliation has 
sunk to a pettiness and petulance seldom seen in rela- 
tions among democratic countries that disagree with one 
another. The United States has made it known that when 
President George W. Bush attends an international eco- 
nomic summit in Evian, France, in the spring, he will stay 
in a hotel across the border in Switzerland. 

‘This has prompted a French diplomat to issue a pointed 
reminder to US officials. “We are not forcing anyone to 
spend the night in France,” he said, but that Switzerland 
had been even more opposed to invasion than France. 
“They didn't even allow overflight rights for American 
planes,” the diplomat noted. 

We can expect the next phase of America’s preemptive 
war to be an all-out economic and diplomatic campaign 
against disobedient European allies to impress upon 
them the new reality of US imperial hegemony over the 
West. 
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Diagnosing diseases 


AS a layman, | often wonder why, despite the 
many incredible advances in medical science 
and technology in this modern age, there are 
more diseases now than during my growing- 
up years in the 1930s. People died then most- 
ly of appendicitis and tuberculosis, or pagka- 
tuyo in the vernacular, that afflicted many of 
the masses in their cramped and unhealthy 
hovels. Even President Manuel L. Quezon be- 
came a victim of the disease despite his more 
sanitary surroundings and the desperate ef- 
forts to save him at an American hospital. He 
was only 66. 

Today appendicitis is no longer the bugaboo 
itused to be, and TB has practically been elimi. 
nated worldwide although it is still a major 
killer in our country. Polio and smallpox can be 
prevented now by inoculation. Syphilis, gonor- 
thea and herpes are no longer dread and 
shameful diseases. The Black Death that 
claimed millions of lives in Europe and Asia 
during the 14th century is now only a ghastly 
memory. Even rabies which killed more people 
than World War I has been vanquished by 
Louis Pasteur. 

Yet, even as these afflictions have now been 
controlled, new diseases have developed that 
were not even imagined, or at least recog- 
nized, in earlier centuries. This does not in- 
clude cancer, however, which, contrary to com- 
mon belief, dates back to early Egyptian times. 
Hippocrates, the father of medicine, gave it its 
ominous name but many of our common folk 
still call it pangkukulam by malignant spirits. 
Researchers have yet to find a cure to relieve 
the unbearable agony it inflicts on millions of 
patients desperately praying for such remedy 
before death overtakes them. 

During the 1980s, AIDS made its fearful ap- 
pearance and, like an uncontrolled outbreak, 
spread throughout Africa and eventually in- 
vaded Europe and the Americas. It has also in- 
fected several countries in Asia and is still 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


growing fast, to threaten the rest of the world 
with its still incurable stigma. Prominent per- 
sons in history and art may have passed away 
from AIDS before it was discovered and identi- 
fied asa venereal disease. 

Right now, a new disease has struck and 
may contaminate the whole world unless ef- 
fectively checked. The threat of Severe Acute. 
Respiratory Syndrome has alerted all govern- 
ments, including our own. SARS is fatal but ap- 
parently curable or at least preventable. Its 
virus is still being analyzed. The infectious dis- 
ease has not only claimed hundreds of lives but. 
has also drastically limited foreign travel, espe- 
cially to places where SARS cases (and deaths) 
have been reported. Among these are China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Vietnam, and even far- 
off Canada. 

Medical practice was simpler before, when 
doctors had to diagnose by themselves from 
among a limited number of ailments from 
heart murmur to diarrhea. Those diseases 
were easy to identify without the need for ex- 
haustive and expensive examinations like the 
MRI, the CT scan, the ECG, the ultra sound, 
blood and urine analyses, X-rays, etc. Now 
doctors subject the patient to all tests, mainly 
to be sure and probably also to charge higher 
fees. Accuracy is certainly commendable, but it 
may involve a lot of unnecessary precaution 
(for the doctor) and expense (to the patient) 

The old time doctors relied mostly on their 
general knowledge of diseases and on their in- 


tuition to detect them. Our family doctor was 
my mother's brother, Dr. Pablo Anzures, who 
was also a lawyer and taught Legal Medicine in 
UP and many other law schools in Manila. He 
was highly respected both as a doctor and a 
lawyer and handled many criminal cases or 
served as an expert medico-legal witness in 
rape and mayhem trials. He also dutifully and 
competently served his poor patients in our old 
istrict in Sampaloc, Manila. 

As children, we had so much faith in our Tio 
Pablo that when we were sick and our mother 
called him to our house, we felt cured when we 
heard him coming up our stairs. Don’t laugh 
because this is true. All he would do to diag- 
nose our sickness was feel our pulse and touch 
our brow, and he would know what medicine 
to prescribe. Once I complained to him of my 
itchy scalp and he wrote outa prescription that. 
soon healed my ailment. Years later, I bought a 
commercial hair shampoo that looked and 
smelled like the medicine he had prescribed, 

Some time ago, my wife Sally suddenly col- 
lapsed and we rushed her to the hospital. She. 
underwent all kinds of test, including the un- 
comfortable MRI, and all of them were, thank 
God, negative. Asa last hunch, the doctors sub- 
jected her to an eye test that she expectedly al- 
so passed. This made them conclude that she 
fainted probably because she had overworked 
herself that day. We left the hospital after pay- 
inga hefty bill. 

Тао not mean to disparage the medical prac- 
titioners of today for being, shall we say, better 
safe than sorry. There are really many ailments 
that can be discovered only through the intri- 
cate tests the patient has to undergo. I compli 
ment them for their thoroughness and was 
glad they had found nothing wrong with my 
wife. But I do wonder why, for lack of a positive. 
finding of a hidden disease, they subjected her 
to an eye test that, to an ignoramus like me, 
could not have explained her collapse. 


Headlong rush to disaster 


IT'S bad enough that the Commission on Elec- 
tions is strongly suspected of at best wanting to 
spend P1 billion on a project (the so-called Vor 
ers’ Verification System) that should cost only 
P30 million, a wanton waste of the taxpayers’ 
money; and at worst using the WS as a cover 
for pushing forward with its notoriously ill- 
judged Voters’ Registration and Information 
‘System or VRIS (else why would it have sus- 
pended since Jan. 15 this year the continuing 
registration process for voters?) 

But now it would seem that the agency, 
and/or its commissioners, are in danger of 
rushing headlong down a path which will en- 
sure the total failure of the automated count- 
ing and canvassing process, which, five years 
after the law mandating it was passed, is final- 
ly in the initial stages of implementation (and 
already behind schedule). 

How so? Because, according to a white pa- 
per that has been circulating in the Internet, 
the Comelec seems to be favoring a proponent, 
Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc—one of only two 
companies that submitted proposals, most 
probably because the agency's original request. 
for proposals purportedly was so convoluted 
and so confusing that prospective bidders were 
discouraged—whose proposal contains defi- 
ciencies that may prove fatal to the automated 
election process. 

Ordinarily, I wouldn't give an unsigned pa- 
per the time of day. But this one has a wealth of 
detail that can only come from someone with 
knowledge and expertise on the subject matter. 
and was privy to the bidding process. More- 
over, the consequences to the election process 
and the political stability of the country, if its 
allegations are true, are so monstrous that 
there should at least be an investigation of its 
allegations. 

‘Some of those allegations: 

The Comelec, in its Request for Proposals. 
(RFP), requires that "the counting machines 
should have been used in at i 
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ers..." Further, “In order to prove that the ma- 
chines being offered are of acceptable quality 
and standard, the Bidders shall furnish docu- 
mentary evidence that the Goods offered have 
been in production for five (5) years and in the 
number of units of similar capacity..." 

According to the white paper, Comelec 
‘Chair Benjamin Abalos stated that “There will 
be NO EXPERIMENTATION” in the modernis 
tion projects. Yet, the MegaPacific machine 
that was submitted for testing was not what 
was specified in the bid (a fact, the paper 
points out, confirmed by Comelec Director Jun 
Tolentino—see what 1 mean by wealth of de- 
tail?). The machine that was tested would re- 
quire engineering changes to comply with 
specifications. 

In effect, the machine that MegaPacific sub- 
mitted was at best a prototype—which means 
that it could not have met the requirement of 
having been used in a political exercise with no 
less than 20 million voters, or have been in 
production for five years. 

Another requirement, this time in the law 
(RA 8436) itself, is that "The System shall con- 
tain the following features... (b) stand-alone 
machine which can count votes and an auto- 
mated system which can consolidate the re- 
sults immediately...". And, "..The machine 
must not be capable of being connected to ex- 
ternal computer peripherals for the process of 
vote consolidation.” 

According to the white paper, the equip- 
mont pranaced hy MeosParific is definitely not 


‘would be a potential source of fraud, says the 
paper, since other input devices can be at- 
tached. 

But worse is still to come. The white paper 
claims that the MegaPacific machine submit- 
ted for testing conked out three times during 
the “harsh” condition test and was only "re- 
vived" because of the presence of at least six 
Koreans who fixed the equipment every time it 
conked out. Which leads io the rather facetious 
question: does this mean that during the elec- 
tions, every deployed machine would have to 
be accompanied by six Koreans? 

Even more disturbing is the claim that the 
MegaPacific machine can only read ballots if 
they are fed in а certain way. Moreover, опе 
would not know that the ballot was not read, 
because the machine will not reject it. Thus, it 
requires an operator to individually arrange ай 
ballots to be fed properly—another invitation. 
to fraud, as the operator only has to invert the 
ballots that he wants not to be read, 

The paper ends by asking questions about 
MegaPacifics qualifications and track record 
(*. NOT even an IT company. It is basically a 
long-standing supplier of Comelec for printed 
forms..."), about SK, MegaPacifics primary 
technology proponent and supplier (*... What 
is the relationship of SK which is supplying the 
counting machines to the Korean company SK 
that is now in the throes of enormous debts it 
can hardly pay?" 

Its bortom line: “Is Comelec about to do а 
possibly disastrous experiment on our national 
elections in 2004? Has it considered the risk to 
our very stability as a nation if that election. 
fails miserably because of handing its automa- 
tion to some group that lacks solid track record 
in this kind of undertaking 

Good questions. And if President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo is serious about her legacy of elec- 
tion modernization, she must waste no time in 
averting that headlong rush го disaster, Surely 
she holds some sway over Abalos, whom she 
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Coalition of the seriously talking 


A MAJOR breakthrough in the campaign to 
amend the Constitution through a constituent as- 
sembly appears to be in the offing as a powerful 
coalition of administration and opposition sena- 
tors is said to be seriously exploring ways to iron 
out the kinks in this campaign. Among the sena- 
tors, there is near unanimity that the Charter has 
to be amended, but there is a split in the manner 
of amending it—whether it should be via con- 
stituent assembly or a constitutional convention. 
‘What's good, however, is that the senators are 
now seriously discussing the issue among them- 
selves, and with their House counterparts, dis- 
playing an openness to the idea of having a con- 
stituent assembly as never before. The next few 
days will be very busy for them. 

‘The way things look, the "Con-Ass" school 
seems to be winning more converts, as the sen- 
ators realize that an assembly is far more man- 
ageable, promises speedier results and is far 
less expensive than a convention. Among 
those in the "coalition of the seriously talking” 
are Senators Edgardo Angara and Aquilino Pi- 
mentel, who head their own parties, the LDP 
and the PDP Laban, respectively; Minority 
Leader Vicente Sotto, and Senators Manny Vil- 
lar Robert Jaworski and Robert Barbers. 
‘These days present а historic occasion for con- 
stitutional reform and any legislator with an 
eye on history would want to be part oft. 

1 got 
seas Filipino Communities Heherson Alvarez upon 
his recent return from several countries in the Mid- 
dle East, where he met with Filipino industrial and 
hospital workers, engineers and other profession- 
als, and domestic workers. He related that the vari- 
ous Filipino communities gave him a shopping list 
of concerns to take up with President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo, among them the need to provide the budget 
for overseas absentee voting so that the OFWs can 
vote. They also asked Alvarez to thank GMA for cre- 
ating the office he now occupies, which to them is a 
sign of her serious concern for their welfare. He said 
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the OFWs expressed admiration for GMAS leader- 
ship in the face of so many problems back home, 
specially the courage she displayed in making diffi- 
cult and even unpopular decisions dictated by na- 
tional interest, such as joining the coalition of the. 
willing in the war against Iraq. The OFWs, of 
course, were thinking of their job security. 


Alvarez said the OFWs raised what has in- 
creasingly become an inevitable question for 
the Cabinet members: Can the President be per- 
suaded to reconsider her decision not to run in 
2004? He promised to relay that concern to 
GMA, even as he opined that her first three 
years in office have proved to be an invaluable 
learning experience for her, and it would be 
such a pity to waste it by bowing out in 2004. 


SARS has made people around the world appre- 
hensive about foreign travel and the risks of infec- 
tion inside an airplane or in airports. Reports from 
abroad speak about strict and elaborate measures 
being taken in places like Singapore, Bangkok and 
Hong Kong to contain SARS, including computer- 
ized screenings and thermometer tests. Our airport 
authorities have also gone to great lengths to em- 
phasize the strictness of containment efforts at Naia 
Tand IL It was impressive to leam that a PAL flight 
to Seoul was grounded and all the passengers quar- 
antined after a Korean passenger was suspected of 
SARS (though he later turned out to be negative). 
But not all is well at the Naia. Yesterday af- 
ternoon I caught Senate President Franklin 
Drilon lamenting in an interview over ANC 


how a friend of his flew in from Paris without 
being made to do anything to check if he had 
SARS. Drilon’s complaint was corroborated by 
a relative of ours who flew in yesterday from 
Los Angeles via Hong Kong. He was made to 
fill up some forms at Naia, but when he asked 
an airport staff where to submit them, he was 
told to just put them anywhere. Some effort, 
indeed. I suppose it's part of the Pinoys’ baha- 
la na attitude, but let's not be surprised if 
SARS spreads here like a plague. 


Many airlines are taking extra measures to as- 
suage passengers’ concerns and ensure their safe- 
ty: Singapore Airlines, for one, has briefed its flight 
crews on handling possible SARS cases, which in- 
clude isolating sick passengers in the plane, using 
in-flight tele-medical services to contact doctors 
on the ground and keeping an adequate supply of 
masks on board. All aircraft flying out of Singa- 
pore are also disinfected with a cleaning solution 
that meets WHO standard. (News photos also 
showed PAL people disinfecting their cabins too.) 

‘Singapore's Changi Airport is also installing 
high-tech equipment to curb SARS. Developed by 
the Defense, Science and Technology Agency, a 
machine called “Infra-red Fever Sensing System" 
detects people's thermal or heat signatures and 
helps ground crew spot feverish passengers with- 
out the use of thermometers, in order to prevent 
them from boarding the aircraft 

Actually fears about a SARS-prone environ- 
ment in planes may thrive more in the imagi- 
nation than in reality. Contrary to popular be- 
lief, the airplane probably has one of the 
cleanest air around. According to Richard Stir- 
land, director general of the Association of 
Asia-Pacific Airlines, many aircraft have what 
is called “high efficiency particulate air filters” 
that trap dust, bacteria and viruses. Air in the 
plane is changed 20 to 30 times an hour, or 
once every three minutes, whereas air in office 
buildings is changed only 1 to 3 times an hour 
and 5 to7 times in a hospital operating room. 


Shakespeare’s running joke 


АРА Ongpin said that when his high school teach- 
er made them read "Titus Andronicus," it was 
with the admonition that they would probably 
never see a stage version of it. It is among the 
least popular of Shakespeare's plays, she said, 
and producers down the years have shied away 
from staging it because of all the sex and vio- 
lence, the blood and gore. 

Behn Cervantes, however, preparing for the 
"Coffee Club" discussion of the movie version, 
says he did some research on “Titus Andronicus" 
and discovered that it was one of the most popu- 
lar among Shakespeare's plays during its time. 
Apparently, the Elizabethan audience lapped up 
the tragi-comic story of the Roman general un- 
done by his own rigid code of honor and duty and 
its scenes of murder, mayhem and mutilation, 

Julie Taymor, who directed “Titus” for both 
stage and screen, told an interviewer that she be- 
lieves it is one of Shakespeare's works that may be 
better suited for film than stage. For one, the medi- 
um allows the filmmaker to depict a characters 
thoughts and interior monologue through images 
that would otherwise have to be articulated on- 
stage. For another, the movie audience seems 
more capable of withstanding scenes of bloodshed 
than would, say, an audience ready for a night of 
"culture." 

The most striking thing I took away from view- 
ing "Titus" (at Art Film in Greenbelt 1) was how 
accessible this Shakespearean drama is. 1 was as- 
tounded by how "commercial" it was, that is, go- 
ing by the present-day commercial formula of 
moviemaking. 

‘And if we go by Behn's research, then it would 
seem that the formula hasn't changed radically in 
hundreds of years. As one discussant at the “Cof- 
fee Club” pointed out, in their time Shakespeare's 
plays were the equivalent of today's telenovelas. 
FOR anyone wanting to knock Shakespeare off 
his pedestal, “Titus” is the movie to do it with. 

It tells the story of Titus Andronicus, a Ro- 
man general who comes home victorious from 
an extended campaign against the Goths, and 
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sets offa bloody chain of vengeance by execut- 
ing Alarbus, eldest son of the Goth Queen Ta- 
mora, as a form of sacrifice to appease the 
souls of the Roman dead. 

Offered the post of emperor by a grateful 
Senate and populace, Titus declines the honor 
and makes way for Saturninus, son of the late 
‘emperor. But Saturninus is at best a flaky ruler. 
First he claims Lavinia, daughter of Titus and 
beloved of Bassianus, his brother, for his wife. 
This sets off a swift rebellion among Bassianus 
and Titus’ sons that ends with Titus killing his 
youngest son Mutius. But Saturninus proves a 
most ungrateful and disloyal monarch. When 
Lavinia flees with Bassianus, Saturninus 
claims for his bride Tamora, the enemy queen. 

“Embedded” in a position of power, Tamora 
then starts a campaign of revenge against Ti- 
tus, conspiring with her surviving sons and 
Moorish lover Aaron to destroy the general 
and his family. In swift succession, Bassianus 
is murdered and the killing pinned on Titus’ 
sons. Lavinia is raped, and her tongue and 
hands are cut off. And Titus, convinced that by 
sacrificing his hand he would win exoneration 
for his sons, cuts it off, only to see it sent back 
to him along with the heads of his sons. Titus 
then sends his sole surviving son Lucius to 
raise an invading army among the Goths, and 
manages to lure Tamora's sons to his hideout, 
where he kills them and uses their flesh in a pie 
which he then serves Tamora and Saturninus 
in a peace parley. Vengeance is met with 
vengeance, blood for blood, and in the end all 
the principals are left dead. 


Rina Jimenez-David 


TAYMOR locates the events of "Titus Andronicus" 
in a shifting time zone, moving from a pseudo- 
Roman setting to Italy in the Fascist era of the 
1930s to the present day. 

"The Roman court of Saturninus is depicted as 
decadent pre-war Café Society, while Tamora's 
sons dress and behave like youth straight out of 
the Punk Era. The movie opens with a devastating 
commentary on media violence and fast-food cul- 
ture, as a boy “consumes” TV images along with 
ketchup and mustard, soda and hamburgers. The 
"consumption" of violence returns at films end, 
when the dinner table at which the final killings 
take place is suddenly transported to an arena 
with an immobile and mesmerized audience. 

Critics have generally panned the film, decry- 
ing its brutal depictions of violence. But however 
much one recoils from all that bloodshed, the 
movie remains totally riveting. Some images, like 
Lavinia ensconced atop a tree trunk on a desolate 
swamp, twigs attached to her wrists like hard, 
twisted fingers, her mouth spewing blood from 
her dismembered tongue, are actually beautiful. 

‘The acting is also mesmerizing. Anthony Hop- 
kins holds the camera's and the audience's aten- 
tion whenever he's in a scene, though at moments 
he allows glimmers of Hannibal Lecter to come 
through. During the discussion, though, it was our 
common belief that the Hannibal the Cannibal 
touches were perhaps deliberate, part of the send- 
up of movie conventions that also mark the film. 

‘And what can I say about Jessica Lange? She's 
even more of a babe here than she was in “Toot- 
sie" when she was decades younger She's 
ripened now, her body luscious and fleshy, exud- 

womanly allure. One understands how Tamo- 
та could drive Saturninus bonkers. 

“Titus” the movie plays like a parody of our 
modern-day fascination for violence and human 
drama. But critics say "Titus" the play was Shake- 
speare's own parody of the popular tastes of his 
time and the impresarios who pandered to them. 
Tm sure Shakespeare is enjoying the fact that 
with "Titus" he's pulled off one of the longest 
running jokes of all time. 


Letter of Mme. Juliana Pardo de Tavera 


The following letter of Juliana Pardo de Tavera 
to her Son Trinidad was dated Sept. 16, 1892, just a 
few days before her murder. 


MY dear Trinidad: 

Jt would be a crime on my part to consent to 
Paz leaving with Luna, because you cannot con- 
ceive of the rage, insolence and grossness of this 
man. I say it precisely, grossness, because he has 
the audacity to invite many persons at an in- 
stance to dine without thinking that he does it 
with the money of his wife. 

In view of the demonic character of this man, it 
is my duty as a mother to prevent any untoward 
incident from happening to my daughter who, as 
you may know, cannot possibly take care of her 
interests or of her situation because her husband 
treats her like a slave. 

Antonio has told me that bis brother has 
changed a lot and that if he hadn't been present, 
he would have killed his wife. And since this 
tragedy can occur any time, it is urgent to take 
precautions without delay. 

1 repeat for whatever you hold dear in this 
world, take this situation seriously, and do what is 
necessary to effect a separation because at any 
moment Luna might kill my daughter. This man is 
so vengeful and so violent that, taking advantage 
of my absence, he might deal her a fatal blow. 
This brutal man frightens me so much that 1 do 
not want to leave her alone in the house for fear 
that he might commit some barbarous act. 

For the first time in my life 1 command you to 
do what I say because 1 know that my daughter is 
in danger. The cost of hiring a lawyer can be 
charged to me. I am afraid to leave the house and 
because of this cannot do it myself. believe that 
in my absence, Luna will commit a crime other- 

ise | would go and see you in order to discuss 
this affair personally. 

Your mother, 

Juliana бото, | 

Deposition of M. Trinidad de Tavera: 

То me M. Luna was very charming and we had 
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very cordial relations. He asked for my sister's 
hand and I was glad. This was not true for my 
mother who didn't like him because he was an 
“indio.” I made her see that this was a bias and 
she consented. Luna had no personal fortune 

After the wedding the couple left for Italy. Her 
letters all stated they were very happy. When they 
returned we perceived that the house furnishings 
‘were not very acceptable and for this reason my 
mother transferred there with the aim of helping 
them out by paying half the rent and sometimes 
Luna's share too. My mother was not the usual 
mother-in-law as the term is understood. She was 
the provider of the house. She, at the same time, 
was the ladies maid as well as nursemaid. 

With things in this state, the doctor advised my 
sister that the waters of Mont-Dore would be 
good for her son. In various letters that she wrote. 
me, she told me that she had met a Frenchman, 
M. Dussaq. in the month of September, 1 teamed 
that he had paid them a visit. A few days later my 
sister told me of the violent scene where she was 
the victim and that she was decided on seeking a 
divorce. Happily they reconciled. A few days lat- 
er, my mother returned to Berck. 

‘Then | met Luna who told me what happened 
in Rue Mont-Thabor. His account affected me. 1 
had seen my sister that afternoon and she denied 
everything. 

‘The following morning Luna arrived and said 
that after he had threatened my sister with a re- 
volver she confessed. He added 
solved to separate from his wife, bringing his son 
with him. (Here the witness relates the incidents 
relative tothe duel sot 1 


The negotiations have broken down, and Luna 
manifested to me that instead of separating from 
his wife, they would all leave for Vigo. 1 advised 
my mother who was frightened. I never believed 
hím capable of such a deed. 

On the 21st 1 received a very alarming letter 
from my mother informing me of the incident of 
the (make-up) pencils and she asked that I do 
what was possible to stop the trip to Vigo. I didn't 
know what to do. Nevertheless | wanted to avoid 
the scandal and went to see Luna to know what 
was happening. 1 had been hard on my sister but I 
could not accept such violence against her. 

Т then cabled Regidor so that he would come 
quickly, and did the same thing to Felix. The fol- 
lowing morning I was drinking my coffee when a 
man appeared saying | was needed quickly in Rue 
Pergolese. I left and met the Police Commissary 
who refused to accompany me and | continued to 
Rue Pergolese. 

When I got there, my mother told me that she 
had me called because Luna had threatened to 
kill his wife ifan object he had lost wasn't found. 1 
then advised my mother to lock herself up with 
my sister while I went out with Felix and Regidor. 

We left and Luna accompanied us very cordial- 
ly up the middle of the garden. 1 then pointed out 
to Regidor Luna's dissimulation. 

We went into a café to talk. We were barely seat- 
ей when we were advised that we had to retum 
immediately because something was happening. 

My mother and my sister were at the window 
crying for help. We entered the garden and saw 
Luna appear suddenly in the window of the living 
room with a revolver saying, “I will kill anyone 
who comes up." 

A shot rang out and my brother was hit on the 
right side. Then three more shots were fired and. 
the screams of my mother and sister stopped. 

1 immediately sent for M. Felizet and entered 
the house and found Luna looking calm. He told 
me, “This is your fault." 

Tthought he had only wounded my sister.  en- 
tered the room and found the body of my mother 
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Remembering Mara + 


I NEED someone to help me understand what I am feeling 
right now. 

Ttwas my dream to have a child of my own. A child whom I 
would raise and love dearly and get to know very well. A 
child who would discover the world with my help. 

1 did not know what kind of mother I would be. I was 
afraid that T might not measure up to the responsibilities. But 
I promised myself ———————— —————— — 
that while might 
not turn out to be a 
perfect mother, 1 
would definitely try 
tobe the best mother 
for my baby. 

Last year, 
dream came true. 

It was June 2001 
when I found out 
that Iwas pregnant. 
was finally going to have my own baby with the man T loved 
5o much. 

Twill never forget the days I spent with my dearest baby 
girl, But I will remember most of all the wee hours of the 
morning when 1 was alone and 1 would wake up feeling her 
moving inside me. 1 will never forget the little talks I had 
with her. I would tell her: “I love you very much, my child, 
When will I ever see you? When will your birthday be? Tam 
so eager to embrace you and take care of you, my baby" 

My baby brought so much joy to my life. From the very day 
1 knew that I was conceiving, I already loved my baby mote. 
than Iloved anyone else. ee 

1 gave birth 11 days after the expected date of delivery! ¥ 
had a hard time giving birth. I was admitted at noontime on 
Saturday and 1 was still in labor by early morning of Sunday, .., 
I керг telling myself that I would just endure the labor pains 
and ina few hours I would finally be able to hold my baby. 24 

‘Around 7:30 in the morning of Feb. 24, 1 was told that A 
needed to have an emergency caesarean operation. Evenrs 
then 1 already sensed that something was wrong. Es 

Shortly afterwards, 1 found myself being rushed out of the" 
delivery room and into the operating room. The father of my 
child met me in the hallway. During that fleeting moment; 0" 
felt his hand holding mine. Neither one of us said a word. 1 
wanted to cry, but what held the tears back was my hope that} 
everything would be all right. E 

In the operating room, 1 was given spinal anesthesia, 
which left me still conscious of what was happening. THe? 
anesthesiologist told me she would put me to sleep after theft 
took my baby out. wii 

Finally, I heard him say, "It's a baby girl" Though very exy 
hausted, I managed to smile. Finally could hold my dearest. 
child, 1 told myself. 1 

T waited to hear her сту. 1 never heard her making #5 
sound. 

Т asked if they had taken her out. The obstetrician said, 
“You can sleep now.” is 

When I woke up, I immediately asked where was my baby,” 
Her father who was sitting beside my bed suddenly cried antl? 
said, "Mara is dead." “ч 

1 couldn't believe what 1 had just heard. 1 can never pute| 
into words the pain 1 felt. Inside the very same womb that 
gave her life and sustained her for nine months, quick as а. 
snap of a finger, my baby, my most-awaited precious child! 
died. 

Her father told me that he had decided to have her cre- 
mated that very same evening. 1 wearily gave my consent. ;: ; 
Although 1 felt very weak, 1 asked him if I could see hep , 
one, last time. LM. 
Everything looked black and white and hazy at that time:?! 
only saw her for a minute or two: her full lips, big hands an&v 

feet, and the curly hair that she got from me. Я 

Tt has been more than a year since {lost her and 1 am still 
grieving my loss. am still holding on to that tender image of 
her when I held her as { lay in a hospital bed. I am still long- 
ing for her. 

“There are times when events flash back in my mind, тайт 
ing me cry. Sometimes I cry when 1 see things that remind, 
me of her. Sometimes 1 cry because I feel an emptiness ip. 
side my heart, an emptiness that will never be filled by апу“, 
one—not even by her father and not even by my own future 
children. 

When lam at home, I feel as [1 still have my baby around. | 
Asif she is just sleeping in her crib, the one that her father ex-, 
citedly chose for her. Sometimes as 1 lie awake in my bed, } 
reach out my hand to touch her tiny hand. Like the way I di 
the first and only time 1 saw her. I should have been а mom- 
my now, and it is so painful to know that T am по longer on 

Her father now finds it most painful to watch children play, 
and have fun, because he wants to see Mara playing with; 
them but she is gone. 

1 know that 1 should not lose hope. 1 still have the sam! 
dream. Ies just that I have yet to fully accept the loss of rhy 
beloved first born. I hope that 1 will have enough strength to 
overcome this tragedy of losing Mara and the life 1 planned 
tospend with her. 

I want to tell my baby that I love her so much and that { 
love her more each day. In the future, her father and 1 will 
make sure that her brothers and sisters will remember ей 
ate whois in heaven. 3 


Younc Boop 
Rebecca E. Aguilar 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


my 


Rebecca E. Aguilar, 28, works as an office staff in Quezon СИЎ. 
She wrote this in the wee hours of the morning as she thought 
of Mara. 
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Ореп to all 

k's a place of worship so it would be unthinkable to: 
bar anyone. Also, we presume that people enter theii 
mosque to pray. We don't ask them, whether they are: 
strangers or not.” 

Z umud Abdulah Sindatoc, expo 

The suspert before the mosque was bombed 


hy he did not approach 


Self-defense 

“We want the law to rule and if the Americans don't’ 
defend us then we'll defend ourselves with our own? 
weapons.” ü 
"зеп sein, one ofthe Iraqi shopkeepers who started shoot- 
ing looters iE 

1 

Saddam’s fate } 

“He's either dead or he's running a lot, but he's not 
commanding anything right now." 
US беп. Tommy Pranks on Saddam Hussein à 
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Congress' OK needed 


for sale of RP properties 


RECENT news reports said that the 
Philippine government will sell cer- 
tain government-owned real estate in 
the United States, including the 
Philippine Center buildings in New 
York and San Francisco and the old 
chancery in Washington, D.C. 

‘On the assumption that these prop- 
erties are titled in the name of the Re- 
public of the Philippines as owner, the 
pertinent law that would govern their 
proposed disposition is found in the 
Administrative Code of 1987 which 
says: “Whenever real property of the 
Government is authorized by law to be 
conveyed, the deed of conveyance 
shall be executed in behalf of the gov- 
ernment by the following: (1) For 
property belonging to and titled in the 
name of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines, by the President, unless the au- 
thority therefor is expressly vested by 
Jaw in another officer." 


Watch out for 
antibiotics 
in animal feeds 


AN ARTICLE from the Internet discuss- 
ев the use of antibiotics for prophylac- 
tic purposes in feeds for the poultry 
and swine industry. There is concern 
that this leads to the development of 
bacteria that are resistant to drugs. 
‘This may or may not be related to the 
avian flu that has plagued Hong Kong 
in the past. But it certainly raises an 
alarm with regard to SARS. 

The article caught my interest be- 
cause my youngest son who is 7 years 
old had a severe infection in the small 
intestines last year. Despite this infec- 
tion, as shown by a very high white 
blood cells count (WBC), his body tem- 
perature was normal. Not even the latest 
antibiotics in the market worked. The 
doctors were forced to administer 
steroid-based treatment, 

Iam wondering if our local feed 
millers still use antibiotics in their for- 
mulations. The European millers al- 
ready stopped the practice 

—hENERIO SALONGA, 
3 Birch Rd, Levitown 6, 
Don Bosco, Parañaque City 


This provision of law was applied by 
the Supreme Court in Laurel v. Garcia 
in 1990, when it aborted the proposed 
auction by the Philippine government 
of the government-owned Roponggi 
property in Tokyo, Japan, which was 
mot authorized by law. In that case, the 
Court ruled that the property, which 
was acquired by the Philippi 
‘ernment under the Reparations Agree- 
ment with Japan in 1956, was of the 
public domain and, therefore, outside 
the commerce of man. As such, it 
could not be alienated. But even as- 
suming that it was no longer of the 
public domain, there was no law au- 
thorizing its conveyance in accor- 
dance with the cited provision of the 
Administrative Code of 1987. 

"It is not for the President to convey: 
valuable real property of the govern- 
ment on his or her own sole will,” the 
Court said. "Any such conveyance 
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vibes 
must be authorized and approved by a 
law enacted by the Congress. It re- 
quires executive and legislative con- 
currence.” 

So, there being no law authorizing 
the conveyance of the Roponggi prop- 
erty, its sale was disallowed by the 
Supreme Court, 

In the light of such a judicial pro- 
scription, it is clear that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is powerless to 
convey or dispose of the assets located 
in the United States in the absence of 
specific legistative authority allowing 
their sale. 

T trust that the lawyers in the Mal 
cafiang legal office are familiar with 
the decision of the Supreme Court in 
the case of Laurel v. Garcia and will ad- 
vise the President accordingly. 

—BARTOLOME С. FERNANDEZ JR., 
5431 Curie St, 
Palanan, Makati City 


Defending the Filipino family 


1 WOULD like to commend you for 
your editorial cartoon last April 17, 
showing an unborn child about to be 
crucified by masked soldiers, with the 
tools labeled “abortion,” “contracep- 
tives” and “anti-pregnancy vaccines 
and injections.” I am sure that ат 
joined by so many others in expressing 
gratitude to you for defending the Fil- 
ipino family. 

Tam pleased that the INQUIRER con- 
tinues to bring out the truth by ex- 
posing what really ails the Filipino 
family today—the corruption of fam- 
ily values. To what end? Is it to pro- 
mote the agenda of population con- 
trol through a comprehensive pack- 
age of so-called reproductive health, 
regardless of their impact on mar- 
riage, the family, society and the life 
of the unborn? Indeed, poverty is 
caused by overpopulation—overpop- 
ulation of corrupt officials and not of 
the Filipino people, 

Our children today, the parents of 
tomorrow, are constantly being bom- 
barded with materials that promote 
the degradation of moral values— 


condoms, pornographic magazines 
being sold near schools, offensive ad- 
vertisements and billboards, even lo- 
cal TV shows that blatantly expose 
sensuality and violence, making it 
extremely difficult for parents to 
guide their children. It is these very 
same children who have been 
“taught” to be promiscuous, who are 
once again being "taught" to “right” 
what is wrong by another 
wrong—abortion and the use of all 
methods of contraception. 

May this cartoon serve as a warning 
for politicians supporting bills which 
are anti-family and anti-life and there- 
fore anti-society (given that the family 
is the basic unit of society). I believe 
there is a need to make family life an 
issue in the next elections. This early, 
we must know the stand of candidates 
and reelectionists regarding family 
and life. 

—ROSIE B. LUISTRO 
president, Alliance for the Family 
Foundation Philippines Ine. (ALFI) 
Room 305, 2 Lapu-Lapu 

cor. Edsa, Magallanes, Makati City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may 
write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City 
of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, ог 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and telephone or pager number or e- 
mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 


mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 


NOTICE TOTHE PUBLICA 


Please be advised that your favorite FAMILY'S Brand Sardines 
manufactured by Universal Canning, Inc. of Zamboanga City and 
endorsed by well-loved television and movie personality Kristine Hermosa 
has finally obtained a WRIT OF PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 
dated 11 April 2003 from the Regional Trial Court of Manila, Branch 24, 
in the case docketed as Civil Case No. 02-102988, against the identically 
or similarly branded Family Brand Sardines distributed by 
Pagoda Philippines, Inc., the label of which bears the entry 
“Manufactured by Slord Development Corporation, 


Navotas, Metro Manila.” 


By virtue of said Writ of Preliminary Injunction, 
Pagoda Philippines Inc, its representatives, assignees, 
agents, dealers, and persons acting on its behalf, 
are enjoined from the following acts: 


1. Advertising promoting and marketing its canned sardine 
products bearing the "Family Brand Sardines" 
label or any otber variance thereof; and 


2 Distributing, manufacturing and selling its canned sardine 
products bearing "Family Brand Sardines" label or 


ату other variance thereof. 


Violation of the foregoing is cause for contempt and. 
may be punishable by imprisonment by the 
Regional Trial Court of Manila, Branch 24. 


‘This is a message of concern from the 
UNIVERSAL CANNING, INC 


makers of your trusted 


FAMILY'S Brand Sardines 


Ayala, Zamboanga City. 


FAMILY sIBRAND 


For inquires, please сай. 


UNIVERSAL CANNING, INCORPORATED 


Cale San aio, душа. 


Zamboanga Сау 7000 
Tei. (62) 001-3648 / 001-2070 / 002-0023 | 099-1472 


ре (82) 003-1472 1982002 


Passport project clarified 


THE ARTICLE on the Department of Foreign. 
Affairs (DFA) passport/visa project that Victor. 
C. Agustin wrote about in his column was not 
true. 

Т have not talked to Lucio Co to get him as 
investor for the project that the Philippine. 
Passport Corp. (Philpass) is implementing. 
‘Tapping potential investors is the job of Bue- 
naventura, Echauz & Partners (BEP) as the fi- 
nancial arranger for Philpass. Enrique Razon 
Jr. was one of those introduced by BEP to 
Philpass. 

‘The Machine Readable Passport and Visa 
(MRP/V) Project was awarded by the DFA to 
the proponent after it submitted the most re- 
sponsive bid for the project. In accordance 
with the BOT Law's Implementing Rules and 
Regulations, the National Economic and De- 
‘velopment Authority approved the contract for 
the MRP/V Project signed in February 2001. 
On this basis, the DEA issued to Philpass the 
notice to proceed to implement the project on 
April 20, 2001. 

‘To comply with the terms of the contract, 
Philpass posted a performance bond of 
P101,521,625.40, and delivered the project's 
Phase 1 (preparation of detailed plans and 
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specifications) on Aug. 13, 2001. However, be- 
tween the last quarter of 2001 and the first 
quarter of 2002, a contract renegotiation had 
to be made on the ОРАЗ request. This resulted 
in amendments to the February 2001 contract. 

Under the new contract, Philpass’ perfor- 
‘mance bond was extended to June 19, 2003 to 
cover phases 2, 3 and 4. 

Philpass is waiting for the DFAS instruction 
tomove forward. Ithas already disbursed a to- 
tal of P205.86 million, and has completed 
phase 1. It is prepared to work on phase 2 after 
the DFA issues a certificate of acceptance for 
phase 1. 

Philpass’ authorized capital at P1.25 billion 
far exceeds the requirement stated in the no- 
tice of award, 

То avoid unnecessary misinformation, 1 
‘would like to request Agustin to communicate 
directly with the top executives of Philpass, 
namely, Aderito Z. Yujuico and Bonifacio C. 
Sumbilla, for more accurate details and refer- 
ences, 

—CEZAR T QUIAMBAO, 

director, Philippine Passport Corp., 24/F One 
Magnificent Mile-Citra Bldg., San Miguel Ave., 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


“WERE never coming back,” my eldest sis- 
ter declared. “Iloilo is primitive! All those 
shanties!” My sister and her cardiologist 
husband reside in Texas, USA. To think Iloilo 
prides itself in having a broad middle class. 

Tama true-blue Пола. When my family 
relocated to Manila in 1972, right after 1 
graduated from high school, this promdi ex- 
perienced a culture shock of enormous mag- 
nitude, When I came back to Iloilo early this 
year, I got another shock. 

‘The first jolt came when I went to the 
West Visayas State University (WVSU) to 
‘enrol for a BSE diploma. The dean of educa- 
tion, Dr. Andora, mentioned casually that 
their guest speaker for this years’ gradua- 
tion rites was Rep. Imee Marcos. 

“Kaya naman namamatay na ‘tong bayan 
natin, eh!” | protested. “If there's one person 
who ravaged our country, it's Ferdinand 
Marcos. Before he became president, our 
nation’s debt to the World Bank was $1 bil- 
lion. By the time the Marcoses were driven 
ош of this country after 21 years in power 
by the Edsa People Power Revolution in 
1986, the amount had risen to $20 billion. 
‘Today, our nation owes its foreign creditors 
54.4 billion. We have never recovered from 
the rapacity of the Marcos regime!” 

Maybe I should have warned the dean not 
to get me started, But then I remembered 
Liliosa Hilao. 

On April 4, 1973, Liling, 23 and a fourth- 
year journalism scholar at the Pamantasan 
ng Lungsod ng Maynila and editor of Hasik, 
the student publication, was picked up by 
four burly agents of the Constabulary Anti- 
Narcotics Unit (Canu), led by Lt. Rodolfo 
Garcia, at her house in Project 2, Quezon 
City. Two days later, Liling was found dead 
in a toilet at the Canu headquarters and 
foaming at the mouth, She had reportedly 
drank muriatic acid. 

‘An independent inquiry showed that Lil- 
ing had been severely tortured, sexually 
abused and then killed by her captors. The 
military officer held principally responsible 
for her torture and death was Le. Arthur 
Castillo. He remains in the military service. 

On April 7, 1986, the Samahan ng mga 
Ex-Detainee Laban sa Detensyon at para sa 
Amnestiya (Selda) filed a class action suit 
against Marcos before the Federal District 
Court of Honolulu, Hawaii, for gross human 
rights violations. Liliosa Hilao's case was the 
first to be presented in court. 

“But the sins of the father shouldn't be 
visited on their children,” said the dean. 

Tn his speech at the 17th anniversary of 
the Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment, Executive Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo noted “the thorough and systematic 
plunder of the treasury and government 
banking and financial institutions and cor- 
porations during the Marcos regime, such as 
the DBP and the PNB, so much so that in 
1986 and 1987 alone, at least P209 billion. 
of taxpayers’ money was required to bail 
them out" Romulo lamented that many 
years later, none of the Marcoses and their 
cronies are behind bars. 

“As Christians, we must learn to forgive,” 
the dean reminded me. 

Thad to take a deep breath. "The Marcos 
family is not asking for forgiveness!" I told 
her, 

During a visit to General Santos City, 
Imee Marcos, who many believe is seeking a 
senatorial post in 2004, said, “We are will- 
ing to apologize provided we know what it 
is we are supposed to say sorry for." 

In March 1997, the US Federal District 
Court ordered the Marcoses to indemnify 
10,000 human rights victims of the Marcos 
regime to the tune of $2 billion. Lawyers 
representing the victims cited at least one 
human rights case involving Imee Marcos. 

The victim's name was Archimedes Tra- 
Jano, a 20-year-old student of the Mapua Insti- 


Not in my hometown 
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tute of Technology. In 1973, during a forum 
held at the University of Santo Tomas, Trajano 
asked Imee Marcos why she was serving as 
chair of the Kabataang Barangay when there 
had been no election. Immediately after the 
forum, he was abducted by Imee's body- 
guards. A week later, his corpse was found, It 
bore unmistakable signs of torture 

"rajano's parents sued Imee Marcos for 
murder and torture before the US Federal 
District Court of Hawaii. In 1992, the court 
found Imee Marcos guilty and ordered her to 
pay Trojano's parents the sum of $1 million. 

"Those are your perceptions," the educa- 
tor retorted. 

Whoa. What's next for Imee Marcos—an 
honorary doctorate?” How naive of me. 

"And what did Imee donate to WVSU?" I 
asked. 

“Nothing.” 

Kuno. 1 decided to enrol at the Central 
Philippine University. 

“Nothing,” Dr. Rosario Acerson of the lloi- 
lo Doctor's Hospital replied when I asked 
her if she had anything new to say after the. 
Supreme Court ordered the Kuratong Bale- 
leng case reopened. A week earlier, upon the 
recommendation of Dr. Rene Juaneza, the 
IDH board had invited Sen, Ping Lacson to 
be the guest of honor and speaker at the 
Jaunching of the IDH Kidney Foundation. 

‘Were the doctors who had worked hard to 
put up the foundation aware of the charac- 
ter and background of their guest of honor? 

“I can't tolerate this," Dr. Acerson said. 

Kuno. Exactly what she couldn't tolerate, 
she didn’t explain. 

My hometown is giving me a colossal cul- 
ture shock! The general apathy Гуе experi- 
enced alternately disgusts and saddens me. 
But lately, thank God, I have met some 
Ilonggos with a social conscience. Let's not 
forget June Abordo. 

‘To this day, the Marcoses have not paid a 
single centavo to the human rights victims 
many of whom have already passed away. In 
the meantime, Imee Marcos, with gazillions 
of loot at her disposal, is everywhere in 
Western Visayas. Artista ang packaging, 
"day! Nangangampanya na talaga, with а 
formidable national media network to cover 
her activities. The buzz is that her staff solic- 
its invitations for her to grace events even in. 
the remotest towns. Malls are not spared. 

‘The local government officials who invite 
her are equally revolting. (Are they salivat- 
ing for blood money as doles?) Shame. 

"Then there's the legendary short memory 
of Filipinos. I call it cowardice 

‘The youth comprise 59 percent of the vot- 
ers in 2004, Most of them, however, are not 
aware of the major role Marcos and his 
cronies played in the “death by decomposi- 
tion” of our nation, as Nelson Navarro once 
put it. Every day, as many as 3,000 Filipinos, 
among them members of the upper middle 
class, leave our country, having lost all hope 
for our country. 

IY Imee Marcos wins а Senate seat in 2004, 
she will be the first Marcos to win in a nation- 
al election since Edsa 1, although she won't 
be the first to use the Senate as a refuge from 
civil and criminal suits, Pag itong isinuka na 
ng bayan ibabalik pa sa poder, patay na. Jus- 
tice will never ever come to pass sa mahal 
nating bayang Pilipinas, So help us God. 


Cynthia Patag has a BA in Literature from De 
La Salle University and is now working on a 
second diploma so she can teach English to 
public school students. 
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WASHINGTON—North Korea 
has told the United States that 
it has nuclear weapons and 
hinted it may sell or use them 
depending on US actions, 
sources said Thursday as three- 
way talks in Beijing ended a 
day early amid recriminations. 

Secretary of State Colin Powell said 
the talks between US, North Korean 
and Chinese diplomats had featured 
"strong views" on all sides and that the 
discussions, which had been scheduled 
to go through Friday had concluded. 

However, North Korea's delegation 
attending the talks entered the Beijing 
dialogue venue on Friday as it had done 
for the past two days, but there was no 
immediate sign of the US delegation. 

Asia envoy James Kelly, the chief US 
delegate, left his hotel at 7:30 a.m., 
but his whereabouts were not known. 

President George W. Bush said 
overnight that North Korea had re- 
verted to “blackmail” in the first di- 
rect high-level encounter between 
Washington and Pyongyang since the. 
nuclear crisis erupted in October. 

Powell also said the United States 
would not bow to blackmail, threats 
or “bellicose statements" but like oth- 
er US officials would not disclose 
‘what the North Koreans had said. 

US sources with authoritative 
knowledge of the Beijing meetings 
said, however, that the head of the 
North Korean delegation Li Gun had 
confirmed that chat the Stalinist state 
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North Korea tells US 
it has nuclear bombs, 
may sell or use them 


NORTH Korea leader Kim Jong-il 


had nuclear weapons as Washington 
has long suspected. 

"They said what we always knew, 
that they do have weapons,” one source 
said. “That doesn't shock us, we have 
been saying it. Now they have said it.” 

Li also told Kelly that North Korea 
had gone ahead with reprocessing 
8,000 spent fuel rods at its Yongbyon 
plant, which could produce enough 
weapons grade plutonium for several 
more nuclear bombs, the sources said. 

They said they were unsure 
whether that was a bluff or whether 
Pyongyang had indeed gone ahead 
with the reprocessing of the rods. 

"They did claim that they had repro- 
cessed almost all of the fuel rods, but at 
this point we don't knowifthat's true or 
Just plain bullshit,” one source said. 

‘The Washington Post quoted a US 
official as saying Li had told Kelly 


‘words to the effect of “It’s up to you 
whether we do a physical demonstra- 
tion or transfer" nuclear weapons. 

Several US television networks re- 
ported that Li had threatened to “test, 
‘export or use" its nuclear weapons. 

But the sources, who spoke to AFP 
on condition of anonymity, said such 
descriptions were inaccurate and a 
possible exaggeration. 

“They did not use the words ‘test,’ 
‘export’ or ‘detonate,” one source 
said. “They talked ambiguously about 
‘what they might do and it’s too early 
to say what they meant.” 

Despite the leaked details about 
the meetings, US officials publicly de- 
clined to confirm any of North Korea’s 
bombshell announcements. 

"We have certainly said for many 
years that we thought North Korea had 
nuclear weapons, so it would not come 
as any great surprise for them to say 
something like that,” said State Depart- 
‘ment spokesperson Richard Boucher. 

“They said a lot of things that re- 
quire careful analysis,” he said. 

The South Korean government was 
im touch with Washington, seeking 
clarification of the news reports. 

“We are talking with Washington. So 
far we have heard nothing official about 
the reports on nuclear weapons” said 
Lee Jihyun, Presidential Roh Moo-Hyun's 
spokesperson forthe foreign press. 

The meeting, which began on 
Wednesday did not collapse but end- 
ей before their scheduled close Fri- 
day, according toUSsources, — AFP 
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Now it’s bird flu: WHO calls for vigilance 


GENEVA—The United Na- toms arise, they should ous the UN agency sai virus should be enhanced 
tions World Health Organi- consulta doctor who will “Close investigation, in- in humans and susceptible 
ion has called on coun- then initiate laboratory cluding tracing oftheveteri- animals (including chick- 
tries hitby anew epidemic testing and reporting to narams contacts, has not ens, turkeys, and pigs)" 
ofa highly contagious bird health officials,” said a revealed any transmission the statement said. 
flu, which apparently statement released оп of the disease (in its severe "The WHO Global In- 
Killed at least one person ‘Thursday at WHO head- form, as opposed to the fluenza Surveillance Net- 
after crossing the species quarters in Geneva. much milder conjunctivitis) work is currently assem- 
barrier to exercise special А test kit for the ailment to other persons. Based on bling a test kit for H7N7 
vigilance. being prepared by WHO available evidence, WHO that will be ready for use in 
‘An outbreak of theavian should be ready in three concludes that the death із three weeks. As a precau- 
influenza, caused by a weeks, thestatementsaid. ап isolated case, as по effi. tionary measure, the net- 
virus known as H7N7, has The April 17 death ofa cient human-to-human work is also working on 
Tecenty been reported in Dutch veterinarian whohad transmission of the avian the development of a vac- 
the Netherlands and Bel- been in contact with infect. H7N7 influenza virus strain cine for H7N7,” the state- 
gium, following epidemics ed poultry appeared tohave has been detected." ment said. AFP 
Of a similar disease in been an “isolated case,” the accordance with 
Hong Kong. WHO statement said. НО pandemic p DEAD chicken that were 
"WHO advises that per- A further 83 people in the _paredness plan for influen- killed with gas asa 
sons in contact with H7N7- Netherlands had been dia; za, WHO recommends that precaution in à bird flu 
affected poultry flocks nosed with mid conjunctivi- in countries where initial infectedareaareloaded on 
Should be on guard for апу tisandflikesymptomsthat cases of H7N7 were detect- a truck while darkness sets 
signs and symptoms ofres- had been traced to H7N7, ей, surveillance and diag- in Helden, the 
piratory disease. If symp- but their cases were not seri- nosis of the avian H7N7 Netherlands, April24, ar 
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Bush says evidence suggest Bush a fan of A-Sabbaf 


WASHINGTON President "But in the case of the statue 

George W. Bush had some (of Saddam being toppled), or: 

a am ea or severe ur knee-slapping laughs at the ex- Sahhaf, somebody would say 
pense of former Iraqi informa- he’s getting ready to speak, and 


tion minister Mohammad Said Га pop out of a meeting or turn 
WASHINGTON—President George Bush acknowledged rising de- Bush said the position charted porters about news that Tariq Az- | al-Sahhaf, known for in-your- and watch the TV" the US pres-: 


W Bush says “some evidence” exists mands from Iraqis that US troops by Chirac for Europe “would iz, the former: ‘deputy prime minis- face defiance that at times bog- ident added. 

that US air strikes оп the first night of leave Iraq, but he said they would weaken ... the Nato alliance." ter of Iraq, had been captured. gled the mind, he told NBC. “He was great.” 

the Iraq маг may have killed or remain "as long as necessary" ОҒ the singing Texas tio, who Не had no public appearances | ” “Somebody accused us of _ Al-Sahhaf vanished, when 

severely wounded Saddam Hussein. Could that mean two years? have been outspoken critics of the scheduled for Friday. hiring him and putting him US forces entered central 
"That would clear up some oth- Brokaw asked. “Could—or less. US-led war, Bush said, “The Dixie While still in Ohio, Bush raised | there. He was a classic,” Bush Baghdad, and may be dead but 

er mysteries, he told NBC's Tom Who knows,” Bush said. Chicks are free to speak theirmind.” the possibility that any Iraqi | laughed in an interview with his words are still very much 

Brokaw, including why there Не had pointed words for his Аг the same time, Bush added: weapons of mass destruction were | NBC television Thursday when alive on the Web. 

weren't more oll field fires, why critics, from the Dixie Chicks to “They shouldn't have their feel- destroyed before or during the | reminded of AlSahhafs re- Among them: “My feelings,- 

dams weren't blown up and why French President Jacques Chirac. ings hurt just because some peo- v gforthefirst | marks to the effect that Iraqi as usual, we will slaughter, 

the Iraqi defense of Baghdad was Of Chirac, who led the opposi- pie don’t want to buy their records t m troops may | troops were repulsing US forces them all.” 

so uncoordinated. tion at the United Nations to the when they speak out. You know, come up empty in their search. at the Baghdad airport and that “Our initial assessment is 
Ina wide-ranging interview on war against Iraq, Bush said: "I freedom is a two-way street.” But in the interview with Brokaw, | the war was almost over. that they will all die.” 

Thursday aboard Air Force One doubt he'll be coming to the Bush returned Thursday after- he said he still believes some of these “You know, a lot of the stuff I *Faltering forces of infidels 

—his first extensive one since be- ranch any time soon.” noon froma tripto Ohio, where he weapons will be found but that “its | get, people come in and report cannot just enter a country of* 

fore the war—Bush cautioned Iran Bush has invited other world promoted his tax-cut plan and vis- going to take time to find them." to me—did you hear what so- 26 million people and lay be- 

and Syria anew not to interfere іп leaders to his Texas ranch, includ- ited a tank manufacturing plant. Не conceded that “there's go- | and-so said, or did you see siege to them! They are the 

Iraq. But he said in the interview ing Australian Prime Minister Ashe entered ће White House, he ing to be a lot of skepticism until that? Sol geta lot of things sec- ones who will find themselves 

that the United States has “no John Howard—a war support- flashed a grin and madea thumbs- people find... a weapons of mass ondhand,” Bush said, under siege.” AFP. 

tary plans” againsteithernation, — er—fornextweekend. up gesture when asked by re- destruction program.” AP 


Who betrayed 
Anne Frank 
still a mystery 


AMSTERDAM—Dutch historians trying to find 
ош who betrayed Jewish teenager Anne 
Frank—a riddle for the six decades since she 
was killed in the Nazi Holocaust—said on 
‘Thursday they had cleared three main suspects. 

Prompted by recent books suggesting new 
suspects, the Netherlands Institute for War 
Documentation (NIOD) revisited the ques- 
tion of who informed on Anne and seven oth- 
er Jews hiding in a canalside house in Ger- 
 man-occupied Amsterdam in 1944. 

“Our investigation has not led us to the cul- 
prit,” NIOD researchers wrote in a report due 
to be presented on Friday but posted on the 
institute's Web site on Thursday. 

The new inquiry concentrated on three main 
suspects, all dead: a warehouse man at Prinsen- 
gracht 263, where the Franks were hidi 
cleaning lady; and a Dutch Nazi said to have had 
business dealings with Опо Frank, Anne's father. 

It was the latest of several attempts to es- 
tablish who betrayed the eight whose two 
years in the cramped secret annex were de- 
scribed in Anne Frank's world-famous diary. 

‘Anne's diary, first published in 1947 by Otto 
Frank—the only one of the eight to return from 
‘German concentration camps—is the most widely 
read document to emerge from the Nazi Holo- 
‘austin which six million Jews were murdered. 

Investigations in 1948 and 1963 centered 
on the suspicion that a warehouse man, 
Willem van Maaren, betrayed the Franks. 

Speculation was rekindled in 1998 when writ- 
er Melissa Mueller published an Anne Frank bi- 
ography suggesting the culprit was a cleaner 
who worked at Prinsengracht 263, Lena Hartog. 

In 2002, British author Carol Ann Lee pub- 
lished a biography of Otto Frank that pointed 
the finger at Dutch Nazi Tonny Ahlers, a cash- 
strapped anti-Semite she said had done busi- 
ness with Anne's father. Ahlers died in 2000. 

But NIOD said: “The conclusion of our in- 
quiry is that we do not consider any of the 
three suspects to be a likely candidate for the 
role of betrayer.” 

Lee suggested Ahlers betrayed the Franks 
to earn himself a bounty. She also suggested 
‘Otto was blackmailed up until his death in 
1980 by Ahlers, paying Ahlers in return for his 
silence about Frank's business with Germany 
during World War Two. 

NIOD, whose new inquiry was launched last 
summer, said the Ahlers-as-betrayer theory was 
based chiefly on comments made by Ahlers 
himself—a notorious braggart and fantasist. 

"We see (Ahlers) above all as a boaster who 
pretended to be much more important than 
he really was, He was somebody with whom 
one should be on one's guard, but above all 
somebody whose word was not to be taken on 
trust," the report said. Reuters 


Top Israeli | ' 
rabbi accused Haya dito siya sa Talk N Text! з 
of groping теп "атаан е GSM Subscribers"; 


JERUSALEM—One of Israel's top two rabbis, Yona 
‘Metzger, is accused of sexually harassing four adult i $ 
Mie de EMI залинани енг Raya ikaw diyan, wag na kung saan-saan pal 

The four men accused the chief rabbi of Is- Mag-Talk N Tent ka nal 
rael's Ashkenazi Jews, of central and eastern ЧЕХ 
European origin, of repeatedly “groping” 
them, the tabloid said on its front page, 
adding that they passed a lie detector test. 

‘The daily Haaretz for its part revealed that 
Metzger was barred by the chief rabbinate 
from running for Tel Aviv rabbi in 1998 fol- 
lowing several complaints. 

‘The report quoted by the newspaper did not 
specifically mention harassment charges but cit- 
ed accusations that Metzger forged signatures to 
cash in on lucrative Jewish wedding contracts. 

Metzger and his Sephardic counterpart 
Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, representing Mediter- 
ranean and Middle Eastern Jews, were both 
elected for 10 years on April 15. > Lamang Ка ра with these exciting features! 


The two appointments marked a victory of Nationwidest coverage with over 3,000 cellsites!” - Access over 250 zed services! 
ultra-Orthodox parties over the settler- 


backed Zionist movement, but Israel's two ы 23 
chief rabbis have a mainly ceremonial гос aaa 


since Jewish communities traditionally fol- лт йул ering cio = А 
Tow theit awn tabhis AFP ewe ob GORE MOA ROR SERIA) yak 
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Mayor Rodrigo Duterte con- 
firmed that at least 700 contrac- 
tual employees were laid off as of 
the end of March alone. 

The mayor said he might fire 
more employees because he 
wanted to spend the money for 
their salaries for crime-busting 
activities assistance to bomb vic- 
tims and funds for an additional 
1,800 barangay guards and civil- 
ian volunteers, which the city 
government would need. 
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Gity Treasurer Engdian Kong 
said Duterte was spending at least 
P6 million per month from his 
peace and order fund for the needs 
ofthe Task Force Davao alone. 

At least 500 soldiers were de- 
ployed under the task force to re- 
inforce the capability of the police 
against terror attacks following 
the series of bomb explosions here. 
that killed at least 48 people. 

The task force was formed af- 
ter President Macapagal-Arroyo 
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Workers lose jobs to war on terrorism 


DAVAO CITY—A large number of employees here, those 
who were hired as contractuals, were terminated as the 
cost of the fight against terrorism soared. 


placed the city under a state of 
lawless violence. 

Kong said the money was be- 
ing spent for gasoline and admin- 
istrative operations including 
telephone, power and water 
needs and rental for the building 
that serves as the headquarters of 
the task force. 

‘The money spent for the task 
force was expected to increase, as 
the number of soldiers would also 
double this month. 

Col Rodolfo Obaniana, com- 
mander of the 701 Infantry 
Brigade, earlier said that some 
1,200 soldiers were to be deployed 


to the city over two months. 

This year, Duterte has, at his 
discretion, a total of P141 million 
as peace and order budget. Re- 
cently, he urged the city council 
to give him an additional appro- 
priation of P83.4 million. 

Lt. Col. Agane Adriatico, task 
force spokesperson, told reporters 
here on Thursday that the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines has also 
allocated P30,000 for each compa- 
ny of soldiers as logistics fund par- 
ticularly for fuel expenses, vehicle 
tires and maintenance expenses. 

Aside from this, each soldier 
receives P60 per day as meal al- 


provincial newsinquirercom.ph 


TION 


VISAYAS BUREAU 
‘fa Cebu Daty News 


lowance. 

While the city has no limitation 
on how much it will allocate for 
peace and order, City Budget Offi 
Cer Pacita Eugenio assured that 
the fund was being spent properly. 

The Task Force Davao has iden- 
tified 25 high-risk areas that 
could be possible targets of more. 
terrorist attacks. 

But Task Force Davao spokes- 
person Lt. Col. Agane Adriatico 
refused to identify the areas, only 
hinting that these are crowded 
and where vital installations are 
located. 

He said more government 


18-15 Escano St, Cebu Cty 

та Nos (032) 233-0346/239-0949 
Fax No. (032) 232-9038 

E-nali póveOshynat net 


^ ROUNDUP 
Special polls 


ILAGAN, Isabela—The Commission on Elections 
has approved the holding of special elections in 
the fourth congressional district of Isabela on 
May 12 to fil in the position left by the late Rep. 
Antonio Abaya. Reports here said former Board 
Member Giorgidi Aggabao and Dr. Asuncion 
‘Abaya, widow of Abaya and former chief of the. 
Southern Isabela General Hospital, would vie for 
the position. Santiago Gity Mayor dose Miranda, 
who was earlier reported to be interested in run- 
ning for fourth district representative, has backed 
out of the race. The Isabela provincial govern- 
ment has allotted P6.4 million for the elections. 
Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Bangus fest today 

DAGUPAN CITY—The second eight-day Bangus 
Festival opens here today with local and foreign 
functionaries gracing the occasion which was ex- 
pected to draw some 200,000 visitors from all over 
the country and abroad. A precedent-seting Ban- 
gus Congress will highlight the affair, with President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo delivering the keynote address. 
The city will also repeat its bid to break the world 
record for the longest barbecue gril now held by 
Peru at 613 meters, according to a news release. 


Talent test 

BAGUIO CITY—The University of the Philippines 
Baguio will hod a talent determination test for inter- 
амай applicants to its Certificate in Visual Arts pro- 
gram for schoolyear 2003-2004. The test will be 
held on April 28 and May 5 and 12, from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the UP Baguio visual arts building. For de- 
tails, cali (074) 444-8393 or send an e-mail at 
upbpinta@upb.edu.ph. PD! Northern Luzon Bureau 


Boy's body found 

BACOLOD CITY—The body of a 15-year-old boy 
‘was recovered on Monday 1.5 km away from the 
‘Soleo Beach Resort in San Enrique, Negros Occi- 
dental where he and his 4-year-old relative drowned 
during an Easter excursion on Sunday. Robbie John 
Guzman of Baliwagan, San Enrique was declared. 
missing Sunday while Mary Cris Erael, 4, was de- 
 clared dead on arrival at the Valladolid District Hos- 
pital. Guzman and Erael, along with five other pas- 
‘sengers, were on board a pump boat being steered 
by Erael's father, Vicente, off the Soleo Beach Resort 
in San Enrique when it capsized at about 2:30 p.m. 
Vicente said the motorboat overturned when his 
passengers panicked after the sea craft tilted to its. 
side. Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Boy hurt in gunfire 
CEBU CITY—An eight-year-old boy was injured 
when the gun he was playing with accidentally 
went off. The boy, Noel Densing, who played with 
the gun inside their house in Sitio Sandayong, 
‘Barangay Liki, Sogod, Cebu, was hit in the knee. 
Densing was brought to a Cebu City hospital for 
treatment. The Sogod police believed that the 
boy's stepfather, Wilfredo Comandador, owned 
‘the gun, of an undetermined caliber. 

Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


2 diein smashup 
KIDAPAWAN CITY—Two people were killed while. 
four others were serlously injured when the vehi- 
cle they were in smashed into an acacia tree 
along Quezon Boulevard here at around 7 p.m. 
Friday. Reports said the driver of the van was try- 
ing to avoid collision with a passenger bus. The 
fatalities were identified as Charlle Sanchez of 
this city and Reynaldo Canedo of Makilala, North 
Cotabato, Injured were Jerome Ochique and 
Amancie Raquiza, both residents of this city. The 
identities of the other victims were still belng es- 
tablished. Police said the victims, aboard an 
Isuzu Highlander van with plate LTR 671, came 
from Davao City and were en route to Kabacan, 
North Cotabato when the mishap occurred. 
Charlie Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Girlhas AIDS 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Health authorities here 
reported that among the persons recorded to have 
the dreaded human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), 
the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS), Is a 10-year-old gil. The state- 
Tun General Santos Integrated Hospital (GSIH) has 
so far recorded seven HIV cases here. Dr. Mely Las- 
timoso, chief of the social hygiene center ot the 
General Santos Integrated Hospital, told reporters 
that tour of the seven persons with HIV were moni- 
tored through surveillance while the three others 
were patients. Lastimosa further revealed that two 
‘ofthe three patients have already died while the oth- 
‘er one could no longer be tracked down. The De- 
partment of Heath's HIV and AIDS surveillance ac- 
tivities noted that in Davao City, si of 10 persons 
earlier monitored to have been affictad with tha dis- 
ease have died, while four of the seven persons with 
HIVAAIDS in General Santos City have also died. 
Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


BESIEGED 


Life changed for the town of Alcala in Pangasinan following reports that the disease SARS has set foot on the area. Townsfolk 
ко about their normal lives, but are besieged by the SARS scare that some children have resorted to wearing masks. 
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Picnic turns to tragedy as 4 drown off Cebu 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—What started as a picnic 
ended in tragedy for members of a clan 
who were having a reunion in the island- 
barangay of Malapascua, Daanbantayan 
town, Cebu. 

Four persons, three of them children, 
drowned on Thursday night after the mo- 
torboat they were riding in capsized off 
Chocolate islet, about six kilometers off 


16-year-old nursing student sues doc for rape 


ILOILO CITY—A doctor, who is a 
teacher in a school in Capiz, has been 
accused of raping a 16-year-old nurs- 
ing student last April 1. 

The victim filed a complaint of rape 
against Alvin Bernabe on April 23 be- 
fore the prosecutor's office in Roxas 
City, Capiz. 

‘The suspectis a resident surgeon at 
Roxas Memorial General Hospital 
and a part-time instructor of a school 
in Roxas. 

The Inquier called Bernabe in his 
cellular phone yesterday but it was ei- 


Barangay Tapilon, Daanbantayan town, 
about 130 km north of this city. 

The victims were sailing back to the 
town proper after attending a reunion in 
Malapascua, which is known for its white- 
sand beach. 

The victims were identified as Cather- 
ine Rosell, 21, a junior college student; 
Shauien Canton, 9; Esteban Montejo, 3 
and Debie Acero, 3, all of Daanban- 
tayan. 

Still missing was Raingel Areglo, 5, 


also of Daanbantayan. Tapilon Baran- 
gay captain Corsino Rosas immediately 
conducted a search and rescue opera- 
tion. 

Tilano Dublin, liaison officer of Daan- 
bantayan Mayor Maria Luisa Loot, said 
the victims belonged to the Areglo clan, 
which held a reunion on April 23. 

The following day, the clan members 
agreed to hold a picnic in Malapascua, 
which was 45 minutes away by boat from 
the mainland. 
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troops have been deployed to 
these areas. 

He also called on the public to 
be patient with the presence of 
police and military forces, 

Adriatico said everybody should 
submit themselves to inspection. 

But he said checkpoints have 
not intercepted bomb or bomb- 
making materials, only stolen 
goods. 

“At least robbers and other 
criminals will also be monitored 
through checkpoints and surveil- 
lance operations,” he said. An- 
thony Allada, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


GMA says P1B 
ready for war 
on SARS 


DAVAO CITY—President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo on Tuesday said the 
government has set aside P1 bil- 
lion for measures to prevent the 
spread of Severe Acute Respirato- 
ry Syndrome (SARS) in the coun- 
uy 

Ms Macapagal said aside from 
ensuring funds would be immedi- 
ately available for SARS patients, 
the government was also taking 
the necessary steps to upgrade 
hospital facilities in the country 
to make these cope with the tech- 
nological demands of SARS. 

Speaking before graduating 
students of the University of Min- 
danao here, the President said 
her government would build fa- 
cilities for SARS cases in Olon- 
заро, Cebu and Davao. 

But she said all the govern- 
ments efforts would be futile un- 
less people cooperated. 

Ms Macapagal issued an ap- 
peal to the public to strictly abide 
by quarantine procedures set 
forth by the Department of 
Health. 

SARS has been spreading like 
wildfire in some parts of Asia and 
the Americas, particularly in 


with the 
trend, it was not remote that the 
virus could soon spread in the 
country. 

Health authorities have been 
tracking people in Alcala, Pangasi- 
man, who had come into contact 
wich nursing aide Adela Catalon. 

Catalon, who came from Cana- 
da via Japan, stayed in Barangay 
Vacante to help supervise the 
treatment of her father who was 
suffering from colon cancer. 

Health authorities said they 
suspected that Caralon's death 
was a SARS case. Dennis Jay 
Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


ther turned off or outside the cover- 
age area. 

In her affidavit, the student said 
Bernabe allegedly raped her on the 
evening of April 1 when she went to 
see him to discuss about her failing 
grades in Anatomy and Physiology. 

He allegedly poked a knife at her 
and brought her to a lodging house 
where he raped her. 

"You choose, you ‘give me your 
body or ЇЇ kill you,” she said, quoting 
the doctor. 

The victim said that after sexually 


abusing her, the doctor gave her a test 
paper and told her to work on it. 

“He dictated to me the answer, 
and (in) between sobs, I followed 
his instructions. I was able to finish 
answering the test paper for more 
than an hour,” she said in her affi- 
davit. 

Before sending her home the fol- 
lowing day, the doctor warned the 
student not to tell anyone or he 
would kill her. Ma. Diosa Labiste, 
with a report from Nestor Burgos 
Jr, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Drought destroys P8.3M in crops in GenSan City 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Drought 
has destroyed some P8.2-million 
‘worth of agricultural crops here, ac- 
cording to the City Agriculturist Of- 
fice (CAO), 

City agriculturist Abelardo Llagas 
said the prolonged dry season has 
damaged 1,224.25 hectares of land in 
eight barangays in the city. 

The CAO based its estimate on re- 
ports from its technicians from 
November 2002 to January 2003. 

авая, however, said the figure 


could increase when new reports 
comein. 

Severely affected were the Ba- 
rangays of Katangawan, Mabuhay, 
Sinawal, San Jose, Olympog, 
Batomelong, Tinagacan and Ba- 
wing. 

арав said farmers in these areas 
are now dependent on rootcrops. 

Some, he added, left their ba- 
rangays to earn a living elsewhere. 

Since the beginning of the dry sea- 
son last year, CAO and the Depart- 


ment of Agriculture had already con- 
ducted a total of 48 sorties in 23 days 
of cloud seeding. 

Llagas, however, said cloud seed- 
ing could nor support the water re- 
quirement of cornfields in upland ar- 
eas, 

"These are not sufficient because 
corn has a three-month maturity. The 
cloud seeding is also not a guarantee 
because of the strong winds,” he said. 
Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
теш 


Relatives of dead landowner sue gov for bouncing checks 


A FAMILY from Misamis Oriental yes- 
terday sought President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's help in their quest for justice 
against the provinces governor 
whom the family sued for estafa. 

‘The family of Loreto Aquino, who 
died on April 1 after failed bid to re- 
envera piece nf property that she last 


to Gov. Antonio Calingin, sued the 
governor for estafa. 

In February 2001, the governor 
offered го buy the lot for P20 mil- 
lion. The governor convinced the 
late Aquino to issue a deed of abso- 
lure sale to facilitate a P28 million 
Ioan from the Jand Rank of rhe 


Phils. 

The governor paid the Aquino 
family P100,000 in earnest money 
and issued four checks which all 
bounced. 

‘The family of the late landowner 


sued Calingin for these unfunded 
rece 


SARS scare keeps 
yacbt race at bay 


By Gia Damaso-Dumo 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAUANG, La Union This beach town, 
which is largely dependent on tourists 
during summer, has paid dearly to re- 
duce the risk of exposing its residents to 
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) virus. 

Before the Holy Week, the peak of the 
tourist season here, local officials led by 
acting Gov. Augusto Aureo Nisce, 
moved to cancel the biennial Hong 
Kong-San Fernando Regatta because of 
the "serious concern of (the) people 
(over) the possible spread of SARS in La 
Union.” 

The regatta is touted as one of the 
world's great offshore races. 

The strongly worded letter ad- 
dressed to race Chair Vic Locke of the 
Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club was en- 
dorsed by the departments of health 
and tourism; the bureaus of quaran- 
tine, customs, and immigration; and 
the Philippine National Police, Navy 
and Coast Guard, 

Bauang Mayor Eulogio Clarence Mar- 
tin de Guzman Ш, San Fernando City 
acting Mayor Bernardo Valero and resort 
owner Carol Rossiter also endorsed the 
cancellation. 

It was the first cancellation in the 
regatta's 27-year history, The race be- 
gins at Hong Kong's Victoria Harbor, 
crosses the South China Sea, rounds 
San Fernando's Poro Point, and ends 
in the calm beaches of Paringao in 
Bauang. The route covers about 768 
km. 
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Bohol media fall ‘victim’ to SARS 


By Chito A. Fuentes 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
wrote. 
TAGBILARAN CITY—The local 
media have become the first “ca- 
sualty” of the dreaded Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) when the first reported 
case in the province turned out do." 
to bea case of a bum stir (Kuryen- 


The first hint of the so-called 
SARS case was mentioned in 
the Bohol Chronicle. In his col- 
wmn "Obiter Dictum," lawyer 
Danilo Bantugan said he got 
wind of a Boholana domestic 
helper from Hong Kong who 
came home just before Holy 
Week. 

“Reports said she passed the 
quarantine of the Department 
of Health at the (Mactan) Cebu 
International Airport upon her 


SARS. 


Panay folk complain 
of 2-3 hour outages 


RESIDENTS of Panay Island have been com- 
plaining of two to three-hour power outages 
thathave wreaked havoc on the island's econ- 
omy. 

The demand for electricity is highest in the 
evening, reaching 175 megawatts. 

The island is connected to the Cebu-Neg- 
ros-Panay Grid which has a capacity of only 
74 megawatts. During peak hours, there is а 
shortfall of at least 16 megawatts, which 
translates into two to three hour outages. 

Those suffering from the outages are all 
‘customers of the National Power Corp. 

Panay Electric Corp., the other supplier of 
electricity on the island, has received no com- 
plaints in some parts of Panay, including lloilo 
City. 

Power is generated by four plants all con- 
nected to the Panay Grid—Dingle diesel 
plant, 36 megawatts; PPC diesel plant, 74 
MW; power barge 103, 32 MW and power 
barge 104, 32 MW. 


-because we vant ro serve you better. 


arrival aboard a direct flight 
from Hong Kong," 


Bantugan, also a councilor of 
Tagbilaran City, did not identify air 
the hometown of the Boholana 
"lest we cause panic because 
that is not what we intend to 


He only hinted that the sup- 
te). posed victim's 
"among the neighboring towns of 
Tagbilaran.” 

The story was then picked up 
by radio station dyRD, a sister 
company of the Chronicle. 

In the morning edition of the 
popular public service program, 
“Inyong Alagad” host Fred 
Araneta omitted the name of the 
hometown of the supposed Bo- 
holana reported to be sick of 


Unfortunately, when he inter- 


viewed a personnel of a health alleged death of a Hong Kong- 

agency, the source uttered the based domestic helper was not 

words “An” before the technician true. 

could switch the interview offthe “Negative,” Rebosura declared 
in a radio interview. 

The mayor noted that there 
has been no report of any recent 
death of a domestic helper from 
Hong Kong. 

He added that there was even 
no report that any of the reported 
overseas contract workers from 
the former British protectorate 
came home recently. 

Former Antiquera mayor Isa- 
belito Tongco was more direct. 

“1 urge the media to be more 
responsible. This is not a joking 
matter,” Tongco angrily retorted 
as he said it placed Antequera ina 
bad light. 

Dr. Francisco Razalo, Bohol 
provincial health officer, said the 
report was a false alarm. 


Bantugan 


The town of Antequera, only 
19 kilometers from Tagbilaran, 
became the logical conclusion of 
theriddle 

Another town, which starts 
with the letters, “An” is Anda but 
it is more than 100 kilometers 
from the city. 

On Thursday Atong Balita 
Sano, a local paper in the vernac- 
ular, bannered the story, this time 
specifically referring to Ante- 
quera as the hometown of the al- 
leged victim. 

Antequera officials swiftly de- 
nied the report. 

Antequera Mayor Samuel Re- 
bosura, who ordered his people 
to check on the report, said the 


hometown is 


© PHONIC 


PROFESSIONAL AUDIO 


State of the art engineering at 
а price within your reach. 


i-i: T] LLE 


POWERPOD 740 
Powered Mixer 

+ Built-in 200W + 200W/40 amplifier 
* 4 types of digital effect 
+ 7 input channels compatible with mic/line level 

-band EQ on each input channel 

built-in limiters 
+ Dual 7-band graphic equalizers 
+ Switchable global phantom power 
* Effect out for external signal processing 

Visit our website at: www.phonic.com 


For deslership inquiries, please call tei. 852-0031 or e-mail: mgme@compass.com.ph 


PACIFIC PLANS’ 
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We've moved far from the maddening crowd to а more comvenlenc location in Макай 


For the processing of your education, memorial, pension and insurance claims: 
Visit us at our new Claims & Benefis Center, 9/F Grepalife Building 221 Sen. Git 1 Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 
Мете open 8:00 AM 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday 


Io Eiucalon. Pension & Inswance Claims: 


Cail Tek Nos. 817-6834 / 813-1227 local 509 

‘813-1215 local 508 7 813-1229 local 512 during regular business hours 

For Memorial Benois & Services: 

Call Tel Nos. 812-9662 8 812-9663. Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, Including Sundays & holidays. 


Avoid the last minute enrollment rush! For your convenience, о 
file your complete education claims requirements NOW ог PACIFIC PLANS 
at feast a week before your scheduled schoo! enrollment. Lope 


‘Customer Action Center Hotline: 816-0000 
wenn pacticplans.com 


utes samen СВО epe Pace Panos of vines: REC Baars AY Fountain Honda Cors Guzen Cy enn, atcha 
(eet teris AD Cureton t qus mente at Pages ed I ete sapan reg Ж ao te эши wre ur tte 
www yas com.ph 


Y GC sace Group of Copies 
Toce We Can Do Mott For You. 


im OF PME HE ote 


Safe, durable playmat for teddiers. 

Four sections of water filled fun. 

Gentle А Adjustable water spraying ection 
over 9 square feet. 


me: 
FEET crazy көз octopus 


Inflatable octopus squirts water everyshere. 


with a crazy water s ‘ction 
FL Sue? aene d к 


Put your friends water-fighting skills to 
dest with this exciting gome. 

Equiped with a Hydro Blaster and splash attack 
bombs & rockets. 

Product sine - 3 high x 3° wide x 2 deep 


"Two inflatable battle rafts. 
Lightweight and safe 
Easy to inflate. 


se Ване Blaster 
S Pirate ship & Submarine 


ya 


Challenge your friends to apirate ship battle. 
Each fun float comes with a fedium-powered 


Challenge your friends to a het potato toss and 
See who is the first to get soaked! 


Non-stop launching ection. i 
Blast medium sized rocket CEEE 
missiles from o rotetionb drum. 

Жане rockets, no need to reload. 


XXL Stinger Missile 


Launches large foam missiles. 

Straight or at 90 degree angles shooting action. 
Blasting Sound FX. 

‘Strong kick back sensation. 


Tiger Shork & Alligator Rider 


Inflatable Shark & Alligator for water action fun. 
онуд 


БЕСЫ 
mo. m 
Toy Kington 


Fora minimum P500 purchase of Six Fiigs, Balloon 
апа JLAInliatables entities customer to a FREE 
mini POCKET FAN. 


reete on s motn. 
FREE Pocket Fan 


Promo exclusive 
at Toy Kingdom 
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ACROSS THE NATION ` 


Nature Park brings back 
Cebu’s vanished past 


‘THE 8-HA Nature Park in the University of San Carlos campus in Barangay Talamban, 
and plants long wiped out by reckless plunder. 


By Juan L. Mercado 
Cebu City 


C 


out by reckless plunder? 

‘The modest 8-ha Nature Park that the 
University of San Carlos (USC) inaugu- 
rated this month in its campus in Baran- 
gay Talamban here will try. 

Hunters have long driven the Visayan 
spotted deer from Cebu, Masbate and 
Guimaras. The Visayan warty pig went 
the same way. 

But some deer survivors are main- 
iained in breeding centers in Dumaguete 
City and Bacolod City. And the San Diego 
700 in California has warty pigs. 

Exchanges аге now being arranged to 
“bring back some deer and pigs, from a 
long vanished past” to Talamban, so Ce- 
buanos can see their past. 

Fi, Roderick Salazar SVD, USC presi- 
dent, cut the ritual ribbon for the park in 
early April. But that was a formality, real- 
ly. A cool young forest already carpets 
опсе- раге hills behind the university. 


Proud to be local 

By choice, most of the trees, in the park, 
are “natives.” They include molave, tinda- 
lo and palo de hierro, selected from the 
‘over 1,478 species the Philippines has. 

‘The parks stress on indigenous trees 
contrasts with the “imported issikat 
(popular)" syndrome. Unlike mixed and 
diverse Philippine forests, many refor- 
estation projects are | monoculture 
swaths of foreign exotics, like gemelina. 

Planted over the years by the universi- 
ty without fanfare, the park provides a 
new “lung” for a choking metropolis. 
People can stroll there now, breathe free, 
even bird watch. 

Significantly, the trees will include 
“endemic” species. 

Among these are Cebu cinnamon and: 
Binglon tree, which grow in Barangays 
Sudion and Pungol. Both are on the 
brink of extinction 

"The forest... is of unlimited benevo- 
lence,” the Buddha once said. It “makes 
по demands for its sustenance, extends 
its fruits to all beings, offering shade 
even to the axe man who destroys it." 

Cebu, however, is a province of con- 
firmed axe men. Unchecked logging and 
burning slashed forest cover down to less 


FINALLY, after eight years since it was 
firs filed with the House of Representa- 
tives, the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Bill 
was passed on third reading in the Sen- 
ше last March 19. Senate President 
Franklin Drilon of Iloilo personally made 
the amendments to the bill filed by Sen. 
Loi Estrada after it was certified by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo for immediate 
enactment on Dec. 11, 2002. 
italso helped that women’s groups, i 
eluding Zonta International, lobbied 
with Drilon to pass the bill, although it 
was the Coalition Against Trafficking in 
Women-Asia Pacific that has been work- 
ingon it for years. The National Commis- 
sion on the Role of Filipino Women also 
lepbied without leup. 
$ Trafficking in persons, especially wom- 
and children, has long been a problem 
ifthe country because of the lack of a law, 
thé Jaxity of enforcement agencies, and 
'upt airport and immigration employ- 
ees who facilitate the exit of trafficked 


AN BREEDING stations in the Visayas and the United 
States West Coast help a new nature park, in ecologically- 
ravaged Cebu, bring back animals and plants long wiped 


than three percent, far below the 30 per- 
cent safety benchmark. 

Only a pitiful four square kilometers of 
its original rain forests remain in Baran- 
gay Tabunan. Thus, seven of every 10 ha 
here are seriously eroded. 

San Carlos Park “is a welcome private 
initiative,” a Cebu Daily News editorial 
noted. "(It) emerges in a city where gov- 
cernmentis fixated on lump sum doles and 
barangay motorcycles. City Hall here nev- 
er cobbled a policy on green belts.” 


More than just a park 

Nature parks offer recreation facilities 
and educational tours. The Jurong Bird 
Sanctuary in Singapore is an example. 
Talamban will do that too. 

But it promises more, said Franz Seiden- 
schwarz of USC's Botany Research Group. 
‘The park “will provide a survival habitat for 
endangered plants and animals of Cebu. 
‘That objective sets it apart from others. 

Population here doubles in 31 years. 
At that rate, Cebuano commerce, traffic 
and farms will blot them out forever 
sooner, rather than later. 

Thus, Talamban Park seeks to offer an 
alternative sanctuary “for these species 
toensure they survive after their habitats 
in the wild are gone.” 

“Thailand, Java and the central is- 
lands of the Philippines . . . have lost 
about two thirds of their wildlife habi- 
tats,” warned the United Nations’ Stare 
of Environment in Asia and the Pacific. 

Seidenschwarz noted that there are 
32 animals and five plants “endemic to 
the island of Cebu.” 

That included rare butterflies, like the 
Buhisan Sword Tail. Discovered and de- 
scribed by the late Cebuano lepidopterist 
Julian Jumalon, this butterfly is found near 
Buhisan Dam. The “Kawasan tree nymph” 
flutters around waterfalls in southern Cebu. 

‘The Cebu Risiocnemis dragonfly was 
discovered by USC scientists only in the 
late 1990s in fragments of the Tabunan 
forests with running streams. 


Rediscovery 
Inthe mid-1990s, Seidenschwarz with 


The long wait 


persons without visas or with fake visas. 

‘This has been going on for years and 
the conspiracy among these corrupt peo- 
ple in the airports and piers is so tight 
that up to now, we don't hear of any syn- 
dicate being busted. 

With all the odds going against poor 
women and girls who are trafficked, they 
will not seek justice and prosecute their 
recruiters unless the law and govern- 
ment agencies give them full support. 

‘Congress takes a long time to pass 
laws protecting women and children. It 
took about nine years before the Anti- 
Rape Law of 1997 was passed even with 
the persistence of Sibol, an alliance of 
women’s groups, and near “bloody” ai 
fuscus ончена belch 
to include the provision on insertion of 
an "object" in the vagina or any orifice as 
rape. 

Tt took eight years before the Anti- 
‘Trafficking Bill was passed on third read- 
ing in the Senate. In contrast. the Seat 


Cebu City will try to bring back animals 
CONTHUTEO PHOTO 


two Filipina scientists—Marietta Sarong 
and Tessie Cantones—rediscovered “ex- 
tinct” birds within the threatened 7,232- 
ha Mananga watershed here. 

The find included the Cebu flower- 
pecker (dicaeum quadricolor): the dark 
throated oriole and the Cebu greybird. 
Until the rediscovery, these birds were al- 
ready listed as extinct in science journals. 

"The first priority of San Carlos scien- 
tistsis to plant food plants—some of them 
rare—to hold birds, bats and butterflies in. 
Talamban,” Seidenschwarz explained. 

The Cebu derris, for example, was first. 
identified in 1912. The few specimens 
available then were destroyed during 
World War П. They were never seen 
again, until USC scientists came across 
two new species growing in Jaclupan 
limestone hills. 

Park scientists will not only systemati- 
cally replant rare species. They will en- 
sure follow-up care that is the only guar- 
antee of survival. 

The park reflects a sense of account- 
ability to future generations of Cebuanos. 
There is no option but to rebuild on eco- 
logical ruins left by today's myopic profi 
gates who periodically claim “leadership” 
in City Hall or Provincial Capitol here. 

Talamban is a calibrated response to а 
people who have ravaged their once- 
abundant environment. 


Borrowed resources 

“Cebuanos forgot these God-given nat- 
ural resource systems were to be cared 
for” the Sun Star Daily here noted. “We 
only borrowed them from our children." 

When species disappear, so do valuable 
genetic material. In the future, these сап 
prove building blocks for medicine, new 
crops, food, etc. The rosy periwinkle of 
Madagascar, for example, provides anti- 
cancer drugs. And varieties of japonica rice 
blended into new "miracle rice" strains. 

Future generations have a right to ge- 
netic diversity that is, аг least, equal to 
what the present generation still possess- 
es. Ubaidullah Khan of FAO warned atan 
Asian Institute of Technology address. 

“Loss of species is irreversible and 
closes off littie-understood options for 
our grandchildren,” the UN official 
stressed. "No one has yet invented a 
mechanism for recall from obliteration. 
Extinction is forever." 

The Talamban Park calls for leadership 
that will see beyond Cebu’s ecological ruins 
to what can stil be retrieved and rebuilt. 
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By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
San Jose, Antique 


The festival features exhibits and 
presentations that hopefully will help. 
unite the people who have suffered 
years of poverty and violence-prone 
political strife. 

Binirayan (where they landed) is 
Antique's version of festivals held on 
Panay Island, depicting the arrival and 
settlement of Malayan datus (chieftains) 
on the island during the 13th century as 
claimed by the Maragtas document. 

It is said that 10 datus led by Datu 
uti and Datu Sumakwel fled from Bor- 
neo to escape death from the hands of 
the cruel ruler Datu Makatunaw. The 
datus, their family and followers trav- 
eled on barangays (swift-sailing boats) 
and landed on Panay sland. 

They first landed in the Siwaragan 
River in San Joaquin town, Tloilo, ac- 
cording to the Maragtas account. But 
after finding the rocky area unsuitable 
for settlement and agriculture, the 
party sailed further northwest until 
they reached the shores of Malandog 
in Hamtic town, Antique. 

In his book Popular Festivals in 
‘Western Visayas, historian Henry Fun- 
techa said some scholars questioned 
the authenticity of the accounts, but 
this did not prevent Antiquefios from 
commemorating the event in search of 
their identity and origin. 

One of the province's most admired 
sons started the festival. Slain former 
Antique Gov. Evelio Javier led the first 
holding of the festival on Dec. 27, 1974 
in the hope of making his province- 
mates more conscious of their past and 
thereby forging their ties as a people. 


Changes 
Ас first, the festival was similar to 
many town fiestas featuring episodes and 
heroes in Philippine history pattemed af- 
ter Independence Day celebrations. 
‘Through the years, the festival has 
evolved into a truly indigenous event. 
In 1978, indigenous music and 
dances were used. Among the high- 
lights of the festival were the fluvial 
parade and the reenactment of the 
landing played by performers portray- 
ing the Malay settlers and the Aris. 
The festival culminated in a merry- 
making in the streets of San Jose dur- 
ing the day. In the evening, a cultural 
presentation was held featuring 


Binirayan fest: Journey 
to Antiquenos’ past 


NTIQUENOS once again journey to their past in this : 

year's celebration of the Binirayan festival. From today ' 

up to Tuesday, the people of this province will showcase : 
their art, culture, indigenous products and proud heritage. — 


dances, songs and "practices of An- 
tiquefios such as harana (serenading), 
pamalaye (betrothal), sinulog 
(courtship) and offerings to the newly 
weds that thrive(d) before the coming 
of Europeans.” 

Throughout the years, the festival 
survived several changes in the venue * 
and date of the commemoration, 
From 1978 to 1983, the festival was 
held in Malandog, believed to be the : 
actual landing site of the datus, ac- + 
cording to Funtecha. 

1n 1981, the date of the festival was : 
moved to May 1. Three years after, the 
venue was transferred to the capital 
town of San Jose. The festival was 
moved back to Dec. 27 in recent com- 
memorations. This year, it was again 
moved to April 26. 

Gov, Salvacion Zaldivar-Perez said 
there are plans to move the festival 
next year to March 10, the foundation 
day of the province. 


Celebration 

This year's festival is more elabo- 
rate. The opening day will feature Pa- 
sundayag, a trade and tourism fair 
that will showcase local products and 
tourist destinations of the province, 
and an art exhibit of local artists. 

The reenactment will be held on the 
second day that will be participated in 
by government employees and civic 
groups. At least 56 motorized boats with, 
colorful banners are expected in the flu-' 
vial parade. Prizes will be given to partic- 
ipants with the most colorful banners. 

The festival will honor Antiquefio 
achievers on the third day in the Вида! 
Kang Antique. The merry-making, Ati 
tribe contests and the Lin-ay Kang An- 
tique (Muse of Antique) will be held 
on thelast day. 

‘The holding of the festival this year 
has been boosted by the reopening of : 
the Antique airport, which has been 
renamed Evelio Javier Airport. An- 
‘iquetios and other guests from Manila will 
be flown in by special fights, said Perez. 

For many Antiquefios especially 
those residing outside the province, 
the Binirayan symbolizes the unfin- 
ished journey to tediscover their roots 
and past even as they continue to 
struggle with present realities marked 
by poverty and political strife. 


THEBINIRAYAN Festival features depictions ofthe arrival and settlement of 
Malayan chieftains on Panay Istandduring the 13th century. 
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for the Anti-Trafficking Law 


Lucip 
INTERVAL 


Rowena V. 
Guanzon 


Belt law took only six years to pass. 

If our legislators realized the gravity of 
the problem, they would have treated 
the bill on trafficking in persons with ur- 
gency. 

The Commission on Filipinos Over- 
seas of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
has assisted 935 trafficked persons from 
1999 to 2001. Six of them are aged 14 
years old and below, while 26 are be- 
tween 15 and 19 years old. 

Even older women are not spared. 
Among them, two are aged 60 years old 
and above, and 81 are 30-49 years old. 

The data do not include those who 


were trafficked for the purpose of selling 
their organs. 

In 2002, 79 more Filipino women were 
trafficked. Among them, 29 were brought 
to South Korea, 20 to the Ivory Coast, 12 
to Malaysia, three to Dubai [United Arab 
Emirates] and nine to Bahrain. 

Traffickers prey on poor women, who 
are mostly from the provinces and de- 
ceived by offers of work abroad where 
they end up being prostituted. 

Of the 935 women who were trafficked 
in 1999-2001, eight came from Western 
Visayas, eight from Central Visayas, and 
four from Eastern Visayas, Others came 
from the Cordillera Administrative Re- 
gion and 80 from the Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao. The data cover only 
those who requested assistance and do 
not include the thousands of women and 
girls who could not seek help. 

The Senate version rendered by Drilon 
defines trafficking as the “recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, provision, harbor- 


ing, receipt or deployment of a person f.» 
the purpose of prostitution, pornograpl. 
forced labor, slavery, sexual exploitation 
involuntary servitude, debt bondage 
physical and other forms of abuse, 1: 
moval or sale of organs, or involvement 
armed activities or other similar acts." T 
penaltyis 20 years of imprisonment. 

The penalty is life imprisonment if v» 
trafficked person isa child, or the offence 
is an ascendant, sibling, guardian, pub » 
officer or employee or member of the m + 
tary or law enforcement agency, or wh: 
the trafficked person is recruited to елда 
in prostitution with any member of t» 
military or law enforcement agencies. 

Women's rights advocates have lo". 
complained that prostituted wom: 
have been charged criminally but not» 
‘customers or “users.” 

"The Senate bill asa provision exem, + 
ing the trafficked person from prose + 
tion while penalizing the "user." Therc 
no similar provision in the House versit 1 
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Braganza 
to go on leave 


Frompage Al 


Bunye told dzRB radio that based on his 
last conversation with Executive Secretary 
Alberto Romulo, Braganza “will ust go on 
medical leave.” 

On Braganza's recommendation, Press 
Undersecretary Milton Alingod will serve 
as officer in charge of the Press Secre- 
tary's office. 

Palace sources have said that Braganza 
is undergoing treatment for diabetes and 
for “problems relating to his carotid vein." 

Braganza cited health reasons in the 
resignation letter he gave the President 
last Tuesday. 

But the sources said there were also 
“unofficial reasons” for Braganza's deci- 
sion to resign. 

Braganza has had a running feud over 
turf with Presidential Chief of Staff 


BRAGANZA 


Rigoberto Tiglao, who used to be presi- 
dential spokesperson and press secretary 
and continues to be Malacafiang’s overall 
"communications director." 

Based on an order earlier signed by the 
President, Tiglao has been empowered to 
oversee the operations of Braganza’s and 
Bunye's offices. Carlito Pablo 


2003 METROBANK-MTAP-DEPED MATH CHALLENGE 


National Winners 
Grade 6- Individual 
Competition. 

ts Place 

NELLIE MARGARET S. CHUA 
Chiang Kai Shek College 
2nd Pace 

CHRISTINE WS. CHEONG 
Zamboanga Chong Hua 
High School 

ard Pace. 

RICK JUSTIN. RAMOS. 
General Santos City SPED 
Integrated School 


DON JOVEN R AGRAVANTE 
Cebu Chy National Sence 
High School 

MILARIO ESCORO UR. 

Bato School of Fisheries 
VACENERLN LACTUAN. 
Integrated Development 
National High School- 
MSU-IT, gan Chy 
JOHNLYLE GOMEZ 

Ateneo de Davao High 
School Davao Ciy 
[ANGELICRDUGASAN 
General Santos City High 
School 

NICGSON S MOLMESA 
Jacinto Ripa National High 
School Surigao Del Sur 
205 ANTONIO E DUMAGAY 
Baguio Cy National High 
School 


Th Year -Individual 
Competition. 

ist Place 

DEOGRACIAS RVILLAME 
Philippine Science High 
School Manta 

2nd Place 

KENDRICK C. SAAVEDRA 
Zamboanga Chong Hua 


Regional Winners: 
Team Competition 
Grade Six 


High School 
3rd Place 

XRISTINA M.UM. 
Philigine Science High 
school lle Cy 


CRSTY JOY YMACUGAY 
MARY CLAIRE R INOCELDA 
Sinal West Elementary 
School, locos Sur 

JEROME .CORPUZ 
ROYANNE HIDALGO 
Miracle ving Christian 
Academy, Santiago City 
RORLLTIGLAO 

CATHERINE Y. ROMERO 
Dau Central lementary 
School Pampanga 

ANNA ELAINE D. 
MATANGUIHAN 

AUDRIK NEALA-TENIOSO 
Tanauan North Central 
School Tanauan Cy 
JOHN JAMES BASS 

APRIL APLEB ВЕСА 
Bulan South Central School 
DAWN NA PSATUMBAGA 
BRYAN 8.ATAS 

West Visayas State 
University Laboratory 
School lllo Cty. 
JOHANNA LEIT.BANDOY 
SOELVTTOG.VILLALUZ JR 
Siiman University 
Elementary School 
REYNARD M. DOFTAS 
RANDOLPH PMARIBOIOC 
Calbayog Pilot Central 
School Calbayog Oty 
WASHINGTON D.CO 
DENNIS BRIAN G.TAN 

Oro Christian Grace School 
JESSIE JAMES U. DIZON 
RALPHT,SUNGAHID 
University of the immaculate 
Conception Davao Cy 
ROCHELLE M.SABARILLO 
GLENN M.GOLANDAINA 
San Roque Central 
Elementary School 

JAKES EVERETTE D.LACOB 
DIANNEECUAN 

тайап Central School 


National Winners 
тегт Competition 

1st Place 

JONATHAN ALDRIC C. CHUA. 

ANNABELLE D. CHUA 

St Jude Catholic Schoo! 

and Place 

ERICK JUSTIN. RAMOS 

KAYE MARE SENAS 

General Santas City SPED 

Integrated School 

3rd Place 

‘CHRISTINE WS.CHEONG 

SIGRID MARIANNE P 

ОЗ 

Zamboanga Chong Hua 

High Schoo! 


DIANA JOYCE D-TEE 
MALERIEH. DY 

‘Chiang Kal Shek College 
nd Place 

КЯБТМА MLM 
[CHRISTIAN ALIM. 
Philippine Science High 
[School ойо Cty 

3rd Place 

[MICHAEL JOSEPH I TAN 
KENDRICK SAAVEDRA 
Zamboanga Chong Hua 
High School 


nal Winners: 
Individual Competition. 
Grade Six 
|CRSTY JOY Ye MACUGAY 
Salt West Elementary 
Schoo, locos Sur 
JEROME CORPUZ 

Miracle Living Christian 
Academy, Santiago Ску 
КМ CHARMAINE Q. CORTEZ 
San Fernando Elementary 
School 

ANNA ELAINE D. 
MATANGUHAN 

Tanauan North Central 
School, Tanauan Ciy 

OVEL O.NABA 

Polangui North Central 
School Albay 

RAY JOHN'S. PAMILLO 
Central Philippine 
‘Universy-Elementary 
School ойо Cy 
SUNELV.DEIOS 

Science and Technology 
Education Center Cebu Cty 
APPLE GRACE C.SIMANGAN 
Dulag SPED Center Leyte 
WASHINGTON D.CO 

Oro Christian Grace Schoot 
JAY BERNARD M ANG 
Davao Christian High Schoo! 
FAYE MICHELLE RGILBUENA 
Butuan Central Elementary 
School SPED Cemer 

JAKES EVERETTE D.LACOB 
asian Central School 


Regional Winners: 
‘Team Competition 

Fourth Year 

DANTE & SALVADOR JR. 
ALDIND.GASPAR 

Urdaneta Сту National High 
School 

[ARIEL GALAMGAM 

ERIC JOHN N. ROMERO 
Cagayan National High 
School Tuguegarao Ску 
‘CHRISTIAN JOHN D. RIGOR 
MARC ARMAN JAY. FLORES 
Don Bosco Technical 
Institute, Tarlac Cy 

KEWIN CHRYZTHP. 
VELASQUEZ 

JOHN LAWRENCE G. 
DEQUINA 

Laguna College 
JOELT.TABARANGAO 
BENNY MARIE B.ENSANO 
University of Saint Anthony 
QUINLENE L MERCULLO 
1010 M. OCAMPO 
Dumaguete Cty Science 
High School 

HILANIO ESCORO JR. 
ESTNE HONRADA 

Bato School of Fisheries 
ROMAN ELNIC PROSETE. 
FRANCES CORAZON J. 
CASTRENCE 

Corpus Chit Schaal 
JOSEPH C SORORGON 
EMCE CADENA 

Philippine Science High 
School Davao Cty 
NICKSON S MOLMESA 
PETER NEL E- TRINIDAD 
Jacinto? Ера National High 
School Surigao Del Sur 
‘SHERWIN CABRADILA 
MARK CAESAR IAN ARNEDO 
Tabuk National High School. 
Tabuk, Kalinga 


Regional Winners: 
Individual Competition 
Fourth Year 

GILLIAN HOPES. МАСІ 
RegionalSclence High 
School La Union. 
NESULUISIST MATIS 
Sait Vincent School 
CCHRISTIAN JOHN D.RIGOR 
Don Bosco Technical 
Institute, Trac Ciy 

MARK JOSEPH B PRINCIPE 
Gumaca National High 
Schoot, Quezon 
JOELLTABARANGAO. 
University of Sant Anthony 


SARS ‘virus’ ... 


From page Al 
clog networks, security experts said 

‘The virus is spread by e-mails that carry 
message lines including “SARS” or “I need 
your help,” said a warning issued this week by 
McAfee Security. 

By opening the e-mail, a computer user 
runs a program that can send copies of a simi- 
lar message to others in the user's address 
book. 

“This is a mass-mailing worm, which sim- 
ply spreads via e-mail,” McAfee said. “It does 
not contain a destructive payload. The worm 
sends itself to all addresses in the Windows 
address book." Security firms said the threat 
from thevirus was low, but that it was exploit- 
ing fears of the deadly strain of pneumonia. 
known as Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome. 

The Security News Portal website said 
that in addition to this new virus, dubbed 
Coronex, the SARS epidemic "is also caus- 
ing the scammers and fraudsters to come 
out from under their rock,” offering prod- 
ucts such as aerosol sprays to combat the 
disease. AFP 


A 
4-day vacation coming 
up for gov't workers 


ced day on May 1 or on May 2. 


"Private employers in consulta- 
tion with their employees can se- 
lect either May 1 or May 2 as 
non-working day," Bunye said. 

last year Ms Macapagal at- 
tempted to move the Labor Day 
holiday to another date, to April 
29, a Monday, to give workers a 
three-day weekend. 

Labor groups, however, cried 
in protest, so the President 
scrapped her decision and re- 
stored the holiday to May 1 after 
a dialogue with moderate labor 
leaders on April 15, 2002. 

One of the labor leaders, Feli- 
cisimo Carillo, chair of the Na- 
tional Confederation of Labor, 
suffered a heart attack during 
the dialogue and later died in 
the hospital. 


in the executive branch. 

Because May 1 falls on Thurs- 
day, the additional holiday on 
May 2 would give government 
employees a four-day weekend. 

Presidential spokesperson Ig- 
nacio Bunye made the announce- 
ment over state-run Radyo ng 
Bayan, adding that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo would issue 
an executive order on this soon, 

Bunye said state employees 
working in the police, military, 
fire, health and other such ser- 
vices are not covered by the May 
2 holiday order. Employees in 
the judiciary and in Congress are 
also not covered. 

Workers in private firms would 
be given the choice whether they 
want to take their Labor Day holi- 


METROBANK FOUNDATION 


congratulates the winners of the 


Metrobank-MTAP-DepEd Math Ch 


ге in good hands with 


" 
IQ METROBANK 


allenge 


) 


"MOVING FORWARD THROUGH 
EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS" 


They came from all over the country... 
each one of them intent on being proclaimed 
as among this year's Filipino math wizards. 


After more than two months of intense 
competition, these six students emerged on 
top of almost 300,000 participants who 
jeined the 2003 National Math Challenge. 
Sponsored by the Metrobank Foundation, in 
partnership with the Mathematics Teachers 
Association of the Philippines and the 
Department of Education, the contest aims to 
encourage greater interest in mathematics 
among the young by providing them with a 
venue to hone their mathematical knowledge 
and skills. 


Beyond solving mathematical problems, 
the National Math Challenge makes a 
contribution to nation building by teaching 
children the values of discipline, team effort, 
and hard work ~ ай vital to the formation of 
our next generation of leaders. 


To these math wizards and world-class 
Filipinos of the future, our best wishes! 


THE FIRST PLACE WINNERS 

1800р) 

Deogracias Р. Villame 

4th yr. HS (Individual) Philippine Science High School (QC) 
Diana Joyce D. Tee 

HS (Team) Chiang Kai Shek College 

Jonathan Aldric C. Chua 

Grade 6 (Team) St. Jude Catholic School 


LR (Bottom) 

Nellie Margaret S. Chua 

Grode 6 (Individual) Chiang Kai Shek College 
Malerie Н. Dy 

(HS Team) Chiang Kai Shek College 
Annabellee D. Chua. 

Grade 6 (Team) St. Jude Catholic School. 
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RP ‘no longer SARS-free,' says Dayrit 


From page Al 


Samar from Hong Kong on April 10. (See 
story on pageAl) 

The woman, -with the initials JB 

brings to four the number of SARS cases 

in the Philippines, after the Catalons 
and a 64-year-old German national 
‘who has since recovered and who, ac- 
cording to health authorities, did not 
infect anyone else. 

With these developments, Dayrit said 
he had decided to cancel his trip to 
Kuala Lumpur to take part in a meeting 
of health ministers. The meeting is in 
preparation for the Asean leaders sum- 
mit on SARS scheduled on April 28-31 
in Bangkok. 

“Allin all, we already have four docu- 
mented SARS cases in the country 
‘Three of them came from abroad, while 
one is local transmission,” Dayrit said. 

He said that given the “confusion” 
caused by the "probable SARS” classifi- 
cation formulated by the World Health 
Organization, the DOH had decided to 
drop the term. 

“From now on, we will be reporting 
all cases as SARS. Forget the term 
"probable," he said, adding that the 
other classification now would be “sus- 
pected SARS,” to refer to those who 
had come from a SARS-infected coun- 
tryand had contracted fever. 

Jean Marc Olive, WHO representa- 
tive in the Philippines, said the local 


transmission between the Catalons put 
the country on the infected SARS list, 
along with China, Canada, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Singapore, the United King- 
dom, the United States and Vietnam. 

Olive urged the public not to panic 
and to continue to concentrate on mea- 
sures to help contain the spread of the 
disease. 

But Lawrence Tan саў, a manager at 
a shipping company, told Reuters that 
the situation was "scary" 

“Everyone is nervous," Icay said. “I 
don't think the government is prepared 
for SARS. It's going to be hard for [аш- 
thorities] to control it.” 


Home quarantine 

Dayrit said the DOH had put JP's 
physician as well as her husband and 
parens under home quarantine in 
Barangay Maybocog in Maydolong, 
Eastern Samar. 

“There is no local transmission of SARS 
[in ЈР case] because we have quaran- 
tined her contacts in time," he said. 

The woman, who worked as a do- 
mestic helper in Hong Kong, reportedly 
came down with fever and pneumonia. 
on April 20 but was "afebrile" or with- 
out fever as of yesterday afternoon. 

Dayrit said, however, that JP was also 
diagnosed as afflicted with tuberculo- 
sis. He said this could also be the reason 
she came down with fever. 


JP reportedly started to feel body 


pains on April 16. But a private doctor 
she subsequently consulted did not or- 
der her confinement in hospital because 
she was deemed "not seriously il” 

The confirmed SARS cases are ex- 
pected to deal a heavy blow to the coun- 
try, which relies on billions of dollars 
sent home every year by Filipinos work- 
ingoverseas. 

‘Shipping manager Icay said that the 
SARS scare had prompted him to wear 
‘amask when walking outdoors and that 
his company had advised its sailors to 
stay aboard ship and avoid crowded 
places. 

But Paul Mower, a vice president at 
the Philippine unit of Canadian insurer 
‘Sun Life, said SARS was “another thing 
not to be concerned about” in a country 
suffering from economic problems, 
widespread corruption and frequent 
rebel attacks. 

“I didn't think there would ever be a 
[SARS] case here,” he told Reuters. “1 
didn’t think it would survive the pollu- 
tion.” 


‘Gracious twist of fate" 

Dayrit aired the assurance that none 
of Adela Catalon's other “close con- 
tacts" had exhibited SARS symptoms 
and were likely to be freed from home 
‘quarantine today. 

He added: “By some gracious twist of 
fate, we noticed that those who had con- 
tact with [Adela] and came down with 


pneumonia or fever have recovered after 
a short confinement in hospital.” 

It was a reference to the X-ray techni- 
cian at the San Lazaro Hospital who 
had attended to Adela, and the three 
persons—Adela's brother-in-law who 
served as her driver, an 11-year-old boy 
and a baby—who, along with her fa- 
ther, were taken to the Research Insti- 
tute on Tropical Medicine in Alabang 
and treated there. 

‘Adela, who worked as a nursing aide 
in Canada, returned to her native 
Barangay Vacante in Alcala, Pangasi- 
nan, on April 5. Before she was taken 
to the San Lazaro Hospital on April 12, 
she made trips to several other places 
in search of a cancer specialist for her 
father. 

Yesterday in Alcala, Mayor Juanito 
Collado said he would wait for the DOH 
to decide whether it would extend the 
14-day quarantine imposed on three 
zones of Vacante, which expires today 
at midnight. 

Mauricio Catalon's sealed coffin is to 
be taken to Vacante today. 

Health officials had wanted the body 
buried immediately but Collado said he 
had requested the DOH to cremate it in 
order to allay the fears of the barangay 

idents. 

T hope the DOH will listen to our re- 
quest" he said. With reports from 
Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau; Reuters 
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GMA temper 
helps to contain 
spread of virus 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE TEMPER of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
may just be what the doctor ordered to contain 
the spread of SARS by obeying quarantine rules. 

“Huwag ninyong isipin na tayo'y nag-istrik- 
to dahil gusto lang nating magtaray. Hindi 
(Don't think that we're being strict just be- 
cause we're being snooty),” she said yester- 
day in Navotas, where she inaugurated the 
municipal hall. s 

“Lahat ng katarayan ng gobyerno pati akin na 
rin ay para sa kapakanan ng ating bansa (The 
government's short fuse and that of my own, is 
for the good of the country)," she added. 

Ms Macapagal told residents of Navotas 
that quarantine is part of safety measures to 
check the spread of SARS. 

“This should not be something to be 
ashamed of,” she said. 

She told them that should Navotas be 
placed on quarantine one day, she hoped they 
would not take it against her. 

“That has not happened yet. But if that time 
comes, it’s important that we be united and 
ме understand how important the discipline 
of quarantine is,” she said. 

Ina statement, Ms Macapagal also said she 
ма sorry the people of Barangay Vacante їп 
Alcala, Pangasinan, who are under quaran- 
tine until today, are being ostracized. 


WHO fears horrifying epidemic if SARS spreads to India, Bangladesh 


From page Al Hospi 


workers and patients was quar- 
antined. 


4,000 quarantined at home 


New quarantine measures took 


propaganda department, denied 
rumors that authorities planned 
to declare martial law in Beijing 
or close the city's airports and 
highways. 

Cai said inspection teams were 
being sent to 147 city hospitals to 
ensure that they were following 
guidelines on handling potential 
SARS cases. He said the city gov- 
ernment was coordinating with 
China's military to ensure that all 
cases were reported. 

“We will absolutely not let a 
single case slip by,” Cai said. 

China reported five new SARS 
fatalities nationwide yesterday, 
raising the mainland’s death toll 
to 115. The country also had 179 
new cases of infection, raising its 
total to 2,601. 

Beijing reported 103 new cases 
and three deaths, bringing the to- 
tal number to 877 cases and 42 
deaths. 

The Ditan Hospital, which is 
treating more than 100 SARS pa- 
tents including foreigners, was 
closed yesterday. Some 600 medi- 
cal staff were told they could not 
go home. 

“Before, we were isolating the 
infectious disease ward within 
the hospital compound. Now the 
whole hospital is cordoned off,” 
said a hospital official surnamed 
Zhao. 

The Ditan, which specializes 
in infectious diseases, was one 
of several hospitals designated 
to take SARS patients. Most of 
the doctors in the hospital are 
living in a hotel nearby, but it 
was not immediately clear 
whether they were forced to 
stay there or if they were living 
there by choice to avoid infect- 
ing their families. 

last Thursday the Peoples 


effect. 
come 


long 
stay he 


said it 


vere 
hospi 
sites, 

buildi 


nated 


the C 
lated. 


pose 


SARS 
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proof 


have 


An 


meam 
dents 


others showing SARS symptoms. 
The deputy director general of 
the Beijing Health Bureau didn’t 
say who the people were or how 


‘The announcement by Guo Jiy- 
ong came two days after Beijing 


powers to quarantine people ex- 
posed to the virus that causes Se- 


drome. The quarantine applies to 


villages, schools and other desig- 
been found. 

Roadblocks were thrown up 
around the city of 13 million, 
reinforcing residents’ fears that. 


the roadblocks said their pur- 


heading 
Hebei province where just six 


so far. 


control center that they don't 
wont let them through,” one 
mask-clad policeman on the bor- 
der said. 

Beijing municipal government 


ited from leaving" the capital for 
the May Day holidays, which 


ital with more than 1,000 


for 4,000 people who had 
in “intimate contact” with 


they had been ordered to 
юше. 


тһе 
Beijing 


t was invoking emergency 


Acute Respiratory Syn- 


itals, factories, construction 
hotels, restaurants, office 
ings, residential buildings, 
places where the virus has 
fectants. 
'hinese capital is to be iso- 
. Police officers manning 
‘was to stop people from 
into neighboring 
supplies. 

cases have been reported 


they don't have medical 
from the proper disease 


SARS symptoms, then we 


official circular from the 


while said all college stu- 
and teachers were "prohib- 


have been cut back from seven 
days to five. It said any students 
who insisted on leaving must 
have written documents proving 
they are healthy. 

Students who have poor health 
and are from rural areas, western 
parts of the country or areas with 
SARS are prohibited from leaving 
altogether. 


Residents in panic 

government 
residents 
enough food and medicine to 
meet demand as supermarket 
shelves were stripped by panic 
buyers fearing the capital would 
be isolated over SARS. 

Zhang Zhigang, Vice Minister 
of Commerce, said the ministry 
had adopted measures to stabi- 
lize the market. He said the min- 
istry had set up an office to super- 
vise the preparation and alloca- 
tion of commodity and medical 
supplies such as masks and disin- 


‘A nationwide information sys- 
tem had been established to gath- 
er data on the purchase, sale, 
stocks and prices of these cor 

modities, Zhang said, adding that 
a 24-hour hotline was in place to 
ensure the timely distribution of 


Many supermarkets in Beijing 
have reported a surge in demand 
as shoppers rushed to stock up on. 
basic commodities like rice, cook- 
ing oil and noodles in the belief 
that the capital was on the verge 
of being isolated. 


Taiwan hospital closed 

In Taiwan, authorities sealed 
off the Taipei Municipal Ho Ping 
Hospital last Thursday after more 
than 25 suspected SARS cases 
were discovered. About 1,000 
doctors, nurses, patients and visi- 


ous. 


reporters. 


tors will have to stay there for up 
to two weeks. Many were furi- 


“Lam not sick. Why should I be 
quarantined?" a nurse shouted to 


Some patients posted signs 
and raised placards to the win- 
dows of the downtown hospital. 


“Quarantining healthy people 


reassured 
there was 


ized. 


and cough. 


there. 


is against the law. Do not treat us 
like birds with bird flu or pigs 
with foot-and-mouth disease,” 
wrote one patient. 

Taiwan has strong business 
and ethnic ties with China and 
Hong Kong, buthas reported only 
41 probable cases of SARS. 


Malaysia, Thailand, US 

In Malaysia, four new suspect- 
ей SARS cases were reported as 
authorities said they were investi- 
gating a 20-year-old Chinese 
woman with apparent symptoms 
who was arrested while trying to 
sneak in from Singapore. 

‘The woman has been hospital- 


The Star newspaper said the 
woman and three Malaysian men 
were found squeezed in the boot 
ofa car late Wednesday while try- 
ing to cross the causeway into 
southern Malaysia's Johor state 
from Singapore. The driver es- 
caped while the four have been 
referred to health officials after 
they were found to have fever 


In Thailand, the health min- 
istry reported an eighth probable 
SARS case yesterday and said the 
Victim may have contracted the 
disease in London. The woman 
had been in contact with a Chi- 
nese businessman during her stay 


In the United States, the virus 
was found in six more patients, 
bringing the US total to 245 “sus- 


From page Al 


pected” cases, but only 39 were 
probable cases, meaning they 
had pneumonia as well as fever 
and cough or other symptoms, 
the US Centers for Disease Con- 


trol and Prevention said. All but 
two had traveled to Asia or 
‘Toronto, suggesting that the dis- 
ease was not spreading freely. 

Reuters, AFR AP 


Dayrit named... 


in a yet unsigned executive order 


the President read before the me- 


government agency, 


vent transmission. 


dia right after а meeting with 
Cabinet officials in Malacafiang. 
"Under the EO, Dayrit can: 
* Enlist the support of any 


including 


the military and police, to enforce 

the quarantine of a certain area. 
* Order the arrest and deten- 

tion of any SARS suspect to pre- 


© Prevent the entry and exit of 
persons and cargoes to stop local 
transmission of SARS. 

© Decide if it is necessary to 


close any public or private school, 


areas, 


the EO said. 


and to utilize such buildings for 
containing SARS; and come up 
with the rules and regulations to 
contain, treat, and manage SARS 
cases in hospitals and quarantine 


In the EO, the President said 
those violating the orders to be is- 
sued by the DOH and other gov- 
ernment agencies “shall be pun- 
ished in accordance with law and 
all applicable rules and regula- 
tions related thereby.” 

“No arrests and detentions 
shall be enforced except upon 
lawful processes emanating from 
courts or upon orders of the Sec- 
retary of Health for the purpose 
of preventing the introduction, 
transmission or spread of SARS,” 


In it, the President authorized 


DAYRIT: People's welfare is 
supreme law. 


checkpoints in quarantine areas 
for “a limited period of time.” 

In invoking state police powers 
to deal with SARS, the President 
cited the principle of Salus Populi 
Est Suprema Lex (the welfare of 
the people is the supreme law) 
laid out in the Revised Adminis- 
trative Code. 

“In the event that the epidemic 
can no longer be prevented, there 
is equally the necessity to insti- 
tute such measures as would con- 
fine, restrict or otherwise prevent 
the further spread of the epidem- 
ic,” the President said in the EO. 

‘The President said the P1-bil- 
lion standby fund for SARS 
‘would come from the PCSO. 


From pagel 
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Persian Gulf War and was a fre- fort 

quent spokesperson at that time. 

With his flawless English, the 
silver-haired Aziz also frequent- 
ly represented his government's 
views to Western media, de- Bagi 
nouncing the United States and Ai 
claiming Iraq had no chemical 55 
biological or nuclear weapons. 

He last appeared in public March 
19, when he held a news confer- 
елсе in Baghdad to quash rumors 
hehad бей the Iraqi capital. 

*| am carrying my pistol to B 
confirm to you that we are ready 
to fight the aggressors,” Aziz 
said then. "American soldiers are 
nothing but mercenaries and 
they will be defeated.” 

Though he was one of Sad- 
dam's most loyal aides, Aziz, like 
most who were not from Sad- 
dam’s Tikriti clan, had virtually 
no power, US officials said. That 
could explain his longevity in 
Saddam's inner circle—without 
an independent power base, he 
posed no threat. 

Saddam promoted him after 
the 1991 Gulf War to deputy 
prime minister, forcing him to re- В 
linquish the foreign ministry port- 


the 


the 


weal 


and 


whi 


Iraq depu 


folio. Some believe this reshuffle 


others, 
cousin Ali “Chemical Ali” Hassan 
al-Majid, have been killed. 


WMD destroyed? 


may have destroyed the banned 
weapons of mass destruction at 


action. 
US-led forces scouring Iraq for 


years had already been eliminated 
have yet to rum up any evidence. 
“But we know he had them, 


moved them or hid them, we're 
going to find out the truth,” Bush 
said in Ohio on a visit to a factory 
that played a key role in the war. 


work NBC that the United States 


to do with Saddam's discom- 
with Cabinet ministers who 


became too well known. 

‘Twelve former top Iraqi offi- 
cials have now been reeled in by 
a US-led dragnet since the fall of 


hdad. 

ziz was 43rd in the US list of 
most wanted Iraqis. Three 
including Saddam's 


lush suggested that Baghdad 


соге of his case for military 


chemical and biological 
ропе that Saddam insisted for 


whether he destroyed them, 


ch builds the Abrams tank „Ме 


jush told the American net- 


ty PM su 


TARIQ AZIZ: No. 47 in the US 
Most Wanted List of Iraqi 
leaders has fallen. 


was seeking to confirm evidence. 
that Saddam was dead or "at 
very minimum was severely 
wounded" to be sure of the oust- 
ed leader's fate. 

Bush, who has said the war 
will not be over until Gen. Tom- 
my Franks, the commander of 
US forces in Iraq, says so, nearly 
declared victory the other day in 
remarks in Canton, Ohio. 
fought а 
Afghanistan, and now we have 
finished a war—in the process of 
finishing a war in Iraq,” he said, 


danger in Iraq." 


Bush said that the task of 
charge of their 
country may take two years: 
could. Or less. Who knows?" 

“I dismiss the critics who say 
that democracy can't flourish in 
Iraq, It may not look like Ameri- 
ca. You know, Thomas Jefferson 
may not emerge,” he said, refer- 
ring to the author of the US Dec- 
laration of Independence. 

“But the point we're making is 
that the foundation for democracy 
is now being laid,” he said, down- 
playing surging anti-US sentiment 
at demonstrations in Iraq. 


putting Iraqi 


„” 


Ira 
next week. 


war in 


adding that "the mission is not 
complete. Our forces still face 


New gov't next week 

On the post-war front, Wash- 
ington's interim administrator in 
Iraq said the formation of a new 
government would start 


Speaking after talks with 
some of Iraq's prospective new 
leaders, retired US general Jay 
Garner told reporters: “I think 
you'll begin to see the govern- 
mental process start next week, 
by the end of next week. It will 
have Iraqi faces on it. It will be 


rrenders to US troops 


“Ie 


picked Iraqis. 


an aide to Garner. 


Turfbattle 


for graft. 


iz retained influence. 


governed by the Iraqis." 

Garner began searching for lo- 
cal leaders to work with US 
forces occupying Iraq to rebuild 
the country after 24 years of 
Saddam's rule, meeting with an 
all-male group of 60 hand- 


US and British coalition 
forces have also restarted some 
oil and gas production for do- 
mestic use in the battered coun- 
try, said Maj. Gen. Carl Strock, 


“This is strictly for domestic 
use, for Iraqi internal needs—it's 
not for export,” he added. 


Saddam's son Uday did not 
like Aziz. In 1996, Aziz's son Zi- 
ad was arrested for corruption in 
what Baghdad insiders saw as a 
turf battle between Ziad and 
Uday, who was equally known 


Ziad Aziz served about two 
years in prison for corruption be- 
fore Saddam pardoned him. 
Tariq Aziz has two daughters and 
another son, named Saddam. 
Despite his fluctuating rela- 
tionship with Saddam, Tariq Az- 


1n early 1990, Saddam toyed 
with opening up his regime and 
introducing a new constitution 
that would grant limited free- 
doms. Aziz advised against this, 
saying it would be the beginning 
of the end of Baath party rule. 
Saddam listened and the re- 
forms never transpired. 

Born in 1936 near the north- 
ет city of Mosul, Aziz studied 
English literature at Baghdad 
College of Fine Arts and became 
а teacher and journalist. He 
joined the Baath Party in 1957, 
working closely with Saddam to 
overthrow the British-imposed 
monarchy. 

Aziz changed his name from 
Mikhail Yuhanna, In Arabic, 
Tariq Aziz means "glorious 
past.” 

‘Aziz was instrumental in 
restoring diplomatic relations 
with the United States in 1984 
after a 17-year break. He had 
met in 1983 with Donald H. 
Rumsfeld, then a private envoy 
from President Ronald Reagan 
and now US defense secretary. 
At the time, the United States 
backed Iraq as a buffer against 
Iran'sIslamicextremism, АР 
Reuters, AFP. 
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Samar woman RP’s 4th SARS case 


From page Al 


severe cough, pneumonia and high 
fever, and had come from Hong 
Kong where SARS cases were rife. 

JB who was wearing a surgical 
mask, sat atthe back of the ambu- 
lance and did not appear weak. 
Her husband, who sat on the 
front seat, had agreed to be quar- 
antined with her. 

The couple entered a small 
stainless gate, which had been 
designated by the EVRMC as the 
only point of entry for SARS 
tients, to get to the isolation 
rooms in the annex building. 

At about 6 a.m. yesterday, police 
acting under orders of Tacloban 
Mayor Alfredo "Bejo" Romualdez 
Sr. put up a checkpoint at the Leyte 
side ofthe San Juanico Bridge. The 
purpose: to stop the DOH-8 team 
from taking JP to the EVRMC. 

The mayor grudgingly agreed 


to lift the checkpoint in the after- 
noon, after his cousin Alberto Ro- 
mualdez, health secretary during 
the Estrada administration, con- 
vinced him that all measures had 
been taken to ensure that the 
SARS virus would not spread. 

On Wednesday, Leyte бок 
Remedios “Matin” Petilla asked the 
DOH to have JP confined at the 
provincial hospital in Borongan. 

Petilla told the Inoue that she 
was not ostracizing JP but only 
wanting to protect the people of 
Leyte, especially those in Tacloban. 

"We cannot afford to put at risk 
so many lives in favor of an indi- 
vidual,” she said, and warned 
that JP might infect other pa- 
tients at the EVRMG, the biggest 
hospital in the Eastern Visayas. 

DOH-8 assistant regional director 
Benito Pastor described JP as "am- 
bulatory" or capable of walking. 

He said that the patient would be 


confined in an air-conditioned iso- 
lation room equipped with an oxy- 
gen tank, and that a team of nurses 
and doctors trained to handle SARS 
cases would attend to her. 

DOH chief epidemiologist 
Nicholas Bautista and regional 
sentinel nurse Boyd Cerro arrived 
on board a pickup at Barangay 
Maybocog in Maydolong, Eastern 
Samar—about 224 kilometers 
from Tacloban—to collect JP 

The party left at about 2:30 p.m. 

DOH-8 information officer Lis 
aya Anacta-Acosta said they re- 
quested the police escorts after 
receiving reports that some peo- 
ple might stop the team from tak- 
ing the patient to Tacloban. 


14 days 
Pastor told the Inquirer that JP 
would be confined at the EVRMC 


“for just 14 days." 

He said the patient would be 
observed closely to determine if 
she was infected with the SARS 
virus. Her blood and tissue sam- 
ples will be sent to the Research. 
Institute for Tropical Medicine in 
Metro Manila for lab testing. 

Pastor said that based on his 
conversation with Bautista, JP 
was "all too willing to be exam- 
ined and confined" in a hospital. 

“She herself is aware of the possi- 
ble effects if she will continue being 
in contact with other : 
cluding her husband,” Pastor said. 

He also quoted JP as saying that 
she immediately isolated herself at 
home after noticing that she was 
exhibiting SARS symptoms. 

Bacus said they had started 
“contact tracing” to determine 
JP's movements after she arrived 


from Hong Kong on April 9. 

JP started feeling ill five days 
after her arrival, She went to the 
Eastern Samar Provincial Hospi- 
tal in the capital town of Boron- 
gan, where she was diagnosed to 
have pneumonia and high fever. 

Tacloban health authorities 
wanted her confined at the 
EVRMC, which had been desig- 
nated as the region's SARS center. 

But local officials were unhap- 
py about the arrangenient. 

It was Bacus who sought the 
help of Alberto Romualdez to 
convince Mayor Romualdez to al- 
low JP to enter the city. 

In a hastily called press confer- 
ence attended by Bacus and Acosta, 
Mayor Romualdez said he put up 
the checkpoint in an effort to pro- 
tect the citys 178,639 residents. 

“As a father of this [city], it is 


my duty to protect the welfare 
and condition of my people,” he "^ 
seid, adding that his cousin had 
assured him "that the patient will 0. 
be isolated and that all extra pfe- 9% 
cautionary measures for the virus 
not to spread will be taken,” ^^ Pd» 

Bacus said she welcomed the '# 
mayor's change of heart апа 18 
sought to allay his fears. dw 

Petilla, however, remained lim 1? 
in her belief that JP should be don. 1 
fined, not at the EVRMC, büt at the ' 
provincial hospital in Borongan." 

She said the possibility that the 
SARS virus would spread was Hot 
remote because the government- 29 
run EVRMC lacked the ficilis 10 
needed bya SARS patient. ' ^ {tt 

She also said she was ready to 
provide financial assistance to ће ?' 
DOH-8 if needed, just to have JP | 
confined at the Borongan hospital. "0 
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TIMELESS CRAFTSMANSHI 


ЈР a college grad, worked 
as DH in HK for 8 years 


By Cyrain G. Cabuefias 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


iis 


ho 


between Department of Health 
regional director Mila Bacus 
and the Tacloban City govern- 
ment before JP was given 
clearance to pass San Juanico 
Bridge and be allowed admit- 
tance to the Eastern Visayas 
Regional Medical Center. 

‘Added the assistant director 
at the provincial hospital in 
Borongan: “The patient was 
actually hesitant to travel and 
to undergo further checkup be- 
cause she fears that her life is 
dispensable already to other 
people, being the first SARS 
patient in the region. It might 
do her harm than good." 
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BORONGAN, E. Semar—JR 
married with no children, is a 
college graduate who has been 
‘working in Hong Kong as a do- 
mestic helper for the past eight 
years. 

She arrived in the country 
complaining of tightness in the 
chest, back pain, and cough. 
She was diagnosed in Hong 
Kong as afflicted with a goiter, 
but has a history of exposure to 
а known SARS case in a Hong 
Kong library, 

Tt took hours of negotiation 
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SARS BRIEFS... 
Jailterms doubled 
SINGAPORE'S parliament yesterday vested the 
health ministry with draconian powers to contain 
the SARS outbreak, passing legislation doubling 
Jall terms and fines for those who breach quaran- 
tine orders and other offenses. 

First offenders are now fined S$10,000 ($5,649) 
and/or imprisoned up to six months, up from 
$5,000 and no jail component. For repeat offend- 
ers, the fine was doubled to S$20,000 and/or a 
prison term of up to 12 months. 

|n an emotional debate, parilament passed 
amendments to the Infectious Diseases Act em- 
powering the health ministry to deal with SARS, 
which has ravaged the city-state's economy and 
killed at least 17 people. 

Refusal to cooperate with disease control mea- 
‘sures as well as providing misleading Information 
to doctors about an individual's travel history to 
SARS-affected areas and contacts with patients 
afflicted by the atypical pneumonia has been 
made an offense. 


Under fire 

HONG KONG—The Hong Kong Hospital Authori- 
ty came under fire in the local media for allegedly 
not providing enough protective gear for frontline 
Workers—more than 300 of whom have been 
sickened by SARS on the job. 

The Hospital Authority's acting chief executive 
admitted management had not done as well as It 
could have in dealing with the crisis that has in- 
fected 1,510 people here and killed 115, including 
six deaths that were announced yesterday. 

“| must admit the performance of the whole 
management, especially under my guidance, 
dogs not reach many people's expectations,” Dr. 
Ko Wing-man sald during a radio Interview. Ко 
has offered to resign. 

Ko took over day-to-day operations after his. 
boss, hospital chief William Ho, came down with 
SARS last month. Ho has recovered but Is still off 
duty resting. 

Some medical workers have been lobbying for pro- 
tective suits for weeks, according to the South China 
Morning Post, which launched a campaign to seek 
donations for buying high-tech “Barrierman” protec- 
tive suits for workers dealing with SARS outbreaks. 

Health workers have been falling iil dally for almost 
a month, and the Hong Kong political leader, Chief Ex- 
ecutive Tung Chee-hwa, has pledged to “dramatically” 
reduce thelr Infections as soon as possible, АРАРР 


No shoppers 

TORONTO—A day after the World Health Organi- 
zatlon warning to avold nonessential travel to 
Canada's biggest city, shops In a trendy downtown 
тай! are starting to feel the Impact of the advisory. 

At Jewels by Koby in the Eaton Center, Hillie 
Schmledhammar sat with one assistant and rows 
of untouched necklaces and rings. 

“Usually by now, with the warmer weather, we 
have people from everywhere shopping here," 
Schmiedhammer sald of the mall amid gleaming 
Skyscrapers a few blocks from the Lake Ontario 
waterfront. "But look, even McDonald's Is empty." 

Health authorities lambasted the WHO adviso- 
ry as Improper and unwarranted, but acknowi- 
‘edged there was little chance the UN agency 
Would reverse itself. 

The impact of SARS was first felt by Toronto's 
400,000-strong Chinese community, with restau- 
rants and shopping malis reporting business 
down by 70 percent. ? y 
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mew as] Don’t treat us with disgust’ 


Shell triumphs; By Alcuin Papa, Luige del Puerto 
t Bull run stopped and Nelson Fores 


pe uin “HUWAG niyo kaming pandirihan 
|| Mare Anthony Reyes (Don’t treat us with disgust)." 
ЇЇ sets stil very much around. This was the plea of the Que- 
"THE TURBOCHARGERS made sure FedEx would feel that last | zon City family whom nurse 
i night as they opened the fourth quarter with all guns blazing and | Adela Catalon visited just days 
|| roared to an 80-65 win in the PBA Samsung All Filipino Cup at | before she died allegedly of Se- 

the Philsports Arena. vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

With most of the teams taking them lightly, the Turbochargers | (SARS) іп a Manila hospital. 
sént across a strong message in outclassing the Express to raise Quezon City health officials 
|a their card to 3-9 with six games left in the elimination. are now monitoring the family re- 
|j Meanwhile Batang Red Bull's Jimwell Torion was found positive for ing in Barangay Pag-asa, ac- 
|j, drug use and was slapped with indefinite suspension by the PBA effec- cording to Perry Bilaos, barangay М 
li tive immediately. The sanction was the süffest ever imposed by the | chairperson. и r js р 
|; league for such violation. The league also ruled that the 5-foot-7 guard. The family members, relatives Oe be Ae 
fÍ undergo rehabilitation. of Catalon, sent a message to |} NS d 
f As Taulava hit a jumper with a second let as Talk N Тех snapped | barangay officials, protesting the OI SANI sat | 
"Batang Red Bulls 9-game winning run with a 98-96 overtime victory in , Way people are treating them. 

the second game. Talk N Text rose to 7-5 while Red Bull fell to 10-2. die Heuer ix рем UM A ee + Я 

Золудаа! rebas Coal avoiding us,” the family members resident Macapagal-Arroyo beams as she welcomes to Malacafiang 16 city mayors who are 
i eae an rei acetals ы oe attending the Urban Mayors' summit in Manila. Beside Ms Macapagal is summit host Manila Mayor 
|" More Sports on A23 to A30 Radio stations on Thursday re- | Lito Atienza. Р 
Т ported that Catalon, the nursing 
E aide from Canada, visited her rel- 


yn 7. Vicencio out, Yambao in as 


shop at Cainta near Ortigas Junction Offers: the area, Bilaos told the Inqumer 


| 


in an interview. 


сирге ceste ини | cm» Malabon mayor for 60 days 


days for P22 T / Diamond Finish w/ 6 mos. warranty. M those who do not know the 


RUSTPROOFING - plus undercoat P4T family.” Bilaos said. AFTERissuinganinter-officemem- der L, Bansil inside the Dulcinea Supporters of Vicencio have 
| De-cARBONIZING - Valves pistons exhausts adjust ee sald that according m orum dat he woul assume of Resa on Torus Momrsaea оле to Rem buries 
i abe Mx d etree Res V Nara ment oj rt, fice as acting Mayor of Malabon іп Quezon City following the pre- around City Hall yesterday but 

ML nee t PR x e msn имате Catalon stayed overnight with last Thursday, Vice Mayor Маж Al- ventivesuspension order issued to Gonzales said that they would 

ы the family. lan Jay Yambao took his oath of of incumbent mayor Amada Vicencio. have allowed Yambao to enter the 

| Аігсоп Cleaning P500.00 Freon P350 6 mos. wty. (NET) Catalon’s relatives denied this. fice before a Quezon City notary But the acting mayor failed to building since he is the vice mayor. 
` 34 Felix Ave., Cainta Rizal near Makro 655-3305 / 655-1182 “The family said Catalon stayed public at about midnight yesterday. report for work yesterday, ac- Тһе barricade was formed last 
briefly only tosay hi,” Bilaossaid.  Yambaowas swom into office by cording to Malabon Public Infor- Monday by Vicencio's supporters 

DONT/A2! Quezon City notary public Alexan- mation Officer Gerry Gonzales. VICENCIO A21 
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It’s easy for thieves to ‘legalize’ stolen cars - 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 


By Ma. Ceres P Doyo 
Secondo three parts 


TT TAKES ай kinds to steal a саг. 
As mentioned earlier, the armed 
ones forcibly take (FT) the cars of 
their victims, But those who steal 
parked cars (the offense is classi- 
fied as SWP—stolen while 
parked) are a varied lot, Most of 
them do not have firearms, only 
tools for opening and starting the 
vehicle, This way, if they are 
caught in the act, they could say 
they were only stealing valuables 
inside, like the stereo and person- 
al stuff, and would be charged on- 
ly with petty theft. 

The ones who do SWP—the 
ones who run the errands and de- 
liver the goods—are the small fry. 
It is the big fish that attend to the 
makeover, acquisition of new 
identity and eventual sale of the 
stolen property, either as a whole 
new resurrected car, or in pieces, 
a.k.a., “chop-chop.” These people 
have the connections. 

Organized gangs of car thieves 
maintain garages where the 
stolen MVs (motor vehicles) are 
brought. Some years ago, a big 
place in posh Ayala-Alabang was 
discovered to be the “parking lot" 
of stolen vehicles. But these MVs 
are not kept for long under a 
blanket. 

If the stolen МУ say a Honda 
CRY, is an "order" it is brought 
right away to a place for a make- 
over. 


Where do they go? 

Stolen MVs, more often than 
not, reach their intended destina- 
tions before the so-called nation- 
wide alert is issued. Despite the 
archipelagic nature of the Philip- 
pines which requires island hop- 
ping, many stolen MVs leave 
Metro Manila, the car thieves’ fa- 
vorite haunt, for the provinces 
without much hassle. 


Not all stolen cars undergo a 
make-over and sold whole. Many 


go through the 


block—they are dismantled right 
away and the parts are sold, This 


is called “chop-chop.” 


But why should a relatively 
new vehicle that commands a 
good price be chopped up? The 
answer: the car thieves, particu- 
larly the small-time ones, put in 
no big investment, only a few 
light instruments to. operate. 
They want the salable parts 
turned into cash right away 
There are always buyers, among 
them, assemblers of vehicles 
and dealers in car parts and ac- 


cessories. 


The "chop-chop" operators sell 
the unserialized parts. The en- 
gine and chassis, which have the 
identity numbers, are relegated 


There are stories about certain 
middle-income island provinces 
suddenly awash in second-hand 
cars with that spanking new 
look. The more expensive top-of- 
the line sport utility vehicles 
(SUV) need not go far but, some 
police’ sources said that way 
back, these vehich , were taken 
to as far as Indonesia, via the 
back door. 

Anticar theft police officials 
bemoan the scrapping of the 
clearance for interisland trav- 
el/transport of МУЗ. Clearance is 
a deterrent to car theft, but this 
has been a hassle for motorists 
who preferred to do interisland 
travel on wheels. This practice 
has been scrapped. 


Spotting operations 

1f car theft syndicates do spot- 
ting operations, so do anti-car theft 
police operatives. At Manila's 
Western Police District, an anti-car 
theft unit goes on regular spotting 
operations. The operatives, clad in 
‘Tshirts with their unit's name, set 


IF YOU go out to dine nowa- 
days, don’t wear expensive 
Jewelry and carry just enough 
‘cash to pay for your restaurant 
bill. It would be better if you 
just carry your credit cards. 

Holdups in restaurants are 
back, with customers as victims. 

Outback Restaurant in Libis, 
Quezon City was held up by 10 
armed men at 9:30 p.m. Thurs- 
day. About 50 customers were 
stripped of their cash and valu- 
ables. The restaurant cashier 
was spared. 

And to think that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo  jubilanty 
reported recently that the inci- 
dence of street crimes in Metro 
Manila had gone down. 

The best way to prevent 
street crimes from happening 

to have maximum police visi- 
bility. Policemen on foot patrol 
and those riding in patrol cars 
should be making the rounds 
in strategic and crime-prone 
areas 

But the police can only do so 
much. They need patrol cars 
with gasoline and communica- 
tion equipment, These our po- 
licemen don't have because the 
government lacks funds. 

If the government can't pro- 
vide the patrol cars with gaso- 
line and two-way radios, then 
ies the duty of the citizenry to 
fill in the lack. After all, its the 
citizenry that suffers when 
criminals are on the rampage. 

In 1998, seven new gradu- 
ates of the Philippine National 
Police Academy (PNPA) went 
on a drinking binge and got so 
drunk they beat up waitresses 
of a karaoke joint and a 62- 
year-old woman, the joint 
owner, 

‘Then newly appointed PNP 
chief Roberto Lastimoso was so 
angered by the complaint 
against the new police inspec- 
tors that he ordered them dis- 
missed from the service. 

When Fely Suyat came to see 
meat “Isumbong mo kay Tulfo” 
she had bruises and scratches 
on her face and arms. What 
struck me most was her big 
black eye. How could they do 
this to an old woman, I thought 
to myself. 

It was this writer who 
brought the old woman to Las- 
timoso's office where she iden- 
tified the six new police lieu- 
tenants in a line-up. 


Sacked cops reinstated 


‘The normally calm and staid 
Lastimoso was so touched by 
Suyat’s account of the incident 
that he punched some of the 
young men in the abdomen. 

"You have brought shame 
not only to alma mater but to 
the entire PNB You should be 
dismissed from the service,” 
the PNP chief told the six who 
stood at attention. 

‘The six were immediately dis- 
missed upon Lastimoso's order. 

Now they are back in the ser- 
vice. Two of them have even 
been promoted ahead of the 
others. 

So the world may know, the 
six are Insp. Boots M. Aseo, 
Senior Insp. Joel Manuel Ana, 
Insp. Eleuterio M. Ricardo Jr. 
Insp. Florendo Soriano, Insp. 
Christopher Melchor and Se- 
nior Insp. Julius Cabahug. 

‘The six were able to sneak 
back into the service apparently 
by pulling some strings. Their 
fellow academy graduates 
probably whispered into the 
ears of some high-ranking PNP 
officers to take them back in. 

No wonder the PNP seems be- 
yond reform. Scalawags who 
are kicked out easily get back in. 

Those six scalawags will 
continue to commit abuses 
against civilians until they get 
kicked out again. And they will 
be accepted back, and so on 
and so forth. 

The vicious cycle at the PNP 
never ends. 

Why can’t the PNPA produce 
graduates who are as decent as 
those of the Philippine Military 
‘Academy? At least for several 
‘years after graduating from the 
academy. 

"The PNPA is the police coun- 
terpart of the PMA. 

Why are PMA graduates 
more disciplined than those of 
the PNPA? Why do PNPA grad- 
uates become abusive immedi- 
ately after coming out of the 
academy? 

The curriculum and disci- 
pline at the PNPA should be 
reviewed. 


up checkpoints. 

“There is always a uniformed 
officer with us,” said a policeman, 
This way, he said, motorists 
‘would not think they are out to 
do mischief. 

It could be any time, day or 
night. Suspiciousooking vehi- 
cles are stopped and their papers 
and serialized parts inspected. 
‘The operatives carry a list of cars 
that have been stolen. Sometimes 
they are lucky to catch one or 
two, but these are not necessarily 
the vehicles that were stolen i 
their district. 

Spotting operations do not 
bring in big hauls, but they could 
be a deterrent if they are done of- 
ten and are widespread. 


Chop-chop 
Victims of car theft go through 
separation blues and tend to 


much, It is 


needle in 


that year, 


Why cant 


into a box. 


scour the landscape for a period 
of time, hoping to spot what they 
have lost, Columnist Ramon Tulfo 
advice victims not to hope too 


surance claims. 

Immediate recovery happens 
if the stolen MV is abandoned af- 
ter being used as a getaway vehi- 
cle. Ifthere are no leads, recover- 
ing a vehicle after a few days 
have passed is like looking for a 


statistics on recoveries on a par- 
ticular year do not necessarily 
correspond with the losses of 


But the question remains: 
Where are all the stolen cars? 


places where these big items are 
brought? These stolen items are 
not pieces of jewelry that can fit 


to the junkyard for recycling. 
Senior Supt, Eliseo de la Paz, 
technical assistant for operations 
and law enforcement at the LTO, 
said that car theft thrives "be- 
cause there are takers” 
"These end-users are also vic- 
tims,” he said, “They lack infor- 


better to work on in- 


mation." 


MVs are taken 


а haystack. Police 


nameit. 


the police find the 


REPORTED STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLES 


by Regions 1 Jan 31 Dec. 2002 
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Police and transportation au- 
thorities know that many stolen 
to nearby 

provinces such as Bulacan and 
Pampanga where "chop-chop" 
shops operate. On a clear day, 
one could drop by those places 
to shop for items—bumpers, 
mirrors, fenders, windshields, 


"Many “chop-chop” parts end. 
wp im legit car parts shops ín 
cities. These items are called 
"original" or "genuine," meaning 
they came from the original mak- 
ers. They are sold alongside new 


"non-orlg" parts which are “not as 
good as the orig,” 

Banawe Street in Quezon City, 
is the place to go for car parts 
and installation, if one knows 
what to look for. But it is also the 
place where many stolen parts 
end up. 

A pair of side mirrors that costs 
a couple of thousands in the casa 
could go lower than P500 if one 
knows how to haggle and intimi- 
date (as in, “I know that’s stolen , 
and those are probably mine and 
you could be in trouble"), ` 

Those stolen at random and to 
be sold whole need only a paint 
job and re-accessorizing. 


Behind the car theft 

According to Supt. Benelito A, 
Bianzon of the Traffic Manage- 
ment Group's operations depart- 
ment, car theft serves many dif- 
ferent purposes, Stolen vehicles 
could be used to move stolen 
goods, for vice operations, and as 
a source of big money. 

‘The last one—though difficult 
to admit on the part of law en- 
forcers—has to be organized and 
with the connivance of groups 
and individuals in and out of gov- 
ernment, aided by undesirable el- 
ements such as fixers. 3 

There are many ways to "legal 
ize" a stolen vehicle. One could buy, 
a fake official receipt and certifi 
cate of registration (OR-CR) for a 
vehicle on Claro M. Recto Avenue: 
or behind some LTO branches.” 

"Try it,” said a top police offt- 
cial, "You'll find someone who 
will sell you one. It is fake, of, 
course," 

Bianzon cites the case of a Ko-, 
rean national who did not return. 
а car to the rent-a-car company. 
He acquired a fake OR-CR and’ 
simply typed his name on them, 

There are so-called tamperers 
who can tamper with the vehi- 
cles’ etchings and alter the serial 
numbers, A 3 could become an 8, 
а 1 become a 7. An LTO insider 
could then issue papers corres, 
sponding to the new numbers. * 

Before a new registration is is- 
sued for a stolen vehicle and its 
new owner, the vehicle has to get 
a clearance from TMG. 

First, the police crime laborato; 
ту would run a macroetching pro- 
cess on a car to determine if the 
number etchings on the car's body 
and chassis have not been tam-, 
pered with. If the vehicle passes 
the test, clearance is issued. The 
certificate would follow. 

(Tobe continued) 
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Dor.' treat us... 2 inmates die in Bilibid 


From page A20 


‘The barangay official refused to name the 
family to protect them from the stigma at- 
tached to people suspected of carrying SARS. 

"The chairperson said they have received or- 
ders from the city health department to observe 
the family for two weeks, and to immediately 
report if any of the family members falls ill. 

"Members of the barangay public order and 
safety council visited the family the other day, 
Bilaos said. 

‘The family members told the councilmen 
that they have not been ill since Catalon visit- 
ed them, Bilaos said. 

Catalon visited the family lust April 8, four 
days after she arrived from Canada, Bilaus 
said. Catalon died on April 14. 

Ding Mendoza, of the Quezon City Hall's 
Barangay Public Order and Safety office, said 
the family was showing no symptoms of 
SARS. Nonetheless, city and barangay health 
authorities have been monitoring the health 
of the family on a daily basis. 

DOH officials have also been visiting and 
checking on the family every two hours. The six 
‘members ofthe family are now in quarantine. 

‘The family lives in a big house, which is al- 
so home to three or four more families. But it 
was not known if the other families were also 
quarantined. 

When the Inquirer visited the barangay 
yesterday, a few residents were seen wearing 
protective masks. Barangay officials were also 
seen distributing masks and vitamin C cap- 
sules to families in the area. 

Barangay Bagong Pag-asa is home to 
around 120,000 residents. It is located near 
the Philippine Science High School. 

Health authorities said Catalon may have 
contacted up to 200 persons during her brief 
stay in the country. 

‘According to the radio reports, Catalon al- 
legedly was seen shopping at the nearby SM 
mall in North Edsa on the same day she visit- 
ed the family in Pag-asa. It was also reported 
that she went to San Juan to pay someone a 
visit 

But a spokesperson for the local govern- 
‘ment in San Juan said she could not confirm 
the report. 

Elvira Flores of the San Juan public infor- 
mation office said that they have been receiv- 
ing numerous reports concerning Adela's 
leged visit to the municipality but could not 
confirm any of it. With a report from Dewey 
Joseph Yap and Charlene Tordesillas 


ri 


By Christian Esguerra 


TWO inmates of the New Bilibid Prisons (NBP) 
in Muntinlupa were killed while three others 
were injured last Thursday, the same day that a 
convicted killer bolted the jail. 

Jose Manansala and Cesar Corpus, both 
members of the Genuine Ilocano Group, were 
stabbed to death during a free-for-all at the 
maximum security compound at about 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, said prisons director Ricardo 
Macala. 

‘The riot erupted after Manansala ran amuck 
and tried to stab his fellow inmates with an im- 
provised ice pick at the basketball court, he said. 


t; convicted killer bolts 


Three inmates were rushed to the Muntinlu- 
pa Medical Center for minor injuries. 

Macala said Manansala had been in and out 
of the NBP’s detoxification and mental ward. 

Earlier in the day, Genny Lovete, who was 
convicted of homicide, escaped. Lovete was sup-, 
posed to complete his prison term on April 5 next 
year, Macala said. He said the inmate took ad« 
‘vantage of the relaxed security on him because 
he was scheduled for release in less than a year. 

Prior to his escape, Lovete had been trans, 
ferred to the minor security compound where 
he was allowed to leave the NBP as part of the 
facility's community reintegration program, 
Macala said. 


Vicencio out, Yambao їп... 


From page A20. 

to prevent officials from the Department of 
Interior and Local Government from serving 
the suspension order to the mayor. 

In the following days, DILG officials tried to 
enter the building four times, but failed. They 
instead posted the suspension order at the gate 
of Vicencio's house in Araneta Village, Portrero, 
Malabon at about 5 p.m. on Thursday. 

‘The suspension order on Vicencio was is- 
sued after opposition councilors charged the 
mayor for grave abuse of authority in connec- 
tion with the purchase of an PB8-million piece 
of property in Tanza, Navotas. The property 
was inten.led as a relocation site for some 
2,800 squ..ters who will be displaced by the 
Philippine National Railways Corporation's 
rehabilitation program. 

Vicencio has vowed to fight the 60-day sus- 
pension, saying that he would not step down 
from office. 

‘This is the second time that Vicencio was 
suspended from office. Last year, he was sus- 
pended for his alleged involvement in the 
‘anomalous construction of the new P122-mil- 
lion city hall in Catmon, Malabon. 

їп a press conference of Yambao's camp 
held yesterday in Quezon City, lawyer Alan 
Paguia, legal counsel of the opposition said 
Vicencio is committing "del iberate actions to 
mislead the public" after he signed a Memo- 
randum of Agreement with the North Railway 
Development Project inter-agency committee 


that gave the Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment and Coordinating Council authority 
over the Tanza property. 

Paguia said the MOA was "illegal and void 
from the beginning since it has no certifica- 
tion of the accountant and auditor as stipulat- 
ed under Sections 46,47,48 under the Admin- 
istrative Code.” 

He also questioned the legal existence of the 
contract, saying that the "law does nat permit 
any government agency from entering into а 
contract without funds for the entire project." 

The Malabon government had already giv- 
en P12.6 million from the city coffers as 
downpayment for the Tanza property. But the 
МОА has stipulated that the payment would 
be returned to the city. 

Paguia also said that Vicencio was guilty of 
obstruction of justice through the barricades, 
formed around City Hall. H 

“It only showed insubordination and ré 
fusal to follow due process оп Mayor Vicen; 
cio's part," he said. qi 

Yambao has appealed to the people who 
formed the barricades, saying that the law 
must be enforced and that his assumption to 
the post for 60 days is just a “matter of duty." * 

‘The barricades have stopped city hall trang: 
actionsandhavestalled traffic. тг {7 

As of yesterday, Vicencio is still waiting for the 
‘Court of Appeals to issue a Temporary Restrain: 
ing Order (TRO) to prevent the їп 
of his suspension. Anne Luisa Villarico уу, |? 
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PNP wants Palaro moved 


PSC chief takes ‘wait-and-see’ stance, still backs Lanao games 


By T] Burgonio 
and Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE National Police 
yesterday proposed the staging 
of the Palarong Pambansa out- 
side of Lanao del Norte follow- 
ing the outbreak of clashes be- 
tween government troops and 
secessionist rebels there. 

‘The clashes, which erupted after Mo- 
ro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
rebels attacked Kolambugan and Maigo 
towns in the province on Thursday 
morning, left at least 16 people dead 
and several others wounded. 

Maigo and Kolambugan are the two 
towns nearest the capital town of Tu- 
bod, the venue of the national games 
set May 4 to 11. 

“Other venues would be a better op- 
tion; it would be easier to secure, for 
example, Cebu or oilo. We are ready 
(to provide security) just tell us where. 
is the venue,” Director Ricardo de Leon, 
PNP director for police community re- 
lations, told reporters. 

He said that the national police, in 
coordination with the military, would 
provide "maximum security" for the 
5,000 athletes and officials. 
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BUHAIN 


"The PNP has been preparing for the 
security requirements, but we still 
leave it to the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission and the participants of the dif- 
ferent regions to check and consult 
with the local organizers (on the final 
venue)," De Leon said. 

He said the final decision "will em- 


anate from the officials of the Palarong 
Pambansa and the Philipine Sports 
Commission. 

Meanwhile, PSC chair Eric Buhain 
yesterday said the Palaro will definitely 
push through this year but there's noth- 
ing definite yet as to the date and 
venue. 

Buhain made the statement after 
conferring with the Department of Edu- 
cation regional directors. 

Buhain said they have to “wait and 
see” following the spate of violence that 
erupted in Tubod, Lanao del Norte, site 
ofthis year’s Games. 

"Secretary (Edilberto) de Jesus 
asked me ifthe PSC is ready to hold the 
Palaro,” said Buhain. "I told him we are 
ready anytime of the year.” 

But Buhain was quick to point out 
that there are still no negotiations re- 
garding possible replacement venue 
“out of respect to the efforts of Lanao 
del Norte officials to bring the Palaro in 
their province." 

“All these reports that Iloilo and Ba- 
colod are eyeing to host the Palaro in 
Lanao's place аге not true. They have a 
heart for Lanao del Norte which had 
lost the hosting for three years already," 
Buhain said. 

‘The PSC chief added he was coordi- 


nating with Lanao del Norte бок Imel- 
da Quibranza-Dimaporo, who is closely 
monitoring the situation in the 
province where military and police op- 
erations were intensified. 

“We at the PSC have a complete trust in 
the Armed Forces as well as the Philippine 
National Police,” said Buhain. “Once we get 
the whole picture of the peace and order 
situation of the province, I will go back to 
Secretary De Jesus and present it to the re- 
gional directors.” 

By Tuesday, Buhain added, they 
should be ready to come up with rec- 
ommendation to President Arroyo 
whether Lanao del Norte would be ca- 
pable of hosting the Games. 

The MILR after lauching two attacks 
on Thursday, threatened to wreck the 
long preparation for ће Palaro. 

As this developed, it was reported. 
that the Tawi Tawi delegation has al- 
ready arrived at the Mindanao Civic 
Center where they will be billeted dur- 
ing the Games. 

Buhain said Dimaporo and her hus- 
band, Rep. Abdullah Dimaporo, are "Keep- 
ing an open mind" about the situation. 

"Tm talking to them every day and 
they are very open-minded about it,” 
said Buhain. “The key here is whatever 
the military and the police will rell us.” 


SARS scare keeps RP out of Vietnam meet 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE SARS scare yesterday forced the 
Philippine Olympic Committee to absent. 
itself from the vital Southeast Asian 
Games Federation meeting in Hanoi, 
Vietnam. 

POC president Celso Dayrit, who said they 
were not sending any representative, said 


the Philippines and Thailand had written the 
SEAG Federation to beg off from the meet- 
ing. 

"The confab was supposed to tackle, 

among other things, the SARS effect on 
the SEA Games slated in Vietnam in Decem- 
ber. 

Dayrit added that most National Olympic. 
Committee presidents have also chosen to 


skip the meeting and instead sent represen- 
tatives because Vietnam was among the 
countries hit by che Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome epidemic. 

Dayrit, however, vowed to call up the fed- 
eration and ask whatever was taken up du 
ing the meeting, including the possible post- 
ponement of the Games due to the SARS 
scare. 
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ARCILLA: His racket does the talking. 


JOHNNY Arcilla still remem- 
bers the stinging pain in his 
wrist while trying to return 
Alexey Kedriouk’s booming 
serves: “It’s like an electric 
shock that passes through my 
racket and goes all the way to 
my arm.” 

After all, Kedriouk is 6-foot-2 and 
seven inches taller than the coun- 
пуз erstwhile top player. But his 
power wasn't enough to overwhelm 
Arcilla in the Philippines-Kaza- 
khstan Davis Cup tie recently. 

“| remained patient all the way, 
tried to slow him down and make 
him lose his cool,” said Arcilla, who 
played the key role as the Filipinos 
subdued the Kazakhs, 3-2, and 
avoided landing in the cellar of the 
East Asia group. 

Destroying the equilibrium of 
people around him is an art Arcilla 
has mastered through the years 
without really trying. 

When he was a high school fresh- 
man at San Beda College, his teach- 
ers gave up on him and threatened 
to kick him out of school for doing, 
well, nothing. 

“He was very shy even as a kid 
and he doesn't talk unless you ask 
him, said his longtime mentor 
Jovy Mamawal. "His teachers 
thought he's a slow learner because 


cilla. 


he seems to live inside a shell.” 

Mamawal said they even hired a 
communications coach to help the 
then 12-year-old Arcilla acquire so- 
cial graces. 

Arcilla leamed tennis from his fa- 
ther, a Butuan General Hospital utili 
ty, who became his coach and playing 
partner. 

“I don't have a coach, so when 
there is no tournament, I play with 
my father,” said the 22-year-old Ar- 


He was the country's top player 
for two and a-half years before he 
relinquished the honor to childhood 
buddy Joseph Victorino late last 
year. Victorino achieved the No. 1 
ranking by shocking Arcilla in the 
semis on his way to the season-end- 
ing PCA Open title. 

But Arcilla said he doesn’t feel 
bad about it 
served it because he worked hard 
for it,” said Arcilla. 

Arcilla and Victorino go a 
way back. Victorino's father, Vic, 
brought Arcilla to Manila from Cebu 
in 1992 so his then 7-year-old son 
would have a playing partner. 

Arcilla stayed at the Victorino 
household in Talayan, Quezon City 
and Vic enrolled him at a public 
school where he finished his ele- 
mentary education. 

The 
reached the finals of the Kuala 
Lumpur Milo Perlis international ju- 
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JOHNNY ARCILLA 


Where funds are short, 


patience pays off 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


said Arcilla. 


niors toumament which is tradi- 
tionally ruled by the Koreans. 

“As of the last count, I have won 
morethan 100 local titles and about 
five international championships,” 


The discrepancy in the number of 
his local and internati 


nal victories. 


speaks a lot of he state of Philippine 


tennis. 


“I hardly had any sponsor to sup- 
port my campaign abroad," said 


cilla, "That is what T lack right now.” 


Thailand, 
“He (Victorino) de- 


long 


to support usin the fi 
following year, Arcilla 


Patience. 


Philippine Tennis Association pres- 
ident Buddy Andrada blamed th 

ick of corporate support for tennis 
due co the country s economy. 

"This is a sad trend in tennis 
right now. If you have a healthy 
economy you have more spon- 
sors coming in as in the case of 
which has produced 
(Asian tennis sensation) Srich 
pan Paradorn," said Andrada. 

“Unfortunately, we dont have 
that kind of economy here so spon- 
sors are rare,” Andrada continued. 
“The problem is you only improve if 
you meet foreign players. Right 
now, we are trying very hard to 
bring international players here by 
hosting international events. Hope- 
fully we can convince corporations 


е. 


In the meantime, Arcilla and 
Philippine tennis will have to make 
good use of their foremost virtue: 
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Fred Couples 
back to old form, 
and getting better 


HUMBLE, Texas—Fred Couples continued 
the quest for his first PGA Tour victory in five 
years with a 7-under-par 65 that gave him a 
one-stroke lead Thursday over Stuart Apple- 
by in the rain-interrupted opening round of 
the Houston Open. 

Couples, who played college golf at the 
University of Houston before turning pro in 
1980, had eight birdies-including five while 
shooting a 30 on the back nine. 

“I had a great day,” he said. “I hit a lot of 
very good shots and made a lot of putts. I 
played well.” 

Play was suspended for 3% hours early in 
the day and didn't resume until shortly after 
noon zs а line of thunderstorms passed 
through. That meant many players didn't tee 
off until late afternoon, and 72 couldn't finish 
their rounds as darkness fell. 

Players set to resume their opening rounds 
Friday included Carl Paulson, a non-winner 
on tour who was 6-under after 16 holes, and 
‘Tom Pernice, at 6-under through 15. Briny 
Baird, another non-winner, was 5-under 
through 11 holes. 

Appleby' round included an eagle on the 
par-S 15th hole. His last win came at this 
event in 1999, when it was played at the TPC 
at The Woodlands. This year, the tournament 
was moved to the new, sprawling 7,508-yard 
Redstone Golf Club layout designed by Peter 
Jacobsen. 

Jacobsen, admitting his knowledge of the 
course helped him, was in group of four 
golfers-including defending champion Vijay 
Singh-at 67. 

Eight players finished at 68 and another 
large group, including Ernie Els and John 
Daly, was at 69. 


Winless since 1998 

Couples is trying to regain the form that 
made him one of the world's top golfers in the 
1990s. He hasn't won since a pair of victories. 

98. 

1 haven't been in any kind of contention 
for three or four years,” he acknowledged. 
"So for anyone who tells you its like riding a 
bike, it's not like riding a bike." 

But he's challenged himself to make i 
provements in his game, and that's led to top- 
10 finishes in two of his last four outings. 

“it's been getting better,” Couples said. "Ev- 
ery time I get inthis position I need to work on 
that.” 

He wants to play himself into the top 10 
and hopes to be in position to make a run for 
the title in the final two rounds. 

Appleby began the year with a sixth-place 
finish at the tour opener in Hawaii, but his 


COUPLES: A great day. cerrrmaces 


game has faltered since. 

"Its been definitely a drought in the last 
few months,” he said. “Iam certainly not play- 
ing at the level that I want to play and know I 
can playat." 

Jacobsen, 10th last week at the MCI Her- 
itage while shooting four rounds under 70, 
was pleased with his 67. 


Feeling great 

“if had known this is how it goes, I would 
have got involved in golf course design long 
ago,” he said with a laugh. “It felt great." 

His lone bogey was on the 18th hole, where 
his drive missed the fairway and stopped in 
some mulch around a tree he specifically 
planted while designing the course. 

“What happened to me is exactly what we 
wanted to happen,” he said. "It's the last hole. 
If you come in here with a one-stroke lead or 
you need a birdie you better hit a good drive. 1 
paid the price." 

The estimated $5.2 million raised for Hous- 
ton-area charities with this week's Shell-spon- 
sored tournament will push the cumulative 
total for all PGA Tour charitable contributions 
to $750 million since the first $10,000 dona- 
tion from a Palm Beach, Florida tournament 
in 1938. Total PGA Tour contributions 
reached $100 million in 1987, passed $500 
million in 2000 and could top $800 million by 
the end of this yea AP 


Captain keeps Capriati 
out of US Fed Cup team 


LOWELL, Massachusetts-- US Fed Cup cap- 
tain Billie Jean King has brought out big guns 
Serena and Venus Williams for this weekend's 
tie against the Czech Republic to ensure her 
team do not suffer another first-round upset. 

Last year, the US was shocked at home in 
Charlone, North Carolina, by a Barbara 
Schwartz-led Austrian team. In that tie, King 
kicked her top player, Jennifer Capriati, off the 
team, which resulted in the forfeit of their first 
так 

‘After Schwartz upset Monica Seles, King 
had to substitute Meghann Shaughnessy in 
the third match and Schwartz defeated 
Shaughnessy 9-7 in the third set, clinching 
the tie for Austria over a nation that hes won 
the Fed Cup a record 17 times. 

“We're very pumped up this year" King told 
Reuters. "After what happened last year, we are. 
very determined to bring the Fed Cup back 
home. After Charlotte, the players really bond- 
ed together in their goals and commitments.” 
After winning the 2000 Fed Cup in Las Vegas 
over Spain, the US opted out of playing the 


2001 final in Madrid due to post Sept. 11 securi- 
ty concerns. Belgium won the title. 

King expected to raise the Fed Cup again 
last year until chaos reigned in Charlotte and 
Slovakia ended up winning the title. 

“I will always be sad about it,” King said. 
“But you can either see it as a disaster or a 
new opportunity. 

"Its а motivational factor for all of us. Ev- 
ery single player has come up to me and said: 
"We've got to bring back the Cup, this is ridicu- 
lous and lees just make it happen.” 

With some of the top-ranked players in 
the world such as Serena (1st), Venus (3rd) 
Shaughnessy (19th) and Alexandra Steven- 
son (26th), the US are heavily favoured 
over a young Czech team headed by Daja 
Bedanova (44th), Iveta Benesova (715), 
Klara Koukalova (73rd) Eva Birnerova 
(63rd). 

“We have the best players in the world and 
ме expect to win, but we can't afford to look 
ahead," said King, who has led her team to 
three titles in the last eight years. 


Sweet revenge for Agassi in US clay court tourney 


HOUSTON Top-seeded Andre Agassi need- 
ed less than an hour for a second straight 
match, and avenged an upset two years ago 
by Irakli Labadze to advance Thursday to the 
US Men's Clay Court Championships quarter- 
finals. 

‘Agassi beat the player from the Republic of 
Georgia 6-0, 6-2. The victory extended his 
match record to 20-1 this season, allowing 
him to join four other ATP players with 20 
match vietories in 2003, 

Waiting for Agassi will either be fellow 
American Todd Martin or Brazilian Ricardo 
Mello, who were playing late Thursday 
‘American Mardy Fish won through by beating 
Luis Horna of Peru 6-2, 6-4. 

‘Agassi took only 47 minutes to beat Zeljko 
Krajan of Croatia in his first-round match. He 
finished Labadze in 52 minutes when he 
served for the match in the eighth game of the 
second set. 

^ aut 


game but missed the first match point on a 
forehand net error. Labadze, ranked 92nd in 
the world, then hit a backhand behind the 
baseline to end the match. 

"Labadze is a very flashy player who can 
come up with some big shots, but he doesn't 
have much interest in extending the points," 
Agassi said. “I figured the points would be 
shorter, but 1 was fortunate that everything 
seemed to roll my way early 

“He was going to take his chances and he 
was going to let it Пу. You just hope when he 
gets that look he's under more pressure than 
hewants to be." 

‘Agassi brought the match under control 
quickly with a first set that lasted 19 minutes. 
He'd lost to Labadze on hardcourt in Shanghai. 

“Nothing worked today,” Labadze said. "I 
didn’t play so well. He didn't have to do any- 
thing to win. I guess I was pretty nervous. Ac- 
tually, before the match. 1 was feeling like it 


AGASSI: On to the quarterfinals. 
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Tour Pilipinas bikathon on the road today 
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By June Navarro 


LEGASPI CITY-Multi-stage 
cycling returns as the coun- 
trys top summer sports 
spectacle when the Tour 
Pilipinas 2003 gets going 
here today. 

With majestic Mount Mayon 
serving as backdrop, the field of 
84 riders spread out in 12 teams 
tackles the first of 15 laps in the 
18-day schedule this moming 
with organizers predicting an ex- 
citing race. 

The opening lap is a massed 
start event covering 183 kms of 
good roads on an outand-back 
course that will take the riders to 
Sorsogon and then to Tabaco City 
before heading back to Legaspi. 

With a top team prize of P1 
million and a P200,000 purse for 
the individual champion, orga- 
nizers look forward to a memo- 
rable bikathon like the last one 
held in 1998 which Warren 
Davadilla won, 

Davadilla and former two-time 
champions Carlo Guieb and Re- 
nato Dolosa remain prohibitive 
favorites, buta host of eager, hun- 
gry and talented youngsters led 
by Santi Banachea seem capable 
of pulling through. 

The 25-year-old Barnachea 
ruled last year’s Express Tour of 
Calabarzon and is eager to prove 
his worth in a longer and tougher 
race. 

“Siyempre masarap mag- 
champion. Isa pa gusto ko ring 
patunayan na hindi lang ako 
pang four days, said Barnachea, 
the Tour’s 1997 Rookie of the 
Year, who will skipper the Bowl- 
ing Gold team. 

The Tour of Calabarzon or- 
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ganized by Airfreight 2100 
served as some sort of a teaser 
and the success of the event 
convinced Airfreight chair- 
man Bert Lina to go for the 
full-time revival this year of 
what he called “one of the 
most awaited sporting events 
in our country.” 

Guieb, known as the King of 
the Mountains during his 
prime when he won back-to- 
back Tour titles (1993-94), 
spearheads the EcoSavers of 
the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources, 
one of six government teams 
entered in the 2,460-kilometer 
race. 

Although slowed down by 
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age, the 35-year-old Guieb 
said experience would be his 
main weapon. "Sa dami ng ma- 
gagaling dito sa Tour, mahirap 
ang mag-champion ulit. Tig- 
nan na lang natin siguro sa kar- 
era," he said. 

Dolosa, who won the Tour in 
1992 and 1995 and leader of 
Gilbeys Island Punch, remains 
upbeat of his chances,saying he 
still has what it takes to rise to the 
occasion. 

The Tour's oldest citizens аге 
also back with 1986 champion 
Ronaldo Pagnanawon and 1991 
titleholder Bernardo Llantada 
sharing the leadership chores 
for Bowling Gold and Drug- 
Busters, respectively. 


The other rated entries are 
national riders Lloyd Rey- 
паме (Pagcor Sports), 
Bernard Luzon (DILG's Patrol 
117), Enrique Domingo 
(DOTC's Postmen), Merculio 
Ramos and Arnel Quirimit 
(Tanduay), Ryan Taguilig(Pag- 
cor Sports), and Albert 
Primero (PLDT-NDD). 

Other teams in this event 
presented by Airfreight 2100 
and backed by Accel, Longines, 


BPI-MS, Lipovitan, Philtranco, 
Selletalia and Vittoria are the 
Felix Celeste-led VAT Riders of 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
and Samsung headed by 
Nicanor Ramos Jr. 

“Maraming malalakas. Pero 
pipilitin ko pa rin manalo,” 
said Davadilla, the Intel team 
captain, who picked Rey- 
nante, Quirimit, Tanguilig 
and Merculio as his toughest 
rivals 


Ang World Class 
na Tsinelas... 


Distributed by: PARAVI SALES CENTER INC 
website : www.bantex.com.ph 


The pride returns. 
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Garnett 
gets the 
job done 


LOS ANGELES-Kevin Garnett 
got the job done early then sat 
back and watched his support- 
ing crew settle it in overtime. 

The leagues MVP candidate Gar- 
nett went from team leader to cheer- 
leader as Minnesota beat the defend- 
ing champion Los Angeles Lakers 114- 
110 on Thursday to take a 2-1 lead in 
their first round National Basketball 
Association playoff series. 

Garnett had 33 points and 14 re- 
bounds before fouling out 12 seconds 
into the overtime. 

Garnett switched roles on the 
bench, turning into the Timberwolves’ 
biggest fan. An animated Garnett 
spent the overtime on his hands and 
knees screaming at calls he didn't like 
and cheering key Minnesota baskets. 

Given a choice he would have rather 
been on the floor. 

“It was miserable,” said Garnett. 
“That is the first time since my rookie 
season I fouled ош. 

“1 couldn't help my team so the only 
other thing 1 could do was try and 
channel my energy and cheer and mo- 
tivate to get my teammates over the 
edge.” In other NBA playoff games on 
Thursday, New Jersey edged Milwau- 
kee 103-101 and Boston cruised to а 
101-83 victory over Indiana. 

The Timberwolves victory returned 
home-court advantage to them in the 
Western Conference best-of-seven se- 
ries. Game 4 is Sunday in Los Angeles. 

"I think we handled them beautiful- 
ly" said Garnett. "With the Lakers you 
have got to play with just as much con- 
fidence as they do. They have more ex- 
perience (playoffs) than we do and 
they have been here before.” Minneso- 
ta faced a stiff test in trying to regain 
home-court, upending the Lakers at 
Staples Center, where Los Angeles had 
won 15 straight games dating back to 
February 18. 

"I have never seen him like that,” 
said Minnesota's Joe Smith of Garnett. 
“He was getting everybody hyped.” 


BOSTON'S Tony Battie (left) dunks off Indiana's Ron Artest. The 


Celtics won, 101-83. 


The three-time defending 
champion Lakers had also 
won 14 straight opening 
round games since 1996. 

The Timberwolves led 52-46 
at the half and by as much as 
nine points at one stage in the 
first half. 

Troy Hudson scored 2 
points and Marc Jackson had 
12 points and eight rebounds 
for the Timberwolves. 

Shaquille O'Neal had 28 
points and 17 rebounds and 
Kobe Bryant scored 30 points 
forthe Lakers. 

The Timberwolves 
trounced the Lakers 119-91 on 
‘Tuesday, handing Los Angeles 
their worst loss in post-season in 
three years 

Things got a little better for the 
Lakers on Thursday but they fell be- 
hind early and spent the entire game 
trying to catch up before Bryant forced 
the overtime. 

"We are upset we lost the game,” said 
Bryant who is nursing a sore right shoul- 
der that injured when he missed a dunk in 
Game 2. 

"We had our opportunities and we 
didn't win it.” O'Neal has had an emo- 
tional week, beginning with the death of 
his grandfather and then the birth of a 
baby boy (Shaquir) last Saturday. 

He shot poorly from the free throw 
line on Thursday hitting the underside 
of the rim on one attempt with 35 sec- 
nds left and the Lakers down by four. 

New Jersey's Rodney Rogers 
gathered a deflection and nailed a 
jumper with two seconds left, giv- 
ing the Nets a 103-101 triumph 
over Milwaukee on Thursday. 

The victory gives the Nets a 2-1 se- 
ries lead. 

Boston's Paul Pierce scored 21 points 
to lead six players in double figures and 
grabbed 12 rebounds as the Celtics rout- 
ed the Pacers 101-83 to take a 2-1 
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Wolves push 
Lakers 
against the 
ropes with 2- 
1 series lead 


GARNETT 
goes head- 
to-head with 
fellow giant 
O'Neal. ә» 
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EASTERN CONFERENCE 


(1) Detroit vs. (8) Orlando 

Magic I, Pistons 1 

3 Game 1: Orlando 99, Detroit 94 
Game 2: Detroit 89, Orlando 77 


E... Game3atOrlando (April 26) | 


~ Q) New Jersey vs (7) Milwaukee 


Game 


Nets 2, Bucks | | 

lew Jersey 109, Milwaukee 96 

Game 2: Milwaukee 88, New Jersey 85 2 
Game3: New Jersey 103, Milwaukee 101 


Game 4 at Milwaukee (April 27) 


(3) Indiana vs (6) Boston 
Pacers I, Celtics 2 
Game 1: Boston 103, Indiana 100 


rc 
Н 
Game 2: Indiana 89, Boston 77 
Game 3: Boston 101, Indiana 83 
Game 4 at Boston (April 28) 


(4) Philadelphia vs (8) N. Orleans 
Sixers 2, Hornets 0, 
Game 1: Philadelphia 98, New Orleans 90 
Game 2: Philadelphia 90, New Orleans 85 
Game 3 at Philadelphia (April 27) 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


(1) San Antonio vs (8) Phoenix 
Spurs 1, Suns | 
Game | Phoenix 96, San Antonio 95 (OT) 
Game 2: San Antonio 84, Phoenix 76 
Game 3 at Phoenix (April 26) 


(2) Sacramento vs (7) Utah 
Kings 2, Jazz 0 
Game I: Sacramento 96, Utah 90 
Game 2: Sacramento 108, Utah 95 
Game3 at Utah (April 27) 


(3) Dallas vs (6) Portland 
Mavs2, Blazers 0 
Game 1: Dallas 96, Portland 86 
Game 2: Dallas 103, Portland 99 
Game 3 at Dallas (April 26) 


(4) Minnesota vs. (5) LA Lakers 
Wolves 2, Lakers 1 
Game |: LA Lakers 117, Minnesota 98. 
Game 2: Minnesota 119, LA Lakers 91 
Game 3: Minnesota 114, LA Lakers 110 
Game 4 at Los Angeles (April 20) 


Iverson had argument with man who shot his pal 


PHILADELPHIA—NBA star Allen 
Iverson exchanged angry words 
with a man accused of shooting 
his friend in the leg last week, 
witnesses told police. 

Police identified the suspect as 
Carlos Perez, 24, of Philadelphia 
Perez remains at large and faces 
aggravated assault charges in the 
April 14 shooting of Larry Robin- 
son, 46, of Smithfield, Virginia. 

Robinson drove himself to the 
hospital in Iverson's car after he 
was shot in the leg about 2:30 
a.m, outside a nightclub. He was 
treated and released. 

Witnesses told police that Iver- 
son was in a group of men who 
got into an argument with Perez, 


» 


“We belie 


suspect fired on 


said. 


lawyer about 


find him there. 


possibly over basketball, Capt. 
Thomas Quinn said Thursday. 
Some witnesses said Iverson par- 
ticipated in the argument. 
this was a sponta- 
neous event," Quinn said. 

Quinn also said police consid- 
ered Iverson a target because the 
his group. 

"We believe he's part of the tar- 
get. Is he specifically the target? 
We don't know for sure,” Quinn 


Police are talking with Perez's 
Quinn said. Police searched an 


apartment where Perez was stay- 
ing Thursday morning but didn't 


sion Friday from 


Sacramento. 


in the WNBA draft, 


his surrender, 


one said. 


Syracuse freshman going to the pros 


SYRACUSE, New York—Syracuse fresh- 
man Carmelo Anthony, who led the Or- 
angemen to their first national champi: 
onship, will make himself eligible for 
the NBA draft. 

Anthony said Thursday he will forgo 
his final three years at Syracuse to play 
in the NBA. 

Anthony, who turns 19 in May, led 
the Orangemen in scoring, averaging 
22 points, and broke Lawrence Moten's 
freshman scoring record for points and 
Derrick Coleman's freshman rebound 
ing mark. 


points and pulled down 14 rebounds 
in Syracuse's victory over Texas in the 
national semifinals in New Orleans 
earlier this month. He scored 20 
points as Syracuse beat Kansas in the 
title game and was named Most Out- 
standing Player of the Final Four 
just the third freshman to earn that 
honor. 

"I'm here in front of you today to an- 
nounce that I will not be coming back 
next year,” Anthony said at a news con- 
ference. "1 will be moving on, moving 
onto the pros.” 


after talking with his mother and to 
coach Jim Boeheim. 


Anthony, who began crying 
as he spoke. 

Boelieim agreed with Anthony's deci- 
sion and said his star player is ready for 
the next level 

“This is a very happy day for Syra- 
cuse basketball, and a sad one, too," 
Boeheim said. “The guy sitting here 
has done more for Syracuse basket- 
ball than any player we've ever re- 
cruited or that’s ever played here. To 


onship as a freshman is truly a his- 
toric moment in college basketball. 
I'm very thankful that he was here 
with us. 

The NBA draft is scheduled for 
June 26. The NBA's deadline for un. 
derclassmen to make themselves 
eligible for the draft is May 12. An- 
ihony i» expected to be a lottery 
pick. The draft lortery will held 
May 22. 

Anthony is the first Syracuse under 
classman to declare early for the NBA 
since Billy Owens opted not to return 
5 1771 


about his furure and his Utah 
team's 2-0 playofis deficit to 


Malone expects his daugh- 
ter, Cheryl Ford, to be selected 


“Гуе got a list of the teams, 
so Гуе got a good feeling of 
where she's going to go. I don't 
want to tell her though," Mal- 


| Malone expects kid in draft 


SALT LAKE CITY-NBA star Karl 
Malone will have a nice diver- 


"The whole way to practice 
this morning, she wouldn't get 
off the phone unless I told her. 1 
told her I'm sworn to secrecy 
right now.” 

Like Malone was nearly 
two decades ago, Ford is a 
Louisiana Tech University 
star about to embark on a 
professional career. The 6- 
foot-3 (1.91-meter) center 
averaged 15.7 points and 
12.9 rebounds as a senior 
this season. AP 
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Stoudemire is NBA 
rookie of the year 


PHOENIX—Amare Stoudemire 
won the NBA Rookie of the Year 
award Thursday, the first play- 
er to do so after coming to the 
league directly from high 
school. 

Several players and coach Frank 
Johnson acknowledged that 
Stoudemire had won the award after 
the team practiced Thursday, and a 
news conference for the official an- 
nouncement was scheduled for later 
in the day. 


The Phoenix Suns power forward 
— quick, powerful and barely out of 
his teens —beat out Houston Rockets 
center Yao Ming, last year's No. 1 
draft pick. 

Stoudemire is the third Suns player 
to win the award, but the first since 
Walter Davis in 1978. Phoenix's Al- 
van Adams was rookie of the year in 
1976. 

Stoudemire, who turned 20 two 
weeks into the season, averaged 13.5 
points and 8.8 rebounds, better rook- 


STOUDEMIRE holds the NBA Rookie of the Year award. 


іе statistics than any player to turn. 
professional out of high school since 
Moses Malone. 

Kobe Bryant, Kevin Gamett and 
‘racy McGrady all had less impact „ 
in their rookie sead far beyond 
his years, Stoudemire 
showed no sign of being in- 
timidated by his big, / 

Tough, older opponents. 
His favorite playerinhigh £ 
school was Shaquille $ 
O'Neal. 


Viva Water 
sinks ICTSI 


VIVA Mineral Water continued its 
climb in the Sunkist-PBL 2003 Unity 


„Cup with a come-from-behind 81-73 


victory over ICTSI last night at the 
New Cebu City Coliseum. 

Spitfire Warren Ybanez keyed Vi- 
vas fifth straight win after dropping 
its first three games by drilling in two 
triples going to the last four minutes. 

The count was tied at 69 with 4 
minutes and 56 seconds left before 
Viva Water, being mentored by Koy 
Banal, got the momentum when ICT- 
ST's Pocholo Villanueva committed 
an offensive foul. 

‘Sunny Margate, formerly of the de- 
funct Metropolitan Basketball Associa- 
tion, then shoved Viva, which trailed 
by as many as 19 points in the first 
half, ahead with a lay-up before the S- 
foot-7 Ybanez struck from afar to hand 
ІСТОТ its fifth loss in eight games. 

“We played so tired during the first 
half so I reminded the boys that this 
is a crucial game for us and they re- 
sponded,” said Banal. 

The PBL will fiy over to Bacolod 
City tomorrow with Viva Water 
meeting Nutri-licious at the West Ne- 
gros College Gym at 2 рт. 

Roy Luarca 


SURE PICK 

High School basketball star LeBron James 
drives to the basket during the annual Jordan 
Capital Classic high school all-star game in. 
Washington recently. James will hold a press 
conference at his high school in Akron, Ohio, 
today where he will state his intentions 
concerning the upcoming NBA draft. James is 
expected to be the number one pick should he 
make himself available for the draft. eures 


А 
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For the раз! 9 years, the Philippine Daily Inquirer has topped the Asia Research Organization Readership Survey as 
the No.1 broadsheet in the country. This year, we've done it again, thanks to the faith of our readers, advertisers, 
dealers, and partners who remain confident in our commitment to public service. We're glad that whatever your 
reading style, you have made us a part of your life. 


News that makes a difference 


DEBBIE De Villa: Five-stroke 
winner over Mia Piccio 


US. 


Eh. sn M MR 


De G Paz nips Tabu 


By Jong Arcano 


“ATTACK the pins". 

The game plan sounded more like 
a boast from а PGA Tour player, But 
Bino dela Paz justified it in winning 
the Class E (8 years and under) divi- 
sion of the Callaway Junior World 
qualifying tournament at the par-54 
Riviera executive course yesterday in 
Silang, Cavite. 

Dela Paz, a third grader at Ateneo, 
gunned down six birdies in a round of 
four-under-par 50 to edge Miguel 
Tabuena by a stroke and earn the free 
trip to the event in San Diego, Califor- 
nia this coming July. 

There was no way dela Paz would 
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X De Villas complete 
[> Sister Act’ in JW 
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By Jong Arcano 


A FREAK accident that 
struck her fancied rival 
paved the way for Linnel de 
Villa to join little sister Deb- 
bie in a family party at the 
Callaway Junior World golf 
qualifying tournament as 
they joined the rest of the 
favorites in the winners cir- 
cle at the Manila South- 
woods yesterday. 

Linnel was intensely engaged 
ina thrilling shootout for the girls 
Class B title with Geleen Handog 
until the 17th when the latter ac- 
cidentally twisted a left ankle that 
even required assistance from the 
club's medical staff. 

With a heavily bandaged foot, 
Handog was forced to carry just 
four clubs, leave her golf bag in 
the fairway (jungolfers are not al- 
lowed to get the services of cad- 
dies during tournaments) and 
walk without her shoes in the last 
two holes. 

Handog made a 9 on the раг-5 
17th and a double-bogey on the 
last hole, giving De Villa all the 
room to post a four-stroke victory. 
De Villa scored 86-342 against 
the 89-346 of Handog. 

Earlier, Debbie de Villa com- 
pleted her mastery of Bacolod 
pride Mia Piccio in girls Class B. 


get conservative with his iron play 
that was already hot from the start as 
the son of a prawn farmer from Pam- 
panga birdied four of his first seven 
holes and held off Tabuena and anev- 
er-say-die JR Gonzales in the back 
nine. 

“Tm really excited to go to San 
Diego,” said dela Paz, who together 
with Tabuena will join a 24-player 
strong Philippine contingent to the 
biggest international event for ju- 
niors. 

Dottie Ardina, Kristina Poten- 
ciano and Wolen Juan Superal also 
formalized their victories in the 
other divisions and got the same 
ticket to the US like dela Paz as a 


prize. 

Ardina, showing why sheis a world 
champion, pulled off a lopsided 48- 
stroke romp over Andrea Legaspi 
with a 226 total in girls Class D while 
Superal (220) finished 18 strokes 
ahead of Jobim Carlos. 

Potenciano, ahead by eight when 
she teed off, completed a seven- 
stroke stroke romp over Andie Unson. 
with a losing 57. 

The little tykes in Class E shot it out 
like they were the men of the tour. 
Lefty Gonzales, almost written off af 
ter he fell seven shots behind in 
Round 3, exploded with a five-under 
card in the front nine but lost steam 
coming home to settle for third. 


Lewis faces Johnson; 
world title not staked 


LOS ANGELES—Lennox Lewis 
will fight for the first time in a 
year, with or without Mike Tyson 
on the undercard. 

‘Tyson may not be the only 
thing missing. Though most in 
boxing recognize Lewis as the 
heavyweight champion, his 
World Boxing Council title will 
not be at stake in the scheduled 
12-round fight with Kirk John- 
son. 

“Му linear championship is at 
stake. That's greater than any of 
the other championship belts out 
there,” Lewis said. “There is no 
higher title.” 


Lewis will face Johnson on 
June 21 in a match of Canadi- 
an heavyweights. Promoters 
and Staples Center officials al- 
so hoped to match ‘Tyson 
against Oleg Maskaev, but 
‘Tyson has balked at signing а 
contract. 

Tyson was noticeably absent 
at Thursdays news confer- 
ence. He was in New York, 
where promoter Don King re- 
portedly was trying to woo him 
back into the fold as part of an 
attempt to settle a $100 mil- 
lion suit Tyson has pending 
against King. AP 


SporTtsTV 


Compiled by Lorenzo Manguiat 


BASKETBALL: NBA Action, 
7:30am. (r= 730 p.m.), ES- 


PN 


NBA Playoffs - Pistons vs 
Magic, Game 3, 8 a.m. (r- 8 
рт), ESPN, Mavericks vs 
Blazers, Game 3, 10:30 am. 
(r- Врт), Solar Sports 
World Pro Basketball 
Challenge, 1030 am. (r) 


WALLACE ESPN 


POOL: World Pool Mas- 
ters 2001, 10:30 p.m. (r), ES- 
PN 

BOWLING: World Tenpin 
Masters 2002, 3 p.m. (r), ES- 
Pu 

SOCCER: Engish Premier 
League Preview, 7 p.m. (1). 
ESPN 

Schedules subject to 
change without prior notice. 


RaciNG Tips 


AT SANTA ANA BY MR. 999 


Race 1-1. Kayang Kaya 2. The Fox 3. Mia- 
miBelle 

Race 2--1 Schwarzenegger 2. 
Brusko 9. Houdini 4. Beautiful Task 

Race 3-1 Redl Tough 2. Island Lord 4. 
Music Express 4, Cavite Starlet 

Race 4-1. Fortissimo 2. Awesome 
Power 3. Golden Lance 4. Golden Srake- 
hotdog 

Race 5-1, Catwalk Pia/Scenie Splen- 
our 2. Al for Glory 3. Bye Bye Baby 

Race 6-1. Diamond Bucl/Oveland 2. 
Septembermorn 
Race 7-1. Midnight Special 2. Mr. Dig- 


ace 8-1. Success Story 2 Speed Machine 
З. Mstar CoolPowhouse4. Rosmod. 

Race 9-1. Time and Again 2. Salamat 
3. Virgin Alantic4, Eyewitness 

Race 10-1 Ahead of Time 2. Mar- 
volous Jay 3. Green Leaves 4. Princess. 
Malinda 

Race 11-1. Love Song 2 Rene- 
цайибме and Take 3. Men of Honor 4. 
Easy Rider 

Race 12-1 Valontine Dancer 2. Slip 
Avay 3. My Lady Ann 4. Firenze Rose/De- 
‘motion Jack 

Race 13-1. Ошо Di Ba 2. My Prayer 3. 


AGOJO 


Debbie won by five despite an 84 
as Piccio could only shave four 
strokes off the nine-shot deficit 
she faced at the start of the day. 
Also winning were Justine 
Tambunting and Jayvie Agojo in 
Class A, Miko Alejandro in boys 
Class B and Jik Jik Abdon in Class 


C. Together with the champions 
in Classes C and D at Riviera (see 
separate story) they will all be 
given free trips to Los Angeles by 
Philippine Airlines on their way 
to San Diego, California for the 
Junior World this coming July. 

Meanwhile, Handog an- 
nounced that entries for next 
week's Orchard leg must register 
today, Saturday, to be included in 
the pairings. They may either call 
the Jungolf office at 4219612 or 
his cellular phone 09178968137. 

Tambunting scored a 75-294 
and won by five over Nonoy Ne- 
grido (74), Agojo secured a 16- 
Shot victory with a closing 76- 
300, far ahead of Matet Salivio 
(77), Alejandro's 76-296 was 
three better than Miko Yee (76- 
299) while Abdon overpowered 
the field in his division as he beat 
Amado Eustaquio by 27 with his 
73-291. 

Prizes for the event were do- 
nated by Electrobus Consolidat- 
ed, the local distributor of Junior 
World title sponsor Callaway. The 
regular co-sponsors of the Sam- 
sung Jungolf Tour are Philippine 
Airlines, Airlift Asia, Air Liquide 
Phils., Global Lighting and Exito 
Manufacturing. Pisanti Golf, 
Bellevue Manila, Third World Ex- 
import, HBW Enterprises, MCCI 
Corp. and BF Technology are mi- 
mor sponsors. 
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DE La Paz reacts after put 


hole No. 3. 


Anaheim wins, averts 3-game sweep 


ANAHEIM, California—Bengie 
Molina hit a three-run homer and 
Anaheim beat New York to avoid 
a three-game sweep in their re- 
match of last year’s playoff series, 

‘Anaheim snapped the Yankees’ 
seven-game winning streak and 
handed them just their fourth 
lossin 22 games, The Angels beat 
Andy Pettitte to end a 16-0 run by 
New York starting pitchers this 
season. 

Pettitte (3-1) gave up six runs 
and eight hits in five innings. Tim 


Salmon hit a solo shot in the first. 

Ramon Ortiz (3-2) went 5 1-3 
innings and allowed two runs on 
eight hits, including Bernie 
Williams’ leadoff homer in the 
sixth. 

Jamie Moyer pitched six strong 
innings and Bret Boone hit a two- 
run single as Seattle completed its 
first three-game sweep of Cleveland 
in nearly 10 years after a 4-2 win. 

Moyer (3-1) allowed a two-run 
homer to Casey Blake in the first 
inning but quickly settled down 


as the Mariners finished off their 
first three-game sweep against 
the Indians since July 9-11, 1993, 
at the Kingdome. 

Edgar Martinez had an RBI sin- 
gle in the first, With closer 
Kazuhiro Sasaki on the disabled 
list, Jeff Nelson pitched the ninth 
for his first save. 

Billy Traber (0-2) lost in his 
first major league start, after 
scheduled starter Brian Anderson. 
was scratched with a strained 
right hamstring. 


Padilla Cup resumes Monday 


By Roy Luarca 


FIVE senior division gamés will 
be on tap when the 3rd Sen. 
Ambrosio Padilla Cup resumes 
оп Monday at the Rizal Memori- 
al Coliseum. 

Mapua shoots for its third 
straight win against Metro 
Manila College in Group А at 
4:30 p.m. following the 3 p.m. 
tussle between Philippine Col- 
lege of Criminology and Adam- 
son В. 

Other games pit San Beda 
College-A against San Sebastian. 


College at 10:30 a.m., Lyceum 
against San Beda College-B at 
12 noon and Areneo against 
Jose Rizal University at 1:30 
pm. 

Before the tournament took a 
Lenten break, Letran tows the 9- 
team Group A with a 4-0 card, 
followed by Mapua at 2-0. 

Philippine Christian Universi- 
ty and St, Jude lead Group В 
with 2-0 cards, followed by 
SBC-A at 1-0, 

‘Multititled San Beda College 
and Letran pace the junior division 
with 1-0 shes while Lyceum 


heads the women's division at 2-0. 
"The Padilla Cup is sanctioned by 
the Basketball Association of the 
Philippines and is being supported 
by Cebuana Lhuillier, Burlington. 
socks, Accel, Molten balls, Healthy 
Options and YKL Color Films, 

BAP secretary general Graham 
Lim thanked Dr Jun Rafanan, Dr. 
Pio Guerrero and Dr. Cynthia Ang 
оѓ the Philippine General Hospital 
Spons Rehabilitation Clinic for al- 
ways being around during the 
games of the toumament being 
held in honor of the BAPS found- 
ing president, 
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Stop games 
in Toronto 


NEW YORK—Major league base- 
ball intends to go ahead with all 
its games in Toronto, despite a 
SARS outbreak there, but advised 
players to be cautious about per- 
sonal hygiene. 

"We have a lot of concerns, but 
we also don't want'to overreact," 
commissioner Bud Selig said 
Thursday. 

"We are very sensitive and 1 
am very concerned, but at this 
point our own doctors are 
telling us not to do anything 
differently," Selig told a group 
of Associated Press Sports Edi- 
tors. "The advice we're getting 
internally is to proceed. Pro- 
ceed with caution, but pro- 
ceed.” 

‘The Toronto Blue Jays begin a 
nine-game homestand Friday 
hosting the Kansas City Royals, 

Baseball's medical adviser, Dr. 
Elliot Pellman, held a conference 
call ‘Thursday with clubs that are 
part of the upcoming homestand 
to advise them on how to avoid se- 
vere acute respiratory syndrome, 
which has killed 16 people in the 
Taranta araa AP 
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SPORTSWATCH 
Belle Cup golf slated 


THE 2003 Belle Cup golf championship willbe 
staged May 9-10 with a record field expected to vie 
for top honors at the Highlands and Midlands 
courses. Now on its fourth year, the event featuring 
members of the Tagaytay Highlands International 
Golf Club Inc. and Tagaytay Midlands Golf Club. is 
touted as the club's biggest annual golfing event in 
terms of participation. Itis a combination of three 
tournaments-the Highlands Cup, the Midlands Cup 
and the Belle Сир, which is the culmination of the 
first two events. Organizers of the event said the 
tournament will be open only to the first 125 teams 
with the field to be divided into two groups. The first 
‘group wili play at the Highlands and the other at the 
Midlands on May 9. Bele Corp. developer of Tagay- 
tay Highlands and Midlands Golf Club, is chaired by 
Benito Tan Guat. The vice chairpersons are Willy 
Ocier and Hans Sy while the current club president 
and general manager are Jerry Tiu and Nick Cel- 
dran, respectively. 


Philam Homes wins 

PHILAM Homes scored an expected romp rightin 
the first round of the 36-hole north sector tourna- 
ment of the Nokia Intervillage golf series, scoring 
303 Stableford points and beating Don Enrique 
‘Heights at the Couples course of the Riviera golf 
complex in Slang, Cavite Thursday. Amadeo Ung- 
‘son, a 10-handicapper, waxed hot under the scorch- 
ing summer heat as he putin 40 points under the 
Sabeford scoring system to power the defending 
overall champions past the Don Enrique Heights 
The Don Enrique Heights golfers, who reigned 
‘supreme in Division C last year, pooled a 300-point 
output in the series sponsored for the second 
straight year by Nokia, the world leader in mobile 
communications. White Pains, кемі drawing 
sold 40 points from low handicapper Gerry Paru- 
lan, snatched third place honors with a 293 as last 
year's sectoral winner Corinthian struggled and 
limped home at fourth place with a 289. 


Coseteng is top pick 
r s: MN THE fifth and sixth rounds 
ofthe 2009 SV-Petron 
Grand Prix and the first 
tuo rounds of the Philip- 
pine National Touring Car 
Championships wil be 
held at the Subic Interna- 
tional Raceway this week- 
end. Defending champion 
COSETENG Jody Coseteng of Red 
Horse-Caltex and upcoming Gaby de la Merced of 
Petron Auto Solutions try to hold on to the overall 
lead in ther respective categories in this annual se- 
ries organized by the Sports Values Inc. (SVI) in co- 
operation with Petron and the Subic Bay Metropoli- 
tan Authority (SBMA). Coseteng, who dominated two 
‘of the first four races held so far, seeks an ай-трог- 
tant victory over his closest rivals Kookie Ramirez of 
Petron-SRA and Mike Anton of Red Bull-Auto Op- 
tions in the laze-sponsored super saloon category. 
Coseteng had a four-round aggregate of 26 points 
based on the 10-6-4-9-2-1 scoring system being ap- 
plied by the SVI. Ramirez has 25 points on the 
strength of his first-round triumph, while Anton has 
20 points 


Knights rip Titans 

DEFENDING champion Knights and title contender 
Bombay Bombers notched their second straight wins 
in contrasting styles to share the early lead after two 
days in the ongoing FIBL toumament at the Makati 
Coliseum. The Knights, behind a quick start that saw 
them take control of the game early, thrashed the 
slow-staring Titans en route to an easy 103-78 vic- 
tory with the game's result never in doubt as the first 
quarter ended with the Knights ahead 23-6 behind 
dame MVP Ravi Guramal, Action resumes this Sun- 
day with the Bombers facing the Knights at 3 p.m. 
and the Titans facing the Kings at 5 p.m. 


Derby stakes P 1.3M 

THE COMING “Laban-Laban 5-Cock Derby" of Lipa 
Games Cockpit on May 12, 14, 19 and 21 will stake 
а guaranteed prize of P1.3 milion. Lipa Games 
Cockpit, one of the biggest cockfighting centers in 
Batangas, is located at Brgy. Balintawak, Lipa City. 
Entry fee is P5,500 while minimum bet is P3,300. 
More than 150 entries are expected to join, said 
hosts Leo Pasay and DS Piyeza-Royal Farm. For 
other derby details, contact Leo Pasay 
(09202253080); Огу (09197839499), Piyeza 
(09187307730) and DS (09195799678). 


Cebu hosts karting 

THE 2003 WG&A-Shell Super Karting Series re- 
sumes this weekend in Cebu City. Venue of the two- 
day event which was successfully launched іп Car- 
mona, Cavite last April 6, is Kart Zone Cebu, which 
is owned and managed by Jess Garcia and Justin 
Neri Asian intercontinental champion and first leg 
winner Dado Peña tries to duplicate his smashing 
win in the centerpiece expert open A category 
against a host of other equally talented karters in 
his nine-part series organized by the Carmona Cit- 
cuit Phi. in cooperation with Pilipinas Shell, 
Bridgestone, Nokia and Denso. Peña dominated the 
‘season-opening leg on April 6, beating Michelle 
 Bumbarner, Jess Garcia, Philip Alvendia and Manuel 
Sy in the third and final heat. 


Top seeds booted out 

FOURTH seed Joshua Tan Ho upset top seed Daniel 
Macalino, 6-4, 6-4, to enter the boys’ 14-under final 
of the Luis Hilado Memorial Cup at the Rizal Memori- 
al Tennis Center. Tan Ho, coming off a big win in the 
Mio tournament last week, wl face thr seed Pablo 
Olivarez, who also scored a 6-2, 6-2, reversal over 
second seed Russell Arcila Jt Boys 12-under No. 1 
Patrick Arevalo outclassed No. 3 Edwin Olivarez, 6-1, 
6-2,to advance In the finals against No. 4 Tomic 
Apacible, a 3-6, 6-1, 6-1 winner over No. 2 Akio Sy. 
inthe unisex 10-under class, third seed Aberto Vi- 
lamor upset No. 1 Pocholo Macalino, 63, 6-3, to ad- 
vence in tha finals against second seed Noel Agra, 
who won by default over No. 5 Leander Lazaro. 


Manny battles lan 

IBF superbantamweight champion Manny Pacquiao 
and actor lan Veneracion wil pit skis in an exhibi- 
tion match 9-bal, race-to-three format tomorrow 
(April 27) at the SM Megamall B (Atrium) in Man- 
daluyong City. The exhibition match will be an 
aded attraction for today's opening of the 1st SM 
Ladies 9 bal Pro hiat 
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SEAG slots at stake in trackfest 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


NO LESS than Philippine team 
slots to the Vietnam Southeast 
Asian Games will be at stake for 
standouts in the Milo national 
track and field championships 
scheduled May 1-4 at the Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex. 

This means members of the national 
pool should prove their worth in the 
competition to secure berths in the De- 
cember SEA Games as the Philippine 
Amateur Track and Field Association in- 
tensifies its drive to discover new tal- 


‚ ents. 


‘The Patafa is trying to surpass in Viet- 
nam its medal haul of nine golds, 10 sil- 
vers and four bronzes during the 2001 


Kuala Lumpur SEA Games. 

Eduardo Buenavista, John Lozada, 
Lerma Bulauitan, Marestella Torres, 
Christabel Martes and Roy Vence, all 
‘SEA Games champions, are among the 
RP mainstays seeking another crack at 
the biennial event. 

But Patafa chief Go Teng Kok said the 
RP roster is still open to young athletes 
who will shine in the four-day event 
that will feature entries from Malaysia 
and Thailand, the country's toughest ri- 
vals for track and field supremacy in the 
SEAG. 

The Philippine Sports Commission 
has already released funds for the na- 
tional open which is one of the major 
‘events Patafa has lined up this year. 

The country will also host in July the 
Asian Grand Prix which features only the 


top five athletes in 15 selected events. 
The Philippines will again stage the 
Asian championships in September, the 


biennial gathering of the best athletes. 
in the region which the country last 
hosted іп 1993. 


Strikers, Highlander advance 


PROSPERIDAD—Strikers and Highlander 
posted two victories each recently to ad- 
vance to the semifinals of the Agusan del 
Sur toumament of the Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop Under-14 Football Festival at 
the DO Plaza Sports Complex here. 

Powered by Romer John Cultura, 
Strikers plastered Pulp Raiders, 8-0, and 
Sices 1, 3-0, while Highlander nipped 
Palm Oilers, 2-1, and Hill Siders, 1-0. 

Cultura scored a hat-trick against 
Pulp Raiders and added another goal in 
the Strikers’ triumph against Sices 1. 


The other Strikers markers came from 
Ато Quisado, Rowell Pinto, Primitivo 
Адап Jr, Jun Rey Arates and Jomar Oriol. 

In other Agusan del Sur matches, 
Hill Siders blanked Sices II, 4-0; Palm. 
Oilers shut out Palm Oilers, 3-0; and 
BNCHS Football Club battled Sices 1 to 
a scoreless draw. 

Over at the UP Los Baños field in La- 
guna, the Los Baños Eagles whipped 
the Camp Vicente Lim-Canlubang boys, 
4-0, while the Lumban booters out- 
classed the Bay Bulls, 11-0. 


YOU can fight fear but, alas, not bul- 
lets. That's the sad reality our Palaro 
officials have to face in the wake of 
fresh fighting in strife-torn Mindahao. 

In a discourse here a while back, 1 
said Tubod, Lanao del Norte, should be 
given its long-overdue break to stage 
the Palarong Pambansa. I premised my 
position on the issue of fear having to 
be overcome if we need to move on as 
right-thinking animals. 

І guess I'll have to take back what I 
said. 

If we are right-thinking animals, we 
have to always seriously think about 
the fear of the known more than the 
fear of the unknown. And the fear of 
the known is as clear as night following 
day: That Mindanao, Tubod included, 
is a known lair of terrorists always 
ready to wreak havoc on everyone. 

There is war out there and war rec- 
ognizes no one. Gunfire chooses no 
опе; it hits both the right and the 
wrong, including children merely 


Fear of the known 


SPECTATOR 


ALS. 
Mendoza 


wanting to play hide-and-seek. Aren't 
adults at play also already children? 
Sadly, many rebels in Mindanao 
have become hardcore terrorists who, 
like modern-day Neros of Rome, revel 
at mounting killer attacks at the most 
unexpected moments. We don't want 
‘our pool of future stars in sports get- 
ting decimated by a senseless terrorist 
attack while the Palaro is on. That'd be 
a catastrophe that should bother our 
conscience till the end of time. God 
forbid it should happen, for I don't 
think neither PSC chief Eric Buhain 
nor Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda 
Dimaporo can live with that for the 


rest of their lives. Remember the Mu- 
nich Olympics of 1972? The massacre 
there of Israeli athletes has scarred Is- 
rael’s view of sports for life. 

It used to be that rebels fight for a 
cause, as in the tradition of Cuba's Castro 
and Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh. It still is, I be- 
lieve. But how many of our rebels in Min- 
danao stil practice that? Seemingly their 
ranks have become scarcer than scarce. 

As things stand today, many of our 
so-called rebels in Mindanao have dete- 
riorated into aimless, causeless fighters 
worse than a band of army deserters. 
They strike at will, either maiming or 
killing innocent civilians as in the re- 
cent two bomb blasts in Rudy Duterte's 
Davao City which killed nearly 30 peo- 
ple and injured scores more. 

The other day, at least 16 people died in 
fresh fighting in Lanao del Norte. Quickly 
Ericand Imelda went back to the drawing 
boards to remap their plans for the 
Palaro. Secretary Ed Ermita of the govem- 
ments peace-keeping process said there 


was need to reassess the situation and Er- 
ic is now with top military officials in 
Lanao studying the security measures ear- 
lier designed for the Palaro. 

understand how hectic and trouble- 
some the preparations were in the run-up 
to the Pelaros staging on May 4-11 in Tu- 
bod. Almost everything is now in place. 
They have not been done overnight. A lot. 
of time and money were spent and I can 
imagine the frustrations of the people be- 
hind such a gargantuan project if it will 
mot push through. Its like preparing a 
feast for the homecoming of a long-lost 
son: It gets cancelled because the son is 
mot coming home after all, The son got 
himself kidnapped by terrorists on his way 
tothe airport. 

Tknow that only the President of the Re- 
public can say if the Palaro is go or not. On- 
Ту Eric, Imelda and the military can have 
the moral suasion to convince President 
‘Macapagal to push through with itor not. 

Good luck to them if they still at- 
tempt at going for it. 
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Arroyo race moved 
to Santa Ana Park 


By Edwin Villanueva 


‘THE THIRD First Gentleman Silver Cup 
race won't push through at the San . 
Lazaro Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 

Instead, the major race will be held at the 
Santa Ana Park in Makati on May 11 after 
members of various horse racing sectors met 
yesterday to call off its original May 4 sched- 
ule at the SLLP. 


анди вис) 
NO ENTRANCE FEE 
NO ENTRANCE FEE 


EN d 


MUSIC CIRCUIT. 
POWER БИНбЕ STUN EE 
ux 


LEGATTO "ung 


E TRACY TORRES 
2005998130 


Жош 


NO ENTRANCE FEE 
HO ENTRANCE FEE 


[NOVALICHES] 
S 936.9757 


Ка 


JUPITER] 
(2 890.4735) 


TIA MARIA'S 
SOUTH EDGE 
FANTASIA 
FIRST SIGHT 
3RD MOVEMENT 
RHYTHM ACE 
3RD DEGREE 


REMEDIOS| 
ж 572.042) 
TOMAS MORATO] 
2 3713473) 


NO ENTRANCE FEE 


trustworthy staff and service, both car and customer get a better reception every time. 


Reason? Everyone agreed that the SLLP 
main track still needs to be repaired and must 
be properly maintained. 

‘Acting on the complaints of jockeys, mem- 
bers of the Marho (Metropolitan Association 
of Race Horse Owners) and Philtobo (Philip- 
pine Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Or- 
ganization), the country’s two major horse 
racing groups, as well as officials of the jock- 
eys and trainers associations, said they decid- 
ей to transfer the race to Santa Ana to avoid 
further damage to their horses. 

The PCSO, organizer of the race, has al- 
ready approved the transfer of the event hon- 
oring First Gentleman Mike Arroyo to the 
Makati track. 

Five horses which raced recently at the 
SLLP have so far been destroyed, their han- 
dlers blaming the poor condition of the track 
as reason why their entries stumbled and 
broke their legs in the process. 

"Proper maintenance at the SLLP track 
should be undertaken," stated the Marho, head- 
ed by Aristeo "исп" Puyat, and his Philtobo 
counterpart, Bienvenido “Nonoy” Niles Jr. 

Puyat said the Marho and Philtobo will seek a. 
dialogue with the Philracom and the SLLP man- 
agement "so that deficiencies can be corrected," 

“According to the jockeys themselves, the new 
San Lazaro track should be maintained properly 
‘There's nothing wrong with it as long as proper 
measures are done to ensure the safety of horses. 
and jockeys,” Puyat told the INQUIRER. 

The SLLB trumpeted as a world-class rac- 
ing venue, opened on April 1 but has since 
been in the center of controversy because of 
the horses’ deaths, incomplete grandstand 
and inadequate facilities. 


Experience Shell Helix Service Centre's professional, efficient, and guaranteed lubrication, tune-up and maintenance 
while enjoying the comforts of our air-conditioned customer's lounge. With Shell Helix Service Centre's friendly and 
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Before taking that long drive, avail of our 20% discount on Shell Helix and Rimula for every oil change 
from April 12 - May 31, 2003 at these participating Shell Helix Service Centres nationwide: 
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a By Doris C. Dumlao Overseas Employment Authority, difficult to assess the net impact of 
KORSI about 9,600 OFWs leave for Hong SARS on travel. It said there may 
THE PHILIPPINES risks losing as much as $33.6 million Kong each month. These OFWs, іп be negative and positive effects. 

CURRENCIES (PL. billion) in overseas remittances each year from the tum, remit, 60-70 percent of their | “The SARS vus together with 

^ monthly salary to the Philippines. other unfavorable external and do- 

PESO-DOLLARRATE ban on fresh deployment of domestic helpers bound for "TS, cSimareisbasedon the mestie factors (such as the contrac- 

Р Hong Kong amid the outbreak of ће SARS virus, accord- 1те sins ny i 

Ta E 3 iet recs angen Sentral ng Pilipinss ecd juced minimum monthly salary of боп in global income and security 

jt 53.0507 (ут g gl ig Pilipi ly. HK$3,270 ($420) a month. concerns) would have a negative ef- 

The same study said the re- flow and outflow of foreign ex. ТЫ developed as the World fect both on the number of inbound 

Asof S pan., Apr 25, 2003 gional panic over the outbreak change between the local econo- Health Organization issued a trav- tourists and consequently on travel 
Sw Za would also weigh down on local my and the rest of the world elbanto Hong Kongandthesouth- receipts" the BSP study said. 

|, 120.56= CS E tourism, but noted that the ad- The estimated losses from Hong em Chinese province of Guang- Preliminary data for January 

verse impact could somehow be Kong alone were based on the av- dong because ofthe viral outbreak. to February this year showed an 

offset by the slowdown in foreign erage number of deployed over- The POEA, for its part, has also increase in the number of in- 

Lktttittrriernsei® — GOLD:$334,00/33450 exchange outflow from spending seas Filipino workers (OFWs) in temporarily banned the processing bound tourists by 9.6 percent 

for overseas travel the former Crown colony. of domestic helpers bound for overa year ago, the study noted, 

тин Е рана ИШ The study was made by the “Potential losses from the sus- dues to protect the prospec- Estimates of travel receipts for 

i as BSP research department to pension of deployment in Hong tive workers from the killer pneu- January 2003 amounted to $104 

STOCK АЛАКЕТ quantify the impact of the SARS Kong is Shout $14323 milion monia. The ban will only be lifted million or 67.5 percent lower than 

2 Outbreakontheexternalsectoror per month, the BSP document once the WHO declares the out- last year while travel expenditures 

ks slump on ratings downgrade the balance of payment (BOP) said. break under control. of outbound resident travelers 

STOOKS оа реа position, which measures thein- According to the Philippine The BSP study said it would be amounted to $92 million. 


sharplylower маасы Y 


Mula ed SARS crisis poses economic, political challenge to Asia 
5 downgrade re- ? 
Ege doa EN, HONGKONG—The ast time Asia soon, some believe. donesia, South Korea and Thailand consumer spending. The World 
poesis was engulfed in crisis, during the Thus far, the spread of SARS have scaled back foreign debt. And Health Organization recently put 
тоск трой =| financial cataclysms of the late throughout the region has been after the high-tech bust and the the cost of SARS at $30 billion. 
4.97 percent, or 21.06 points lu L 1990s, China was on the side- limited. Mainland China, Hong bear markets of the past several Тһе earlier Asian crisis, by con- 
to close at 1,049.39, its low- —  . * AA E lines. As regional financial mar- Kong and Singapore account for years, there are no financial or real trast, is believed to have cut world 
est finish since April 1 this. (See stock market report on Page B1) kets and currencies collapsedand roughly nine out of 10 casés estate bubbles left to burst. economic growth by up to $800 
jeer The market has now lost around 6 percent ofits value inthe past millions slipped back into pover- worldwide, shielding most Asian “There's been а more sober billion, according to one estimate 
+ three days. ty the Chinese economy chugged economies from the brunt of ће general tone to financial markets, bytheAsian Development Bank. 
*. Standard & Poor's (S&P) on Thursday cut its long-term local and ahead. outbreak. so they are less vulnerable than Alarmed by massive closures of 
‘foreign currency sovereign ratings for the Philippines citing the coun- This time, China's leaders are Despite temporary stoppages they. might have been,” says restaurants, shops and travel agen- 
туз problematic fiscal deficit. Traders sald this added to already the ones being put to the test. due to SARS on some production David Cohen, Singapore-based cies, the Hong Kong government 
= gloomy sentiment over the worsening SARS outbreak “The outbreak of Severe Acute lines, manufacturing and trade regional economist for MMS In- has pledged an HK$11.8 billion 
“The ratings news is the main reason why many foreigners who had ratory Syndrome, or SARS, have continued with little disrup- ternational, an international in- ($1.5 billion) package of tax, utility 
+. bought recently are placing sell orders. Some people are saying the could wreak political as well as tion. vestment advisory group. and rent cuts and bank loans to 
SARS outbreak is another contributory factor,” said Joey Roxas. presi- economic havoc on a scale rival- Overall, the region is in better — Still SARS has already cost help alleviate the strain of SARS on 
dent of Eagle Equities. Reuters ing the 1997-98 Asian financial shape than it was when the Asian Asia billions in terms of lost the already ailing economy. 
crisis if not brought under control financial crisis hirin mid-1997. In- tourism, retail sales and other 
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Finally, Гуе found the 
perfect way of managing my 


‘staff’s cash requirements! 


* "My assistant. “My Operations. Ps "My Sales Manager con use 
“| just transfer money from E con buy stoff the Manager con expres Cash to entertain our 


office supplies keep in touch УМ, dients in MasterCard 
my ВРІ Express Teller - aiaa | with our sales people $, Electronic establishments. 
‘account to my for office al the time since {Ph He can оо gas up anytime 
meetings feat she con reload her 
Globe Handyphone 


he's running empty?" 


"Best of al, can now. 
track staff expenses 
through a mini 
statement from the 
ATM: This mokes liquidation 
of cash advances easier and 

„more convenient!" 


The BPI Express Cash cerd alo comes with 
the following feoturor 
+ Get freebies, evcords and discounts in 
душе Center Discount Pius stores. 
Pay for parkdng ox Glorietta 4 
+ No minimum balances to worry about, 
no service fees! Requires only an into taad 
ef 500. 


- BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
= A tradition of leadership 


‘THAT German firm Fraport, which put up al- 
most all the money for the Naia Terminal 3 
project, already at an amazing $500 million 
plus, isbellyaching to the World Bank. 

"What is taking this cute administration of 
Gloriaetta, Fraport in effect is sobbing to the 
‘World Bank, so long to decide what to do with 
the airport project? 

‘To my mind, Fraport’s point is simple: Iton- 
ly wants this cute administration to close its 
eyes and simply allow Piatco, the terminal op- 
erator, to break the law. 

Fraport owns Piatco together with the 
Cheng group. And so Fraport wants this cute 
administration to allow it, while breaking the 
law, just to make a big killing. 

At whose expense, you ask. The idea could 
put about 10,000 people out of job at the ai 
port It is not good for airport users like the 8 
million OFWs. Nice try, Helmuth 
YOU see, a documented agreement between 
the stockholders of Piatco and other compa- 
nies in the Cheng group allowed out-and-out 
‘monopolies in Майа 3. 

Isaid "documented," because my info is, it 
is even logged as Document No. 462, Page 93, 
Book I, Series of 1999 in the notarial books of 
Manila notary Philip S. Dionisio. 

Whether or not some enterprising young 
lawyers ог fiscals can find a good case in the 
document, I cannot say. There is only one way 
tofind out, райего. 

The documentis known as First Addendum 
to the Piatco Shareholders Agreement. It was 
signed on July 6, 1999. 

It gave other companies in the Cheng 
group, which were also partly owned by Fra- 
port, the monopoly in ground handling, cargo 
handling, fueling and catering. 


THAT, by the way, is the same document 
which went through the contract lenses of the 
DOJ, the Senate blue ribbon committee, and 
Office ofthe Solicitor General. 

Such an agreement, to all those three gov- 
‘ernment bodies, was a crime, making the Pi- 
atco contract null and void. Well, the law does 
not allow any monopoly in anything. 

Tn crying to the World Bank, therefore, Fra- 
port forgot to blame our Revised Penal Code. 
"This law says that people, even if they are 
Germans, cannot create monopoly here. 

Or else they go to jail. You cannot prevent 
free competition. To think, Fraport even had 
the presence of mind to document its crime in 
a“shareholders’ agreement." 

Look at that—just the mere intent is 
enough. You don't even have to do it. It's like 
the Catholic belief that you can commit adul- 
teryin your mind. No fun агай! 


ANYWAY, in crying all the way to the World 
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Bank, Fraport is also trying to destroy our im- 
age abroad. Nobody can do business in the 
Philippines anymore! Something like that! 

Tris clear that Fraport and the Cheng group 
were breaking the law. Hindi nakalusotl 
Caught redhanded in its devil design, Fraport 
now cries foul abroad. 

Tt is clear in the document that the Piatco 
stockholders, such as Fraport and the Cheng 
group, granted monopolies to a company 
called Pags. 

The monopoly covers all the services at the 
Naia 3 for ground handling, catering, and fu- 
eling services. And it only lasts for all the 25 
years of the Piatco concession, 

‘Who owns Pags? Whadayano—the Cheng 
family owns 60 percent. And the remaining 
40 percent belongs to... well, the world belly- 
aching champion Fraport. 

SIGNATORIES in the shareholders’ agree- 
ment were Fraport’s top officials Wilhelm 
Bender and Bernd Struck. 

You can see other famous names, such as 
those of Jefferson Cheng, Stephen Bauch- 
piess, Vic Cheng Yong, Remy Tigulo. 

‘And then, there were the familiar names of 
Oscar Lopez-Dee (EBC Investments, Inc.), Hi- 
roshi Kanematsu (Nisho Iwai Corp), Lim 
Kwee Siah (Chuan Hup Inc.) Jose Perpetuo 
M. Lotilla, Nilo B. Peña, and Tony King. 

Serving as legal counsel of Piatco for a long 
time was the Sebastian Liganor Gelinato & 
Tierra law firm. 

But I heard that, in 1999, for some reason, the 
Piatco account went to Katherine Agnes М.С. Ar- 
пайдо, who came from the same law firm. 
ABOUT two years later, from what I gathered, 
they made a little insertion into the docu- 
ment, by putting in the phrase “to the extent 
allowed by law.” Nice try! 

Thus, the so-called Third Addendum to the 
Piatco Shareholders Agreement gives the 
same exact monopolies to the same compa- 
nies if, well, itis legal. 

So if the Senate or DOJ or OSG did not re- 
view the whole thing, and the monopoly plan 
actually squeaked through, we simply would 
getit in the behind. 

But since the plan got blown out, the Cheng 
group simply gets, courtesy of the ery baby 
Fraport, something like $7 million. 

Under a separate agreement, if the 
monopoly is not allowed by law, Fraport pays 


the Chengs some $7 million for doing noth- 
ing. Wow! Could I have some of those, too? 
NOBODY knows if Comelec Chair Benjamin 
Abalos got accurate info, but he recently an- 
nounced—and rather proudly—the “winner” 
ofa fat P1.3-billion contract. 

It involves the supply of some 1,700 count- 
ing machines for next year's national elections, 
covering all the precincts all over the country. 

‘And the winner is, according the Comelec press 
statement, quoting Abalos himself, was a certain 
company called Mega Pacific. Mega who? 

It is a family corporation, with Enrique Tan 
Sipek as president, Rosy Tan Sipek as vice 
president, and a certain Vic Monros as “busi- 
ness development manager.” 

The actual supplier of the counting ma- 

chine is a company from South Korea known 
as SK Global, Reports say it is into a lot of fi 
nancial trouble back home. 
BUT word has it that the "equipment" from SK 
Global is still in the development stage. An- 
other way of saying it is, well, the machine 
does not exist yet. 

Under the bidding rules, however, the 
Comelec wanted machines which were in 
production for the past five years, already 
used in at least one election, and counted at 
least 20 million votes. 

The reason Abalos said clearly himself: 
“There will be no experimentation in these 
modernization projects.” 

Mega Pacific indeed submitted a machine 
for DOST testing precisely to prevent such an 
experimentation, The DOST went on record 
хо say that itis just a prototype. It is not the 
same machine which Mega Pacific entered in 
the bidding. 

If that is not experimentation, maybe it is 

justa trial balloon. 
NOW if it is such a new thing, how could the 
entry of Mega Pacific have been in production 
in the past five years, actually used to count 
20 million vote in at least one real election? 

"Word also goes around that, during the 
testing, Mega Pacific itself did the "shading" 
on the ballots. Ie tried to perfect the markings. 
This does not happen in real life. 

Moreover, DOST insiders swear that the 
Mega Pacific prototype conked out three 
times during the testing. It was only, ег, "re- 
vived" by six Koreans every time. 

In other words, during the election day it- 
self, we must deploy close to 11,000 thousand 
Koreans to look after the conking machine. 

Never mind the smell of kimchi. 105 just 
that, if we cannot get that many Korean tech- 
nicians, well, I think we will have bigtime 
election problems in 2004. 

Тат not sure if that is the intention. 


Marubeni keen on investing 
in RP copper mining ventures 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MARUBENI Corp. has renewed its interest in 
the Philippine copper mining industry as it 
bared plans to take over and reinvigorate for- 
mer industry giants, including Atlas Consoli- 
dated Mining and Development Corp. 

Marubeni Philippines Corp. president Ryu- 
kichi Kawaguchi told reporters that the com- 
pany was primarily interested in investing in 
copper mining projects in the country. 

“The Philippines has the world’s fifth 
largest copper resources and this could poten- 
tially be its cash box,” Kawaguchi said. 

Kawaguchi said the government has to max- 
{mize its natural resources in attracting foreign 
investments to offset the bad impact of geopo- 


Investments 
in RP show 
best returns 


HONG KONG—Mutual funds investing in the 
Philippines delivered the best returns to in- 
vestors in March, after plunging to near the 
bottom a month earlier, latest data shows. 

Funds focused on South Korea were the re- 
gion's worst performers during the month, in 
which a high-profile corporate accounting 
scandal jolted the country’s financial markets. 

lippine-themed funds gained 3.5 percent 
during the course of March, after losing 4.8 
percent in February as the second-worst per- 
formers, according to latest data from fund- 
tracking firm Lipper, a Reuters company. 

The gains were better than a 2-percent rise in 
the benchmark Philippine composite index last 
month. In February, the index lost 3.8 percent. 

Eleven of the 12 mutual funds in the Philip- 
pines tracked by Lipper handed positive re- 
turns to investors in March, but most fund 
managers remain wary of the country which 
is battling a yawning fiscal deficit and weak- 
ening currency. 

A recent Merrill Lynch survey of Asian fund 
managers found that the Philippines re- 
mained the least liked market among regional 
asset allocators. 

March was a bad month for mutual funds 
investing in Asia, which has been hit by an 
outbreak of a deadly respiratory disease. 

Only three of the 15 geographic sectors 
tracked by Lipper registered gains, worse 
than the previous month, when five sectors 
delivered posirive rerurns. Reuters 


litical and regional events on the economy. 
Marubeni is looking to ship the copper con- 
centrates to China where demand is on the 
upswing due to the Mainland' rapid industri- 
alization. Marubeni used to own a number of 
Philippine mining firms (Maricalum Mining 
Corp., Marinduque Mining Corp. and Philip- 
pine Nickel Co.) and copper smelter Pasar. 
Kawaguchi said Marubeni was actively 
looking at several candidates such as Atlas as 
a potential target for its plan to engage in cop- 
per mining in the country Atlas used to be one 
of the world's biggest copper producer until 
poor copper prices and high debt weighed 
down on the company's operations. 
Kawaguchi said Marubeni was encouraged 
by the President's recent efforts to open the 


mining industry especially to big foreign in- 
vestors. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo announced a 
major policy shift in the mining industry last 
December from tolerance to active promotion 
after Malacafiang realized that the sector has 
the biggest potential to contribute the most to 
the country’s economic growth. The Philip- 
pine economy is growing at roughly 4 percent. 
a year or way below the government's aspira- 
tion of 7 percent growth for seven years. 

The Chamber of Mines projected that the 
Philippines could attract at least five world-class 
mines and five middle-tier projects that could 
generate at least $4 billion in new investments, 
$3 billion in annual exports, and P30 billion in 
annual taxes for the next 10 to 20 years. 


BDO posts 102% profit increase 


By Elena R. Torrijos 


BANCO de Oro Universal Bank yesterday said 
its unaudited profit in the first quarter of this 
year rose 102 percent to P271.6 million, from 
the P134.4 million in the same period last year. 
“The growth in income is on account of the 
increase in che bank's deposit and loan portfo- 
fio, coupled by the strong performance of its 
fee-based activities—trust, branch and trea- 
sury fixed-income dealership,” Banco de Oro 


vice president and corporate information offi- 
cer Mario Rabanal said in a disclosure to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange yesterday. 

Banco de Oro said interest income grew 78 
percent to P845.6 million, from last year's 
P474.6 million. 

Operating expenses also grew to P1.1 bil- 
lion from P590 million primarily due to high- 
er operating volumes, increased taxes and ex- 
penses related to the operations of additional 
branches acquired from First e-Bank. 


Tax provision trims FLI income 


FILINVEST Land Inc., owned largely by the 
Gotianun family, said its net profit last year fell 
to P504 million from P531.23 million the pre- 
vious year on higher income tax provisions. 

Gross profit, the property firm said, rose to 
P1.074 billion from P1.033 billion. 

In a statement, FLI first vice president Fely 
Ramos said the substantial increase in provi- 
sion for income tax to P171 million last year, 


from P90 million in the previous year, was the 
result of the reversal of accumulated deferred 
tax on foreign exchange transactions follow- 
ing the full redemption of the firm's dollar-de- 
nominated convertible bonds. 

РИ projects due for launching this year in- 
clude San Rafael Estates in Bulacan, Woodvale in 
Rizal, Montebello in Laguna and Mandala farm 
in Timberland Heights, Rizal. Elena R. Torrijos 


UnionBank Q1 net hits P470M 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


UNION Bank of the Philippines reported a net 
profit of P470 million for the first quarter of 
the year. 

The three-month profit was 7 percent low- 
er than year-ago level but 37 percent better 
than the P344 million posted in the previous 
quarter ending December. 

The bank's capital funds hit P13.9 billion as 
of end-March. resulting in a risk-adjusted 


capital ratio of 43 percent. 

"This ratio is four times the BSP (Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas) requirement of 10 per- 
cent, more than three times the industry aver- 
age Of 13.2 percent and up from UnionBank's 
level of 38.59 percent in Dec. 31, 2002,” the 
bank noted. 

The bank set aside P60 million as provision 
for loan losses in the first quarter of 2003, 
raising its loan loss coverage to 79 percent vis- 
a-vis the industry average of 50 percent. 
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TAX-COMPLIANCE DRIVE 
BIR uncovers proliferation 


of untaxed wines, liquors 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BUREAU of Internal Revenue 
has uncovered the proliferation of un- 
taxed wines and liquors being sold by 
upscale retailers, including US retail 
giant PriceSmart. 

In a statement yesterday, the BIR 
also named retailers like Ralph Wines 
and Spirits and Arellano Wine as 
among those selling untaxed wines 
and liquors. 

BIR Commissioner Guillermo 
Parayno Jr. said if these establish- 
ments which cater to the upscale mar- 
ket do not comply with the most basic 
requirement of doing business, "what 
greater crime are they committing 
when they declare their levels of sales 
and incomes for tax purposes?" 

The discovery of the untaxed wines 
and liquors was made as the BIR' tax 
‘compliance verification drive de- 
ployed more than 2,000 employees to 
visit about 6,000 establishments in 
Metro Manila and surrounding areas. 

Aside from discovering that even 
stores in the premier areas in Makati 


as well as nearby enclaves patronized 
by the upscale market did not comply 
with the basic requirement such as 
the issuance of receipts, the BIR not- 
ed the proliferation of untaxed wines 
and liquors. 

“At PriceSmart in Fort Bonifacio 
Global City in Taguig, for example, in 
the campaign conducted three days 
ago, found were aver 2,000 bottles of 
wines and liquors without the auxil- 
iary labels that would indicate that 
taxes have been paid,” the BIR state- 
ment said, 

“In another store in the same area, 
Ralph Wines and Spirits, several hun- 
dred bottles of wines and liquors 
were found, also without the auxil- 
iary label, hence, taxes due them 
‘were not paid," it added. 

The BIR said a follow-up operation 
was conducted the next day in the 
heart of Makati City, leading to the 
discovery that Arellano Wine in Bel- 
Air was selling hundreds of untaxed 
wines and liquors. 

The Bel-Air branch of Ralph Wines 
and Spirit was also found guilty of the 


Di 


same violation. 

“Most of the bottles found were 
brands unknown and foreign to 
drinkers who are familiar only with 
the likes of Fundador, Stolichnaya, 
Black Label, White Castle, London 
Dry Gin etc." the BIR said. 

“Only cosmopolitan connoisseurs 
and cognoscenti in fine tastes would 
be familiar, for example, with Citra 
Montepulciano Ф Abruzzo, Yol y Mer- 
lot, Chianti Fattona, JMA Cote du 
Rhone, Sophia Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Bulgari Chardonay WW, to name only 
a few,” the statement stressed. 

The BIR statement quoted PriceS- 
mart Fort Bonifacio duty manager 
Alan Aguasin as pledging he would 
“undertake payment of correct taxes 
due" on the more than 2,000 bottles 
of wines and spirits found in the 
premises of his store. 

The BIR has harnessed its 11,000- 
strong workforce all over the country 
to conduct the weekly nationwide tax 
compliance verification drive to cover 
more than 300,000 establishments 
before the year ends. 
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* Aninvestment 


political challenge to Asia 


From page BI 


China's own economy looks certain to slow 
fom the sizzling 9.9-percent economic 
growth recorded in the first three months of 
the year. 

Citigroup recently lowered its 2003 growth 
forecast for China to 6.5 percent from 7.6 per- 
cent, following similar revisions by other 
banks. 

An economist with the Geneva-based 
World Trade Organization, Michael Finger, 
warns that given China's growing importance 
as an engine of growth for the global econo- 
my, world trade could suffer if SARS is not 
brought under control soon. 

“Ir will be quickly felt throughout the econ- 
omy. The biggest problem will be if it creates 
some panic reactions," Finger said. 


Smart cited 
as country's 
best employer 


LEADING wireless services provider Smart 
Communications Inc. has been cited as the 
Philippines’ best employer in an Asia-wide 
study conducted by Dow Jones and Hewitt 
Associates, together with Dow Jones publica 
tions The Asian Wall Street Journal and Far 
Eastern Economic Review (PEER). 

“J just wish to share the award with all the 
men and women of Smart. They did the job. 
This award will inspire us to do better than our 
best,” said Napoleon L. Nazareno, Smart presi- 
dent and CEO while accepting the award dur- 
ing the Philippines Best Employers Awards 
[Night at the Hotel InterContinental Thursday. 

Smart was cited for “sustaining leadership 
position in the (mobile phone) industry by in- 
spiring and motivating employees to be at peak 
performance at all times, practicing social re- 
sponsibility attached to the ability to influence 
the lifestyles of Filipinos, and for its very open 
communication and highly consultative process 
in implementing organization change.” 

‘Smart headed a group of 10 companies that 
made it to the Philippines list of Best Employers 
in Asia-2003. The others were Procter and 
Gamble Distributing Inc., Discovery Suites, Intel 
Philippines Inc, Philippine Pizza Inc, DBR 
"WGBA Inc., Unilab, Mirant and Fedex. 

The country's biggest mobile phone com- 
pany, Smart has about 5,000 employees serv- 
ing more than 9 million subscribers who use 
its digital mobile phone network, The compa- 
hy rose to the top of the industry by "being а 
maverick and constantly changing the rules of 
the game,” Nazareno said. 

“About 40 percent of Smart's senior man- 
agement officials, 53 percent of its managers 
and 60 percent of its supervisors are employ- 
ees who have risen from the ranks," said An- 
mere V Santiago, Smart human resources 
management and development group head. 

"The Best Employers in Asia 2003 study identifies 
best employers based on employee opinions, the. 
organization's people practices and the perspective. 
of the organization's CEO or most senior executive. 


Some signs of panic were seen this week, as 
anxious Beijing residents stocked up on food 
and other supplies after the city government. 
announced measures to quarantine people 
exposed to the deadly virus 

Insulated by restrictions on its trade and fi- 
nancial markets, China weathered downturns 
in foreign investment and export demand 
during the last crisis by keeping its currency 
steady and spending heavily to stimulate its 
domestic economy. 

How well other Asian countries fared de- 
pended greatly on how they responded to the 
need for political and economic reforms. 

“Governments either rise to the occasion or 
they don't,” says Bill Overholt, Asia policy 
chair at Rand Corp. 

Now, China faces a similar challenge, he 
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май 1st Uma mio. 45-0699. 

и. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 

ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greenhills 

Cali 7276124 - 25 Sam-Tpm 


845 Samat St, Mand. Oly 
Tel #5357708 o 12 
Maid Yaya Cook 870-5730 ae 

Wack’ Royal Mansion 
———— 18A FF Ancon Pág Cable 
Cal Philp Tan + 813821 


WOODLANDS" 
amba Laguna. 
-Fust dass subdi. 

| Calamba.taguna 
«View of t Making à 
laguna day 


mm— 
MAKILIN С 
HILLS 


p Fust elns neighborhood 
Calamba Laguna 

-Vieivol Mi- Making 
"With existing clubhouse. 
j swimming pool and 

| basketball court 

“110 sqm aver, 


[TAGAYTAY 
HEIGHTS 


+ Fig coss subdivision 

= Nong highway to 
Batangas 

-Near Mahogany Marker 
"Perfect weather whole 
yearround 

+250 sqm average ot 
E 

Aslow as | 
P15,000/month | 


Foriquiies pleose coli 
637-8936 /637-8919 
неона мекота brokers! 


r PELTOWN 


Sanggahan Village 


-Atthe beart of Pasig City 
|- Bg. 3soon to open 
«Wah erting dubhouse. 
pool and function oom 
|-26n,213~625qm 
384218- 70sm 


MAIDS win 4378246 em 
QUEZON! 


КЕЧ 
[БЕ 


ic ATENEO" UP "MIRIAN 
KOSTKA“ POBA "НОВА 
157 CLASS AMENITIES 
1dbp SPoi, буп, Soe, tc 
WIXLENT VIEW 360" 
MOVE-IN roe 
ou 105 DP 
LEV 


PROVINCIAL ALL AROUND 
MAIDS 
Cal Joy 871237298122792 


 BRCRITECTS |-Siins.liom Calamba Fait 


мезе ames School 
and soon to dise SM al 
With clubhouse: poo 
playground, tenis and 
Бике courts 

| Aslowas 
P10,000/month 


Forinquities lesse cal 
637-8936 /637-8919 | 


We otso welcome brokers 


‘Bend new studio type Pro} 2 
4342604 / 0919-2870641 
We DESIGN & CONSTRUCT 


Каан PROVINCIAL MAID 7328405 


Cubao Sid Lady 3.5 9124428 
basketball court p 


-130 sqmaverage lot 
area 


Provincial or Clty MAID-BOY 


COMPUTER REPAIR — s2¢g964/4331431/2590869 


lot area SPEAT TUR T-826-7083 


Aslow as 


P8,000/month | Aslow as 


P5,000/month 


For inquiries please col 
637-8936 /637-8919 


Prov Trusted Maids Yaya 
CALL: 675-7085 * 873-7057 


Aslowas SAN JUAN 
P5,000/month 


For inquiries pease coll: 
637-8936 1637-8919 


s — 


COMPUTER REPAIR 8515180 тоз 
Аттын 
MASTER C REDE, INC. 


TELS on rint наз 
'SZLABAISTS-1632 


| For inquiries please cal: 


CONSTRUCTION 637-8936/637-8919 | 


31A.Luna 2BR spacious 
DESIGN 


Tima, good оса 6481902 


ANGEL'S HANDS 
Ww HBIEB 4213253 | 4213874 


fe —Ó | сано welcome brokers! 


[#рип тоў! 


Ortigas 
Condo 


Live in style & 
total comfort! 
Only P12.5T/mo. 


Wang distance 
tothe Outi Yara, 
Price Smart 
E Ever Gotesco 
манза телди. 
‘pool юе with 
‘music lounge, 
ing area & game тот. 


656 1882 / 1706 


TRUSTED QUALITY MAIDS Wi 
NBI & B 421-2828 


FREE PLAN-CONST. 9126833 


IP БЕТТ r PHILTOWN 


o erret brun 


|P PHILTOWN 


COSMETOLOGY WELL TRAINED MAIDS Wi rear aera 


NBI, REF. 91294434378347 


JUBILEE VILLAS | sur prot 1,500 Pasay 5500254 


masse Tat 8002148 


AROMATHERAPY & SPA 
WORKSHOP / SESSION 
MAY З SAT 1-5 PM. 
9056031 L2011 / 8971832 


BERLTW/FITHESS. 


РАТ BAHAY 


ованд S206784 4540520. muma 


Condo 
P15T/mo. 


Ready for occupancy 
with beautifully 
landscaped 
gardens & vary near 
Mit & Ortigas CBDs, 
also near 
SM Centerpoint, 
St Lourdes Hospital 
& Don Bosco School 


716 7039 | 44 


QUEZON CITY 
PYPMANSIONII 


EEUU 
рти 
PRIME LOCATION 
sco Yad eg ung 
rates ee 
ONDUN LOT TLE 
сауду омен 
PHASE VAI 
sours sou our 
poen 
3UNTS READY FOR 
OCCUPANCY AVALABLE 
TOR SALE 
seronoseue таска 
ANK MANN ABLE 


Commi Space For Rent 
ТИИ 
Эй зей An Mané. Cy 52980 


Beach ZBR ContofPueto Azul 
Ony 90 mis Пот Mania 
Tub-lurshed, wi coll lying 
пне sunning se» vws, 
P4o.Gonmo, See ples ai 
доре comvputrian. 
Contact Leon Aranea a 
8075224/0918-924-6504 
erii longo com ph 


‘CHEAP LBAHAY G260424 


Spanish 
designed 
condo 
P10.7T/mo. 


An exclusivo community 
In the booming city 
тари 


Very secured and stylish, 
located near the 
International School. 
Market Market & 

The Fort, 
with easy access to C5 


6435104/641 6500 
ка 
LAGUNA 


“LADIES & MOMMiES. — L-BAHAY ESESTA2ISMATSOS 


porc SACRIFICE SALE! 
Pacific Plaza, Fort Bonifacio, North Tower 
298 sqm, Fumished or bare, w/ 3 parking. 
Goldland Plaza; Greenhills, 
214 sqm wi 1 parking. 
Wackwack Twin Towers, 

86.07 sqm wi 1 parking. 

Bernice 0916-6823623/373-1188 (ofc hrs) 
Henry 0917-8385151 


иш 
WESTVILLE 


inari OP. P 16000 


Ма 
БЕРЕ 


HEE HE EE i 


LBAHAY 7113540 


L-BAHAY 712-16-92 


LIPAT BAHAY 535-2084 


Woight Less 
Cal 521-9683 7 08174770408 


O0000H BOYZ 3233268 LIPAT BAHAY 7312408 


746-5532 HolBoties Мои LIPATBAMAY 


7433225 | 0916-5004637 „вл US TODAY AND 
Фина Thai ма 887357 Сы 


252287 Boo ати 


TANDANG ФОА ОС | PANSOL Therapeutic ыло 


Fevt 45077то 4229558 neg 


[шик етшщ | 


2 и TAKING сай 3674 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


BOYS TOUCH CALL 808-490 


ERIK TXT-0019 9659222 ОДА 


Emi мав io com ph 
‘rt кбеенааз com 


Glen Homesrve 09198457225 pueris 


аек FMANCING-EASY FAST VERY 
sea, MEME CE PRIVATE CONVENIENT A. Bust- 
mes Personal бй 


3801481 dos. 25/23 


[му Rent??? Buy Nowi 


for. су REAL ESTATE 
A TOR RENT 


Human Touch Mole Massere 


0800985079 7426925 M Hs. 2810 Room mOLSU 8992148 


‘Quezon ету 


HUNKS TOUCH 0920-5182552 рш ADELINA 1 38dems LATER? 
Pt 7M Ve 8803461 lac 27 


ACROPOLIS 300:41450M 


JAMES MALE занн SERVICE Rush POM oniy 6337801-03 
38518650 ; 0920-6274243 


‘stan soe asy at tot [RSG Gueventhomes| 


Laguna Bel ro down 1 


ЗУ MALE MASSUERS 2hrs 
08202387878 7130279 


MALE 16 PALANAN 7320659 


‘MALE MASSEURS 2525524 


Masseur « Tt 0916-4635869 


MODELO'S 4277-8257 
Swedish Msge 0919-4743278 


REFLEXOLOGY 


BLUE PALM « 713-8553 
um M/F 9347558 
ward 7200285 00192861 
FEELS GOOD 4127758 


Feta of reams 
712106677123699 Ru 


H-H-MS MALE 7314018 

Reflex 0920-2485682 
REFLEX CARLA 716-4098 

Avan оаатзовцвт 


~me TSUBCS- 
тшше Ave.0C-4140933 


Wizard Massage 4212187 


TUTORIAL LESSONS 


ake Seas COURSE STIS 


‘AL ans VAYA E2750 
BEST maos 772-4213 
сове Yo Cook 053-4806 
Gnd май Yaya Boy 7570579 
"TTL 
Goo Shaplrd Emp 9267088 


Help Agony 532-1947 8826876 


College — 1-8412589. 


32475312348 | tenere 


IP 12 тота to 
Папова Pagi CSS; 
SSS or Provident 
Tels. 8755508» 8738509 
ol Oi) ERO 


6s Pasig 10 mias 1o Oris 
ШЕ) 


оион ету 
кон 


ввп? 45 Manhattan Cutao 
САМАЙМ Cal Ciy LAO? 4 Resfartory 1531-721349 
тат Вол 1148 Р\2М 
po 

зоте #5 Manhatan Cubao 
4 ResiFactory 1531721888 
LAS PINAS 


St. Ignatius Vil.cor lot 
бы am тан 09192221766 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
LAS PINAS OR BACOOR 
Only P 5.000 to reserve 
23 BRS. 2 storey wigarage 
273-4074 [873-5948 


«Prof? new 9210255921897 


RUSH! P1.6M DBO 
Sn PEDRO 7 SUBD 
nr Channel 5 NOVA 


L4 FASO ZBR эуе 
272-9165-1918:9296822 


тм SAY SBR 890 0789 


ти RUSH SALE WHITE PLAINS 
ая any maim lr 4, ers 
т Z. бом уе ва 
фа Fi тр pi call 
sestuiné тш Су 
їз нө) 


LEON GUNTO 
NEAR LASALLE 

[LE 
РЗАБОМ 8903461 loc 34 


SAMAR AVE P951 

4882788 375m Bungalow 

Cali Cheyfra tor talis 
30 9114705 / 911-649 


H&L Tisqm P.Cruz St. 

Ter 5365849" (392063005. 
oe Se. Castor m eras з 
p 


NA GRACE CHRISTIAN COLL. 
38a IDEN 2-5 CAR GAGE 
сама, емы 2am sasrite 289100025 Сла АЕ 


пали NEN MLA звя 2CAA GAGE 


SSM 7157091001844915 


Bicutan 2br 21h 09178828471 
‘= Kaveri 12 48 4171825 


4 Sale Sor PHOENIX Subd. 


Pasg 410som 696-7974 Rudy САНТА T3tsqm 134 8909511 


Reasonably Priced Semi 


sh Sale Robinson Home: 
Camm LAUD 09175218338 repos “LATO J 


Мов LAMQM Pes 
Faly 6391573 » 0918-2769617 
QUEZON CITY 

Vermont Pat лоо DN. 
у SOR w batt ae Zac 
LAO Mi gga PSM 70621 
78 "AOS иоле qus 


4 Sale Adonis ACROPOLIS 
тада 83b 973 Rady 


“COASTAL 

WOODS VILLAGE 

Lges. Bacoor. Саме 
Еа 


CASIMIRO 
TOWNHOMES 


Havar, Васил, Cante 
‘wat DP- P 15,000 


FORTE REALTY 
810-7183 893 4207 
305.5828 829-5081 
871-1226 872-9982 
871-8318 
Welcome Brows & Agents 
rw forterealty com 


Greenhills West x 
йа. | Gon i 
Nowe C 


Soy э, 
ins] Zi 


AYALA. PROPERTY 
AT STO TOMAS BATANGAS 
зи SOM. HOUSE N LOT 
2.5M NEG 5007 DP BAL 2 
YAS TO PAY WO INT 
0318-9424528 


“Fairway Views Estates" 
LAT20 FANGS New 38A Zum 
me ийген of Orchard 121 
Fenway congte wrurans. 
expert. secanty wal, 2А. 
anil ol wate, tne & wo 
Mooring  Wroogtout, gas 
Stove 2 large outdoor decks. 
complete & ready ш пон 
т п Expat owner relocate 
RUSH SALE 
РТВ ney) cam (9169208981 


LA MEDITERRANEA 25у oo 
1088 LANON Мда? PLAS 
Dr ED 


ЗА: «disci 1896-0528 


Sta Rosa 31те 15202784 


са 


MURAT 


1.6M C5 Nr The Fort 


Simo. er Srs Me dat or 
1050.2 LIPAT AGAD 358R. 
лете Fr is 0917-6160849 


эн Ac Soho. 8-1077то Ша. 
10920 7578522 


(MAKATI CONDO RUSH SALE 
PRIME LOCATION SSM P2 20 
Call teta ST14705/ 
114648 ordeals 


ideal Fer Dormitory Ne UST 
mincare 0817-5218338 


Mc UST FL їз ыззат 


PASIG 28A P2.71 5125833 


AYALA-ANTIPOLO 


РЕЛШ? SER ЫР Fitna 
LAISZSOSOM ar. La Saber 
Ато ВЕЗЕТ 


LE GRAN GHILLS 188/288 
Мо уш + МЗО2 


NEAR ICA & XAVIER 
2388 VIGRGE 2 SN-TM. 
OnLy 718706109181481555 


Quezon ету 


288 278 ие Loyola its 
PLAM пер 0917-8824052 


твн CONDO CUBAO 9120579 


Coban PI UM гы 3132224 
Eastwood Ciy Libis 1-3 BR 
Sie Call” 0917-5218338 


ВАТЕ! 


As iow оз] 
P8T-P10T 
J| толту! 


ме In siyle... very near 
EDSA; Aronelo Center, 
МЕТ & попзро terminal. 
Читу! Few units left 
Sludio 1, 2 8 3 Вест, 
Penthouse. commclai 
wi ample porking slots 
LEASE TO OWN SCHEME 
EASY TERMS Іһги GSIS, 
Pag-ibig, Bank Financ'g 
уш о col tr. Mon. to Sun. 
723781 1°7248147"7232498 
78 L Sonios Diz St, Cuboo 


ESOL CONDO M EASTWOOD 
шү ш 0917-5218338 


игш 


‘QUEZON CITY 


Cahan баг меле SOT 6M 
‘are SS» 12M 9882543 


BANBOW WLLAGE 5 (тб 
FURY Ve 9008110: 25 


TALON 204c*GP4, 500 
639-1694 0817-8102903 


маза corner 78437927 


‘MAKATI 


илим SL Lol 583-488 


SOUTH GREENETS VLL 307 
Wes PES Wc Bg 
[7] 


METROMLLE SUD Udo 
"tibia Ve јат 27 


Lot 4 Sale-Grenile Nova 0С 
27 3,80 1-001657 


CORINTHIAN GARDEN 
LATAO ny @ P28T ONLY 
7157091 700180491555 


Antipolo Circumferential Rt 


ORTIGAS 85 107 150 300m" 
250-350 6337801-03 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


House 4BA Marcelo 12T 
Call 8234473 Мес Romero 


com 108m 0917-8102803 


qood 4 qas station Antipolo 


шын CITY 


Bnew Condo near Mid Med 
1, 2, Shr PH 0918-3483808 


болоко зева 0811210200. 


квзше sueo 


тин VISTA 5080 бит 
P2 28A Ve 8901561 ic 27 


Tow Соати HLLS овца 
Рин SARS Loe ZT 


LT] 


[NT 


nm 
Pim. Ve 890461 c 27 


ва 278 er FEU 8918895 
‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


HorthFview 3м PTT 9260388 


CON". #39 Biglang Awa cot 
P. Jacinto 323.0175 KIA PRIDE GTX AT 2000 


435-0724 / 913-6006 


NEW BR = CONT Jacinto 


or. Biglang Awa 320-0175 PREGIO/HI-Ace 


MITSUBISHI 


зза 


Руут Ye 8903461 ке 27 


soum 


FARAV/RSHPEN 
RAWLINGS 


PEAK 


рът 
LM Мс 80061 Бс 27 


DODGE VAN Kicond. 897 neg 


лвл овп Fum nice вова DODGE VAN Aland. og 


BRAND NEW йо Солт 
751) 1872 Dun 9. Mid 
8439018 ^ 018 9500355 


SPACEWAGON 94 507 KM 
Биги Owner зир 007 
29174894078 Marissa 


n] cu 


Secu FutPhpoDoe ВТА 


 SZAMBALES Mango Fam 


73,030.85 09192221765, 


ZAMBALES alg bway 3M 
Shemange Ші 08162221706 


Lakeview 28А FF Nr. С5 sot 4DLD 36T 8082132 
xri LLL эт 89015 

COROLLA XL. '97 
‘AY COND MAGS TINT Р240Т 
Мер * 09102750100 RUSH 


эн MIGUEL „мот PISO 
pore) 


TAAL Bings 200m 
Re 


Dversion 


SUBIC вай of CT Hall 


LASIAR" 
РТёбт Vic 8003481 0с 27 


SE Renaissance 3000. Meralco 
Ave. Pasig. TORTS. 80 sam. 
‘rand new. FF. wi pig. Р. 
Sonay (0715) 9261136 


OTHER CAR BRANDS 


land Cniser Pajero Sul 
Pajero Safar! Teram 
Trooper Delica HTown Ace 
Tin ok pd arant E34 


онгон сту 


Bas. 200m 0819221760 


Garments Factory with 
‘Monthly Rental Income 
of Zatos lor Sas 1019191 


‘ATENEO 188 PIZT 7121658 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


CECE 


Fura 208 PI2T Columbia St 
Ses to appreciate 6461603 


оң 200m" wih Guard House 


% Tal + 652-0185 Jose 


Chilis St РИТ FF 929-9835  LieCurse 9273469 4538295 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 


‘JOIN OUR TEAMIII 
Tor Immediato Mring 
Management Trainee 
Бай ot any course 


CARS FOR RENT Toog enan nd 
RA god moral charactar 

Service Crow/Cashlers 
Starex MB100 Coaster | озо, 

‘Bus = Сап 631-3496 | : A was end yess colege 
БЕЗ 
‘Computer Mechanic 
‘Me 2020 yar ad 
ароз m a 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


1T VAN 7837228 


ABCCARSAANS 
ew MODELS OR WO DRIVER 

MEA HO 526-8022 * 33-9788 
OC BR 425-2278 + 426-4004 


тудала 
Accounting Clerk? 
‘Secrotary 
EET 
Gera nari эра wah 
parace п стелла 
‘Sed your reson row! at 


Exo 


LII 
D M 


ATOYCO UDRIVE W/ DRIVER 
CARSAVAVSIRENTAL 6006595, 


CAR VANS 410-0495 


HIACE VAN RENT 77805529. 


знн: WDRNER CARS 
VANS REVO COASTER. BUS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


LU PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


3 2228 Chino Rocas Avenue, Макан Сау 
Tel #: 8104901-10; Fax #: 8185807; Website: wiew pcc guv,ohr; E-mail: bacsecretariat @pdic.gov.ph 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE — GOODS, SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine Depos Insurance Corporation (PIC) invites Heal Maintenance Organizations in the 
FPhiippines to apiy foretgaty andi found sotie, ta paricpale in tne bidding or ts Heath Maintenance 
Program forthe pared, iy 1, 2003 o Juna 30, 2004 

[PROJECT DESCRIPTION I 

Location 

Eshmated Number of Enrolaes 
Approved Budget of the Cones! 
Miam Requirement 


РОКС Health Maintenance Program 
2228 Chino Roces Avenue, Makati Gly 
Principal Members: 750 
10,395,000.00 
HMOs whather 100% local or al least 60% 
‘owned by citizens of the Philippines which 
saiisy the folowing minimum requirements: 
+ partnerships and corporations duly 
organized under the laws ofthe Phils. 
* cooperatives duly registered withthe 
(Cooperatives Devt. Authority 
Bidders must have at least five (5) years 
‘experience in the business and wih atleast 10 
corporate clon in the last 5 years. 


5900557 «00658» 8900568 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


WANTED TO BUY 


WE BUY 


GOLD 


HIGHEST PRICE 


15100 VANS 7415897 
EVO w/óriver 9272821 


Van 0917-8020993 + 6421840 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


1.5% Fast Car Loan 361752304. 


1.5% EayGerLoan 200186-87DRIVER W/EXP 743-3225 


1.5% Fast Car Loan 6560140 


‘WR FastarLoan 7125202 
mew CONSUTINT s2r-ais 
‘2% w/o Taking Car 7262780 

BOOKKEEPERAcctg grad 
тартай; Car 7208042-49 female Sahove 19312643 
ESCORT + 0916-4044479 
2a wioTaking Car 3546928 


2% wataking Car 8570480 


Beautician, Dressmater, 00- 
mestie Helper, 


2% wfoTakiog Car 7221021 
—— —— hstruelor 


тъз © ———— — — — — 
T 85 BAD TECH-CT SCAN OJT 


FEM 2640 RIZAL AVE STA 


vPewisTingCarsTsaneto FEM 2640, RIZAL AVE STI 


Direct Wire Oe Personnel 
3845 Coll radere wj wo 
p 04370454 Ms. She 


GENERAL 
‘ITEMS FOR SALE 


FREE _CareGlvertraining 
521-27-73. 580-99-58 


BAKERY- 


RD STF 00192808007 RID 


The Application for Eligibility shall be made available to inlerested/prospectivo bidders trom April 28 to 
May 2, 2003, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM while Ine Bid Documents shall be made avaiable to eligible bidders from 
May 16 — 21, 2003, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the BAC Secretariat, Ground Floor, PDIC Bldg., 2228 Chino 
Roces Avenue, Макан Cty 


Criteria юс elgibity check, examination and evaluation of bids and post-quatiicaton shall be on non- 
discretionary pass/fail criteria. Only eligible bidders shall be considered for bid awards. 


The eligiblity screening of bidders, evaluation of bids and awarding of contract shall be govemed by 
pertinent provisions of RA 9184. 


РОС reserves the right to reject any ог ал bids or any рап thereof, to waive any informally or minor defect, 
‘and to accept the oller most advantageous to the Government. 


РОС shalt in no case be held responsible or lable for any and all costs associated with the bidder's 
participation in the bidding process regardless of is results. 


(5а) JESUS FIDELINO D. CLARIZA 


(PDLApéL зе мау 20 Chairman 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
NOTICE OF 
us The Philippine Heart Center, Division of 
Anesthesia is accepting applicants for Fellowship 
in Cardiovascular Anesthesia. 


Helen E. Vicencio 
52 3031R00-0199 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


SELL FULLY PO EDUC PLAN 


Applicants must be graduates of an accredited 
Anesthesia Residency Training Program. 
For inquiries contact OER Tel. 925-2401 local 
3234-3236 or Anesthesia office local 2267-2268. 


ME 


S) INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL MANILA 


2 


The International School Manila, founded in 1920, is а private 
co-educational program for Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12 
students of ай nationalities. Visit us at : www.ismanila.com 


1S Manila is now inviting applicants for the position of: 

High School Office Confidential Assistant 

Fine-Arts Assistant 
Health Clinic Consultant 
Receptionist 
Lab Technician 
Job Descriptions and Qualifications are posted on: 
www. itis A 


Send applications: 
by e-mail: hr@ismanila.com 
In subject line please specify position applying for. 
International School Manila. 
Human Resources. 
P.O. Box 1526 MCPO 
1255 Makati City 


eee Nee, Students, Reviewers, 


- „Айде, Bed Spacers & 
[АТТИШ Z tenent eri Ely 
em furnished LADIES 
^ p+ V^ DORMITORY now open to 
serve you at the back of UST, 
NEAR UNIVERSITY BELT. FEU, UE, 
SAN ВЕРА, at 1911 Goliños St 
Sampaloc, Manila 
“AIRCON ROOMS AVAILABLE 
"ALL ROOMS WITH REST ROOM 
* WITH INTERNET CAFE 
Tel. # (02) -741-1390 or 
СР # 09185322385 __ 


Earn & Travel 0917-05854 


HK TRADE FINANCER. DETALS. 
T0-222888 6 MAIL.COM 


lotrel Cards TRHSYS 35% 
ваше, Реб 255-2808 


LPG RETAIL & DELWERY 
Outlet franchise мет provide 
evening even customers 
PPSOT-100T monly net ia- 
come Tel 4380240 


RATE BUSINESS Ghz 


EARN & TRAVEL 
тыд * ФП? 


Bakery Epis Sale 9520944 


Legal Researcher Salary & 
‘Commision 7652885 


ght 09182538629 GLENDA 
BILLIARDS PSST up 8014494 ————— 
м; Si 09165147255 BEA 


OFC / MKTG STAFF 
URGENTHE-AS vro erp stat 
asap! Col grad 8967636 UL 


ТИЕ НАНО CENTER le Stat 09206274118 -Sam 
Ата Neve TeRms 7219124, ———— —— —— 


SALES AGENTS 


1633-1073 


k Study & Work Abroad Fiy 
Dop Taner 09190000852 8407,5 Ной sor mas 


DOG TRAINER 452069 URGENT HIRING MARKETING 

SUPERVISORS TAANORS CALL 
Golden RevBoomer PIZTM, KRISTINE 0919-5353995 
“ITTF 7210680/09208183573 


URGENT OF ип SUNT v 


5 
мло em cal їтъйузб 
direct шге 4752527 TRINA 


Protest Your Lives and 
Properties! Have your Dogs 
Trained bythe 


PHIL. DOG SCHOOL 
Sal: Trained о Guard 
Rott. 3. Spite 
тена 72723738 


PUBLIG 
NOTICES 


ST BERNARD PUPS 9 WKS 
PIST 6419995 «08178448181 


CAREGIVER TRNG 5271590 


4 SALE CALAWAY SET ERC 
IRONS HWEYE ODYSSY HOT 
ZOLL PUTTR MORE CLLAWAY 
CALL RON + 0816-7864168 
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SELL EDUCL PLAN мити 


Muestra-Damus Pawnshop 
Makati Ciy 
Auction Sue on May 7, 2003 
M ancaceemed plesges unng 
Tho month of December 1-31 
202 Меша ür | Pl 
Badam: Mes Br 1 
10306. Damus Pawnshop- 
1230pm, Меша Maia 
Tom. Russa Br. IX Zapote 
300pm. 
Sons ot a 
БЕЛ 


DEFECT ТМАТОН 7325085 


BUY • SELL • PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


igh Аррсава Fast Cash 
рери [Po Any watch 
MANILA WATCH (Hyatt) 
Та 801-0184 = 834 7686 
INTL. WATCH (Greenbilis) 
Te TÀ-SIA = 0917-5084292 


BUYING ROLEX 
gia 
0917-8142309 • 7269687 
poule 


Lana 


 NUESTRA-DIAJADE PAWN- 
SHOP LAS PINAS METRO 
MANILA 
Wi hava (з auction 
sole оп May 9, 2003 Al 
Uunvedeomed pledges during 
ihe month “of Docember 
1-31, 2002 Nuestra Bi 
-8 30am. Oade Main 
эзет Оарсе Br П 
1030ап: Dugde Br 1 
1.00pm. - Sons of J. Lanuza 
po 
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Mother's Day Treat ' 


Warm your mom's heart with your deeply felt love note telling her how spacial she is to you. 


On May 11, Mother's Day, машак Crassintos, the widest reaching classifieds, will highlight 
а "Mother's day special section” lor personal ads dedicated to the first woman in ail our ives. 


Mon Junie, 
You're the best 
Mommy Ша, 


‘Thank you for always 
helping us 10 remember 
‘what is important in lite... 


O 


Nonay Margie, 


There's never. 
been a minute | 
моз glod you 
were my mom. 


Lulli Boy 


VERE I there was a day for 
5 | everything you have given 
| meae a mother it would 
be Mother's day everyday. 
Hove you very much! 


Chris 


Take advantage of this offer and this will surely be one of the BEST gifts your mom 


will ever receive and cherish. For more info, you may visitor call any Inquirer branch. 
run men Шал noe Daum 
Жария waum 
p FI заана 
n Rumes ain 


tne nest 
Bence 
шшен» Susana ЕРЕН 


21) Dionisio Paras 


ерди o! һе Pruippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diman, Quezon City 
Tel Nos. (632) 820-8401 + (E32) 920-6446 
smal. sssonol into com ph + Web ste emis povp 


27 


Please getin ouch withthe Members Assistance Center, Social Security System 
(SSS). East Avenue, Ойтап, Quezon Cty ог at any SSS ойе nearest your place 
of residence and Ше your death епећ clam within 90 days upon publication, i you 
ax oF 
[d 
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кшн 


С опо 
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Picardo P. Aroia May 22,2002 
559080100004 


Waris Arla 
Daisy Lou Aio 

Mary Rose Als 
Carmen b Anarta 


mm 


Noticed Ernesto Arruejo 
5503169182 
Elbert A. Basalo 
SS4 0946508225. 
Romeo A. Borcels 
Srv 
Jesus Borromeo 


Decembera, 2006 


Norma Camunay Tagum Cty ‘tober 20,2002 


Feisa V. Borcslis Wile Bakery, Nasonal 
Воо Саға, Pal 


155:0 15h Avenuo 


Aus, 2000 


Nora Gara Novonber2i, 
Eas ноль Маат у SS 70825516568 
Enbarcater, Bonifacio Bragu 
Bray. Marla, og,  SS#07-1444511:3 
Negros, Occidental 

Union 


9 tha Bequt September 2.2000 


мад ree Hermenigid Graz 
prom 
Pablo S. Calo 
SS: 0.055157 
Rommel de Castro 
S5201-14510073 


Octobar 19,2002 


Rods Barros Celio Sta, Cruz, Таукел. 

RenanteCaiño Маат нета 

Ficerdo de Сано Nenabbstsntiots, 
Tuguegarao Cty 3500 

Ld 

Unknow 


миз, 2008, 


Novembar 20,2002 


10) Nely Leyson ShvesreDelsReyes January 12,2003 
5520200109 
duo бима 
50203505905 
EM Dover Sanduan Avelino Goper 
Carta zat 506053800587 
rinon Domingo Gusto 
SSeOTOTINTTS 
Aden N. Jimenez 
550050169520 


ii] отба або Шлем For 7, 2008, 


12) Mari Goper December 24,2002 


19 Merida Paez nazi 2002 


10) Leticia Jimenez Bagong атра, 
Quezon Gy ” 
Ré. Sto Kenanoy 
15) Roldhdo Raymundo Unknown 
pois 
16) Amealos, orci, 
Fre йо 
17) Estela Gravoso! Lope Obregoso 
Leonel pereo] 
18) Annaliza G. Drbase MolucanMecasmun Nestor Orbase 
Biacan 55201045508. 
Ойлон Pedro Paistor 
S57 02-08523052 
Roberto Paroggua 
SSF 01-0181 
taney Рата 
Sranan 
Delfn Pineda 
E 
Rodrigo Sabenoro 
85 05395603 
Pedro S. Santos 
5520397585183 
Gerardo Tamayo 
5802120899 
Edmundo G. Tolentino Ocaber 18,2002 
5520290092 
27) Eduardo Torcustor Oromia St, CM Reto Divina M. Torevaor 
Ste Саа Мала 55ғ039719783 
7 Maas, Ra Osis M Vacurawa 
sSec32e80e007 
‘redo Velasco 
5800239994 
GlossergeS. Шаа! January 25,2008 
0) 


Fobra 27,2002 


Lydia Q. емо 
55712129505 
Las Pitas, Moro Manda, Eduardo D. atata 

5590737653 


Коюп 13,2002 
Mays, 1998 


тю Novenbur20,2082 


‘Angst 28, 2002 


18) Migros hy 28,2002 


20 Zensida Paragua Арап, Cagayan Docerker 2, 2000 


Tanyag, терд, му 19,2001 
Mero Menia 


22) вары. Olongapo Ciy қазо 
23) Erindalazo Малдар Tondo 
Randy Sabenorio Mania 
20 Dorthy Angeles 1509 Alvarez ease, 
За Cruz, Mana 
loo 


маг, 
ctor, 2002 


25) Радвай. Tamayo June 28,2000 


25) Jose Tonino Bulacan 


Novonber 25,2002 


20) Jue Vasurawa una 22,2002 


25) Aurora. ош Sade So Tomas 
Виз 

30) Wa. Lina S. Vial Отон 

о. рза 200 


Feta, 2008, 


SERVANT 
LEADERSHIP 


5 
A саа for Administrators, 
Religious Superiors, Clergy, 
Parish Pastoral Officials & 

— [Overview 
©) Understand the basic principles of sound & effective 
leadership condensed from the 21 Irrefutable Laws 
of Leadership by Dr. John Maxwell. 
© Leam effective leadeship skills through workshops with 
lasung personal & corporate impact! Highly recommended to 
anyone who desires success at the highest level 


Q Plan to strategically integrate the leadership principles into 
their daily Ме and tas 
Where 


Claret School of Quezon City 

May 1,2 & 3, 2003 ‘Audio Visual Room 
(Thurs, Fri & Saturday) ViarY Marr 

Sam io Spm 1 

Seminar Fee} Takers garg 

P 2,000 Inclusive of Food. pM 

Handouts Certificate Ў 

Résource Speaker 


Aldem Salvaña 
Leadershp Consultant 
Тито of Various Groups 
Professor Ateneo de Mamla 


Firs) Reservation: April 29, 2003] 


Toric. 


салкы, 
оша TAN. 


AN 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
Ла (29213984 


Your career might only be 
a click of the mouse away. 


SATURDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2003 EA 
[9 
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NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES, 
The choice of the country's most discriminating 
Танев over the leet 103 yeera 


4264 б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. 7135231 to 35: 712086768 
Fax No, 714-0865 


мн кезиге 
erst Earra НАКА 
tiu Fie sana} 


[КУ 
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The Board of Directors and 
the Management and Staff of 


LA TONDENA DISTILLERS, INC. 


express their sincerest condolences to the family of 


CARLOS MIGUEL B. PALANCA 


who peacefully joined the Creator 
on April 22, 2003 at the age of 43. 


Please join us in praying for the eternal repose of his soul. 


December 26, 1919 - April 22, 2003 
of Baliuag, Bulacan 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on April 22, 2003 nt the ane of 83. 


His bereaved wife FELISA M. VALENCIA: children 

ROMY and LITA, JR and INE, NARCING and BABY, 

LIT KHALID and 
a q 

eternal reposc of his soul. 


His body lies in state at the family residence in Bara 
Sto. Niño, Baliuag, Bulacan, 


Interment today, Sarurday, April 26, 2003 


een 
ee ЭЩ 


AUS C DEVERA SR. E 


|| April 27, 2003 after the 5:00 p.m. 


À KATHLEEN B. 
BERMEJO 


y joined lier Creator on 
2003 at the age of 80. 


brought to Chapel L, 
Loyola Memorial Chapels 
in Guadalupe, Makati City. 


“Continuing our tradition > Ди 
m 
wile a picture ош 
COME SEE 
OUR NEWLY OPENED le pr perio 

(чий oe 
REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death 


of Excellence...” б 
bea fidting tribute 
А FUNERARIA PAZ- SUCAT ND | | . овтоляу 


Interment will be on Sunday, 


Mass in Chapel L. 


« „absent with the body to be 
present with the Lord." 


Matthew 10:39 


ag 
Sto. Cristo, Baliuag, Bul 
Pesce килей our Lord on April 18,2008 
shington USA at th 


Lorraine, Rachel. Jot, 
à Edsel, and grandchildren. 
he afternoon of April 26, 2003 at the De Guzman 
Memorial Chapel, 343 Dr. J.P. Rizal St., Sto, Nido, Mankina City. Mass will 
^| be velebrated at 9:00 a.m. on April 29, 2003. 
Interment follows at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina. 


We've added another 
dignified service to keep the memory 


aaa a 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


CREMATORY SERVICES 
ON CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 
103 DECR PEG LU o2 
years sos. 736508 * акно 7122782 


Jesus M. Jhocson D. Ed. 
Died April 23, 2003 at the age of 83. 


His remains lie in state at the 
Nacional University Social Hall. 


Interment tomorrow, Sunday 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina. 


Jesus Godinez Fumar 
Died April 23, 2003. 


His body lies in state at Rizal Funeral 
Homes, Libertad St., Pasay City. 


Interment tomorrow, Sunday at 


Sargento Mariano Cemetery, Pasay City. 


Catalina Delapuz Lim 
Died April 23, 2003 at the age of 84. 


Her remains lie in peace at 
Funeraria Paz, 
С. Araneta Ave., О.С. 


Interment to be announced later. 


Mario B. Benoza 
Died April 23, 2003 at the age of 61. 


His remains lie in state at Arlington 
Memorial Chapels, Araneta Ave., Qc. 


Interment tomorrow, Sunday, 
at South Cemetery. 
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UNISUN GROUP OF COMPANIES CELEBRATES ITS 20TH YEAR: The UNISUN GROUP OF 
COMPANIES celebrated its 20th anniversary held at Brooks Street Bloomingdale Subdivision 
Angono, Rizal last February 1, 2003. To date, the Unisun is involved in real estate, financing and 
retail businesses. In real estate it has one shopping complex, eleven (11) memorial parks and 


nine (9) subdivision projects. 
Memorial Parks 


Holy Gardens Memorial Park 

Holy Gardens Memorial Park 

Holy Gardens Valley Memorial Park 
Holy Gardens Evergreen Memorial Park 
Holy Gardens Greenhills Memorial Park 
Holy Gardens Matutum Memorial Park Plomolok South Cotabato 

Holy Gardens Oton Memorial Park Boy. Trapiche Oton, lolo 

Holy Gardens Pangasinan Memorial Park Зап Carlos City, Pangasinan 

Holy Gardens La Union Memorial Park San Femando City, La Union 

Holy Gardens Cemetery Lower Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila 
Holy Gardens Bacolod Memorial Park Granada Road, Bacolod City 


San Isidro Angono, Rizal 
Manila East Road Taytay, Rizal 
Sumulong Hi-way Antipolo City 
San Pascual, Batangas 
Calamba, Laguna 


Subdivisions 


Montevilla Subdivision 

Mirasole Subdivision 

‘Sunnyvale |, 1, ill & IV Subdivision 
Wespointe Subdivision 
Montevideo | - Il Subdivision 


Biliran, Binangonan, Rizal 
Batingan, Binangonan, Rizal 
Pantok, Binangonan, Rizal 
Mambog, Binangonan, Rizal 
Lending /Financing 


Unishire Hathaway Lending Company 
Landwelath Financing Company Inc. 


‘Shown in the photo are the employees and the managing directors Mr. Amado Victor U. 
Saguinsin, Ms. Ma. Teresa U. Saguinsin, Ms. Aileen L. Niones, Ms. Gladdy Hemandez and Mr. 


Jorge U. Saguinsin. inserted is Mrs. Teresita U. Saguinsin, founder of Unisun. 


=" 


“The Lord is my light and my salvation” 
Psalm 27 


Our Dearly Beloved 


MINADOR LABNAO LAB 


Peacefully joined our Lord on April 22, 2003 
at the age of 72 


His loving children Marietta, Rodolfo, Yolando, Cleotilde, 
Cristina, Esther, Khristie Ivan and Angelita; In-laws 
Estrellita, Helen and Ariel; and his Grandchildren Rod Carlo, 
Rod Paulo, Eya, Eiza, Casimira, Christian Yul, Christopher 
Yul, Chrisanto, Chelsea, John Louies, Nicolai, Patricia, and 
Ysabelle; relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Don Bosco Chapel, Pasay Road, 
Makati City. Mass will be celebrited at 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, 
April 29, 2003. Interment follows at the Makati Cemetery, 
Kalayaan Street, Makati City. 


"Only goodness and love will pursue me all the days of my life; I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for years to come. ^ Psalm 23:6 


9 Memory of our Beloved 
LOURDES MONEDA YSLA 


Peacefully joined her Creator on April 22, 2003 at the age of 83. 


She is survived by her children, Natividad, Elda and Renato Zu 
Teresita Ramon; sisters, Ergenia, Natividad, grandchildren, Rainier, Ricella, Riza, 
‘Angel Jr, Gerald lan; cousins, nephews and nieces and other grandchildren. 
Her remains lie in state at Holy Trinity Memorial Chapels, 
Sucat Road, Parañaque City 
We, her family and all her other relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Interment will be on April 30, 2003, 10 a.m, 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafaque City 


— M MM EN 


We design OBITUARIES tor tree. 


Mahabang Parang, Binangonan, Rizal 


of fresh minds 
tojoin your 
growing 


company? 


Employment 
Expo 2003 


at Glorietta 
[Таури] 


d in joining the Inquirer Job Market's 4087 


уо 2003 in Glorietta, 


О Pease send me mare information 


Provincial 
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“Sweet Ada with the dangling pigtails... 
is the little woman with great virtues.” 


CONRADA DIONICIO GARCIA 
February 19, 1917 - April 25, 2003 


Joined her Creator and her husband George Jr. 
on April 25, 2003, after receiving the last Sacraments 


Ma will always be cherished by her children: 
Greg & Moins, Susan & Tito, Sarah & Chique, 
Dennis & Pam, Rene & Vali, Sandra, Gina 


Grandchildren: Cherish & Reg, Joonee, Em-em & Danny, 
Toti & Rica, Jaja & David, Chicklet & Josh, Louie Boy, 
Angela, Paolo, Isabel, Anna & Eug, George, Kat, Andrew 
Great grandchildren: Jake, Shawn, Sarah & Pepi 


г. and her sister, Naty. 


She lies in state at Capilla del Senor, 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati 


Interment will be at Manila Memorial Park 
on Tuesday, April 29, after the 9AM Mass 
at Sanctuario de San Antonio 


SF 
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TOURISM, RETAILING HIT 
SARS deals new blow to flagging world economy 


Fares weameRnere 


A passenger, wearing a surgical mask to protect herself from SARS, shops ata perfume 
counter at Kuala Lumpur International Airport in Sepang, Malay: 
, Hong Kong and the World Health Organization 


Southeast Asian countries as well as CI 


‘opened talks in Malaysia Friday on ways to halt the spread of SARS virus. 


US Fed still optimistic on economy 


NEW ҮОВК—Туго top officials from. 
the Federal Reserve on Thursday of- 
fered optimistic outlooks on the US 
economy for the rest of the year, sug- 
gesting they saw no need for further 
policy easing at this time. 

Still they also recognized dangers to 
growth going forward and cautioned 
that the Fed may not have enough in- 
formation by its next policy meeting on 
May 6 to reinstate its balance of risks 
assessment of the economy. 

In March, the Fed took the highly un- 
usual step of dropping the assessment, 
saying it could not usefully characterize 
the outlook because because of “the 
unusually large uncertainties clouding 


the geopolitical situation.” 

Without that guidance, financial 
markets will be even more in the dark 
than usual about the near-term outlook 
for interest rates, and some analysts 
suspect this may be a prelude for the 
Fed dropping the bias altogether. 

Fed Governor Ben Bernanke, 
clearly the more upbeat of the two 
Fed officials, said he expects the 
economy to grow by 3.5 to 4 percent 
in the second half of the year if busi- 
ness spending picks up. 

“1 expect second-half growth of 3.5 
to 4 percent and next year 4 percent 
GDP growth or better," Bernanke told 
reporters after giving a speech at the 


See 


. Senior officials from 


PARIS—Top economists warned on 
‘Thursday that the SARS epidemic 
could sap world economic recovery, 
as scenes of panic erupted in Beijing 
over the spread ofthe virus. 

With Asian economies reeling 
from the impact of Severe Acute Res- 
piratory Syndrome (SARS), world 
tourism and travel industries were 
also measuring the damaging effects 
of the virus. 

The Paris-based Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) warned on Thursday 
the pneumonia-like disease could 
have a serious economic impact on 
affected countries and sectors if the 
crisis escalates. 

The SARS outbreak has already 
pushed stock prices down, hit world 
airlines, Asian tourism and retailing, 
the OECD said in its biannual Eco- 
nomic Outlook. 

The OECD report added that the 
virus’ full economic impact would 
depend largely on how promptly 
and effectively it can be brought un- 
mæ der control. 


There is currently no cure or vac- 
cine for the disease, which emerged 
in China's southern Guangdong 
province in November before spread- 
ing to some 25 countries, infecting 
some 4,500 people and killing 261. 

The worst-hit countries are China, 
Canada, Singapore, Vietnam and 
Taiwan. 

World Bank economists warned 
Thursday that the SARS epidemic 
could wipe out growth altogether in 
Hong Kong this year where there 
have been 1,488 reported cases of the. 
disease causing 109 deaths, unless it 
is quickly curbed. 

Tn an updated outlook for the re- 
gion, the World Bank also warned 
that the outbreak could affect manu- 
facturing in China, which reported 
2,422 cases and 110 deaths from the 
disease. 

The World Bank's chief economist 
for East Asia and the Pacific, Homi 
Kharas, said the negative impact on 
growth in Hong Kong and China 
could reach two percent. 

Despite a relatively small number 


of deaths, the World Bank said short- 
term "economic consequences arise 
almost entirely from public percep- 
tions and fears about the disease”. 

In a bid to stave off a recession, the 
Hong Kong government has unveiled 
a 11.8-billion-Hong Kong-dollar 
($1.5-billion) relief package, but the. 
measures will sharply drive up the 
country's budget deficit 

For Asia as a whole, the World 
Bank has cut its 2003 growth forecast 
to about 5 percent, after 5.8 percent 
last year, notably because of the 
destabilizing effect of the US-led war 
in Iraq and the SARS outbreak, 

A scenario looking at the impact on. 
direcly affected activities such as 
tourism, transport and the retail indus- 
try, suggested the impact of SARS could 
reduce regional growth by 0.3 percent. 

Standard Chartered Bank issued 
a report saying the epidemic would 
knock off at least $16.5 billion, or 
0.7 percent, from the gross domes- 
tic product of East Asian economies, 
with China and Hong Kong set to 
suffer the most. 


Forecasters Club in New York. Gross 
Domestic Product slowed to just 1.4 
percent annualized in the last months 
of 2002 but figures out on Friday are 
expected to show growth picked up to 
around 2.3 percent in the first quar- 
ter, 

Chicago Federal Reserve President 
Michael Moskow sang a softer tune, 
saying “the most likely outcome” was 
that the economy would gain mo- 
mentum as the year progressed. 

Moskow cited strong productivity 
growth and accommodative monetary 
policy as reasons to upbeat, but he also 
spent much time time dwelling on the 
dangers to recovery. Reuters 


China’s largest retail group launched 


SHANGHAI—Shanghai has formally 
brought four of its largest retailers 
under a single umbrella, creating Chi- 
nas top retailer with annual revenues 
of more than 70 billion yuan ($8.5 
billion), а government official said on 
Friday. 

Analysts said the alliance would 
arm local retailers for a battle with 
overseas rivals, posing a challenge to. 
the likes of Carrefour AG or Wal- 
mart Stores 

The newly born conglomerate, 
Bailian Group, commands more 
than 28 billion yuan in assets and its 
distribution outlets span more than 
20 provinces across China, the offi- 
cial added. 

"It’s too early to tell how the new 


group would affect our business, but 
we expect it to bring us lower operat- 
ing costs and more leverage when 
bargaining with suppliers,” a Hualian 
executive told Reuters on Friday. 

Bailian may also help streamline 
the city’s oversaturated retail arena, 
where dozens of supermarkets and 
convenience store chains have sprung 
ар over the past two years—all fight- 
ing over a generally stable population 
of 16 million, 

‘Adding to the mix are a slew of for- 
eign retailers planning aggressive ex- 
pansions in China, eyeing the largest 
retail market in Asia after Japan. 

Carrefour, the world’s second 
largest retailer after US-based Wal- 
mart, has opened more than 20 stores 


across China since the mid-1990s. 

Its discount shop arm, Dia Group, 
has signed pacts with domestic part- 
ners to open about 300 stores each in 
Beijing and Shanghai over the next 
two to four years. 

Wal-mart, which has 26 outlets in 
China, is also talking with a dom: 
company about the possibility of leas- 
ing outlet space in Shanghai, China's 
commercial hub, by 2005. 

“It will be harder for small- to medi- 
um-sized firms to survive after the mar- 
ket opens to foreigners," said analyst 
‘Yuan Jianjun at Huaxia Securities. 

“The economies of scale enjoyed by 
а big group would benefit its sub- 
sidiaries in the long term," he said. 

Reuters 


American Air ousts CEO, 
bankrupicy still looms 


CHICAGO/DALLAS—American Airlines 
ousted its Chief Executive Don Carty on 
‘Thursday after employees rebelled over his 
failure to disclose executive bonuses and 
pensions, and sources said the worlds 
largest airline may still file for bankruptcy 
within days. 

In a stunning move that followed sharp 
criticism of Carty' silence about executive 
perks while workers were accepting deep 
‘wage cuts, AMR Corp., the parent of Ameri- 
can Airlines, said it was replacing him with 
current president and chief operating offi- 
cer Gerard Arpey. 

“The AMR Board of Directors accepted 
the resignation of CEO and Chairman Don 
Carty today," AMR said in a statement, 

“The board named Edward A. Brennan 
as executive chairman and current presi- 
dent and COO Gerard J. Arpey as the new 
chief executive officer.” 

Brennan, 69, is the retired chairman, 
president and CEO of Sears, Roebuck and 
Co.. Arpey, 44, has devoted his entire pro- 
fessional career to American Airlines, 
where he began as a financial analyst in 
1982 and became a corporate officer in 
1989, the company said. 

American Airlines may still file for Chap- 
ter 11 bankruptcy protection in New York 
within days, sources familiar with the mat- 
ter told Reuters. 

‘The sources said the timing depends on 
whether the flight attendants, who have 
been reluctant to endorse deep pay cuts, ga 
ahead and accept the concessions. 


‘The airline's board was ready to file for 
bankruptcy on Friday, the sources said, but 
decided upon advice of lawyers to give 
fight attendants one more shot at accept- 
ing concessions, delaying a filing most like- 
ly until Monday. 

It was still possible the airline could 
avoid a quick bankruptcy filing ifthe flight 
attendants approve the cuts, the sources 
cautioned, 

1f American does seek court protection, 
it would be the largest bankruptcy filing in 
airline history, outstripping that of No. 2 
carrier UAL Corp.'s United Airlines last De- 
cember. 

The other two major unions at Ameri- 
can—pilots and mechanical workers—said 
on Thursday they agreed to certify their 
votes on wage concessions after getting 
changes from the company that would al- 
ter profit-sharing terms, reduce the terms 
of the deal to five years from almost six 
years and allow the contracts to be open for 
renegotiation after three years. 

The fight attendants union did not 
agree to the changes by a deadline on 
Thursday afternoon, sources said. 

AMR is likely to give that labor group un- 
til Monday to reach a decision to certify a 
vote, they said, although the situation is 
fluid. 

The Association of Professional Flight 
Attendants said it has been meeting with 
the new СЕО Arpey, who asked to have dis- 
cussions with the group's leadership, union 
spokesman George Pricesaid. Reuters 
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OPEC cuts production to stabilize oil prices 


VIENNA—Trying to keep oil lionbpd. livery fell 66 cents per barrel to — Iragisnowassumedtobepro- was not sending a representa- Opec ministers said in a joint 
prices from collapsing after the Opec states have not respected 23.60 dollars in late trading, the ducing zero oil, according to pro- tive to the Opec meeting since statement that they would "con- 
end of the Iraq war, OPEC said this quota as they flooded the lowest level since mid-Novem- duction figures for April, and the such an envoy should come tinue closely monitoring the mar- 
‘Thursday it would cut its output market with oil to keep prices un- ber. reduction is to be carried out by from anew Iraq government yet ket, in particular the timing and 
by two million barrels a day der control when the Iraq war “People were expecting Opec the 10 other Opec states, ALAt- tobe formed. level of the expected recovery in 
(bpd) from June and might even , loomed earlier this year and a tokeepquotas unchanged and try tiyah said. Iraq had been producing up Iraqi oil production”. 
reduce production further. strike in Venezuela increased to reduce output from current Не said he could not predict to 2.5 million bpd before the — AlAttiyah said Saudi Arabia, 
But the cut in Opecs current fears ofshortfalls in oil suppl. — high levels down to 24.5 million when Iraq would resume ex- war started on March 20, with the worlds largest oil exporter, 
production level of 27.4 million Al-Attiyah said Opec was try- bpd,” said Barclays Capital ana- porting ой but that he hoped Opec’s overall production in which is now producing 9.1 mil- 
bpd to 25.4 million bpd as of ing to be “pragmatic” in its han- lyst Orrin Middleton. this would be soon, and that both February and March at lion bpd, would cut production to 
June 1 also creates a new, higher dling of the world oil market. “Now they are going to re- Opec would then re-set its pro- about 27.4 million bpd includ- 8.25 million bpd. 
(quota for the Organization of Washington had this week duce the oversupply in a way, duction figures to take Iraq into ing 1.9 million bpd from Iraq, Тһе Opec joint statement said 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, urged Opec to keep the oil flow- but they have completely sur- account. Al-Attiyah said. “oversupply was expected!” in the 
Qatar Oil Minister and OPEC inginordernottosuffocateanal- prised the market by the in-  “Ihopelraqcomesbacktomor- US forces already have Iraqi world oil market because of the 
President Abdullah bin Hamad ready sluggish world economy, crease in quotas of 900,000 bpd row... I would like to see an Iraqi production up and running for "impact of continued sluggish- 
al-Attiyah told a news confer- further hurt by a mystery virus and that will be perceived as be- oil minister come to attend our domestic consumption but have ness of the world economy and 
ence after the cartel’s one-day spreading from Asia. ing bearish,” he said. meeting,” Al-Attiyah said. not said when or how much will SARS on demand for oil”. 
meeting in Vienna. In London, oil prices fell toa ALAttiyah said he hoped the Не said the Opec meeting beavailable for export. The outbreak of Severe Acute 
‘The rise in the quota to 25.4 five-month low despite the Opec cut would be enough to keep oil Thursday was "the first time  Al-Attiyah said the new Opec Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 
million bpd was a surprise since pledge to curb daily output by prices from falling below 22 dol- Opechasin thelast40yearsmet quota of 25.4 million bpd was in countries including China 
‘Opec had been expected to main- two million barrels. lars a barrel, the bottom of the without Iraq.” The United “temporary” and could be and Hong Kong has triggered 
tain the current quota, which is The price of benchmark Brent Opec target range of 22-28 dol- States, which occupies Iraq changed when Opec meets in fears of a new slowdown in 
900,000 bpd lower at 24.5 mil- North Sea crude oil for June de- lars per barrel. along with British forces, said іс Doha in June. Asia's economy. AFP 


Asian stocks slide aah Japan’s giants 


on SARS scare, Sony B. enjoy rebound 
змею Абат иода Hor of emn targes and | in earnings 


crumbled on Friday, hitting а 20- warning profits would fall further. : 

year low in Japan and tumbling “If Sony breaks 3,200, it could з Y TOKYO—Hi-tech titans Toshiba and Fujitsu. 
four percent in South Korea, опа well go to 2,500-2,600...from a У ; said Friday they swung back into profit or 
combination of worries about valuations standpoint,” said Hi- 3 shrank losses in the year to March helped by 
SARS, North Koreas claim to royuki Nakai, chief strategist at i ds stronger demand in Asia, and pledged more 
have nuclear weapons and weak Tokai Tokyo Securities. 5 growth this year despite global uncertain- 
Sony earnings. South Korea's KOSPI bench- 1 ties. 

Bonds firmed on the slide in mark sank 4.2 percent to a three- 1 Smaller Japanese electronics makers 
stocks and weak Japanese eco- week low after US sources told : Sharp, Pioneer and Kyocera said camera- 
nomic data, which also weighed Reuters that North Korea had ad- : equipped mobile phones and DVD recorders 
on the yen. mitted to having nuclear weapons. i 4 powered their earnings, but rival Sanyo 

Ой prices edged up as traders SARS worries weighed on E plunged into the red due to losses on stock- 
puzzled over а surprise decision shares across much of the region, holdings. 
bythe OPEC cartel to raise official wiping two percent off the Tai- 1 Toshiba Corp.'s net profit came to 18.5 
production quotas. wan market and 0.7 percent off billion yen ($154.2 million) last financial 

Japan's Nikkei stock average hit Singapore. year against a loss of 254.0 billion yen a 
а fresh 20-year low as investors Hong Kong investors, gloomy 3 year earlier. 
shunned shares in Sony Corp, re- about the SARS outbreak, sent Pre-tax profit reached 53.1 billion yen, re- 
fusing to buy thestockatallafterit the territorys Hang Seng index д versing а 376.7 billion yen loss previously, 
posted weak results. down one percent to a fresh four- з while revenue grew 4.9 percent to 5.66 tril- 

“To be perfectly honest, it's the and-a-half-year low. lion yen. 

Sony shock" said Masayoshi Тһе slide in stocks propelled í “Increased sales of digital devices for con- 
Yano, senior manager of invest- investors into safe-haven bonds, 4 sumers, and economic growth in the Asian re- 
ment information at Tokai Tokyo sending the yield on 10-year я gion helped increase sales of semiconductors 
Securities. Japanese government bonds to a and electronic devices,” said company vice 

"We have to worry about the record low of 0.610 percent. A president Kiyoaki Shimagami. 
effect tis going to have by raising rise in Japan's unemployment ? “Profit-wise, the effect of restructuring 
questions about how other earn- rate also helped the debt market 4 : and the growth of the semiconductor busi- 
ings will turn out." by providing fresh evidence of Р ness helped significantly,” he told a news 

A fallin US stocks afterlacklus- economic troubles. __ conference. 
ter earnings forecasts along with The yen was under pressure for Rival Fujitsu Ltd. said its net loss shrank by 
worries about the spread of Se- similar reasons, weakening two-thirds in the year to March and an- 
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome against the dollar to 120 yen from i Ё nounced its president would step down, ге- 
also weighed on sentiment. 119.87 in late US trade. * dd portedly to take responsibility for two straight 

The Nikkei closed the morning Тһе North Korean news also z“ years in the red. 
session down more than two per- made investors reluctant to hold The net loss at Japan's largest computer 
cent to 7,685.28, just above а 20- the currency of Japan, which is ; maker shrank to 122.1 billion yen from a 
year intraday low reached during seen threatened by the commu- 382.5 billion yen loss last year, while recur- 
the morning session. nist nation's nuclear ambitions. ring profit recovered to 12.4 billion yen, 

Sony was untraded with a glut The euro held near a four-year х compared with a year-before loss of 157.1 
of sell orders at 3,220 yen, down high against the yen. billion yen. 
more than 13 percent from Thurs- US Treasuries rose on concern But revenue fell 7.8 percent to 4.62 trillion 
day After the close the world’s top over the impact of SARS in East yen as restructuring costs and a one-off 
‘consumer-electronics maker Asia and arise in US weekly jobless A stock index graph on a monitor display shows a drop in Tokyo share prices outside asecurities charge related to faulty magnetic disks ate in- 
shocked investors by falling far daimstoayearhigh. Reuters brokerage in Tokyo. Japan's Nikkei average hit a fresh 20-year low on Friday. to the bottom line. AFP 
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Eventser Products 


Milo Summer Sports Clinics: Making champions out of kids 


CELEBRATING its 20th year, the 
Milo Summer Sports Clinics are 
in ull swing as children say good- 
bye to the school year, with 14 
sports instruction programs de- 
signed for kids and teens in bad- 
minton, basketball bowling, 
chess, football, gymnastics, ice 
skating, karatedo, lawn tennis, 
table tennis, taekwondo, squash, 
swimming and volleyball. 

‘The country's most respected 
summer program offers children, 
from the age of three onwards, 
opportunities to learn the sports 
of their choice during the long va- 
cation. Not only that, it makes 


champions out of kids, even if not 
always in the literal sense of win- 
ning competitions. 

"The Milo Summer Sports Clin- 
ics teach children the basies of 
different sports with professional 
and scientific programs conduct- 
ed by qualified coaches and in- 
structors. Parents, and parti 
pants who join the programs, are 
assured that their summer is well 
spentand worth the effort. 

‘Aiming to provide the best of 
what each sport has to offer, Milo 
makes sure that the clinics are at 
par with current trends. Equip- 
ment and training techniques are. 


and behavior. For 


learning. 


updated every year to conform to 
international standards. 

A good example is the Milo 
Best Center, Asia's first and most 
successful scientific school for 
basketball. Nic Jorge, founder of 
the distinguished school, notes 
that the coaches are fully abreast 
on the latest basketball trends. 


Moreover, Milo Best offers a more 
comprehensive package com- 


pared to other basketball pro- 
grams. The clinic provides stu- 


dents not only proper training 
but also experience, by enabling 
them to participate in tourna- 
ments, both national and interna- 


= 
A SPORT that involves quick think- 
ing and fast movements, Squash 


will certainly stimulate agility and 
stamina in its players. 


NOE 


3 tional. 


Coaches have a big impact on 
the motivational environment in 
which students learn and play 
They have a considerable influ- 
ence on the student’s mindset 


what they do. 


coaching that emphasizes win- 
ning as the primary goal can pro- 
mote dishonesty and selfishness. 
Proper coaching reinforces per- 
sonal improvement and the mas- 
tery of tasks, therefore bringing a 
dimension of positive values to 


Thus, the Milo Summer Sports 
Clinics ‘emphasize teaching not 
only techniques but also helpful 


AMILO Football Clinic student manages to block 
a ball from making a successful goal 


values to students that guide 


Character building is probably 
опе of the most valuable benefits 
of the Milo Summer Sports Clin- 
ics. Encouraging kids to learn dis- 
cipline, to respect themselves and 
others, to strive according to the 
best of their abilities rather than 
simply wanting to win, to prac- 


instance, tice patience, determination, and 
humility, to work effectively with 
others, to develop confidence 
the program helps participants 
learn the attitudes they need to 
become well-rounded individu- 
als. 

Kathleen Balquiedra, a student 
of Elizabeth College, can attest to 
the benefits of the Milo Summer 
Sports Clinics beyond the learn- 
ing of physical skills. Having com- 
peted in two Nation- 
al Capital Regional 
Amateur Swimming 
Association (МСК 
ASA) Invitational, 
this young athlete 
talks about values 
learned. "Leaming 
swimming under the 
program is fun be- 
cause 1 gained 
friends and got 
stronger everyday" 
she says. “But aside 
from increasing my 
competitive edge, 1 
also learned the val- 
че of sportsmanship 
and friendship even in competi- 
tion. It also taught me that aca- 
demics come first." 

Paolo Angeles of Don Bosco 
Makati is glad to have joined the 
Milo Taekwondo Clinic, because, 
he says, it taught him to hold his 
head high even in defeat. "At 
times, I feel down when I don’t 
win, but T accept it and resolve to 


FROM head to foot, the instructor monitors the stance of his Karatedo students. 


do better next time,” he declares. 
Many alumni have gone on 
greater heights after training 
with the Milo Summer Sports 
Clinics. Among them is Nestor 
Celestino Jr, a graduate of the 
Milo Tennis Clinic. Having start- 
ed training at the tender age of 
eight, JR, as friends fondly call 
him, eventually became a mem- 
ber of the Junior National Team, 
and in his category has ranked 
among the top 15 in Asia in the 
International Tennis Federation. 
Mark Noel Felix Pascua, a Milo 
Best student, has progressed in 
his favorite sport, having been 
chosen one of 15 boys to repre- 


sent the Philippine in the 1999 
Easter Classic Tournament in Las. 
Vegas. 

The Milo Summer Sports Clin- 
ics are part of a long-term com- 
mitment of the countrys most 
popular chocolate energy drink 
to encourage young people to get 
into sports, to develop not only 
their athletic competence but to 
help them succeed in life. 

So give your kids the chance to 
learn how to become champions, 
on and off the playing field, 
through the Milo Summer Sports 
Clinics. For more information, 
call 746-6456 or visit wwwmi- 
lo.com.ph. 


LOAN SIGNING CEREMONY 
‘Metrobank, the country's largest bank, recently 
granted P'billion, 5-year term loan to Aboitiz Eq- 
uity Ventures Inc. (AEV). Sealing the agreement 
with a handshake is Metrobank’s senior executive. 
vice president Samuel Yap (right) and AEV execu- 
tive vice president and chief operating officer Er- 
ramon Aboitiz. According to Aboitiz, the proceeds 
ofthe loan will be used to finance AEV's Increased. 
ownership in WG&A, a leading domestic shipping 
‘company in the country. The Aboitiz family pur- 
‘chased the shares of the Chiongbians and the 
Gothongs in WGAA last October 2002. Aboitiz 
Equity Ventures Inc. is publicly-listed holding and 
investment management company of the Aboitiz 


How would you like to venture into unchart- 
ed mountains, rappel down a dizzying slope, 
race through rocky platforms, and then swim 
in the icy cold waters of a mystical cave? 

Or maybe you'd like a swim in the mud or a 
roller coaster ride atop a passenger jeepney 
perilously crossing a wide river dotted with 
huge boulders? 

How about being a daredevil for a few sec- 
onds of your precious life and bike downhill 
at 40-60 kph between trees and ravines? 

Still not challenging enough? 

How about doing it all in three days, with 
only your wit and brawn and some bare es- 
sentials? 

Del Monte Philippines, in coordination 
with GamePlan, has recently announced the 
beginning of the great annual expedition — 
the second Del Monte Great 202 Quest. Orga- 
nizers of this once-in-a-lifetime adventure are 
now accepting male and female applicant ad- 
venture-seekers, ages 18 to 35 years old. 

This year, the eight chosen finalists, togeth- 
er with Gameplan's hosts, will tackle bigger 


* Join the ultimate adventure 


and tougher challenges, racing non-stop for 
three (3) days in one of the most majestic 
places in the country. The team that outplays 
the rest will win the grand prize of P100,000 
plus Nike Gift certificates, 

‘To join, send your bio-data along with a 
full body picture and four (4) 202 Del Monte 
labels plus a short essay answering the ques- 
tion “Do you have what it takes to join the 
Great 202 Quest?” Mail your entries to RO. 
Box 1977 Makati Central Post Office 1259 
Makati City, Philippines or drop them at drop- 
boxes at the following addresses: Campaigns 
& Grey — Great 202 Quest, 12th Floor Valero. 
Tower, Valero St, Salcedo Village, Makati 
City; or Gameplan -- Great 202 Quest, 13 
Matipid St., Sikatuna Village, Quezon City. 

Deadline for submission of entries is on 
April 28, 2003. The four exciting episodes 
wili be shown on GamePlan, June 21 and 28, 
July S and 12, 7 pm on Studio 23. For details, 
call: 922-9273 or see posters, flyers, and print 
ads. You can likewise log on to www.game- 
plan23.com for more information. 


— mom 


£A 


ЫЕ, 


MEGA SARDINES IN SHANGHAI EXHIBIT 


Mega Sardines, the country's Mega Sardines. Joining the Speak- 
fastest growing brand of sardines, eris Congressman Harry C. 

was опе of the Philippine-made  Angping and Ms Michelle Tiu Lim 
products featured in Ties that Chan of Mega Fishing Corp. Mega 
Bing’, the first Philippine solo ex- Sardines is now being exported to 
hibition in Shanghai. Photo shows Hong Keng, Brunei, the US, UK, 
‘Speaker of the House of Represen- Italy and Central America. Itis 
tatives Hon. Jose De Venecia guaranteed fresh, from catching to 


Group. 


Thule now available at Autobacs 


THULE of Sweden, — py 

one ofthe world’s — 54 

best automotive roof 

rack system is now 

available at Autobacs 

accessories center. 

Located at 30 G/H/I 

Banawe St. Q.C., Au- 

tobacs is an auth: 

rized dealer of gen- 

uine Thule roof racks 

suchas the Lappland, 

Xplorer, Standard and 

Titan. Autobacs also sell Thule bike carriers and roof boxes such as. 
Thule Vision, Evolution, Polar, North Cape and the X1. Shuwn in photo is 
an Isuzu Crosswind fitted with a Thule X1 Roof Box. For inquiries about 
how to maximize the load capacity of your car, AUV and SUV, visit or call 
‘Autobacs at 741-1947 and 712-0389. 


Busit Hotel’s Easter reom package 
FAMILIES can spend quality time together without spending a fortune 
with Dusit Hotel Nikko's Easter room package. For only P2,500 net, ап 
‘overnight stay can mean happy bonding to a family (two kids and two 
adults) with buffet breakfast for two. Kids availing of the Easter room 
package can also join the Easter drawing contest where they will inter- 
pret the theme ‘Easter Is...’ Wonderful prizes await winners. Dusit Hotel 
Nikko's Easter room package is valid to local residents and expatriates 
with ACR, from April 1 to 30. For reservations call 867-3333 extension 
3118 or 3131 103134. 


‘Tiris’ launch airs on DZR] 
CHAIR Roy V. Seneres of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Commission (NLRC) launches the task 
force exposing and fighting illegal recruiters and 
investment scam artists on today’s special 
episode of "Pamilyang Overseas Flipino Work- 
ers-Small and Medium Entrepreneurs News Bu- 
reau” broadcast over DZRJ 810 AM, 9 to 10 a.m. 
and Kabayan Radio, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Pamilyang 
OFW-SMES Network Foundation Inc. (POFW- 
МЕМ) president George A. Arriola said the 
"Task Force on Illegal Recruitment and Invest- 
ment Scams”-or Tiris-initiated by the POFW- 
SMENFI and OFWs Protect-wil assist the OPW 
and SME families victimized by illegal recruiters 
and investment scam syndicates in their fight for 
justice. Interested families can call Belinda Pi- 
mentel or Emy Agvinaldo at 912-5803 or 437- 
1660 or text 0916-7421 768, 


Bazaar for street children 
WALKWAY Outreach Foundation Inc. has em- 
barked on a continuous fundraising campaign to 
help significantly address the nationwide prob- 
lem of orphaned and abandoned street children 
by holding a regular monthly bazaar at the Le 
Pavillon, Metropolitan Park, Edsa Extension cor- 
ner Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City. The first bazaar 
‘willbe launched on April 26 and 27. The new 
bazaar place-Le Pavillon, the in place to be for 
"shopaholics" and where something big always 
happens, is just 15 minutes away from Makati, 
Paranaque, and Greenhilis on weekends. Ar- 
rangements are currently being finalized to make 
this bazaar most successful for more than 150 
vvendors/concessionaires. If you wish to make a 
donation, become a sponsor, apply as а vendor, 
‘or simply go shopping, call Lynn at 800-6772 or 
805-2674, or e-mail walkway@firstmanila.com. 


Club donates equipment 
HAS CLUB, the oldest social and civic organiza- 
tion їп Balanga, Bataan, donates various hospital 
equipment to the Bataan Provincial Hospital as. 
part ot its outreach program. Dr Greg Pastorfide 
and Tezzie Pizarro, former presidents of he club, 
initiated the project. Current presidents engineer 
Manuel Camacho and Dr. Salud Bagalso wil lead 
the club's 72nd anniversary and ball on April 26 
atthe Quadrangle of the Bataan Provincial Capi- 


New Media Challenge 

A MORE challenging year awaits Media Challenge 
participants as the new 2003 Civic becomes the 
official vehicle fr its 6th season. The sportier and 
more stylish 2003 Civic will be driven by journal- 
ists in both dirt and tarmac courses, demonstrat- 
ing its prowess in the motorsports arena. Pre- 
‘sented by Honda Cars Philippines Inc., the new 
2003 Civic features a new sleek and sportier look 
with ts newy designed front bumper and grille 
with chrome moldings and muit-reflector Euro- 
Style tallights 14 teams will be competing. rep- 
resenting various media outfits. The 2003 Civic 
Media Challenge wil be composed of 4 rounds. 
Competition rounds are scheduled on April 26, 
May 24, June 21, and July 19. Sponsors include 
Caltex Havoline. Michelin Tires. Nodalo's Trading 
and Aitech 


Seed! 


ZENAIDA Carmona-Santos. president of the 
Cirkulo Cagayano Foundation, is calling all Ca- 
gayanos (Nueva Viscaya) to join the foundation's 
dinner-dance on April 26 at the Centennial Hall of 
the Manlia Hotel. The proceeds of the event will 
go to the project “Seedlings for a Cause 2003." 
For details, call Ms Carmona-Santos at 656-6699. 


Batangas HS’53 jubilee 

THE BATANGAS High School Class of 1953 will 
hold ts golden jubilee reunion on April 26 at the 
‘school grounds. The affair will start with the cele- 
bration ot the Holy Mass at 7 a.m. Registration 
will immediately follow the eucharistic celebra- 
tion. The jubilarians will likewise hold a motor- 
cade trom the campus to the Batangas Sports 
Complex where all the activities will be held. АН 
members ot ccss 53 are enjoined to attend the 
celebration. For more details, call Judge Prescilla. 
Mijares at 927-3364, Dr. Elsa Baliwag at 402- 
3552, or Flor Abuzman at 727-1443. 


Outdoor camp for kids 

СО YOU have kids? Would you love to shower 
them with gifts? Why not give them a gift this 
summer that wil last all summers of ther lives 
the kindof giit that builds character, the kind that 
molds them into upstanding individuals? At the 
AMCI Outdoor Summerkids’ Camp, veteran 
‘mountaineers from the AMCI Mountaineering. 


proudly showing off world-class 


canning and contains Omega 3. 


be teaching partici- 
pants the rudiments 
of the sport in a hands- 
ontrekking and camping — "X jj 
experience emphasizing safety, ^ 
camaraderie, and the environ- 

ment-AMCI's cornerstones for becoming respon- 
sible mountaineers. Camp proper is on April 26 
and 27 at the Mumarce Camp in Sitio Bathala, 
Tanay, Rizal. For more information, call Susan 
Garcia at 0917-7935240, Joyce Pacquing at 411- 
4862, Sol Baluyot at 731-1089, or Marris Mediola 
at 0920-9027984. 


DOT’s World of Weddings 
‘SECRETARY Richard J. Gordon announced the 
DOT, in cooperation, with Themes and Motifs and 
WeddingAtWork com is set to launch the biggest 
wedding fair in the country on April 26 and 27 at 
the Gardens of the World in Paskuhan Village, 
San Fernando City, Pampanga. The wedding fair 
will feature at least 200 of the best national and 
local wedding serviced providers, including ma- 
jor catering service providers, fashion designers, 
photographers, videographers, florists and cake’ 
makers. A food festival of Chinese, Filipino, 
Japanese and continental cuisine will be staged 
by the country's top caterers. A model search for 
Dridal gowns, bridesmaids attire and groom- 
swear wili also be conducted. Chosen models get 
the chance to pose for members of Wedding Por- 
trait Photographers ofthe Philippines. Each night 
ofthe event wil be highlighted by a fashion show 
of Pampanga and Manila-based designers. 


Clips; 


Dungca debuts 


ANNA Mae Bulatao 
Dungca, daughter of 
Salvador O. Dungca. 
and Evelyn B. Dungca, 
celebrates her 18th 
birthday today, April 26 
at "The Farm” of Sen. 
Manny Villar at BF Re- 
sort Village, Las Pinas 
City. Anna Mae is an in- 
coming AB Psychology 
sophomore at De La 
Salle University - Das- 
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Human genetic code 
sequencing completed 


HILE the world 
We 
ing about Se- 


vere Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS), an in- 
ternational research team 
had announced that the 
book of genetic instruc- 
tions for the human body 
had been completed to an 
accuracy of 99.99 per- 
cent. 

With the entire sequence now 
available to scientists worldwide, 
experts predict it will lead to new 
drugs, better forecasts of people's 
health and new ways to treat or 
prevent many of the most devas- 
tating human illnesses. 

A joint statement from the lead- 
ers ofthe six nations in the consor- 
tium said the genetic map “pro- 
vides us with the fundamental 
platform for understanding our- 
selves from which revolutionary 
progress will be made in biomedi- 
cal sciences and in the health and 
‘welfare of humankind.” 

The countries involved in the un- 
dertaking are the United States, 
France, Great Britain, Germany, 
Japan and China. Along with a com- 
Peting private effort, the group com- 
pleted a rough draft of the genome 
in 2000, but it included thousands of 
gaps in the long sequence of DNA 
base pairs. Now all but 400 of those. 


gaps have been closed. 

“After three billion years of evo- 
Iution. we have before us the in- 
structions set that carries each of us 
from a one-celled egg through 
adulthood to the grave,” said Dr. 
Robert Waterston of the Interna- 
tional Human Genome Sequenc- 
ing Consortium. “It is written in an 
arcane language and encompasses. 
а complexity that we are just be- 
ginning to understand." 


3 billion base pairs 

The genome is composed of 
about three billion pairs of DNA 
chemicals within 24 chromosomes. 
The genes that control the body's 
development, growth, functions 
and aging are made of specific se- 
quences of these chemical pairs. A 
small change in these sequences 
canbe enough to cause disease, 

By identifying the correct and 


Human Genome Project 


WITH all the contro- 


quence was complet- 


very surrounding EUREKA! ed, and in January 


cloning and GMOs, 
what about the biggest 
genetic project of all 
time—the ^ Human 
Genome Project 
(HGP)? I have person- 
al qualms about some. 
uses of biotechnology, 
but from the research 1 
have gathered, 1 be- 


2003, number 14 was 
done. The goal is to 
finish the whole se- 
quence this year. 
Whose DNA was ac- 
tually sequenced? In 
this catholic age, ap- 
parently, the genome 
was composite, gener- 
ated from 10 to 20 pri- 


lieve that the HGP Queena N. mary samples from 
may ultimately prove Zee-Chua anonymous donors of 


beneficial to us. 

What exactly is the 
HGP? During a recent conference 
on this technology, Dr: Celia Torres- 
Villanueva of the Molecular 
Medicine and Biotechnology Lab at 
UP Diliman gave а succinct presen- 
tation. (The following info was tak- 
еп from her lecture, and her sources 
include Dr. Cynthia Saloma and the 
‘websites wwwornl gov/hgmis and 
wwwnhgri.nih.gov) 

Genome is the total genetic in- 
formation in any organism. Hu- 
mans have 23 pairs of chromo- 
somes, approximately 35,000 
genes and three billion base 
pairs. Just storing the genome se- 
quence would be beyond the 
reach of most computers—it re- 
quires three gigabytes of space! 

Та 1983, the National Laborato- 
ries ofthe US Department of Energy 
(would you believe?) began pro- 
ducing libraries of human chromo- 
somes. In 1988, the National Insti- 
tutes of Health (NIH) decided to co- 
operate, and the year after, cog- 
nizant of the power of such technol- 
ogy, both parties established a 
group to study ethical, local and so- 
cial implications of the HGP 

Та 1990, a five-year plan was 
presented to Congress, marking 
the official start of the HGP 

‘The team initially started with 
small organisms—two bacterial 
genomes (including the infamous 
Haemophilus influenzae) were se- 
quenced in 1995, yeast in 1996, 
worm in 1998, and finally, the 
first human chromosome (num- 
ber 22) in 1999. 


Rivalry between agencies 

But the government was nor 
the only one working on this. Ri- 
valry surfaced between public 
and private entities. 

In 1998, Craig Venter of Celera 
Genomics (ironically, Venter was 
formerly connected with the gov- 
ernment) and Incyte Pharmaceu- 
ticals announced that they would 
beat the government in sequenc- 
ing the human genome. 

Apparently, the fracas ended in 
a tie, because two years after, Cel- 
era and NIH jointly claimed that 
they had completed a “working 
draft” of the genome. 

In 2001, the sequence was pub- 
lished in the prestigious journals 
Nature and Science. In December 
2001, human chromosome 20 se- 


diverse ethnicities, 


Genome facts 

What exactly did the HGP tell 
us about ourselves? 

Here are the facts: The size of 
the human genome is 3.1647 bil- 
lion base pairs, the number of hu- 
man genes vary from 30 to 
35,000, size and length vary and. 
‘can cover thousands of bases (av- 
erage size is 3,000 base pairs). 

More interestingly, it seems that 
only a small part (less than 2 per- 
cent) of our genome codes for pro- 
teins (we can call these the 
‘workhorses), and junk DNA make 
upat least half of he genome! 

‘And in this era of stie and racial 
and religious hatred, we should be 
reminded that practically all (99.9 
percent) of the nucleotide bases are 
exactly the same in ай people, 


Benefits 

The benefits of the HGP are 
myriad. In medicine, it can lead 
to an improved diagnosis of dis- 
ease, an earlier detection of dis- 
ease predisposition, rational drug 
design, gene therapy and control 
systems for drugs, pharmacoge- 
nomics (or “personal drugs"), 
and organ replacement. 

In robial genome research, 
the HGP can help in environmen- 
tal monitoring, protection from 
biological and chemical warfare 
{sound familiar?) and safe, effi- 
cient toxic waste cleanup. 

In DNA forensics, the HGP can 
help identify potential suspects at 
crime scenes, crime and catastro- 
phe victims, establish paternity 
and other family relations, and 
match organ donors with recipi- 
ents in transplants. 

In risk assessment, the HGP сап. 
help assess health damage and 
risks caused by exposure to muta- 
gens, radiation, cancer-causing 
toxins, and even reduce the likeli- 
hood of heritable mutations. 

Thave written about the ethical 
and social implications of genetic 
technology, and 1 will not repeat 
them now. I reiterate Dr, Torres- 

lanueva's concluding message: 

е are greater than the sum of 
our genes, Our genes by them- 
selves do not determine our fate. 
Genetic info can be powerful, and 
can do both harm and good." 

(Contact the author at bless- 
Боо @уаћао сот.) 


healthy sequence of base pairs, re- 
searchers hope to be able to find 
the disease-causing genetic flaws 
that could yield to treatment. 
Scientists are still uncertain how 
many genes there are in the 
genome, but most believe itis about 
30,000. This number is expected to 
berefined with more research. 


Work started in 1990 

Hundreds of scientists in the 
consortium started the sequenc- 
ing work in 1990. 

‘American agencies and univer- 
sities, led by the National Human 
Genome Research Institute and 
the Department of Energy, com- 
pleted the project at a cost of 
about $2.7 billion, some $300 
million less and two years earlier 
than the original estimate. The 
US did about half of the DNA se- 
quencing, and some of the money 
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budgeted for the human project 
маз spent on sequencing other 
organisms, such as the mouse, 
and on associated technologies. 
Celera Genomics, a private com- 
pany, raced the international effort 
to produce a parallel rough draft of 
the genome, Completion of the 
competing efforts was announced 
at a joint news conference at the 
White House in June 2000. But Dr. 
Francis Collins, director of the 
NHGR, said Celera did not go on to 
refine the rough draft, leaving the 
consortium with the only essential- 
ly complete sequence. 
Announcement of the complet- 
ed sequence comes just days before 
the 50th anniversary of the discov- 
егу of the double helix structure of 
DNA by James Watson, an Ameri- 
can, and Francis Crick, a British 
biophysicist. They shared the No- 
bel Prize for the work, AP 


Really getting cracking 


ONE day in February 50 years 
and two months ago, James Wat- 
‘son and Francis Crick walked into 
a Cambridge, England pub and 
announced they had succeeded. 1 
don't know if many people there 
that day understood what the 
two men were so happy about. 

Then on April 25, 1953, Nature 
published a paper titled “Molecu- 
lar structure of nucleic acids: A 
structure for deoxyribose nucleic 
acid” by James Watson and Fran- 
cis Crick. This time what Watson 
and Crick had been saying for the 
past two months made news all 
over the world 

Fastforward to Holy Week 
2003, when the Human Genome 
Research Institute (HGRI), an 
arm of the US National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), announced that 
the international consortium of 
researchers working in six differ- 
ent countries had completely se- 
quenced the human genome two. 
years ahead of the expected 2005. 
completion date. 

Watson himself had been a 
part of this process, He was once 
quoted as saying that “only once 
would I have the opportunity to 
let my scientific life encompass 
the path from the double helix to 
the three billion steps of the hu- 
man genome.” 


Not really complete 

To be honest though, the 
genome isn't quite complete yet; 
only 99 percent of the genome 
can be accessed online by the 
publicat the moment. 

Since there are 23 pairs of hu- 
man chromosomes, each made 
"up of anywhere from 50 to 300 
million base pairs (DNA leter 
combinations like C-G or A-T), 
and that there just under three 
billion bases in а human being, 
one can easily see that there are 
merely 28.5 million bases that 
"have yet to be accounted for. 
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Not to worry, however, as sci- 
entists say they know what those 
sequences should be and they just 
have to officially fll in the gaps. 

So now that everything is 
done, what will all the re- 
searchers do next? 

Francis Collins, the director of 
the HGRI and one of the three 
leaders of the international con- 
sortium, co-authored an agenda, 
a "vision" if you will, for this “age 
of the genome" and it all-too-fit- 
tingly appears in the April 24 is- 
sue of Nature, 


Objectives 

Here are some of their goals: 

+ To identify what the 98 per- 
cent of the human genome really 
does. 

Researchers have realized that. 
only 2 percent of the genes code 
for proteins, which can function. 
as hormones, enzymes, anything. 
that keeps the human body func- 
tioning. So, are the rest of the 
genes junk? And if so, why have 
they been evolutionarily con- 
setved overtime? 

А researcher at the University of 
‘Washington named Michael Brent 
is comparing the human genome 
with known animal genomes. He 
believes that rhe process of evolu- 
tion will keep important genome 
sequences and that any matches 
found may help explain what “junk 
DNA’ really does. 

* Yo track how traits get passed 
оп from generation to generation 
and why they remain stable or 
mutate, 


REALLY/BI3 


“| thought l'Il never celebrate another birthday after 
my heart attack. With my anti-cholesterol statin*, 
I'm looking forward to more candles to blow,” 


-Zenaida Fortes 


Senior Accountant 
Heart-attack victim 


of the cholesterol-lowering drug known as statins.‘ 
Statins help prolong lives, lower heart-related deaths, 


prevent heart attacks and strokes... 
only IF they are taken for at least 3 years, religiously” 
COST of statins though is a big barrier to compliance. 


REFERENCES: 
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IV Check with your doctor the new A statin’ 


Recent landmark trials have shown the beneficial effects 


Now for Life! 


А public health service announcement from 


‘tie cardiovascular divsion of 


‘United Laboratories, In 


* Tli cas drug ts approved forsale by BFAD as a prescription drug and shold be bought ony with a prescription. 
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Perfect defense vs diseases 


By Tessa В, Salazar 


HE BODY'S immune system 
is our first line of defense 

I against infection. If we are 
not healthy and our immune sys- 
tem is weak, we can easily be af- 
fected by highly infectious diseases 
like Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- 
drome. If we have a healthy body 
and maintain a healthy lifestyle 
and diet (including a healthy, 
stress-free frame of mind), then 
our resistance against diseases be- 
comes stronger. 

Dr Cirilo R. Galindez, chief of the Veterans Re- 
gional Hospital in Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya, 
said a healthy diet includes drinking clean water, 
breathing in clean air and eating clean food—in- 
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cluding taking “safe” food supplements. 

An example of such food supplements, he 

| is one that has andrographis paniculata, а 

shrub native to India and southern Asia that has 

become popular as treatment for symptoms of 
colds and fu in Scandinavian countries. 

“Bitter herbs push the immune system of 


the body (to resist infection),” he said. 

The herb had been widely credited for 
halting the 1919 Indian flu epidemic. 

Androgaphis paniculata is commercially 
available in the country as Abs Bitter Herbs. 

Abs Bitter Herbs’ mix of seven herbs has 
comparable effects with the standard drug 
simvastatin in treating dyslipidemia, or abnor- 
malities in blood lipid or cholesterol levels, 
Galindez said. 

Galindez said andrographis paniculata is 
also good for gastrointestinal cramps. 

“Bitter herbs are good for the stomach. It 
cleanses and helps digestion and boosts the 
immune system,” he explained. 

The Department of Health's Dr Consortia 
Quizon, however, said more proof was needed to 
verify the effectiveness of many herbal food sup- 
plements that claim to have medicinal value. 

"It has not been proven that they are cura- 
tive against anything so we treat them as just 
that, food supplements only," she said. 


Choose right food 
for healthy kidneys 


HAVING a correct diet is an essen- 
tial part of treating one's weak kid- 
neys. A diet containing controlled 
amounts of protein and certain 
minerals or “electrolytes” lessens 
the workload of the kidne 
‘The US National Kidney Foun- 
dation recognizes the importan 
of appropriate dietary interven- 
tion in the management of chronic 
Kidney disease and has released 
guideline 

Dr. Dinna Cruz, a former te: 
er at the medical school of 
University in Connecticut and 
now a kidney specialist at the St. 
Lukes Medical Center, will be 
presenting these guidelines dur- 
Ing the 23rd annual convention 
of the Philippine Society of 
Nephrology on April 28-30 at the 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel. 

Appropriate low-protein food can 
prolong the health of the kidneys 


and can even delay the need for dial 
ysis of kidney patients. But eliminat- 
ing ай protein from the diet also has 
potentially unhealthy consequences. 
“Managing your dietary protein 
means two things: one, getting the 
right amount, and two, getting the 
right kind of protein,” said Dr. Cruz, 
"There are two categories of 
protein: "high quality’ and ‘low 
quality’ High-quality protein con- 
ains a wide variety of amino 
acids. Kidney patients should be 
prescribed a diet wherein at least 
50 percent of the protein allot- 
ment is of high quality" she said. 
Good sources of high quali pro- 
tein are fish, chick f, pork, 
eggs, shrimp and dairy products. 
“Avoid processed meat and fish 
like canned luncheon meat and 
tuna, These are high in salt which 
will further strain already weal 
ened kidneys,” Dr. Cruz warned. 


A post-Lenten 
resolve for 
good health 


By Kathy Alcala 


Contributor 


LENT afforded us time to cleanse our souls 
through prayers and meditation. At the same 
time, through fasting and abstinence, we also 
had an opportunity to cleanse our bodies. 
Lent reminded us to live a healthier lifestyle 
and made us abstain not only from eating red 
“high-cholesterol” meat but also from drinking 
liquor and coffee and smoking cigarettes. 
Our faith requires us to abstain from these 
sinful delights” at least every Wednesday 
and Friday of Lent and during Ash Wednes- 
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life, Red meat, fei ol, 
and smoking are all considered unhealthy 
lifestyle practices which can increase our 
chances of having heart disease and 

High cholesterol is one of the major ri 
factors of heart disease. This fat-like sub- 
stance clogs up the walls of the arteries and 
blocks blood flow to the heart, causing a 

X. It is usually caused by unhealthy 
diet and lifestyle practices. 
TLC 

Changing ones lifestyle, or Therapeutic 
Lifestyle Change (TLC), is the most effective 
treatment to reduce one's risk of developing 
heart disease or having a heart attack. 

ТІС is a set of guidelines established for 
the initial treatment of heart disease symp- 
toms. It involves weight management, regu- 
lar physical activity and a diet low in saturat- 
ed fat and bad cholesterol but rich in fiber. 

However, most people find it difficult to go 
about changing their lifestyles. 


Healthy lifestyle tips 

Here are some tips on how to make your 
first step toward a healthy lifestyle as a post- 
Lenten resolution: 

* Eat more fish. Switch from cholesterol- 
laden meat to heart-healthy diets such as 
fish—a rich source of omega-3 fatty 

2 acids—which is the “good” fat. The American 
Heart A tion endorses the consumption. 
fish or fish oils as a means of preventing 

and treating heart disea 

+ Cut back on vices. During Lent we usu- 
ally cut back on vices such as smoking and al- 
cohol drinking. Continue those little sacri- 
fices all throughout the year until you com- 
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some physi 
Week gave y 
op a new hobby or sport that can keep you in 
good physical shape all year round. 
* Manage your stress properly. "Worka- 
holism" is justas bad to your health asalcohol 
or cigarette addiction. Maintain a good ba 
ance of work and leisure. Since stress in life 
unavoidable and is a part of daily living no 
matter how simple our lives are, learn to cope 
vith it. Remember, it's not the stress itself 
hich is bad but how we react to stress 
* Consult your doctor. Go to your doctor and 
make sure that you are in tip-top shape, Most 
people don't realize they are at risk of heart at- 
tack and stroke until they have one. The best 
to prevent these complications is to let a 
competent physician assess your risk and man- 
age it with che right lifestyle and medication. 


When TLC is not enough 

There are, however, vases when therapeu- 
tic lifestyle change alone is not enough to 
keep one's cholesterol at bay: If the patient 
does not respond to TLC within: eks, the 
doctor usually advises drug treatment. 

Statins are the most potent cholesterol. 
lowering drug in the market today, and one of 
the most scientifically documented drugs of 
this class is simvastatin, The Heart Protection 
Study, a landmark 20,000-patient clinical tri- 
al, showed strong evidence that simvastatin, 
taken religiously for several years, cuts the. 
risks of heart attacks and strokes in the high- 
risk population, particularly in diabetics. 

"This life-saving drug, however, comes at a 
high cost which poses a challenge to high-risk 
patients with average income, and even to 
‘well-off patients who are cost-conscious. 

Therapharma, a division of Unilab, has in- 
troduced an affordable brand of simvastatin 
(Vidastat). Many local medical practitioners 
are confident that with high-quality and af- 
fordable cardiovascular medications, һе 
evolving epidemic on heart attacks and 
strokes will be significantly reduced. 
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Matinding ubo? Mag-Advanced Strength Bisolvon Syrup. Tinutunaw ang makapit na plema, para madaling ilabas. 
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Programs to improve heart p 


By Charles E. Buban 


HILE Severe 
Acute Respirato- 
ry Syndrome 


has engrossed the public's 
attention, one should not 
forget that heart disease 
and stroke are still the 
world’s largest killers— 
claiming 17 million lives 
worldwide annually. 


These diseases, collectively 
known as cardiovascular diseases 


year 
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(CVDs), kill more people every 
than cancer, 
Chronic lower respiratory dis- 
eases, diabetes, and influenza 
and pneumonia combined. 

“Неге in the country itis stil the. 
number one killer disease but the 
fact is, heart disease and stroke are 
largely preventable—if only pa- 
tients follow simple regimen or take 
their medications more regularly" 
said Dr Joselito Logan Arabug of 
the University of Santo Tomas Hos- 
pital and a consultant cardiologist 
at the Capitol Medical Center. 

“In most cases, a doctor's prob- 
Jem is not how well a certain drug 


accidents, 


has worked or how effective a 
certain regimen was but how of- 
ten their patients have taken their 
medications or followed their in- 
structions,” said Atabug. 
Raymond Olano, an associate di- 


a 


rector at Pfizer Philippines, said 
тоге pharmaceutical companies are 
now focusing on better patient com- 
pliance to improve the health of pa- 
tients and reduce healthcare costs. 
He said Pfizer has developed 


Cell phone users are driving ‘blind’ 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


1WAS recently abroad to attend a conference. 
Iwas driving a car waiting for the green light 
when suddenly, another car driven by an ex- 
ecutive who was talking to someone on his 
cell phone bumped the rear portion of my car. 
Fortunately, my саг rear bumper suffered on- 
lya scratch. 

Accidents like this, which may be directly 
attributed to the use of cell phones while driv- 
ing, are being repeated every day all over the 

world. Most are minor 
accidents; but some 
may cost the lives and 
limbs of both the drivers 
and passengers. 

Various studies have 
shown that motorists are 
more accidentprone and react more slowly 
when they talk on cell phones while driving. 
Even hands-free models are not safe to use. 

Researchers at the University of Utah found 
that “inattention blindness” makes drivers 
less able to process visual information, mak- 
ing them very prone to accidents. 

"The study's lead investigators, psycholo- 
gists David Strayer, Frank Drews and William 
Johnston, explain: "Even when [drivers] are 
directing their gaze at objects in the driving 
environment, they may fail to ‘see’ them be- 
cause attention is directed elsewhere. Phone 
«conversations impair driving performance by 
‘withdrawing attention from the visual scene, 
yielding a form of inattention blindness." 

The study, which was published in the Jour- 
nal of Applied Experimental Psychology, vali- 
dates and explains the researchers widely 
publicized findings in 2001 that users of 
hands-free and handheld cell phones are 
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equally impaired, missing more traffic signals 
and reacting to signals more slowly than mo- 
torists who do not use cell phones. 


Simulator used 

In the study, a simulator was used and the 
subject sat on a replica of the driver's portion 
of a Ford Crown Victoria patrol car—includ- 
ing a steering wheel, ignition key, accelerator 
and brake pedals and dashboard displays. Не 
was also surrounded by screens that show a 
realistic driving environment. 

‘At times, study subjects also spoke on a cell 
phone, conversing with another who wes in- 
structed to keep a balance between making 
the driver talk and listen. Only hands-free cell 
phones were used in the study so the re- 
Searchers could avoid any distracting effects 
from the handling of phones, and focus on the 
distracting effects of conversation. The cell 
phone users impaired ability to respond to a 
vehicle braking in front of them was shown, 

‘Three cell phone users during heavy traffic 
rear-ended the simulated car. The experiment 
also showed that cell phone users took longer 


to brake, rode the brakes longer, and took 
longer to accelerate again. 
Don't really see 

Another interesting finding of the study 
was that cell phone users look but don't really 
“see” or pay attention to their surroundings. 

Simulated billboards were shown and the 
study subjects looked at these for the same 
length of time whether or not they used a cell 
phone. Cell phone users were worse at re- 
membering later which billboards they had 
seen. 

"When people look at a billboard, they are 
less likely to see it if they are on a cell phone. 
What we are showing is that looking and seeing 
are not one and the same. Directing your eyes 
doesn't mean you are bringing in the informa- 
tion and able to act on it said Dr. Strayer. 

The last part of the study showed that cell 
phone users had worse "implicit perceptual 
memory"—defined as subconscious memory 
of things not necessarily remembered con- 
sciously—compared with people not talking 
on cell phones. 

The findings also suggest cell phone con- 
versations may interfere with the ability to re- 
act to sudden events like a pedestrian darting 
into traffic or a car running a red light. Now 
that would really be tragic. 

Tn actual terms, the researchers estimated 
that cell phone use while driving quadruples 
the risk of traffic accidents and it poses signifi- 
cantrisks both to the driver and the public. 

So the bottom line i: Turn your cell phones 
off or to silent: mode while driving and avoid 
touching that gadget while you're on the 
wheels. If you have to make a phone call, pull 
over to the side. You'll have a much better 
chance of arriving safely to wherever your 
destination is 


two innovative patient support 
programs—called the Life Club 
and Science program—to help im- 
prove the quality of lives of people 
with high blood pressure and high 
cholesterol, two of the risk factors 
for heart disease 

‘The Pfizer Life (Learn the dis- 
ease, Improve lifestyle, Feel better, 
Enjoy life) Club was designed for 
people who have problems with 
high cholesterol. Members regu- 
larly receive mail and text mes- 
sages providing information, tips 
and special offers to encourage 
them to make lifestyle changes. 

‘Club members are also entitled 
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atient compliance 


to discounts on medicines from 
certain drug stores. 

The Science (Stop smoking, 
Control weight, Involve your 
family physician, Eat right, Note 
your medicine intake, Cut down 
on salt and alcohol, and Exercise. 
daily) program helps patients 
control their blood pressure. 

The program encourages pa- 
tients to adhere to their medica- 
tion and keep follow-up appoint- 
ments with their doctors. 

Members are given free starter 
doses of Pfizer's calcium-channel 
blocker and discount coupons for 
their medication. 


Clean water site urgent 


THE WATER Environment As- 
sociation of the Philippines un- 
derscored anew the urgency of 
preserving a clean water envi- 
Tonment by sponsoring a two: 
day waining for water and 
wastewater plant operators on 
May 9-10at the Hotel Supreme 
in Baguio City. 

WEAP president Diosdado 

L 


R. Pineda said the association 
has been calling on commercial 
and industrial establishments 
to confront the pervasive issue 
of wastewater with all its con- 
sequences to the environment 
and the people's health. 

For inquiries to the training. 
seminar, contact the WEAP at 
tel/fax 371-9790 or 410-1119. 


Really getting cracking 


From page Bil 


Researchers at the Washington 
University School of Medicine in 
St. Louis recently discovered that 
the alleles of a gene called Sic27a4 
produce a protein that affects hair 
growth, obesity and wrinkles. 
Maybe someday there'll be a single 
pill for all three problems. 

* To understand how and why 
genes can cause and prevent dis- 
eases. 

Take the recent announcement 
of the World Health Organization 
that the Philippines has reported 
10000 Hiiníeced people, а 
mere 0.01 percent of the 80 mil- 
lion-strong population. Then con- 
sider the fact that Vietnam, with a 
population as big as that of the 
Philippines, has reported 130,000 
cases of HIV-positive people. 

‘Are the numbers here just be- 
ing underreported? Are only afew 
people repeatedly practicing un- 
Safe sex or are there more people 
Ош there using condoms but are 
not willing to admit it? Or are 
there just more Filipinos who are 


immune to НІМ and if so, why? 

* To speed up the use of genetic 
information in biomedical re- 
search and put it to work in the di- 
agnosis, prevention and treat- 
ment of a disease. 

It used to be that identifying a 
gene that caused a specific condi- 
боп could take years. Now, the 
mapped genome could decrease the 
search time to mere hours. The al- 
Jele that causes progeria (rapid ag- 
ing in kids) was very recently dis- 
covered by two research groups, 
one of which is a study co-authored 
by Francis Collins himself with help 
from the Human Genome Project. 

There's more but I thinl 
get the idea. 

Given all this, it looks like they 
weren't entirely right on April 14 
when they announced that the hu- 
man genome was complete; in 
fact, the project won't be over for 
decades to come. To quote the vi- 
sion of Collins et al., “If the past 50 
years of biology is any indication 
Of the future, the best is certainly 
yet to come.” 
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RED ALERT FOR 
INVASIVE TERRORISTS 


vitamins, 


Propolis is that sticky resin from the bark: 


BEE PROPOLIS - NATURE'S MOST POWERFUL ANTIBIOTIC 


з and buds of some trees. The honey-bees gather 
it and mix it with their own secretions to form the wonderful substance, Bee Propolis. Bee 
propolis is the immune system of the beehive. It protects the hive from harmful bacteria, 
Viruses and fungi. This natural substance contains a complex mixture of many important 


Recently, the risk of biological warfare placed us on our toes. The danger 
of exposure to biological, chemical and environmental hazard is life 
threatening. The intermittent emergence of new strains of pathogens, 
mostly contagious fatal viruses, compounded the situation. Indeed, these 
new breed of invasive terrorists demand urgent attention and action. 


The need for measures to combat these adversaries is imperative 
Fortunately, we have a built-in immune system, constantly on red alert, 
conscientiously seeking and destroying injurious organisms and substances. 
Since birth, our immune system, through macrophages, lymphocytes and 
other tissue cells, possesses and acquires the ability to render protection 
of vital body parts, such as our lungs and digestive tract. It identifies and 
neutralizes possible harmful organisms and substances. Data regarding 
this encounter is stored in memory cells and used to recognize and aid 
in future confrontation with identical invaders. 


Everyday we cope with infective agents, environmental risks and chemical 
toxins. The challenge we face may be in our homes, in the streets or in 
our workplace. The importance of a useful immune system is crucial. 


As we age, our immune system progressively wanes in effectiveness. 
Stress, pollution, physical abuse, chronic exposure to toxins and improper 
diet contribute to the decline of our immune system. 


The weakening of our immune system leads to infection and damage to 
our vital organs. This vicious cycle of low resistance and infection may 
result in serious systemic illness. Through early preparation, we can avoid 
the quicksand, 


The proper usc of quality natural food supplements is helpful in recharging 
our immune system. Appropriate diet, regular exercise and a healthy 
lifestyle, promotes a functional mechanism to fight viruses, bacteria, 
foreign bodies and other microorganisms. The control of infection, 
allergic reactions, nutritional deficiencies and functional recovery through 
natural food supplementation is gradually gaining recognition and 
acceptance. - 


Nature is truly the best medicine. It is the fundamental healthy alternative 
in the struggle for a wholesome being, * 


Health Dimensions 
HIGH-DESERT GROUP 


USA + SINGAPORE + MALAYSIA + PHILIPPINES 
HONG KONG + INDONESIA 


This product is only available at the following outlets please call: 


Ortigas 
Alabang 
Escola 


(92) 638-9113 to 14 
(02) 809-3967 
(02) 242-5645 
Ayaa (02) 848.5714 
Batangas (043) 723-5959 
Dagupan (0/5) 523-4827 


minerals and bioflavonoids. Research has documented its worth against parasites, 
Fungal infestations and viruses. It is so powerful in action, itis often called the Russian penicillin. 


Propolis is one of the most well-documented products known to stimulate and strengthen 
the body's natural immune system. 


Professor S. Scheller, heading a team of four other doctors at the Institute for Microbiology 
at the Medical Academy in Sabrze-Rokitinca, Poland, published a research stating that propolis 
is able to directly stimulate the immune system to release substances that protect against 
cellular deterioration...promotes a process of phagocytosis, the means by which white blood 
cells destroy bacteria.. stimulated the formation of antibodies to build immunity to many 
diseases. 


“This is why propolis is known to increase resistance to infection and illnesses and is widely 
recognized as a preventive supplement. 


James A. Devlin, Ph.D in his book, To Your Best Health, Naturally writes, 

“Propolis fights just about anything nasty you can think of. Its antibacterial, antibiotic, 
anticancer, antifungal, anti-infective, antimicrobial, antimold, antioxidative, antiseptic, antiyeast 
and amazingly it's also an antiviral.” In overcoming virus infection, an explanation is offered 
by Soviet scientist, K.A. Kuzmina who delivered a paper in which he described that propolis 
has a toning and fortifying effect on the body. With propolis, the 

virus-fighting power of phagocytosis is strengthened. The content 

of the protective virus-fighting protein; properdin, starts to rise 

in the blood. 


Our immune system carries on a daily battle against a multitude 
of enemies. Without a healthy immune system it is almost 
impossible for the human body to survive, we are exposed with 
so many toxic substances, harmful bacteria and viruses that 
threatens our body within. Eating a healthy diet, adapting a 
healthy lifestyle and taking effective food supplements--like 
the High Desert Вес Propolis-will boost our natural defense; 
in effect it will give our body's immune system а good fight. 


HIGH- DESERT” 


BEE . 
PROPOLIS 


socas 9 


VC Ties. 


What To Look For In Bee Propolis? 


1. Flavonoid content. Flavonoid is the most important 
ingredient in propolis. The higher its content, the more 
effective the propolis is. High-Desert has gone to great 
lengths to obtain raw propolis with consistently high flavonoid 
content. 

| State-of-the-art Processing method. Most of the propolis 
xtracts in the market have been processed under high PADRE AM 
temperature and inferior processing methods. More than 
60% of the active ingredients may have experienced severe deterioration. In High-Desert, 
extraction of raw propolis is carried out in low temperature and а proprietary process 
Which is able to effectively remove all foreign matter and impurities while at the same time 


preserving the bioactivity of the propolis, its flavonoids and other important nutrients, 
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Glorietta 4 & Greenbelt 3 Cinemas. 


Or reserve your seats at 
www.sureseats.com 


For screening times, call 729-77 
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"The country's 
one and only 
private cinema. 
Now it can be yours. 
For private movie screenings, 


intimate parties and impressive 
presentations. 


The Brazilian Festival at 
{ Greenbelt 3 Level 3, April 27 to May 3. 


+ Featuring the music of Brazilian band, Guarana. 
+ Smooth Brazilian dance and Martial Arts moves 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 
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Package Includes Popcorn and Drinks, 
Parking Passes, Timezone Gamepass 
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Palace OKs list of priority investment areas 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. gram of the government in the Mindanao and broadened the projects for incentives "in the the projects categorized as engi- “We believe that given the right 
face of rising global competition. coverage of key economic activi- light of emerging developments.” neered products, ICT and social support and priorities, Mindanao 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo Тһе BOI finalized the 2003 IPP ties such as energy sourcing, lo- Тһе BOI also expanded cover- services to include moderniza- can continue to become a viable 
has approved the 2003 Invest- following a series of public сол. gistics, drugs, manufacturing and age of medicine projects to include tion projects. Roxas also noted site. Giving potential business ar- 
ment Priorities Plan drawn up by sultations. The IPP is the annual engineered products. the production of vaccines for ani- that the 2003 IPP would give spe- easin Mindanao a room to develop. 
the Board of Investments aimed listing of investment areas that Roxas said the groundwork for mal diseases and active substances cial emphasis on developing the and improve business confidence 
at spurring new capital flows into would get fiscal perks such as in- continuously implementing the for drugs. In the logistic activities tourism industry in the Au- can translate to good economic re- 
publishing and tourism. come tax holidays ranging from  govemments development pro- qualified for incentives, the BOI tonomous Region in Muslim Min- tums for the region,” Roxas said. 
Trade and Industry Secretary six to eight years. grams has been laid down last year. has included agriculture services, danao (ARMM) specifically Tawi- —"lesnotan easy task but we have to 
‘Manuel A. Roxas Il said the new The BOI had expanded its ^ Roxas said the BOI had includ- pipeline operations, and environ- Tawi, Marawi City in Lanao del do this to reduce problems in the 
IPP was crafted to support the 2003 IPP to include printing facil- ed state-of-the-art and high quali- mental service activities. Sur, Maguindanao and Isabela region arising from the social un- 
sustainable development pro- ities and tourism development in ty printing facilities as eligible The BOThas likewise expanded City, Basilan. restin the region." 


Roxas says World Bank wrong, SARS will not affect RP exports 


BAGUIO — ClTY—Government positive forecast to an “inventory til Decémber this year. perhaps lesser trade, but it won't healthy,” he said, after determin- generated in the same period (of 
economists believe the World build-up” in European markets Roxas acknowledged the eco- affect all countries uniformly. ing from Seipi that the industry's 2002) 
Bank's dire economic prediction that anticipated dividends from nomic downturn affecting China Last year, we had a very robust inventory orders were stable. Roxas also emphasized that 
for Severe Acute Respiratory Syn- the United States-led war on Iraq. and Hong Kong, after SARS dra- positive 8 or 9 percent in our ex- Ѕеірі is holding its annual gen- China's economic woes due to 
drome (SARS)-afflicted Asia isto- Тһе World Bank had scaled matically reduced travel and port number, while the export of eral assembly at the Camp John SARS had not reduced its trade 
tally wrong. down its growth forecast for the trade there, but he stressed thatit other countries were contrart- Hay importance to Asia and the mem- 
Trade Secretary Manuel Roxas country and the rest ofthe region was "much too early” to deter- ing,” hesaid. According to a DTI press state- bersofthe World Trade Organiza- 
Ш on Friday said the Philippines because of “external shocks” at- mine the impact on regional “We think that our exports will ment, the country’s exports “con- tion. 
has its own economists who are tributed to SARS and the war A trade. continue to be robust. As of my tinued to gain momentum as to- Не said the Philippines’ new 
certain that the country’s trade World Bank official on Thursday “1 agree with World Bank that meeting with the Semiconductor tal revenues for January and trade position with the growing 
would improve dramatically in seid SARS could effectively slow throughout the world, SARS will and Electronics Industry Philip- February this year hit $5.41 bil- economic giant had also not 
spite of SARS. Roxas said govem- down exportinventories of Asian have some sort of an effect be- pines Inc. (Seip) here (on Fri- lion representing a З percent in- changed. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
ment economists attributed the countries like the Philippines un- cause ћете will be lesser tourism, day), it's quite robust and crease over the $5.259 billion Northern Luzon Bureau 


Peso slides to 53.05 to $1 


By Doris C. Dumlao cent S&P downgrade, the contin- 
ued spread of SARS in Asia as 
THE PESO yesterday slid back to well as the depreciation of the 
the 53 level against the US dollar Japanese yen. 
оп jitters arising from Standard & Оп Thursday, S&P downgrad- 
Poor's recent credit-rating down- ed the Philippines long-term 
grade as well as the spillover of the sovereign credit rating to "BB" 
‘SARS outbreak on the Philippines. — from “BB plus," over concerns on 
The peso closed at the intraday the governments fragile fiscal 
low of 53.05 at the Philippine Deal- position. It also lowered the 
ing System yesterday from Thurs- short-term foreign currency rat- 
days close of 52.795 to the dollar, ing to “A-3” from "A-2", even as it 
falling back to the 53 level for the affirmed a “stable” outlook on the 
first time since the end ofthe three- long-term ratings, 
week war in Iraq, The downgrade likewise re- 
The weighted average of the sulted in the dramatic widening 
currency stood at 53.009 as of spreads of Philippine debt pa- 
against the previous бау 52.658 pers and further decline in the lo- 
to the dollar, while value cal stock marker. 
turnover fell to $119 million from “Investors аге also worried 
$128 million on Thursday. about the impact of SARS on Asian 
Chinatrust Commercial Bank economies,” Avante said, noting 
treasurer Roland Avante said the that the next resistance level for 
peso took a beating from the re- the dollar would be at 53.20. 


HE as ы: F : ^UE Excise taxes and car prices 
a Sierat V E - Sa By Raul C. Dancel gine displacements that are big- 
ҮТҮЕ; i ger than normal cars. 
CONGRESS is currently hammer- The existing tax system is, 
РИЦ ing out a law that will overhaul therefore, based on engine dis- 
W h M d [0] C EO S | ove go If f the excise tax system on the local placement and fuel type. 
auto industry. Gasoline engines with a dis- 
7 ; 4} One good thing about itis that placement of up to 1,600 cc and 
It S that fee | 1 ng d it will ultimately diesel engines 
bring down the BUSINESS 101 with a displace- 
. prices of passen- ment of 1,800 
of perfect timin g { ger cars, like the Toyota Corolla ce currently carry a 15-регсепс 
E and Honda Civic, which are cur- excise tax. Gasoline engines with 
rently worth at least P620,000. a displacement of between 1,601 
Toyota and Honda are already сс and 2,000 cc and diesel en- 
set to introduce two new subcom- gines with a displacement of 
pacts—the Toyota Soluna Vios 1,801 cc to 2,300 cc—the most 
and Honda City—to take full ad- common type of engines used on 
vantage of the new tax system іп the road—are slapped a 35-per- 
case Congress gets around to ap- cent excise tax. 
proving it. These models are ex- Gasoline engines with a displace- 
pected to retail for about ment of 2,001 cc to 2,700 cc and 
P500,000 to P600,000. diesel engines with a displacement 
The downside is that the new of 2,301 cc to 3,000 cc are levied a 
system will make Asian-utility ve- —SO-percent excise tax. Gasoline en- 
hicles, like the Toyota Revo and gines with a displacement of over 
Isuzu Crosswind, more expensive. 2,701 cc-power-trains of cars carry 
AUV prices may hit the Pl-million а 100-percent excise tax. 
luxury benchmark. ‘AUVs are currently exempted 
A gray area is whether the gov- from excise taxes. 
erment will indeed eam as т : 
muchas it expects from the new Removing tax exemptions 
excise tax system. Congress is currently working 
* Й оп two bills that remove engine 
Indirect taxation displacement as a basis for the ex- 
‘An excise tax is an indirect tax cise tax system, replacing it instead 
charged on the sale ofa particular with the net manufacturer's price. 
We tot ple BEAR AN good Itis considered tobe an in. Senate Bill No. 2157 and House 
ground. Want that synchronised feeling? direct form of taxation since it Bill No, 5719 prescribe a 3-percent 
el ae ` does not involve the government excise tax on vehicles worth up to 
directly taxing people. P500,000. For vehicles worth 
‘These taxes can be categorized Р500,000 to Pl million, the tax 
For more information, please call into two categories by their struc- rate is: P15,000, plus 15 percent of 
ture: ad valorem, a fixed percent- the value in excess of P500,000. 
5383 нй age charged on a particular good; Cars worth P1 million to P2 million 
1-800-10-PICK-UPS, and, specific, a fixed amount will carry a tax rate of P90,000, 
based on the quantity purchased. plus30 percent of the value in ex- 
In recent years, excise tax has cess of PI million. Vehicles worth 
been used to describe just about over P2 million will have a tax rate 
every tax except income tax. of P390,000, plus 50 percent of the 
Excise taxes are referred to as value in excess of P2 million. 
“sin taxes" because they are essen- Ше new tax system is approved, 
tially penalties for excesses and a compact sedan with a net manu- 
are usually levied on luxury items, factrers price of P650,000 will be 
‘such as alcohol and tobacco. worth about P687,500—P650,000, 
In the local auto industry, the plus P15,000 and 15 percent of the 
concept ofluxury has been equat- value in excess of P500,000, in this 
ed with engine size. The assump- case, 15 percent of P150,000, or 
tion is that the bigger the engine, P22,500. 
the more it pollutes the environ- — In the existing tax structure, 
mentand should, therefore, carry the same car will be worth 
a hefty tax to discourage theiruse around P877,500. 
or consumption It is also held Вот bills remove the AUV's 
hat husiy cars often hase e бал exempi status 
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By Marge C. Enriquez 


BEFORE SARS, an epidemic misery born of 
indifference had already spread across the 
country. 

Call itboredom. 

People turn to this one unproductive activi- 
ty to fil the emptiness in their lives: On a day- 
to-day basis, Filipinos gossip, turning to { ru 
fiende orto media-all those talk shows and DEI By 
gossip columns-to try and sate seemingly un- IDEEL 
quenchable appetites to be aroused. 

What we see and hear have instant conse- 
quences, not only on the personal level but al- 
зо on our environment. Images and stories in- 
fluence our thoughts and have the potential 
to either expand or constrict our horizons. 

But why the penchant for gossip? 

“To gossip or criticize other people is to be 
immature,” says British life coach Denise 
Lawrence, “because you haven't understood 
the dynamics going on in them. Gossiping 
and criticizing aren't going to accomplish 
anything except getting people against you. 
‘To be mature means you're not going to point 
your finger and say, ‘This one is like this. This 
опе is like that.” It's none of your business. It 
means you are not focusing on yourself; 
avoiding what you have to deal with. It’s a 
waste of time, Who are you to throw 
stones?" 

Lawrence considers gossip an addiction. 

“You don't want to Бе in your normal state. 
Addictions stop you from listening to your 
conscience. It anaesthesizes and reduces 
your judgement," explains Lawrence. “Спі. 
cism and gossip take you away from your 
true self. You go into denial. Most people 
don't like to really see themselves because 
whatever is on their conscience is sure to 
come tip. Actually that is what you have to 
confront and decide to do something about. 
A person’s duty is to keep the mind as clear as 
possible.” 


Wasteful subjects 

Over tea recently, a socialite revealed that 
ladies’ lunches could be boring if the conver- 
sations were shallow. This socialite is exposed 
to influential leaders and intellectuals who 
discuss international terrorism and public af- 
fairs as a matter of course. She finds inane 
such “common” subjects as who is sleeping 
with whom, or the latest cat fight. 

hate to gossip,” she said, noting that in- 
telligent people exchanged ideas while ordi- 
nary people talked about mundane events. “If 
you discuss a person's problems or what 
brings him down, the listeners will remain 
feeling bad after the lunch. I'd rather listen to 
a 92-year-old lady relate what she's learned 
about life." 

Studies have been made to demonstrate 
the link between stories told by a society and 
the culture subsequently created by those 
who listened to those narratives. The studies 
showed that thoughts of a certain kind create 
a certain type of behavior. If our conversa- 
tions and media fare have high aspirations, 
those will translate into the positive actions 
we take and the stories we tell. In turn, other 
people will respond to us positively. On the 
other hand, if we will read about or hear gos- 
Sip, don’t we just feel that the newspaper item 
left a bad taste in the mouth or that the TV 
talk show validated the medium as an idiot 
box? 

This level of communication leads to a 
blank wall, if we're lucky. If not, word gets to 
the other party being talked about, and that 
spells adversity. 

If we want to see some improvement in our 
quality of living, we can start by changing the 
quality of our conversations or the way we 
disseminate information. 

16 this viewpoint too idealistic? Some E E i 
columnists have said at one point or another " 
that they got feedback from readers only if the Din C 
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By Marge C. Enriquez 


ГОТТОР 


BEFORE SARS, an epidemic misery born of 
indifference had already spread across the 
country. 

Call it boredom. 

People turn to this one unproductive activi- 
tyto Й the emptiness in their lives: On a day- 
to-day basis, Filipinos gossip, turning to 
friends or to media-all those talk shows and 
gossip columns-to try and sate seemingly un- 
quenchable appetites to be aroused. 

‘What we see and hear have instant conse- 
quences, not only on the personal level but al- 
so on our environment. Images and stories in- 
fluence our thoughts and have the potential 
to either expand or constrict our horizons. 

But why the penchant for gossip? 

“To gossip or criticize other people is to be 
immature,” says British life coach Denise 
Lawrence, “because you haven't understood 
the dynamics going on in them. Gossiping 
and criticizing aren't going to accomplish 
anything except getting people against you. 
‘To be mature means you're not going to point 
your finger and say, ‘This one is like this. This 
one is like that.’ It's none of your business. It 
means you are not focusing on yourself, 
avoiding what you have to deal with. Its a 
waste of time, Who are you to throw 
stones?” 

Lawrence considers gossip an addiction. 

“You don't want to be in your normal state. 
Addictions stop you from listening to your 
conscience. It anaesthesizes and reduces 
your judgement,” explains Lawrence. "Criti- 
cism and gossip take you away from your 
true self, You go into denial. Most people 
don't like to really see themselves because 
whatever is on their conscience is sure to 
come up. Actually that is what you have to 
confront and decide to do something about. 
Aperson's duty is to keep the mind as clear as 
possible.” 


Wasteful subjects 

Over tea recently, a socialite revealed that 
ladies’ lunches could be boring if the conver- 
sations were shallow. This socialite is exposed 
to influential leaders and intellectuals who 
discuss international terrorism and public af- 
fairs as a matter of course. She finds inane 
such "common" subjects as who is sleeping 
with whom, or the latest cat fight. 

"I hate to gossip,” she said, noting that in- 
telligent people exchanged ideas while ordi- 
nary people talked about mundane events. "If 
you discuss a person's problems or what 
brings him down, the listeners will remain 
feeling bad after the lunch. I'd rather listen to 
а 92-year-old lady relate what she's learned 
about life." 

Studies have been made to demonstrate 
the link between stories told by a society and 
the culture subsequently created by those 
who listened to those narratives, The studies 
showed that thoughts of a certain kind create 
a certain type of behavior. If our conversa- 
tions and media fare have high aspirations, 
those will translate into the positive actions 
‘we take and the stories we tell. In turn, other 
people will respond to us positively. On the 
other hand, if we will read about or hear gos- 
sip, don’t we just feel that the newspaper item 
left a bad taste in the mouth or that the TV 
talk show validated the medium as an idiot 
box? 

This level of communication leads to a 
blank wall, if we're lucky. If not, word gets to 
the other party being talked about, and that 
spells adversity. 

Jf we want to see some improvement in our 
quality of living, we can start by changing the 
quality of our conversations or the way we 
disseminate information. 

Is this viewpoint too idealistic? Some 
columnists have said at one point or another 
that they got feedback from readers only if the. 


subjects they last tackled were about vani- 
ties-how to lose weight, or how to lighten 
dark armpits-or blind items. 

But truth to tell, there are readers who are 
not embarrassed to appreciate, and ask for, 
quality information, They admit to a thirst for 
stories that make them "think again,” hope- 
fully transform their perception of the world, 
and make them see the future, 
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BEFORE SARS, an epidemic misery born of 
indifference had already spread across the 
country. 

Call it boredom. 

People turn to this one unproductive activi- Ё * 
ty to fill the emptiness in their lives: On a day- NRI pM 
to-day basis, Filipinos gossip, turning to 2 
friends or to media-all those talk shows and 
gossip columns-to try and sate seemingly un- 
quenchable appetites to be aroused. 

What we see and hear have instant conse- 
quences, not only on the personal level butal- || 
so on our environment. Images and stories in- 
fluence our thoughts and have the potential 
to either expand or constrict our horizons. 

But why the penchant for gossip? 

"To gossip or criticize other people is to be 
immature,” says British life coach Denise 
Lawrence, "because you haven't understood 
the dynamics going on in them. Gossiping 
and criticizing aren't going to accomplish 
anything except getting people against you. 
‘To be mature means you're not going to point 
your finger and say, ‘This one is like this. This 
one is like that.’ It's none of your business. It 
means you are not focusing on yourself, 
avoiding what you have to deal with. Its a 
waste of time, Who are you to throw 
Stones?" 

Lawrence considers gossip an addiction. 

"You don't want to be in your normal state. 
Addictions stop you from listening to your 
conscience, lt anaesthesizes and reduces 
your judgement," explains Lawrence, “Criti- 
cism and gossip take you away from your 
true self, You go into denial. Most people 
don't like to really see themselves because 
whatever is on their conscience is sure to 
come up. Actually that is what you have to 
confront and decide to do something about. 
A person's duty is to keep the mind as clear as 
possible." 


Wasteful subjects 

Over tea recently, a socialite revealed that 
ladies lunches could be boring if the conver- 
sations were shallow. This socialite is exposed 
to influential leaders and intellectuals who 
discuss international terrorism and public af- 
fairs as a matter of course, She finds inane 
such “common” subjects as who is sleeping 
with whom, or the latest catfight. 

“I hate to gossip,” she said, noting that in- 
telligent people exchanged ideas while ordi- 
nary people talked about mundane events. “If 
you discuss a person's problems or what 
brings him down, the listeners will remain 
feeling bad after the lunch. l'd rather listen to 
а 92-year-old lady relate what she's learned 
about life." 

Studies have been made to demonstrate 
the link between stories told by a society and 
the culture subsequently created by those 
who listened to those narratives. The studies 
showed that thoughts of a certain kind create. 
a certain type of behavior. If our conversa- 
tions and media fare have high aspirations, 
those will translate into the positive actions 
we take and the stories we tell. In turn, other 
people will respond to us positively. On the 
other hand, if we will read about or hear gos- 
Sip, don't we just feel that the newspaper item 
left a bad taste in the mouth or that rhe TV 
talk show validated the medium as an idiot 
box? 

This level of communication leads to a 
blank wall, if we're lucky If not, word gets to 
the other party being talked about, and that 
spells adversity, 

If we want to see some improvement in our 
quality of living, we can start by changing the 
quality of our conversations or the way we 
disseminate information. 

Is this viewpoint too idealistic? Some 
columnists have said at one point or another 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 
—€— майдынн Барута 
Copy Editor Emmie б. Velarde 

Art Director Antonio Salac Santos 

Graphic Artist Genie L, Lagman 


E-mail: pr_elan@inquirer.com.ph 
pdi elanGinquirer.com ph. 


AN 


^ y : \ 
| 


"Trend conscious. EB 


epo dep Э Buy now and get a FREE О: CD 


ties-how to lose weight, or how to lighten 


Len Or bind UNE а collection of classic favorites from Dionne Warwick, Aretha Franklin, Sarah Vaughan and тоте! 


: \\\\ 
your FREE CD, simply present and surrender your receipt and the top flap of the Bellady Decore pack at any Tower Records AA 
But uth to tell there are readers who are E О ОК Л КШ || 
not embarrassed to appreciate, and ask for, шө Makati Cty. Te CD wit be Sent 1O you via cour He o enarge АП requems lor couner shouldbe recened by Wella 


as vo: 
quality information, They admit to а thirst for two weeks lta’ the promo pared Hur Te oller funs m March 110 Ма 31 2003 on hdd cd 


stories that make them “think again,” hope- 


fully transform their perception of the world, Promo extended until May.31, 2003! 


and make them see the future, 


Par DOH BFN Pai No, 0059, Sues of 2003 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER TUTTI SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 iC 


с к BE SAE pou atcp 


Editor Marge Enriquez Copy Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


Art Director Antonio Salac Santos 
Graphic Artist Genie L. Lagman 
E-mail: pr. elaninquirer.com.ph. 


pal_elan@inquirer.com.ph 


Boredom 9 If we want to improve our 


quality of living, 


gossip, "7 
е of our conversations and 
de adlier the way we disseminate 


information 


=. Trend conscious 


than 
SAR 


By Marge C. Enriquez 


BEFORE SARS, an epidemic misery born of ur pe 3 
indifference had already spread across the NE TA AT о Monat ы 
country с s etween long - 

Call itboredom. Шош yee es nó ü can feel, The secret lies In its 

People turn to this one unproductive activi- | i б xt 
ty to fill the emptiness in their lives: On a day- ч 
to-day basis, Filipinos gossip, turning to 
friends or to media-all those talk shows and 
gossip columns-to try and sate seemingly un- 
quenchable appetites to be aroused. 

What we see and hear have instant conse- 
quences, not only on the personal level but al- 
so on our environment. Images and stories in- 
fluence our thoughts and have the potential 
to either expand or constrict our horizons, 

But why the penchant for gossip? 

“To gossip or criticize other people is to be 
immature,” says British life coach Denise 
Lawrence, “because you haven't understood 
the dynamics going on in them. Gossiping 
and criticizing aren't going to accomplish 
anything except getting people against you. 
‘To be mature means you're not going to point 
your finger and say, This one is like this. This 
One is like that.” It's none of your business. It 
means you are not focusing on yourself, 
avoiding what you have to deal with. It's a 
waste of time. Who are you to throw 
stones?” 

Lawrence considers gossip an addiction. 

“You don’t want to be in your normal state. 
Addictions stop you from listening to your 
conscience. It anaesthesizes and reduces 
your judgement,” explains Lawrence, “Criti- 
cism and gossip take you away from your 
true self, You go into denial, Most people 
don't like to really see themselves because 
whatever is on their conscience is sure to 
come up. Actually that is what you have to 
confront and decide to do something about. 
A person's duty is to keep the mind as clear as 
possible.” 


Wasteful subjects 

Over tea recently, a socialite revealed that 
ladies’ lunches could be boring if the conver- 
sations were shallow. This socialite is exposed 
to influential leaders and intellectuals who 
discuss international terrorism and public af- 
faiss as a matter of course. She finds inane 
such "common" subjects as who is sleeping 
with whom, or he latest cat fight. 

"T hate to gossip,” she said, noting that in- 
telligent people exchanged ideas while ordi- 
nary people talked about mundane events. "If 
you discuss a persons problems or what 
brings him down, the listeners will remain 
feeling bad after the lunch. 18 rather listen to 
a 92-year-old lady relate what shes learned 
about life." 

Studies have been made to demonstrate 
the link between stories told by a society and 
the culture subsequently created by those 
who listened to those narratives The studies 
showed that thoughts of a certain kind create. 
a certain type of behavior. If our conversa- 
ions and media fare have high aspirations, 
those will translate into the positive actions 
we take and the stories we tell. In turn, other 
people will respond to us positively. On the 
other hand, if we will read about or hear gos- 
sip, don't we just feel that the newspaper item 
left a bad taste in the mouth or that the TV 
talk show validated the medium as an idiot 
box? 

This level of communication leads to a 
blank wall, if we're lucky. If not, word gets to 
the other party being talked about, and that 
spells adversity, 

Ifwe want to see some improvement in our 
quality of living, we can start by changing the 
quality of our conversations or the way we 
disseminate information. 

Is this viewpoint too idealistic? Some 
columnists have said at one point or another $ 
that they got feedback from readers only if the d FR E E Diu С 
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“THERE are no more sugar barons 


around here,” Marilyn “Lyn” Bue- 1 stopped. I was misunderstood; І In 1978, she became M 
naflor Gamboa says. felt like a foreigner.” Inshort, she of the Silay City Arts Assoca- 
We are out on the terrace of her finely ap- began to’ leam women tion, Inc. (SCAAD, which went | 
pointed home in Silay City, a 20-minute ride da talk-“maids, children, our on to become the main vehicle 
northwards from Bacolod, capital of Negros homes, what else?" for the revival of the arts in the 
Occidental, “But there is a new baronship, so 4 There were other things that city 
to speak, a better-than-ever breed that is more . made Gamboa stick out like a — With Gamboa's closely cult 
socially aware and maka-tao (pro-people),” 3 sore thumb in Silay. The way she vated contacts in the Cultural 
Gamboa is representative of modern well- C |. donned shorts as daily wear, her Center of the Philippines (CCP) 
heeled Negros now imbued not only with a ` parties, and the way she spoke and such local ballet enthusi- 
sense of social responsibility but also with ап 1} i were all met with quizzical looks, asts as Inday Gaston Mafiosa 
acute awareness of what this province in the very least. “When Ifirst ar- and Rene Dimacali, the SCAT 
‘was-and is-all about and what it means, real- \ rived, I spoke like an American, managed to have the CCP de- 
Jy, to bea Negrense. & People around me either stayed sign a stage that would meet 
Much of the overall effort to remind people away or laughed at me,” she says, professional theater and ballet 
in Silay-once known as the “Paris of Ne- “I was also thought of as а tight- specifications for the Natalio 
gros'-of the province's rich cultural heritage - wad because the first party I Velez Sports and Cultural Cen- 
can be attributed to Gamboa and many oth- ` threw for my eldest kid was your - terin Silay. 
ers in the often thankless and frustrating job basic hotdogs, cake and icecream Also in the 1970s, Gamboa, 
they have embarked on and continue to per- „2, affair” Dimacali and the SCAAI spear- 
severe in. In Negros, she leamed later, headed а zarzuela festival 
Tn 1987, with the Vanquish of the Marcos of‘ any occasion-even the birthday which, to this day, draws 
dictatorship and spurred by fresh, bright ә of ayear-old-was cause forafam- crowds to the city annually, in à 
hopes of better things to come, a small band = ily to tum out its heirloom dishes November. SCAAI arranged for $ 
‘composed of Agustin Montilla Ш, Cristina m and best pastries, along with a ‘the CCP to conduct seminars 
Loarca Montelibano, and Gamboa, among ed s i whole roast cow, a lechon or two and workshops on various as- 
others, put together the Negros Cultural <i р e Sa,’ and, more often than not, wine pects of theater production for 
Foundation (NCF). It was initially chaired eer з andotheralcoholiclibations. Апі local thespians. In 1992 
by architect Leandro V Locsin, National Artist she leamed ёш. td noe "Mamrris Man бай ang Kale 
and anative of Silay. After his demise in 1994, à chons and other things on atable may (Sugar is Sweet, After 
Purita Kalaw Ledesma took over. й groaning with food the following АШ," a zarzuela produced by ў 
‘The NCF is a non-stock, non-profit organi- year!” local sugar workers won nt 
zation established for the main purpose of В Because she played neither Prize in the ССР First Nation- } 
awakening interest and pride in Negros’ cul- 1 ү golf nor mahjong-the top two al Theater Festival, 
tural past through various activities. $ р Pastimes among her peers-Gam- ул Gemboa's current highs Ù 
Í boa had a lot of free time during and lows fluctuate, depending | 
her early days in Negros. “But one оп the amount of support she { 
gift I have is that I can be any- can get from a short donor list 
where and find solace; 1 refused іп constant need of plumbing 
to feel sorry for myself” She and expansion, for the causes 
sought and found very good she and bosom friends as 
friends among women who had Cristina and Mara Montelibano 
EXPORTER i Marilyn “Lyn” Buenaflor Gamboa,a been similarly transplanted to ате passionately committed to, 
modernwell-hecled Negrense with Negrosby virtueofmarriage. | particularly the maintenance | 
of Negros Museum. 


By Teddy Y. Montelibano 
Contributor 
(Third of six parts) 


Crown jewels quarters. As we move through the  cestral homes, has been designat- Worthwhile diversions Gamboa beams as she recalls. 
‘The foundation's “crown jewels” are the maze of construction work, her edahistoricalsiebytheNational Among those she became clos- the checks she received on a 
Balay Negrense lifestyle museum in Silay and impassioned spiel about Negros, Historical Institute. Manyofthem est with was Maggie Parsons. “We Tegular basis from former Ne~ 
the Negros Museum in Bacolod, Balay Ne-- her museum-related labors, and still habitable, the ancestral Would spend practically the 8199 (3rd district) solon Ed- 
grense is the restored ancestral home of Don other things besides leave me homes were built by the city’s whole day together and one day Ward Matti. “He was the first to 
Victor Gaston, whose family brought sugar to quite out of breath. I maintain most prominentfamiliesatleasta Maggie, who also tried to mix ive us support; he understood 
the Philippines. The Negros Museum is that most Negrenses are laid- centuryago. Ў with the locals, invited some ап appreciated what we were 
housed in the stunning and historic neo-clas- back-butnotthisone. —— . Once Negros Occidental’s ma- Plantets to a party in her home, doing,” she says, even as she 
sical provincial capitol building. Then again, Gamboa is not jor port, the Silay that Gamboa She also served American-style acknowledges similar support 
Constructed in 1898 through 1903, the strictly from Negros. She was initially experienced wastheVeri food-sandwiches and soup. Her {0m past Negros gover- 
1,000 square-meter,two-storeyGaston ances. born and raised in Tarlac, home- tablecenterofthecountryssugar guests were soon heading for otS-Allredo — Montelibano, 
tral manse, has an open veranda on the sec. toWnofherfatherwhoisapromi- industryandhometomany ofthe their own homes because they Daniel Lacson and Lito Coscol- 
ond floor and a garden with balustrades atop nent lawyer. Her mother from province's economic, intellectual were hungry!” luela-and the incumbent, 
the roof It is a clear glimpse of a bygone era, Pontevedra, Negros Occidental, and cultural elite at atime when "Gamboa found some other Joseph Maranon. 
particularly of the lestyle of Negros’ upper тап а music school in theirhouse wealth from sugar-a protected worthwhile activities, such as Stl, running and maintain- 
lass. Gaston'sheirs had donated the property Where piano, violin and voice commodity fetching handsome Jearning the fine art of embroi- iNg a museum is a very expen- 
to the Philippine Tourism Authority (PTA) lessons were taught and where -pricesin the US market-was atits dery from a grand old Castilian Зе undertaking, and she con- 
which then endorsed it to the Silay City gov. live concerts, Байез and plays peak. ў lady, Dona Monserrat Viaplana, Stantly wishes they had more 
ernment, which ultimately entrusted it to the Werestaged. Performing artists of ^ In the early 1960s, Silay was whose students in the craft in. generous benefactors, “We're 
NCE the time, including Silay-born in- elegant, proud, fine, and cos- cluded women from all age helping the government by ed- 
On the other hand, the Negros Museum, ternational operasinger Conchita mopolitan,evenasitcouldbear- Srackers including Gamboss ucating the children, making 
mostly through the plodding efforts of both Gaston and ballet dancer Inday rogant, old fashioned, conserva- own mother-in-law. “Thad all my tem aware of their heritage,’ 
Gamboa and Montelibano, and with the help Gaston Mafiosa, and other tive, snobbish and “crabbish” in four children dress up in my Gamboa says. "Unless you 
of occasional donors, now houses several gal- Visayan artists such as violinist. mentality-really typical of simi- hondembroidered creations un- КОЛО” where you're coming 
егез. For art exhibitions there are the Phin- Gil Lopez-Kabayao and concert lar enclaves elsewhere in the til, by about nine years old, they ТОТ, how can you be a better 
ma Gallery and Gallery Blanco. And then Pianist Nena del Rosario Vil- country and, indeed, elsewhere were all tired of looking alike and Person?” 
there are the Governors Gallery, the Cinco de lanueva, came to perform in the in the world. Lyn Gamboa’s Started rebelling. But they looked „ ЭНЕ states her case clearly: 
Noviembre Gallery featuring art works de- Buenaflors'sala. Western ways initially made her о cute! And I would embroider "The Museum is not mine, or 
picting Negros’ revolt in 1898 against the Thus, Gamboa was not a the target of many an arched like mad, staying up till mid. for just one sector; it is for all 
Spaniards, and JGM Gallery of International Stranger to Negros culture when, brow in the tightly-knit enclave. piso" the people of Negros. I am 
Polk Art and Toys showcasing some 3,000 in 1961, after five years of studies Almost everything abouther was "Alco, fortunately, she and her Calling on those who are in a 
toys from over 60 countries. The latter, which іп the United States, she married commented upon, and the com- husband were wide readers. Tele. Position to help, including our 
came with a million-peso endowment, was hacendero Nil Gamboa and set- ments were not always flatter- vision had reached rural Silay in 51025. We know you are busy 
donated by Mara Montelibano, and currently Чей in Silay to raise a family. ing. “I was outspoken, I liked to the 1960s, but there were a few With physical infrastructure. 
benefits from her active physical presence. bish, ‘crabbish’ drink whisky with the menfolk, channels, and nothing much to But can you please also help 
‘The indefatigable Gamboa gives this writer SNObbish, ‘crabbis! until [realized itwasnot accept Watch. And then she gotinvolved build the infrastructure of 
‘tour of what will soon be the Museum's new Old-rich Silay, withover30an- able in local society. So 1 in Silays arts and culture scene, People’s hearts and minds? 


Doing the locomotion 


MOST of the locomotives today are run by diesel fuel, but two. 
S Sean engine locomotives thar пэс азе A уыш rd | 
of sugar processing, are still functional. In Silay City, the | 
steam-engine locomotives run inside the Hawaiian-Philip- 
pines Company's (HPCO) 60-kilometer network. 

During the Commonwealth Era ia Negros, sugar cane was 
transported by imported steam locomotives from haciendas to 
sugar mills. These steam engine locomotives plied one main 
line to collect as much cane from around their milling dis- ! 
tricts. Other lateral lines that were part of a network of sugar , 
farms had their own railway system, albeit for smaller wagons 
that had the same function-to load the main steam engine 
with canes for the mills. > 

‘Assembled by the great train builders of Baldwin, Philadel- 
phia in 1908, the steam-engine locomotive was acquired in 
1918 when the HCPO mill was incorporated by its original 
founders, the Welch-Fairchild & Company. 

HPCO was acquired by Theo'H. Davis & Co. in 1948, and in 

3 |} 1974 the mill was purchased by the Jardine Davis Со, which 
Ode to nature today maintains the only two existing steam engine locomo- 
STAND out in this outfit of contrasting ^ | tives in the Philippines. These two “iron dinosaurs" are the 
warm and cool colors by Dita Sandico- } cultural icons in this genteel enclave of migrant families from 
Ong. The designer will hold a fashion | Iloilo, in the neighboring Panay Island. Adrian Lizares 


ae eee Rl Tor deis eal ie, | For inquiries on the steam engine locomotives John P Etabag, hu- 


И m: source manager, HPCO 034-4952085 il 
а сас) Te fini ee Uie "THE OLDEST steam engine train still runs in Negros. 
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"THERE are no more sugar barons 
around here," Marilyn "Lyn" Bue- 
naflor Gamboa says. 

We are out on the terrace of her finely ap- 
pointed home in Silay City a 20-minute ride 
northwards from Bacolod, capital of Negros 
Occidental, “But there is a new baronship, so 
to speak, a better-than-ever breed that is more made Gamboa stick out like a With Gamboa's closely culti- 
socially aware and maka-tao (pro-people)." sore thumb in Silay. The way she vated contacts in the Cultural 

Gamboa is representative of modern well- | donned shorts as daily wear, her Center ofthe Philippines (CCP) 
heeled Negros now imbued not only with а 4 parties, and the way she spoke and such local ballet enthusi- 
sense of social responsibility but also with an were all met with quizzical looks, asts as Inday Gaston Mafiosa 
acute awareness of what this province E in the very least. "When I firstar- and Rene Dimacali, the SCAAI 
was-and is-all about and what it means, real- rived, I spoke like an American. managed to have the CCP de- 
ly, to bea Negrense. People around me either stayed sign a stage that would meet 

Much of the overall effort to remind people zi 7 away or laughed at me,” she says. professional theater and ballet 
in Silay-once known as the "Paris of Ne- ; ў “Iwas also thought of as a tight- specifications for the Natalio 
gros'"-of the province's rich cultural heritage wad because the first party І Velez Sports and Cultural Cen- 
can be attributed to Gamboa and many oth- threw for my eldest kid was your ter in Silay. 
ers in the often thankless and frustrating job basic hotdogs, cake and icecream Also in the 1970s, Gamboa, 
they have embarked on and continue to per- affair’ Dimacali and the SCAAI spear- 
severe in. gt In Negros, she leamed later, headed а zarzuela festival 

In 1987, with the vanquish of the Marcos Ж, i i \ amy occasion-even the birthday which, to this day, draws 
dictatorship and spurred by fresh, bright с Zz gj, ofa year-old-was cause fora fam- crowds to the city annually, in 
hopes of better things to come, a small band = ily to turn out its heirioom dishes "November. SCAAI arranged for 
composed of Agustin Montilla Ш, Cristina mU and best pastries, along with a the CCP to conduct seminars 
Loarea Montelibano, and Gamboa, among "e A "whole roast cow, а lechon or two and workshops on various as- 
others, put together the Negros Cultural i A and, more often than not, wine pects of theater production for 

Foundation (NCF). It was initially chaired = z and other alcoholiclibations.And local thespians. In 1992 
by architect Leandro V Locsin, National Artist she learned fast. “I had two le- “Matam-is Man Gali ang Kala- 
and a native of Silay. After his demise in 1994, chons and other things ona table may (Sugar is Sweet, After 
Purita Kalaw Ledesma took over. groaning with food the following AID," a zarzuela produced by 

‘The NCF is a non-stock, non-profit organi- year!” local sugar workers won Ist 
zation established for the main purpose of a Because she played neither Prize in the CCP's First Nation- 
awakening interest and pride in Negros’ cul- ae р j golf nor mahjong-the top two al Theater Festival. 
tural past through various activities. T pastimes among herpeers-Gam- Пуп Gamboa' current highs 

4 boa had a lot of free time during and lows fluctuate, depending 
her early days in Negros. “But one on the amount of support she 
gift I have is that I can be апу. can get from a short donor list 
"where and find solace; I refused іп constant need of plumbing 
to feel sorry for myself” She and expansion, for the causes 
sought and found very good she and bosom friends as 
friends among women who had Cristina and Mara Montelibano 

EXPORTER Marilyn “Lyn” Buenaflor Gamboa,a been similarly transplanted fo are passionately committed to, 
modern well-heeled Negrense with Negros by virtue of marriage. | particularly the maintenance 
a sense of responsiblity. of Negros Museum. 


stopped. I was misunderstood; І In 1978, she became President 

felt like а foreigner.” Inshort, she of the Silay City Arts Assoca- 

began 0’ learn women tion, Inc. (SCAAN), which went 

talk-“maids, children, our onto become the main vehicle 

homes, what else?” for the revival ofthe arts in the 
There were other things that city 


PHOTOBY ERNIE U SABHENTO, 


By Teddy Y. Montelibano 
Contributor 
(Third ofsix parts) 


quarters, Aswe move through the cestral homes, has been designat- Worthwhile diversions Gamboa beams as she recalls 
"he foundation's “crown jewels” are the maze of construction work, her edahistorical sitebytheNational Among those she became clos- the checks she received on a 
Balay Negrense lifestyle museum in Silay and impassioned spiel about Negros, Historical Institute. Manyofthem est with was Maggie Parsons. “We Te8ular basis from former Ne- 
the Negros Museum in Bacolod. Balay Ne- her museum-related labors, and still habitable, the ancestral would spend practically the 89S (3:4 district) solon Ed- 
grense is the restored ancestral home of Don Other things besides leave me homes were built by the city’s whole day together and one day Ward Marti. “He was the first to 
Victor Gaston, whose family brought sugarto quite out of breath. 1 maintain mostprominentfamiliesatleasta Maggie, who also tried to mix Уб US support; he understood 
the Philippines. The Negros Museum is that most Negrenses are laid- centuryago. 3 with the locals, invited some And appreciated what we were 
housed in the stunning and historic neo-clas- back-butnotthisone. —— . Once Negros Occidental's ma- Planters to a party in her home. 80108, she says, even as she 
sical provincial capitol building. Then again, Gamboa is not jor port, the Silay that Gamboa She also served American-style acknowledges similar support 
Constructed in 1898 through 1903, the Strictly from Negros. She was initially experienced was theveri- food sandwiches and soup. Her ПОШ past Negros gover- 
1,000 square-meter, two-storey Gaston ances- born and raised in Tarlac, home- tablecenterofthecountry'ssuger guests were soon heading for POts-Aliredo Montelibano, 
tral manse, has an open veranda on the sec- townofherfatherwhoisapromi- industryandhometomanyofthe their own homes because they Daniel Lacson and Lito Coscol- 
ond floor and a garden with balustrades atop Rent lawyer. Her mother, from province's economic, intellectual were hungry!” luela-and the incumbent, 
the roof. It isa clear glimpse of a bygone era, Pontevedra, Negros Occidental, and cultural elite at a time when “Gamboa found some other Joseph Maranon. ї 
particularly of the lifestyle of Negros upper тапа music school in their house wealth from sugar-a protected worthwhile activities, such as | Stil, running and maintain- 
Class. Gaston's heirs had donated the property Where piano, violin and voice commodity fetching handsome earning the fine art of embroi, iN a museum іза very expen- 
to the Philippine Tourism Authority (PTA) lessons were taught and where prices inthe USmarket-wasatits dery from a grand old Castillian sive undertaking, and she con- 
which then endorsed it to the Silay City gov- live concerts, ballets and plays peak lady Dona Monserrat Viaplana, stantly wishes they had more 
ernment, which ultimately entrusted it to the Were staged. Performing artists of Іп the early 1960s, Silay was whose students in the craft ір. generous benefactors. “We're 
NCE the time, including Silay-born in- elegant, proud, fine, and cos- cluded women from all age helping the government by ed- 
On the other hand, the Negros Museum, ternational opera singer Conchita mopolitan, even asitcouldbear- prackets-including  Gamboa's 40018 the children, making 
mostly through the plodding efforts of both Gaston and ballet dancer Inday rogant, old fashioned, conserva- own mother-in-law. “I had all my them aware of their heritage,” 
Gamboa and Montelibano, and with the help Gaston Mafiosa, and other tive, snobbish and “crabbish” in four children dress up in my Gamboa says. "Unless you 
of occasional donors, now houses several gal- Visayan artists such as violinist- mentality-really typical of simi- hand-embroidered creations un- KNOW where you're coming 
leries. For art exhibitions there are the Phin- Gil Lopez-Kabayao and concert lar enclaves elsewhere in the til, by about nine years old, they from, how can you be a better 
ma Gallery and Gallery Blanco. And then pianist Nena del Rosario Vil- country and, indeed, elsewhere were all tired of looking alike and Person? 
there are the Governors’ Gallery, the Cinco de lanueva, came to perform in the in the world. Lyn Gamboa’s started rebelling. But they looked , She states her case clearly: 
Noviembre Gallery featuring art works de- Puenallors'sala. Western ways initially made her о cute! And | would embroider "The Museum is not mine, or 
picting Negros revolt in 1898 against the Thus, Gamboa was not a the target of many an arched Jike mad, staying up till mid- fot just one sector; itis for all 
Spaniards, and JGM Gallery of International Stranger to Negros culture when, brow in the tightly-knit enclave. тыл the people of Negros. I am 
Folk Art and Toys showcasing some 3,000 in 1961, after five years ofstudies Almosteverything aboutherwas "Also, fortunately, she and her Calling on those who are in a 
toys from over 60 countries. The latter, which іп the United States, she married commented upon, and the com- husband were wide readers. Tele- Position to help, including our 
came with a million-peso endowment, was hacendero Nil Gamboa and set. ments were not always flatter- vision had reached rural Silay in 801005. We know you are busy 
donated by Mara Montelibano, and currently Чей in Silay to raise a family. ing. “I was outspoken, I liked to the 1960s, but there were a few With physical infrastructure. 
benefits from her active physical presence. оры, ‘crabbish’ drink whisky with the menfolk, Ghannels, and nothing much to BUE can you please also help 
The indefatigable Gamboa gives this writer ish, “сга: until realized і маз not accept: watch, And then she got involved build the infrastructure of 
atour of what will soon be the Museum'snew Oldrich Silay, withover30an- able in local society: So I jn silays arts and culture scene, People’s hearts and minds: 
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Doing the locomotion 


MOST of the locomotives today are run by diesel fuel, but two 
steam engine locomotives that use bagasse, a waste product. 
of sugar processing, are still functional. In Silay City, the 
steam-engine locomotives run inside the Hawaiian-Philip- 
pines Company's (HPCO) 60-kilometer network. 

During the Commonwealth Era in Negros, sugar cane was 
transported by imported steam locomotives from haciendas to 
sugar mills. These steam engine locomotives plied one main 
line to collect as much cane from around their milling dis- 
tricts, Other lateral lines that were part of a network of sugar 
farms had their own railway system, albeit for smaller wagons 
that had the same function-to load the main steam engine 
with canes for the mills. 

Assembled by the great train builders of Baldwin, Philadel- 
phia in 1908, the steam-engine locomotive was acquired in 
1918 when the HCPO mill was incorporated by its original 
founders, the Welch-Fairchild & Company. 

НРСО was acquired by Theo'H. Davis & Co. in 1948, and in 

1974 the mill was purchased by the Jardine Davis Co., which 
Ode to mature Shy mainam we only two arising team engine ocomo- 
STAND out in this outfit of contrasting tives in the Philippines. These two “iron dinosaurs” are the 
warm and cool colors by Dita Sandico- cultural icons in this genteel enclave of migrant families from 
Ong. The designer will hold a fashion Iloilo, in the neighboring Panay Island. Adrian Lizares 


show today at Earthaven, an eco-village in > 
San Mates, Rizal, For details, call 726- For inquiries on the steam engine locomotives John Р. Etabag, hu- 


n man resource manager, HPCO 034-4952085 or email 
5 7260, Fo more с > fit eh Rete THE OLDEST steam engine train still runs in Negros. 
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Discover Gold in a Bottle 


Much of the history of the 
precious metal known as 
gold is mired in remote an- 
tiquity. The lack of hard ar- 
cheological evidence makes 
it impossible to pinpoint the 
time and place of man's first 
encounter with the noble 
metal. One ofthe earliest re- 
corded mentions of gold, 
however, came from ancient 
Egypt circa 3000 BC, where 
pharaohs and temple priests 
used the shining yellow metal 
as adornment. Though at the 
time gold had yet to become 
the medium of exchange, the 
ancient Egyptians, who were 
always deemed to be ahead 
of their time, knew early on 
that gold's resplendent luster 
and scarcity made it perfect 
material for exquisite jewelry. 
As such, to this day, anything 
associated with gold is 
equated with value. 

This connection to gold is 
not lost in the fine art of 
brandy making. Since 1902, 
Fundador, produced and 
bottled by the renowned 
House of Domecq, has been 
the standard upon which all 
other brandies are measured 
— a product precious in itself. 
The stringent and painstak- 
ing development of 
Fundador is baçked not only 
by years of experience, but 
also by a dynamic aging pro- 
cess known as the Solera 
System, which ensures its 
consistent quality. Fundador 
Solera is distilled from the fin- 
est Spanish grapes, aged in 
oak sherry casks, and stored 
in the bodegas of the 
Domecq family in Jerez, 
Spain. With such an estab- 
lished and meticulous pro- 
cess backing it up, it is a 
small wonder that Fundador 
has become the number one 
imported spirit in the Philip- 
pines. 

How, then, does an estab- 
lished market leader improve 
on an already exceptional 
product? The answer is 
simple: Allied Domecq's 
foray into further product de- 
velopment has led to the new 
Fundador Gold Reserve — 
a Solera Reserva brandy 
which is aged longer than its 
successful sibling. Through 
further aging and careful 
blending with brandies from 
the personal reserves of Don 
Beltran Domecq himself, the 
House of Domecg has come 
up with a rich, warm aromatic 


rest — meant to be consumed 
by people who have learned 
to rise above. Its smoother 
taste and more aromatic 
Scent serves as a reminder 
of just how special a product 
itis, and just how special the 
people who drink it are. Like 
the pharaohs and high 
priests of ancient Egypt, they 
who adorned themselves 
with gold, Fundador Gold Re- 
serve fits the successful 
modern man and his lifestyle. 
The Fundador Gold Reserve 
experience is one invariably 
associated with celebrations, 
special occasions and spe- 


cial people — a crowning 
glory for personal achieve- 
ment. 

Discovering this kind of 
golden experience is there- 
fore a joy in itself. With the 
arrival of Fundador Gold 
Reserve, they who feel like 
they've learned to make 
strides and earn personal 
victories have indeed found 
the perfect match. After all, 
discovering Fundador Gold 
Reserve is akin to hitting it 
big — a truly valuable experi- 
ence to be cherished like the 
precious metal it has been 
named after. мт. 


brandy thatis truly a pleasure 
to savor. Fundador Gold 
Reserve's amber and gold 
color, balanced and clean 
scent and smooth, lingering 
flavor invite the senses and 
invoke a sense of privilege — 
making it truly worthy of its 
distinctive name. 

Just like the precious 
metal, which is often set 
aside for special occasions, 
Fundador Gold Reserve is 
best consumed in times of 
celebration. With its distinc- 
tive characteristics, it is a 
brandy made a cut above the 


CELEBRATE WITH FUNDADOR 
GOLD RESERVE. IT IS UNIQUELY 
BLENDED WITH BRANDIES FROM 

THE DOMECQ FAMILY'S PERSONAL 
RESERVES, AND AGED LONGER 
FOR EXTRA SMOOTHNESS 

WITH FUNDADOR GOLD RESERVE, 
EXPECT EVERY OCCASION TO BI 
TRULY GOLDEN. 


SPECIALLY-AGED DOMECQ BRANDY. 
New. from Fundador 


Li festyle 


The Art of Living 


de SCHERER J JARDIN 


Plants and Interiors 


{ would like to welcome all homeowners and our lol dicus to our new onestop shop, MACO CITY: A lifestyle concept store that combines all our diferent visions, with everything 
you need o bile your dream home, in one big store. 


Looking for the right place was the biggest difficulty We finally found itin a nice and quiet environment nestled in the heartof Metro Manila's newest economic boomtown, Libis, Quezon City, 


Our concept shop brings together the finest German kitchens and appliances, ving room leather and fabric sofas, dining settings. bathroom fixtures, artificial plans and landscaping, 
outdoor furniture, charming wal arts Lin one roof. To introduce you to our different kind of shopping experience, we have a team of welldrained sales designers who will 
gladly assist and show you around our impressive showroom. And when you get а БИ tired from ай the shopping, you could hare а delightful snack at our East meets West Cafe which 
Serves imported German frankfurters, sanerkraut, mullins and a mouthwatering array of cakes and pastries. 


last but not the least, our prices are surprisingly reasonable and our aftersales service and parts replacement guarantce is one of the best in the business. 


‘Join us in launching the largest lifestyle center in the country today. Welcome to MACO CITY: 


(lids 


ae Chi 


Greetings on the launch of the new MACO CITY store in Manila! 


1 remember my first visit in the Philippines in 1986. 1 was so fascinated with the country and its friendly, smiling people. 1 learned in the next 
few years how creative the Filipino can be. On so many fairs in Manila and Cebu, the last one in Pampanga, | saw and appreciated your uniq 
products wrought with such wonderful craftmanship. A lot of these products T imported for my Maco chain of retail furniture stores in Ge 


In 1995, Ms. Lyndia Chin and I set up the first Maco store in the Philippines, located in the MC Homebuilders’ building in Makai. The 
business became a resounding success and now with the new MACO CITY store, we're taking the concept a step further. This is the largest 
lifestyle center n the Philippines, where the best of European home design meets the best of Philippine crafiinanship. Add to that the 
Pj management sawy of my partner Ms. Lyndia Chin and her talented team of professionals and you've got the lifestyle center of the future - MACO CITY. 


li l 


Mp Rolf Rabe 
Parmer, Maco City 


I would like to congratulate Furnimaxx International for choosing Quezon City to put up its largest lifestyle center in the 
Philippines. With its very interesting and wide selection of products and services, 1 am confident that they have made the 
right choice to locate its store in the heart of a very fast growing and densely populated business district just next to Eastwood City. 


Тао noticed that the store is nestled iir а very congenial and calm atmosphere whereby clients can slowly browse through its 
wide selections of German kitchens, leather and fabric sofas, appliances, dining groups. artificial plants and outdoor furniture 
and accessories. 


I wish you more power and successful business. 


A Bena 
Ton. Felician jonny” Belmonte 
Mayor, Quezon City 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ( April 26, 2003 ) 


10:00 A.M. Unveiling of the new Maco City by the Quezon City Mayor 
Honorable Feliciano “Sonny” Belmonte Jr. 


10:15 A.M. Opening remarks by Maco City partners Mr.Rolf Rabe and Ms. Lyndia Chin 
10:30 A.M. Lion and Dragon Dance Show 


11:00 A.M Live performance by one of the country’s hottest jazz sensations Guarana, 
grooving to the clectrifying beat of Brazilian tunes and Bossa Nova. 


2:00 - 5:00 Р.М. Cooking demonstrations by international chefs. 


5:00 - 10:00 P.M. Swing to the rhythm of talk-of-the-town R&B group Freshmen Band. 


To wrap-up an exciting day, cool prizes and premium items will be raffled-off! 


s Murray from Voice of America 


to our Val s 


vit WORKS 
INTERIOR WORKS + Fire Protection Specialist 


ARCHITECTURAL WORKS + Air-conditioning Partner 
Contact Persons : ra 
ENGR. VIC D. FERNANDEZ |. ; CRACK INJECTION 
ARCH, ELVIS D. SIMANGANE, $ у s сон И 
CELL # : (0917) 9947208 3 ] M 
__ (0917) 3524927 bia RM E REPAIR CONBUILT 


^ 
i Р SYSTEM ENGINEERING 2 | 
n?) coner deas S pe aa UTE ee Contact Person : EDDIE GOMEZ, R.M.E. | 


WATERPRO: FING EE Monl. ERES 


munem ERE 


MEISTER TRANSPORT, INC. С) JOLLIJOR CARGO SERVICES | || CGKformaprit, inc. 


zr ел $ [m ino Avenue, Pque Ci 
Your Toral Logistics Provider һы. р ааты aad 
FREIGHT FORWARDING ( SEA/ AIR/ LAND ) Beet ex эз шаа сыласа 


"Res Соо еламас болаша 00" Conch Dolorita “Irene” Arguson 


LOGISTICS SERVICES e Ma Metro Manila, Philippines 1300 
[GEM CU E eee козо аязы So Telephone: (632) 8317549 


CUSTOMS BROKERAGE ( AIR / SEA) 8195 F, Yabut Circle Tel No. : 882-1793 j 831 9668 
~ Paperiess Customs Clearance vu Electronic Interchange ( ED!) adalupe. Gi Сей No. : (0917)8399811 831 0429 


Fax: (632) 831 2945 


* Sanitary Works 


* DESIGNER 


CGKformaprint Building 
2275 P Burgos St. Pasay City 


Transhipmonts - Warehousing! Drawbeck entries - Formal & informal entes || « IMPORT; EXPORT INTERNATIONAL CARGO 
ог CRANES строю s Quot атсан CUPIDO * PROCESS W UT CREDIT SHIPMENTS 
* RELEASING C E Š LOOSE CARGO 7 
CLCL ) SHIPME 


A ИЛ DIASQUARE technologies 
do Goldcharm Press, Inc. а Aliance beni т Specializes In Photographic (Indoor Outdoor) Sors: T JTO ABOY 


Mr. Bobby Lim | *Panafiex -Billboards + Poster Contact Person 
Contact Person “Plastic + Streamers + Banners (0918) 5063370 


430 Sta. Teresita Street, Sampaloc, Manila || 1376 sose avad Santos cor. La Torre st. + Neon & Bross signs 
Tel No. : 749-86-03 * 735-32-74 ‘Tondo. Manila 


Tol. Nos. : 255-1460 to 53 
Fax No. 253-9462 
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T. SUNDANCE disc and light, made from metal and 
© hardwood, hovers over the bed with narra headboard 
* with batino insertions, Abaca pillows also by Lightworks. 


| METALand capiz lamp 
t c pith verdigris undrast 
{ finish, coco and fiberglass 
egg vase with copper 

leafed bottom. 


* 

THESE two doctors of natural medicine are into art? 
Why not? One of them insists that art is "as scientific. 
as it can get.” 

‘The husband knows and loves his wood. He keeps a 
sketch pad by his bed to capture moments of design in- 
spiration. “His chicken scratch,” the wife chuckles. The 
wife, who has “too little patience" to put concept to pa- 
per, is the self-appointed “critic” half of the tandem. 

He, Ravi Singh, and she, Rashmi Singh, are advo- 
cates and practitioners of naturopathy. “It involves bal- 
ancing the five fundamental factors in your body-earth, 
water, fire, air and ether. It ensures that the system be- 
«omes very strong, so your body could do its job effi 
ciently” Rashmi says. 

The couple's calling might be a tad esoteric to some, 
but when their mission and art marry and see fruition in 
а chair, for example, one begins to understand. When 
Rashmi describes an attention-grabber of a dining chair 
in the Singh household, she puts it well: “I's design-ori- 
ented but is ergonomically correct.” 

Showcased and used for the past decade in their own 
home in Merville, Parañaque, is a special eight-seater 
dining set in narra. The back of each of the chairs is like 
a thick leaf bent back gracefully to follow the arch of. 
one's back. Comfort is not sacrificed for style, yet the 
chairs do ooze with style. 

Ravi lets on that his design inspiration for the chairs 
came from the squatting bulol or rice god of the north- 
ет Philippines. “Picture it in your mind without the 
head," he urges. "I have a strong orientation toward 
spiritual science as my source of design. Squatting is a 
very healthy way to sit. When you sit cross-legged, that 
is so out of form! The chairs have no armrests. There is 
nothing to slouch on." 

In 1992, a German national who saw the chairs in 
Philippine Airlines! inflight magazine, “Mabuhay,” or- 
dered three pieces. Each went for a tag price of P19,200. 
"Today a decade later, the price remains, Ravi shrugs, in 
mock panic. 


"Crazy table" 

If the chairs are attention-grabbers, the table is 
equally impressive. No glue was used to put it together, 
but timber lock or the wood itself, cut in such a way that 
the joints lock on to each other. Ravi claims the best glue 
lasts for only 15 years. He says he also used “elastic,” a 
material that moves with the wood when it moves. 

"Wood is like the human body,” he explains. "It will 
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SO many phones are being 
chumed ош, that consumers 
simply cannot keep up. 

When the 7650 came out, it 
instantly became the phone of 
Ше hour Everybody wanted 

fone, despite its being larger 
ihan most phones. Of course 
with its camera, polyphonic 

.ring tones and Multi-Messaging 
Service capabilities, it was ex- 
tremely versatile. 

Okay, it was fun to have. 

Of course now there are a 
whole range of new phones on 
the market with these features 
and more-from the low end to 
the high end. Added features 
like video capabilities and be- 
ing triple band make handset 
loyalty almost impossible. And, 
granted that a phone is simply a 
tool 
couldn't help but grab ће 
chance to upgrade my 7210 toa 
7250 with the recent "Globe for 
Good" promotion. It is essen- 
tially the same phone, except 

the latter has a camera 
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move according to temperature changes. If it isn't al- 
lowed to move, it will crack.” With the elastic, the wood 
does not crack, he says. 

As a bonus, the top of the dining table can be re- 
moved from its base and hung on the wall for decor. 
"That isn't marquetry" Ravi sniffs, pointing to the image 
on the table top. "It is inlaid with ebony (kamagong) and 
yellow and red narra. Marquetry uses only thin veneer.” 
"The whole set is finished off in beeswax that serves to 
protect the wood and gives it sheen. 

There is something he would like to do for Fil 
to help them know the indigenous wood varieties. "Did 
you know that when one polishes reddish brown narra, 
it comes out purple?” he asks. “Did you know that, re- 
gardless of how much one kiln-dries wood, it will still 
absorb moisture and expand if the humidity is high, and 
let out moisture and shrink if the humidity is low?” 

Ravi recounts: "We made a bedroom set for use in the 
Colorado Mountains in the States. It is а very dry area 
where humidity is 5 percent. Most wood in the Philip- 
pines is kiln dried to 14 percent. We constructed the set 
зо that the structure can move, and no harm will get to 
the piece.” 


Happy to do it 

He notes that when his firm, Lightworks, started ex- 
hibiting furniture pieces in 1987, Filipinos were content 
enough with the narra furniture pieces in the market. 
Little did they know that furniture makers at the time 
were drowning the beautiful grain of their wood furni- 
ture in artificial wood stain colors. 

“They stained narra in dark brown or red. People 
were very happy with those. We came around and left 
thenarra the way twas, natural. People started ro come 
to us. We did a lot of refinishing, stripping, taking the 
pieces apart." 

‘Alady who had two “beautiful” 150-year-old bishop's 
chairs-actually family heirlooms-was about to consign 
these to the junkyard. The chairs were in an advanced 
state of disrepair. Splintered arms and black paint were 
only two of the horrors that had come upon them. 

When Ravi was asked to restore the chairs, one of his 
workers broached the idea of making exact copies. Save 
us from the rigors of restoration, he pleaded. But Ravi 
opted for restoration to recapture the chairs’ majesty. 
No copy, however good, could accomplish that, he 
maintained. The pieces were unusual, Ravi remembers, 
and never seen in the Philippine antique market. The 
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myself there, and also my loved 
ones smiling at me in various 
stages of lunacy whenever 1 
check my messages. Come to 
think of it, the only other cell 
phone function most useful to 
me is the alarm clock. 1 don’t 
even care much about the radio, 
ог the handy organizer, and 1 
still reach for my Sony Clié to 


‘This brings us to the next gen- 
phones. 
Dubbed “smartphones”, 
Globe the least bit amused about 
this moniker?), they are mobile 
and PDA (personal digital assis- 
tant) combinations that integrate 
the functions of a hand-held 
computer and a telephone. A per- 
fect example of an early attempt 
at this is the first-generation 
Nokia Communicator, a bulky 
device that is essentially а tele- 


"smartphones" 
been refined considerably In 
the United States there are al- 
ready quite a number of them 
on the market-the Handspring 
‘Treo 3000, Kyocera 7135, Sam- 
sung SPH-13000 and Motorola 
V200 Personal Communicator. 
Here in the Philippines we only 


design was European, and the execution was done by 
Chinese and Filipino craftsmen. The pieces had a scroll 
back, alot of inlay work 

“i gave the lady owner my quotation,” the wood lover 
smiles. “She thought for two weeks..." 

Restoration work took almost six weeks but “we were 
happy to do it and she was happy to receive the pieces 
back afterwards.” 

‘Another interesting piece of furniture in the Singh 
household is one that Ravi's staff has christened “crazy 
table,” with differently shaped legs to prop it up. Ravi, 
its creator, calls it, “Genesis.” It is like a dulang and tells 


„a story of man's beginnings. "It depicts evolution," Ravi 


offers. The design is neither primitive nor modem, 
though it hints of both. Ravi did some of the carving. 
himself, stressing how important it is to be able to 
demonstrate to his workers what he wants done. 

Is the table for sale? "Thats Rashmi’s,” the husband 
grins. 


Alove affair 

Years back when the husband-and-wife team was 
teaching yoga in Europe, Ravi met architects and interi- 
or designers. They asked him to join them in recon- 
structing buildings. It was then that his love affair with 
wood started. 

“At one point, he was going to enroll (for furniture 
making) in Oberammergau, the place famous for stag- 
ing the Passion Play" Rashmi recalls. “But he was told 
he had to wait four, five years to get in, so he just did a 
lot of self-study. That and his experience working with 
the group of interior designers and architects practically 
translated to a crash course. He also bought a ton of 
books on the greatest furniture makers in history.” 

When the couple came back to the Philippines in 
1981, they put up a school teaching yoga and philoso- 
phy. They also put up a naturopathic center for “holistic 
wellness." 

By 1987, more and more folk had begun to invade 
the privacy of the Singh home to buy vegetarian food. 
Health food does it, not medicines, the two doctors 
were teaching their students. The couple decided to get 
а place not only for use to sell health foods (brown rice, 
for example), but also for use as a restaurant “to show 
‘what people can do with what we were selling.” 

Cosmic Plate, a vegetarian restaurant in Mile Long, 
Makati, was born. 

Rashmi relates: "In Cosmic Plate, we had a chance to 
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'he P800 is an amazing little 
gadget. It has all the standard 
features that we expect in a 
phone and then some. It has a 
built-in camera, jog dial, speak- 
erphone, 16MB Memory Stick 
Duo, Blue Tooth and IR connec- 
tivity. It is wireless email en- 

outlook 


ing light 


Gs In short, this is а personal 
secretary, friend, and compan- 
ion all in one. It has ап assort- 
ment of games with a high-reso- 
lution color screen, and it plays 
MP3 audio and Mpeg-4 video. 
‘Simply put, this has all the fea- 
tures of the high-end phones оп 
the market, only better. For in- 
stance it supports a wide range 
оГ sound files-MP3, WAV, AU, 
AMR, and Midi format. This 
blows the average polyphonic 
ring tone away with endless 
possibilities and choices. 

On account of its price 
(around P35,000), P800 is defi- 
nitely high-end. Of course being 
able to carry one device instead 
of two justifies this. When you 
consider the batteries, chargers, 


chicken, 


have 


for using all these devices, it 
seems even logical, like travel- 

Personally | don’t 
know if 'm ready to commit to 
just one gadget. We have be- 
‘come so lazy and dependent on 
Our phones, computers and 
handheld devices. So much so, 
that losing а phone or a ruined 
Sim card could mean the end of 
the world. We don't even bother 
to remember anyones phone 
number anymore. 

When my old M105 decided to 
reset itself, 1 felt like a headless 
When my computer 
caughta virus and crashed, it was 
asif everything ! had vanished in- 
to thin ай. Such is the control 
thése chips have over us. Yet, 
having said that, Гт still a slave 
то technology: 1 love how] iive in 
atime when we аге all conneciéd 
through the internet. ! love how 1 
can send messages to friends all 
over the world at any time of the 
day, knowing they will get it in- 
stantly. Or how 1 can play a vari- 
ety of games, scan a virtual al- 
bum, read the latest CNN news 
or check my email while standing 
in line at the bank or when 
caught in traffic. 

It is too early to tell if “smart- 


eliminate what we didn't like, such as uncomfortable 
chairs which pushed you away from the table. Ravi 
started to design ergonomically correct chairs and ta- 
bles. The place could seat only 34. A friend of ours said 
ifwe couldn't seat 100 people, we couldn't make money. 
But it was not supposed to be a business enterprise. It 
‘was meant to be educational. We were out to show peo- 
ple that you could be vegetarian in an elegant setting 
without the stiffness. We tried to break the stereotype of 
vegetarian restaurants being holes-in-the-wall con- 
cerns." 

But they had to close Cosmic Plate at the end of 1990. 
Ravi's assessment was, “It was а mistress who decided 
to be a wife." The yoga school and naturopathic center 
had to be placed back on center stage. But before Cos- 
mic Plate closed, Ravi would like to believe, it did its 
share in letting people discover the value of beautiful, 
comfortably correct narra tables and chairs. Even the 
restaurant's trivets, with the monogram inlaid in brass, 
were pretty enough for customers to offer to buy them. 
"Today Ravi notes, owners of a castle in Italy have trivets 
done by him, with their names engraved. 


Bright new idea 

Keeping the couple busy these days is making fiber- 
glass garden lamps for export. Ravi says he got his de- 
sign inspiration for this project from a gently tapering 
clay jar atop a wrought iron pedestal. The Singhs used 
to make the jars for export. "Turn it upside down and 
you have the design for the garden lamp," Ravi beams. 

More lamps are in the making, for which differen 
materials, such as bakbak from Bicol, nito and wrought 
iron, will be mixed and matched. Large fiberglass vats 
or kawa in small, medium and large sizes, finished in 
copper leaf and to be used as fountains in gardens, are 
being readied for the Canadian market. 

But it looks like Ravi Singh is entertaining yet апо. 
er bright idea. Recently, he got an offer to make furni 
ture for low-cost housing. Huh? One senses he wants to 
doit. 

“Human beings’ lives get better when their sur 
roundings improve,” he says, giving away one hint 
that he may, in fact, take up the offer. But first, a lot 
of self-study is required-affordable pricing, sturdi 
ness, practicality, the right sizing. After all, P19,200 
for a chair won't sit well with the low-end market. 
and he knows it. 
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gether the need for two sepa 
rate devices. My dad has & 
P800, but admits that he stil! 
reaches for pen and paper to jo 
things down, But then it might 
be a generation “thing,” be 
cause my cousin has no com 
plaints about his P800 and 
seems to be utilizing all of its 
functions to the max. 

‘The litte that I've seen of thi 
800 is impressive. Only down 
side for me would be that it i> 
bigger than your average 
phone, and 1 find the virtua 
keyboard cumbersome, Thei 
again, when text messagin; 
was first introduced, 1 though: 
that was cumbersome! (Alsi 
Tech TV observed that th 
P800's camera isn't as sharp а 
the real digicam.) 

‘Technology keeps evolving 
Nokia has been churning out s 
many excellent phones lately, « 
“smartphone” was inevitable 
We might ask, is it really wise t 
put everything bur the kitche: 
sink into our phones? ‘The chal 
lenge is to find a balance be 
tween practical usability and 
host of other functions, That 1 
wisdom in itself 
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PLANT pot that resembles a leather 


BULLET and hurricane lamps 
made from fiberglass. 


SUNDANCE disc and light, made from metal and 
hardwood, hovers over the bed with narra headboard 
with batino insertions. Abaca pillows also by Lightworks. 


METAL and capiz lamp. 
with verdigris and rust 
finish, coco and fiberglass 
egg vase with copper 
leafed bottom. 


THESE two doctors of natural medicine are into art? 
Why not? One of them insists that art is “as scientific 
asit can get.” 

The husband knows and loves his wood. He keeps a 
seich pad by his bed to capture moments of design 

spiration. "His chicken scratch,” the wife chuckles. The 
іе, who has “too litte patience” to put concept to pa- 
«n isthe self-appointed "critic" half of the tandem. 

He, Ravi Singh, and she, Rashmi Singh, are advo- 
ates and practitioners of naturopathy. "t involves bal- 
ancing the five fundamental factors in your body-earth, 
‘aver, fire, air and ether. It ensures that the system be- 
^mes very strong, so your body could do its job effi 
rently.” Rashmi says. 

The couple's calling might be a tad esoteric to some, 
ut when their mission and art marry and see fruition in 

chair, for example, one begins to understand. When 

shmi describes an attention-grabber of a dining chair 
э the Singh household, she puts it well: “It’s design-ori- 
тей but it’s ergonomically correct.” 

Showcased and used for the past decade in their own 
ome in Merville, Parafiaque, is a special eight-seater 

Jining set in narra. The back of each of the chairs is like 
+ thick leaf bent back gracefully to follow the arch of 
one's back. Comfort is not sacrificed for style, yet the 
‘airs do ooze with style. 

Ravi lets on that his design inspiration for the chairs 
ame from the squatting bulol or rice god of the north- 
ип Philippines. "Picture it in your mind without the 
read,” he urges. "I have a strong orientation toward 
jiritual science as my source of design. Squatting is à 

y healthy way to sit. When you sit cross-legged, that 

о out of form! The chairs have no armrests. There is 

thing to slouch on." 

In 1992, a German national who saw the chairs in 
"hilippine Airlines’ inflight magazine, “Mabuhay,” or- 
lered three pieces. Each went fora tag price of P19,200. 

slay, a decade later, the price remains, Ravi shrugs, in 

«ck panic. 


‘Crazy table" 

i the chars are attention-grabbers, the table is 
»qually impressive. No glue was used to put it together, 
эщ timber lock or the wood itself, cut in such a way that 
the joints lock on to each other, Ravi claims the best glue 
ovs for only 15 years. He says he also used “elastic,” а 

erial that moves with the wood when it moves. 

“Wood is like the human body" he explains. “It will 
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SO many phones are being 
churned out, that consumers 
simply cannot keep up. 

When the 7650 came out, it 
instantly became the phone of 
the hour. Everybody wanted 
one, despite its being larger 5i 
than most phones. Of course 
with йз camera, polyphonic 
ring iones and Multi-Messaging 
Service capabilities, it was ex- 
tremely versatile 

Okay, it was fun to have. 

Of course now there аге а 
whole range of new phones on 
the market with these features 
and more-from the low end to 
the high end. Added features 
like video capabilities and be 
ing triple band make handset 
loyalty almost impossible. And, 
granted that a phone is simply a 
tool 
couldn't 
chance to upgrade my 
7250 with the recent "Globe for 
Good" promotion. li is essen 
tially the same phone, except 

the latter has a camera. 


'erything butthe ` 
kitchen sink into our 
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move according to temperature changes. I it isnt al 
lowed to move, it will crack." With the elastic, the wood 
does not crack, he says. 

As a bonus, the top of the dining table can be re- 
moved from its base and hung on the wall for decor. 
“That isn't marquetry" Ravi sniffs, pointing to the image 
onthe table top. “It is inlaid with ebony (kamagong) and 
yellow and red narra. Marquetry uses only thin veneer” 
The whole set is finished off in beeswax that serves to 
protect the wood and gives it sheen. 

There is something he would like to do for Filipinos: 
to help them know the indigenous wood varieties. "Did 
you know that when one polishes reddish brown narra, 
it comes out purple?" he asks. "Did you know that, re- 
gardless of how much one kiln-dries wood, it will still 
absorb moisture and expand if the humidity is high, and 
let out moisture and shrink ifthe humidity is low?" 

Ravi recounts: “We made a bedroom set for use in the 
Colorado Mountains in the States. It is a very dry area 
where humidity is 5 percent. Most wood in the Philip- 
pines is kiln dried to 14 percent. We constructed the set 
o that the structure can move, and no harm will get to 
the piece." 


Happy to do it 

He notes that when his firm, Lighnworks, started ex- 
hibiting furniture pieces in 1987, Filipinos were content 
enough with the narra furniture pieces in the market. 
Linde did they know that furniture makers at the time 
were drowning the beautiful grain of their wood furni- 
ture in artificial wood stain colors. 

“They stained narra in dark brown or red. People 
were very happy with those. We came around and left 
the narra the way it was, natural. People started to come 
to us. We did a lot of refinishing, stripping, taking the 
pieces apart." 

Alady who had two beautiful” 150-year-old bishop's 
chairs-actually family heirlooms-was about to consign 
these to the junkyard. The chairs were in an advanced 
state of disrepair. Splintered arms and black paint were 
‘only two of the horrors that had come upon them. 

When Ravi was asked to restore the chairs, one of his 
workers broached the idea of making exact copies. Save 
us from the rigors of restoration, he pleaded. But Ravi 
opted for restoration to recapture the chairs’ majesty. 
No copy, however good, could accomplish that, he 
maintained. The pieces were unusual, Ravi remembers, 
and never seen in the Philippine antique market. T 
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myself there, and also my loved 
ones smiling at me in various 
stages of lunacy whenever 1 
check my messages. Come to 
think of it, the only other cell 
phone function most useful to 
me is the alarm clock. 1 don't 
even care much about the radio, 
ог the handy organizer, and 1 

reach for my Sony Clié to 


“This brings us to the next gen- 
phones. 
“smartphones”, 
Globe the least bit amused about 
this moniker?), they are mobile 
and PDA (personal digital assis- 
tant) combinations that integrate 
the functions of a hand-held 
computerand atelephone. A per- 
fect example of an early attempt 
at this is the first-generation 
Nokia Communicator, a bulky 
device that is essentially a tele- 


been refined considerably. In 
the United States there are al- 
ready quite a number of them 
et-the Handspring. 
Tree 3000, Kyocera 7135, Sam- 
sung SPII-I3000 and Motorola 
У200 Personal Communicator. 
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verdigris copper leaf on a ceramic 
and glass plate, On the wall isa 
duo-tone copper leaf metal disc. 


(UGHTHORSS WL BE DSPLAYINGTSLATEST 
COLLECTIONS AT THE ANNUAL CENTER FOR IN- 
TERNATIONAL TRADE AND EXPORT MISSIONS 


TADE FAR WHICH RUNS UNTIL APPL TATTHE | 


WÓRD TRADE CENTER 


UGHTWORS SHOWROOMS A721 ANCHOR 
AGE ST MERLE PARANAQUE TEL 824-1080) 


-Perez, Contributor e Photos by Bobot Meru 


design was European, and the execution was done by 
Chinese and Filipino craftsmen. The pieces had a scroll 
back, a lot of inlay work 

“I gave the lady owner my quotation,” the wood lover 
smiles. “She thought for wo weeks. ^ 

Restoration work took almost six weeks but "we were 
happy to do it and she was happy to receive the pieces 
back afterwards.” 

Another interesting piece of furniture in the Singh 
household is one that Ravi's staff has christened "crazy 
table.” with differently shaped legs to prop it up. Ravi, 
its creator, calls it, “Genesis.” It is like a dulang and tells 
a story of man’s beginnings. “It depicts evolution,” Ravi 
offers. The design is neither primitive nor modern, 
though it hints of both. Ravi did some of the carving 
himself, stressing how important it is to be able to 
demonstrate to his workers what he wants done. 

Is the table for sale? "Thats Ваз.” the husband 
grins. 


Alove affair 

Years back when the husband-and-wife team was 
teaching yoga in Europe, Ravi met architects and interi 
or designers. They asked him to join them in recon. 
structing buildings. И was then that his love affair with 
wood started. 

“At one point, he was going to enroll (for furniture 
making) in Oberammergau, the place famous for stag- 
ing the Passion Play" Rashmi recalis. “But he was told 
he had to wait four, five years to get in, so he just did a 
lot of self-study. That and his experience working with 
the group of interior designers and architects practical 
transiated to a crash course. He also bought a ton of 
books on the greatest furniture makers in history” 

When the couple came back to the Philippines in 
1981, they put up a school teaching yoga and philoso: 
phy They also put up a naturopathic centes for “holistic 
wellness.” 

By 1987, more and more folk had begun to invade 
the privacy of the Singh home to buy vegetarian food. 
Health food does it, not medicines, the two doctors 
were teaching their students. The couple decided to get 
a place not only for use to sell health foods (brown rice, 
for example), but also for use as a restaurant “to show 
‘what people can do with what we were selling 

Cosmic Plate, a vegetarian restaurant in Mile Long, 
Makati, was born. 

Rashmi relates: "In Cosmic Plate, we had a chance to 
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available so far 

"The P800 is an amazing little 
gadget. It has all the standard 
features that we expect in a 
phone and then some. ft has a 
built-in camera, jog dial, speak- 
erphone, 16MB Memory Stick 
Duo, Blue Tooth and IR connec- 
tivity. It is wireless email en. 
abled, and it syncs with outlook 
via included USB docking sta- 
tion. Also, it is MMS capable 
and tri-band, 

In shon, this is a personal 
secretary, friend, and compan- 
ion all in one. It has an аззоп- 
ment of games with a high-reso- 
lution color screen, and it plays 
MP3 audio and Mpeg-4 video, 
Simply put, this has ай the fea- 
tures of the high-end phones on 
the market, only better. For in- 
stance й supporis a wide range а 
of sound files-MP3, WAV, AU, 
АМЕ, and Midi format. This 
blows the average polyphonic 
ring tone away with endless 
possibilities and choices 

On account of its price 
(around P35,000), P800 is defi 
nitely high-end. Of course heing 
able to carry one device instead 
of two justifies this When you 
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for using all these devices, it 
seems even logical, like travel- 
Personally | don't 
know if l'm ready to commit to 
jus! one gadget. We have be- 
come so lazy and dependent on 

phones, computers and 
handheld devices. So much зо, 
that losing a phone or a ruined 
Sim card could mean the end of 
the world. We don't even bother 
to remember anyone's phone 
number anymore. 

When my old M105 decided t0 
reset itself, 1 feli like a headless 
chicken. When my computer 
caught a virus and crashed, it was 
asif everything I had vanished in 
to thin ай. Such is the control 
thèse chips have over us. Yet, 
aid that, l'm still а slave 
10 technology. love how I live in 

me when we are all connectéd 
through the Internet 
can send messages 10 friends all 
over the world ai any time of the 
day, knowing they will get it in- 
stanily. Or how I can play a vari- 
ery of games, scan а virtual al- 
bum, read the latest CNN news 
«и check my email while standing 

i the bank or when 
aught in traffic 


eliminate what we didn't like, such as uncomfortable 
chairs which pushed you away from the table. Ravi 
started to design ergonomically correct chairs and ta- 
bles. The place could seat only 34. A friend of ours said 
ifwe couldn't seat 100 people, we couldn't make money. 
But it was not supposed to be a business enterprise. t 
was meant to be educational. We were out to show peo- 
ple that you could be vegetarian in an elegant setting 
‘without the stiffness, We tried to break the stereotype of 
vegetarian restaurants being holes-in-the-wall con- 
cerns.” 

But they had to close Cosmic Plate at the end of 1990, 
Ravi assessment was, "It was a mistress who decided 
to be a wife." The yoga school and naturopathic center 
had то be placed back on center stage. But before Cos- 
mic Plate closed, Ravi would like to believe, it did its 
share in letting people discover the value of beautiful 
comfortably correct narra tables and chairs. Even the 
restaurant's trivets, with the monogram inlaid in brass, 
were pretty enough for customers to offer to buy them. 
Today, Ravi notes, owners of a castle in Italy have rivets 
done by him, with their names engraved. 


Bright new idea 

Keeping the couple busy these days is making fiber- 
glass garden lamps for export, Ravi says he got his de- 
sign inspiration for this project from a gently tapering 
clay jar atop a wrought iron pedestal. The Singhs used. 
to make the jars for export. “Turn it upside down and 
you have the design for the garden lamp," Ravi beams. 

More lamps are in the making, for which different 
materials, such as bakbak from Bicol, nito and wrought 
iron, will be mixed and matched. Large fiberglass vats 
or kawa in small, medium and large sizes, finished in 
copper leaf and to be used as fountains in gardens, are 
being readied for the Canadian market. 

But it looks like Ravi Singh is entertaining yer anoth 
er bright idea. Recently, he got an offer to make furni- 
ture for low-cost housing. Huh? One senses he wants to 
doit. 

“Human beings’ lives get better when their sur- 
roundings improve,” he says, giving away one hint 
that he may, in fact, take up the offer. But first, a lot 
of self-study is required-affordable pricing, sturdi 
ness, practicality, the right sizing. After all, Р19,200 
for a chair won't sit well with the low-end market, 
and he knows it. 


gether the need for two sepa- 
rate devices. My dad has a 
P800, but admits that he still 
reaches for pen and paper to jot 
things down. But then it might 
be a generation “thing,” be 
cause my cousin has no com- 
plaints abour his P800 and 
seems 10 be utilizing all of its 
functions to the max 
The little that I've seen of the 
P800 is impressive. Only down- 
side for me would be that it is 
bigger than your average 
phone, and 1 find the virtual 
keyboard cumbersome Then 
again, when text messaging 
was first introduced, 1 thought 
that was cumbersome! (Alsu 
"Tech TV observed that ihe 
PBOO's camera isn't as sharp as 
the real digicam.) 
“Technology keeps evolving. 
been churning out зо 
i phones Intely, a 
was inevitable 
We might ask, is it really wise to 
put everything but the kitchen 
sink into our phones? The chal- 
lenge is to find a balance be- 
tween practical usability and а 
host of other funedons, That 1s 
wisdom in itself. 


Tove how 1 


Етра на Here in the Philippines we only 


‚ in ту phone? Um .isup- 


consider the batteries, chargers. It is too early 10 wll if “smart 


Ka-pamilya tour gears up for an 
electrifying summer at the Ever Malls! 


BRACE yourselves as ABS-CBN’s Ka Pamilya 
Tour heats up your summer with the hottest and 
most sizzling activities that you can enjoy with your 
ka-barkada, ka-tropa and your ka-pamilya! Get 
the chance to see your favorite stars from the biggest 
network in the country and be able to spend 
afternoons of pure fun and entertainment. 

To start off the summer festivities, ABS-CBN 
and Ever Gotesco Malls bring you the Hot Stars 
Sa Ever series featuring the Klasbabes — namely 


competition can also be found at the Ever Gotesco 
Malls. Fill it up and submit to the administration 
offices of the respective malls at least a week before 
the contest dates. Dates for the elimination rounds 
per mall are as follows: May 18 at Ever Ortigas, 
May 24 at Ever Grand Central, May 31 at Ever 
Recto (Manila Plaza) and June 7 at Ever 
Commonwealth. Winning groups from each mall 
will vie for the Grand Finals happening at 
Masayang Tanghali Bayan on June 13, 2003 


(TBC). For more details about the Hokie Pokie 
Dance Contest, check out the posters displayed 
within Ever Gotesco Malls as well as on the print 
ads on leading newspapers! 

ABS-CBN has got more activities lined up for 
the summer at the Ever Gotesco Malls! Be sure 
to watch this space for updates. Plus, keep on 
watching ABS-CBN to know more about your 
favorite stars and their latest Ka-Pamilya Tour 
schedule. 


Michelle Estevez, Carlene 
Aguilar and Nicole Yabut — 
from your favorite comedy and 
gag show Klasmeyts. Catch them 
at Ever Commonwealth on 
April 27 and at Ever Ortigas on 
May 10. 

The fun doesn’t stop here. 
Star Records and Ever Gotesco 
Malls have come into partnership 
to bring you the Hokie Pokie 
Dance Contest. Hokie Pokie is 
the latest dance craze that 
everybody in town has been 
talking about! With a music video 
featuring the Ja-Boom Twins of 
Masayang Tanghali Bayan and 
the Big Men dancers, Hokie Pokie 
isclearly making waves in the local 
dance music scene. Join in on the 
fun before you get left out! 

On May 1, the Hokie Pokie 
Dance Contest will be formally 
launched by way of a mall show 
at Ever Commonwealth, 4PM 
featuring the Ja-Boom Twins and 
their friends from Masayang 
Tanghali Bayan. Don’t forgetto 
check it out so you can familiarize 
yourselves with the dance steps. 
The Ja-Boom Twins will also be 
signing autographs after the show 
for the buyers of the Hokie Pokie 
album so you better take 
advantage of the chance to meet 
them up close! 

The Hokie Pokie Dance 
Contest is open to males and 
females, ages ranging from ten to 
fifteen years old. Just forma dance 
group comprising of five members 
who will dance to Hokie Pokie 
based on the Ja-Boom Twins’ 
dance steps. If by any chance you 
fail to watch the official launch on 
May 1, don't worry! You can visit 
any of the four Ever Gotesco 
Malls (Ever Ortigas, Ever Grand 
Central, Ever Recto and Ever 
Commonwealth) to view the 
instructional music video. TV 
monitors will be placed strategically 
within the malls for your viewing 
pleasure. Youcan also watch MYX 
and Masayang Tanghali Bayan, 
as well as other ABS-CBN 


€ 


programs to catch the Hokie Pokie | 


music video and performances by 
the Ja-Boom Twins and Big Men. 
Registration forms for the dance 


For every PhP 400.00 worth of purchase [single or accumulated) 
from any stores at Ever Gotesco Malls (except Ever Dept. Store, 
Ever Supermarket and Homeworks), entitles customer іо buy a 
SUPER WINDY STAND FAN ot a discounted price of P499.00. 
Promo runs from April 14 to May 15,2003. з а sure way to 
beat the summer heat. 


See posters for details Par DINCR Perit No. 1552 Series of 2008 


Cool down after: bee at Ever Gotesco Malls, when Nestle 
gives out FREE Merienda Time Ice Cream for a minimum 
purchase of Php 500.00 (single receipt only) at Ever 
Department Stores and Ever Supermarkets only. 


See me for details Per TENCR Peri No. 1554 Series cf 2003 


Ever Gotesco Malls transform into с kiddie summer ld is 
summer as Nestle mascots parade around the тай. Plus 
exciting giveaways will be handed out by the cute and lovable 
mascots. Kids will surely have а memorable day at the molls. 
Duration: 

Weekends from April 14 to May 15, 2003 КУ 
Ever Gotesco Malls 


Magsama-Summer with 
Nestle Back to Back. — 


Ever Gotesco shoppers gel a break from the heo! inside the 
malls and al the same time get entertained as Nesile brings in 
cool stars and hot entertainment. 


Schedule: 

May 3 * 4:00pm 
Commonwealth Mall Arum Ps 
Moy 17 * 4:00pm 


Ortigas Mall Atrium - 


ТЕЕ EVER 
[ШЫН CAM 


Ever Gotesco shoppers can spend their summer discovering, developing and 
enhancing their talents in singing, acting and dancing as Philmarts conducts 
summer workshops for kids, teens and adults. 

Schedule: 

April 28, 30 & May 2 * 1:00pm - 700pm 

Commonwealth Mall Atrium 

April 29, May 1, 6, 8&9 * 1:00pm - 7:00pm 

Ortigas Mall Atrium 


"ese Boys and Girls! Let's do the HOKIE 
Í POKIE DANCE CRAZE at Ever Gotesco 
x^ | Malls. I you're 10 to 15 years old, you 
are encouraged to join Ever Gotesco 
4 Malls & ABS-CBN's НОКІЕ POKIE 
{ DANCE CONTEST. Simply form a group f 
of 5 members and fill-out your 
3 application forms which you can get 
cuss айй from the Hokie Pokie Booths in all Ever 
Gotesco Malls. Registration starts on May 1, 2003. So join 
now and don't loose the chance to vie for the HOKIE POKIE 
DANCE CONTEST Grand Finals to be held at ABS-CBN's 
noontime show Masayang Tanghali Bayan. 
Seapark 


- Hot Stars sa Ever 


The summer gets even hotter as the Stars of 
ABS.CBN invade Ever Gotesco Malls. 

Hot Stors Carlene Aguilar, Nicole Yobut, and 
Michelle Estevez are sure to add more sizzle 
to Ever Gotesco shoppers’ summer. 


™ Schedule: 
„ April 27 + 5:00pm `- 
~ Commonwealth Mall Atrium _ 


May 10 • 5:00pm << yj 
Ortigas Mall Atrium 


STOF more details. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Bohol, Mactan, Ceb 
for footloose Filipinos 
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Teresin Mendezona Standing: Tina Lo, 
Anggie Lhuillier and Amparito Lhuillier 


E 
BOOM Fonacier BOHOL Rep. Ed 


Chatto 


ABANAD - Level 3. Abanao Square, Арапао St , Baguio City Tel, No.(04)446 
G/F NE Pacific Mali 
< CAMP JOHN HAY Mile Hi Center. Camp John Hay, Baguio City Tel No.(074)446-0885/87 + CEBU 
North Reclamation Area, Cobu.Clty fel No (032)412.0759 + DUMAGUEIE Lev 
Tei No. (036)225-4366 to 69 + EDSA SHANGRI-LA PLAZA 


Tel No. 421-9110 + CABANATUAN 


+ FILINVEST 
Gaisano Mall of Davao. 12 Laurel St 


+ NAGA 


Manila Tol No. 523-3180 * ROCKWELL 


Level z. Festival Supermall, Filinvest Corp Cefter Alabang, Mustinlus 
Davao City Tel. No. (082)222-1411/12 - GREENE 

Makati City Tel No 757-4842 + GREENHILLS - KL World of Sports, 2/F Shoppes 
Level 2 Gaisano Metro Legaspi, Landco Business Park, F. imperial St. Bano, Legaspi Сау Tel. No (052)480-809 
Bldg. А, SM Megamall, EDSA. Mandaluyong City Tel. No.633-8110 + MINDPRO - 2/F 
Robertson's Dept. Store, Gen Luna St. Naga City + NORIH EDSA 

Tel No.928-9122 + RDS BACOLOD - Level 2, Robinsons Place. Bacolod City Tel.No.(03. 
Robinsons Galleria Orugas Center, Pasig City Те! No 636-1428 + RDS METRO EASI 
Tel No. 249-1377 + ROS PAMPANGA. Level 2. Rol 
Sta. Rosa Laguna fol. No 520-8431 + RIZAL STADIUM Badminton Hall 


By Becky Garcia 
Contributor 


EVEN Filipinos with wanderlust decided to 
stay put during Lent to enjoy local resorts, 
"what with the worldwide SARS scare and the 
aftermath of the Iraqi war. 

Our group chose the Bohol Beach Club, 
which has the longest, cleanest, white-sand 
beach in Panglao Island. From Mactan airport, 
ме took a 25-minute helicopter ride and land- 
ed right in the resort premises. Our hosts 
Boom Fonacier and his father Anos, a veteran 
hotelier (Bayview, Cebu Plaza) have been 
working really hard to make Bohol Beach Club 
a world-class resort, especially in terms of wa- 
ter sports and scuba diving. 

While having dinner out on the beach, we 
spotted actor Cesar Montano and former По- 
соз Sur Governor Chavit Singson with friends 
Jing and Ana Marin Espiritu, Peter Anderson 
and his daughter Nicole. 


3 + ALI MALL 
Мапашка Highway. 


Level 5, 


Rial Memorial С 


lali Level. Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati Ci 
Phase Ill Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, Cainta, Rizal Tel. No. 681-7299 + TARLAC 


2nd Level Phase н. 
2 Lee Super Plaza 
Shangri-La Plaza, EDSA Mandaluyong City Tel. N 
Сау fel No 807-4226 

ura 
le Arcade. Greentul, 


паро Сит 
Ground Level, Annes 

41-2712 + RDS GALLERIA - Lev. 
level 3, Robinsos 
nsons Starrils, Pampanga Tel No (045)872-2127 ~ KDS SIA. ROSA 
olkcum, Р Ocampo (formerly Vito Cruz St) 


Montano has been tapped to play the role of 
Singson in the latter's forthcoming bio-pic. Off- 
hours, the actor hies off to Bohol to rest, since 
he hasa property in Panglao. 

‘We also ran into Congressman Ed Chatto, 
who told us how proud he was that his 
province had become a popular destination. 

Later, we sailed to Cebu and stayed at the 
Mactan Shangri-La Hotel, there to see some 
more familiar faces-Manila Mayor Lito Atien- 
za and his family, former Tourism Secretary 
Vince Carlos and wife Tina, former actress 
Daisy Romualdez with director Manny Bor- 
laza, movie producer Donna Villa and her 
husband, director Carlo Caparas. 

For a little while, we enjoyed the private 
hideaway of Michel and Amparito Lhuillier in 
Sabang, Danao City, north of Cebu. The beauti- 
ful beach house sits on a three-hectare proper- 
ty, and is equipped with all the perks of a luxu- 
ту resort. The Lhuilliers served a buffet of Thai 
specialties savored by guests Consul Jaime Pi- 
cornell, Rosebud Sala, Carmen and Henry 
Campbell, Teresin Mendezona, son Michael 
Lhuillier and wife Joana (whose bags carrying 
her label, J. Lhuillier, are available at the Mac- 
tan Shangri-La). 


Soft and. smooth next to your sk 


www.riumph-intl.com.hk 


val. Aranera Center, Quezon City 
City le! No.(044)464-1157 
Upper Ground Floor. SM City Cebu. 
Gov Perdices SL. Dumaguete Cay 
537-0011 

GAISANO МАЦ Level 7. 
Ground Level, Gracnbett 3, Ayalà Center, 
on Juan fel. No.722-0437 + LEGASPI - 
GAMAU Upper Ground Level? 
A, La Purisima SL. Zamboanga City 
SM City North Edsa. Quezon City 

3 Expansion Май 
Mall Marcos Highway, Pasig City 
Level 2. Robinsons Place. 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


ЖАКАЙ, NORTH EUSA « ORTIGAS «LAS PIÑAS 
CEBU» CAGAYAN DE ORO 
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Star Magic Май, Cutcut 1 larlac City Tel No. (045)611-4198 $ 
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aking sense of the Iraq war 


By Georgina C. Solina 
Contributor 


Weare a race in crisis and in transition. 
Based on the astrological chart of the “Strike on 
Iraq” (March 20, 2003, 3 a.m. GMT), which coin- 
cides with the coming of the Age of Aquarius, we are 
not just confronted with an unprecedented manifes- 
tation of international problems. The energies of 
the planets are also telling us that the mounting up- 
heavals are merely a perception whose true mean- 
ing and significance we are unable to determine. 
"The Iraqi war is unlike no other war in the past. 
This is a human conflict that has been prophesied in 
sacred texts as crucial in terms of its responsibility 
to bring about a new age and a new world order. 
‘This may well be the long predicted clash of civiliza- 
tions induced by religious fundamentalism, except 


that the attendant violence runs counter to being 
“civilized.” For a war chart, this sounds incredible. t 
calls on us to have an open mind about all that's 
happening in the world now. 


Material vs mystical 

Foremost, the chart shows that we are now in the 
last stages of Pisces (sign of peace) as the equinox 
moves to Aquarius, as indicated by the Sun's posi- 
tion on March 20, 2003. This is the defining year of 
the Aquarian Age. 

‘Two important planetary formations rule the Iraqi 
жаг chart-the Mystical Rectangle and the Grand Trine. 

The Mystical Rectangle's appearance is a power- 
ful sign that explains the mystical aspect of human 
life on earth. Mystical tendencies show if a person is 
equipped for attuning to the Divine through alche- 
my, prayer and meditation on a regular basis. 


In this chart, there emerges a breed of people “in 
the pursuit of studies too profound to be accessible to 
middle-class mentality” Instead of trying to mend 
what is broken in society, they focus on creating а 
completely new world, the utopian Garden of Eden. 
То them, the only things that need repair are hearts 
and minds. They understand the laws that govern 
life, are able to draw out the values that enrich rela- 
tionships, and are naturally drawn to spirituality 

The Grand Trine or planet formation that looks 
like an inverted pyramid indicates that the world is 
still materialistic, exploitative and acquisitive. 

Together, the Mystical Rectangle and the Grand 
‘Trine present a cosmic confrontation of polarities. 
On the one hand, the allied nations have been dis- 
playing ego and anger. On the other, there has been 
emphasis on humanitarian activities, with all-out 
aid and missions 


Misunderstood president { 

‘The most important player in the war is arguably 
the most misunderstood. The war chart indicates a 
visionary leader (Jupiter on 8 degrees Leo), Led 
stands for a head of state, most likely referring td 
President George W. Bush. y 

Jupiter is retrograde, which means the planet if 
not moving in a direct motion, not following lineat. 
time. It moves in a cycle, fusing the past, present 
and future in the eternal. By initiating the war, Bushi 
became the instrument who will make us realize 
that whatever is happening is exactly what is meant 
to be. We are made to understand that the playing 
out of patterns of emotions and actions between 
parties have been ongoing for ages. 
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Buyers turn to Federal Land for chic condos 


More Filipino buyers are flocking to Federal Land, Inc. for condominiums set in the communities with character. It is clear that buyers are responding with enthusiasm to a powerful combination 
of elegance. quality and vitality. "Federal Land, Inc. takes pride in projects that offer luxury features, quality construction, recreational facilities and tranquil natural spaces. 
In addition, Federal Land communities have strong appeal because of their location in areas that have exceptional vitality." Federal Land FVP for marketing Ramon Aldaba said. 


Federal Land’s customers tend to be those who thrive on the excitement of more urbanized locations where they can walk to everything and be part of a variety of recreational, culinary and 
cultural venues. These people may have lived in a quiet suburban neighborhood for years and are looking for a change of pace. Whatever the circumstances, they are choosing a lifestyle as well 
as a residence, and that lifestyle includes being close to the pulse of their community. 


Settling in at Valencia Hills 


Federal Land communities are designed to have a distinctive character that blends innovative architecture with the ultimate in comfort and quality amenities. A prime example is Valencia Hills, 
a 22-storey, twin tower residential condominium strategically located near schools, major shopping centers and business establishments in San Juan and Quezon City. 


At only six units per floor, space for comfort is assured. The building features a variety of one-to-three bedroom and penthouse units; fully air-conditioned multi-purpose room; a chapel / prayer 
room; an indoor gym and a swimming pool with heated Jacuzzi; a reliable building management, fire protection and 24-hour security system. 


To add to this excitement, Valencia Hills is on N. Domingo corner Valencia Sts., Quezon City, right in the heart of major business and commercial centers near Greenhills and Ortigas. Residents 
can shop to their heart's content at SM Centerpoint, Unimart Greenhills, Robinson's Galleria or the Podium. Long known for academic excellence, La Salle Greenhills, Xavier School, ICA, OB 
Montessori and Poveda adds intellectual and cultural activities in the area and professionals working at the Ortigas Center will certainly find Valencia Hills an irresistible attraction, 


Interested parties may inquire about Federal Land's special financing packages by calling its marketing arm, Omni Orient Marketing Network, Inc. at tel. Nos. 810-4692 to 95 or by logging 
ото wwwfederalland.com.ph Federal Land, Inc. is a member of the Metrobank Group of Companies. 
Adv 
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SEVEN SAMURAIS. LZ Punzalan’s take 
оп Japanese culture, The topis sewn 
from seven fabrics, using air-cool knits 
andnylon, and cotton pants. The model 
wears Adidas’ E.M. Comp, inspired by 
the cycling shoe worn by Eddy Mercloc. 
It’s got perforated leather grain leather 
uppers. f 


with Warhol-ish Miss 
Universe images, worn with 


Italia running shoes, popular 
among trackand table 
tennis champions,of soft 
kangaroo leather upper. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUE. 
Mel Vergel de Dios’ air- 
cool knit shirts with 
garters and cutouts are 
teamed with 
deconstructed denim 
skirts. Worn with Adidas’ 
Montreal moccasins 
construction with a heel 
wrap, which originally 
became famous among 
professional football 
players. 


Intheir heyday, these were exclusive to the 
fields. gyms or arenas. Today they've been 
reinterpreted in vivid colors and techno 
fabrics. designed for the fashion-savvy. 


HANG LOOSE. |, 
Basketball 
jersey shirt with 
a wide ribbed 
waistband. The 
large Trefoil 
trademark. 

signifies Adidas" z^ 

premium line. 
Punzalan 
combines it with 
utilitarian 
skirt. 


WITH sportswear taking to the streets, major 
brands are digging up their archives and giv- 
ing their apparel and footwear a new twist. In 
their heyday, these styles were exclusive to the 
fields, gyms or arenas. Today they've been 
reinterpreted in vivid colors and techno fab- 
rics, designed for the fashion-savvy. 

Bullish about its marketing strategy, Adidas 
launched the Originals/ Sports Heritage Divi- 
sion two years ago to help establish brand le- 
gitimacy in the lifestyle market. The major 
styles from the archives are interpreted as 
fashion pieces and replicas of famous 
sportswear are done in limited editions. 

For instance, track suits with the classic 
three stripes branding are rendered in leather 
and sold at P70,000. The Monaco GP racing 
boots have everything a driver needs-quilted 
nylon uppers and gum rubber outsole with 
Goodyear racing tire-inspired traction profile. 
The only difference is that it's not fire retar- 
dant since it's now a fashion shoe. The gym- 
nastic slipper is remade into soft leather Mary- 
janes with velcro foot straps that can be worn 
anywhere, 


Trend literate 

Adidas developed its “Assisted Discovery” 
strategy to hit the right audience with the right 
products in a subtle way. Instead of the hard- 
sell approach, these items-relaunched as up- 
market-are associated with the trend-literate 
who have personal links with the "old school" 
or classic Trefoil logo. Although Adidas targets 
Gen XYZ, it's really the baby boomers who wax 
nostalgic about the Originals. It was in 70s and 
7805 that Adidas was a status symbol in the 
Philippines and the whole sporting world, a fa- 
vorite of international athletes. 

During the recent Fashion Week at the Glo- 
rietta Activity Center, Adidas eschewed tradi- 
tional marketing tactics such as streamers, 
handouts and stalls. Instead, it established its 
presence in fashion shows for the young, and 
senior designers interpreted its Originals/ 
Sports Heritage collection. Keeping the “As- 
sisted Discovery” strategy in mind, the design- 
ers showed how classic Adidas pieces could 
look young, hip and even wacky. 

Fashion Week's concept was born out of 
Adidas’ inviting Yohji Yamomoto to design its 
footwear and apparel. The experience appar- 
ently made Yamamoto relive his youth, when 
Adidas was such a hot brand, it inspired the 
new sports lifestyle collection, Y3. 

The Young Designers Guilds focused on 
sportswear glam during Fashion Week. Keep- 
ing summer dressing in mind, the designers 
chose light and airy silhouettes. The four de- 
signers featured on this page had clear con- 
cepts. It’s interesting to note that a couple of 
them interpreted New Androgyny-YDG presi- 
dent Mel Vergel de Dios with his skirts for 
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GOTTAFLY 
NOW. Ivar 
Aseron's 
homage to 
‘Rocky’ inan 
androgynous 
version. The 
model is shod in 
Adidas Italia 
and soccer 
socks. 


men, and Ivalurski Aseron with his satin silk 
and pastel boxer robe and shorts. 

For shirts, Vergel de Dios used aircool knits, 
the fabric with tiny perforations that lets the 
skin breathe and enables the sweat to evapo- 
rate. These were matched with the Adidas 
shoe with perforated toe caps. To give the shirt 
shape, the designer added garters. Cutouts 
were sewn onto the shirts and accented with 
piping. Instead of denim jeans, the designer 
made his men wear skirts, deconstructing the 
pattern by making the hemline look like waist- 
bands, and the waistbands like hems. Patch 
pockets were also accentuated with contrast- 
ing piping. 

“Even if men wear skirts, they should still 
look masculine,” said Vergel de Dios, a self- 
taught designer who also has an RTW label 
under his name. 


Status symbol 

Remember the “Rocky” movies of the '70s 
and "80s? Aseron’s millennium version of 
Rocky is the new male of the Zeros~one who 
isn’t ashamed of showing his feminine side. 
Silk-satin boxer robes flowed sensuously, 
sleeves were gartered for a blousy effect. 

To advertising creative director-slash-de- 
signer James Reyes, summer means beauty 
pageants. He paid tribute to Miss Universe 
Gloria Diaz by downloading a photograph of 
hers from the Internet and printing multiple 
images of the then young beauty queen. The 
graphics were plasterd on a rectangular 
blouse with gathers. He called it the “punda” 
or pillowcase top, worn with a long A-line 
skirt and accented with cut-off soccer socks as 
gloves, and Adidas running shoes. The look 
‘was pop art, but wearable. 

The youngest in the group, Louie Punzalan, 
is still a fashion and merchandising student at 
the College of St. Benilde. However, the 24- 
year-old is already a designer for Tyler. Punza- 
lan adapted elements of Japanese pop culture 
and tradition-martial arts sashes and pants, 
hand paintings on the back of the shirts with 
Japanese motifs and multi-colored appliqués. 
He fused them with references from base- 
ball-raglan sleeves and plackets. For the 
women, he played around with straps and 
belts, his version of utilitarian chic. 

АЙ these designers accessorized their 
clothes with Adidas footwear. 

Adidas experienced double-digit growth in 
the first quarter of this year, based on figures 
for the same time last year. More women have 
been buying the performance clothes for their 
gym workouts, The men, still conservative, fa- 
vor the top seller-the three-striped polo and 
tee. Because these selections are seen in more 
outlets, and also because, prominent people 
have lately been photographed in Adidas, the 
brand has once again become a status symbol. 
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GOOD things do come in small packages. Gymnast- 
turned-dancer Julie Alagde, for example: barely five. 
feet tall, all of 88 Ibs., and with a 21-inch waistline. 

The former No. 1 rhythmic gymnast in the country, once 
member of Powerdance, has just landed a role in the Aus- 
tralian theater production of "The Lion King.” But while 
waiting for rehearsals, she teaches at Steps, former balleri- 
na Sofia Zobel-Elizalde’s dance studio. 

‘This tiny dancer was born on July 16, 1976. She studied 
ballet as a child under Joji Felix-Velarde, then took up basic 
gymnastics at age 11. Studies at Manila Science High 
School forced her to give up extracurricular activities. 

But as fate would have it, at around that time (1990) the 
Malaysian gymnastics team was visiting Manila and intro- 
duced a new performance art form, rhythmic gymnastics. 
By way of sharing their knowledge with Filipinos, the 
Malaysians set out to form a counterpart team. Out of 100 
who auditioned, 20 passed, and among these lucky few 
was Alagde, After one more year of training, only 11 girls 
remained. 

Alagde explains that rhythmic gymnastics is dance-ori- 
ented, as most of it is done on the floor. The rhythmic 
gymnast uses rope, hoop, ball, clubs and ribbons in the 
routines. 


Training? Try ‘torture’ 
To say that training was gruelling, is an understatement. 
‘The Philippines imported Bulgarian coaches who imposed 
standards. Making it more difficult was the strin- 
gent diet. The girls lived from day to day on water, one 
hard-boiled egg, and a packet of crackers. Alagde says it 


was sheer drive for perfection that fu- 


= 
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ser, 


eled them through the long hours. 
When the girls started to weaken, the 
coach would allow them to rest for a 
few minutes, drink water, and then re- 
turn to the routine. They weren't even 
allowed to take the usual energy drinks 
because these contained chocolate and 
sugar. Other girls took extreme mea- 
sures, such as downing laxatives and 
slimming teas to be as slight as the par- 
allel bars. 

Up шї now, Alagde has maintained а 
strict diet. She's a lacto-ovo vegetarian, 
and eschews sweets. Her only indul- 
gence s pasta. 

AsNo. 1 in her field and the country’s 
representative, she won a bronze and a 
silver medal in the '93 and °95 South- 
east Asian Games, respectively, and 
fourth place in the Asian Games. 

While majoring in Physical Educa- 
tion at the University ofthe Philippines, 
she received a flyer about Douglas Nier- 
ras Powerdance studio. She decided to 
check out the place, with the simple in- 
tention of cross-training. What hap- 
pened was, Nierras exposed her to a dif- 
ferent mindset altogether. 

When the gymnastics teams got 
fractious, Alagde decided to “retire. 


She was 19. And with her impressive 
credentials, plus a rubber body with 
the strength of steel, she joined Pow- 
erdance. 

Nierras, Alagde recalls, didn't like 
fragile-looking dancers because it didn't 
reflect the spirit of the company, or jus- 
tify its name. The principals, Para Isidro 
and Jaime del Prado, were muscular. 
Nierras required his girs to lift weights 
and build sleek muscles. He demanded 
performance quality in all his classes 
and rehearsals. He pushed his dancers 
to the limits. Her five years with the 
company were fulfilling, she says, as 
she performed and traveled a lot. 


Passing it on 

In the past few years, Alagde has 
been going to New York, dance capital 
of America, to take up classes. Lately, 
she's been passing on the acquired 
knowledge to her students at Steps 
Dance Studio. In the mornings, she 
gives a mat class designed for people 
with back or joint problems. The class 
consists of Pilates-based exercises, yo- 
за, the Alexander technique, and 
some modern dance routines. She al- 
o teaches jazz, and the Horton mod- 
ern dance technique. 


To win the role for "The Lion King," 
Alagde topped 300 aspirants from 
the Philippines. Then she went for 
another round of auditions wit 
dancers from  neighborin 
countries. Fortunately, id 
auditions consisted oí 
ton-based moveme 
which many of the oth: 
dancers found foreigi 

Another Filipino in 
the cast is thespian 
Noni Buencamino. The 
show will run for a 
year in Sydney, start- 
ing on Oct. 16. 

Because she 
knows how to sum- 
mon the courage to 
operate from the heerd 
Alagde is headed for 1 
cess. — Marge C. Enriquez 
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OR the first time Sept. 3-5, the Phil 
since the postwar porary arts exhibition in October, 
migration of Fil- 


the Filipino contemporary gane 
ron С lan music i ; and the 
ipinos to Australia, the philippine festa in November at 
Filipino community in te Philippine community center 
Melbourne will hold inFitzroy suburb. 
Philippine festivals for 
six months, from June 


‘The festivals mark the expan- 
sion of the Filipino’s cultural ac- 

to November 2003, to 

showcase their coun- 


tivity to make known their pres- 
ence from the traditional annual 

try's culture-crafts, mu- 

sic and cuisine-to Mel- 


Fiesta Filipina, which is not 
more than a weekend gathering 
bourne’s multi-ethnic 
population. 


The festivals are initiated by 
the Philippine honorary Consul 
General in Victoria, Maina 
Walkley. With this project, the 
Filipino community, which is 
already one the largest Asian 
communities in the state, is 
catching up with what other 
‘communities-especially, the 
Italian and Greel-have been 
doing to stamp their cultural 
mark in Victoria. 

‘The festivals program some- 
how has a resemblance to the 
successful French spring in 
Manila, staged by the French 
‘embassy. The phases of the fes- 
tivals are the Philippine textile 
exhibition in June to August, 
the Philippine food festival, on 


1 
cooking Filipino food. Glenda 
is among the few Filipino food 
specialists who know how to 
handle our cuisine and high- 
light what's appealing in it. An- ^ 
other Filipino who had moved 
Filipino cuisine into the inter- 
national loop is Nora Daza, 
whose restaurant in Paris was 
famous, and which gave an 
identity to Filipino cuisine. 

Melbourne is a natural envi- 
ronment for gourmands and 
food lovers. There are many 
restaurants, and if you want 
good food, you don't go and 
find it in five-star hotels. You 
find it in small restaurants, 
bistros and brasseries. Wine is 
good and the variety is unbe- * 
lievable. There is always some 
kind of wine or food tasting, 
even in the publie markets. 
When we were on holiday in 
Melbourne in March and April, 
there was a wine and cheese 
tasting event in the new Feder- 
ation Square, where the wines 
and cheeses of Victoria’s wine 
and cheese countries are pro- 
duced. 

It is only now that the Fil- 
ipino community there has tak- 
en steps to exploit its cultural 
and gastronomic assets, and 
Melburnians ате always eager 
towiden their culinary tastes. 


have been invited to introduce 
the best in Filipino cooking. The 
food festival combines cooking 
demonstrations, lectures and 
workshops and lunch and dinner 
events featuring Filipino gastro- 
nomic delights. Food importers 
and traders have been invited to 
participate. 


eat Italian food as good, if not bet- 
ter than that, in Italy. Besides, the. 
beauty of Melbourne is that fresh 
seafood, meat, and lamb, as well 
as vegetables, herbs and fruits are 
always available in the supermar- 
kets and public wet markets. So, 
it's ajoy cooking in Melbourne, 
One of the facts that compelled 
the holding of the food festival is 
that there has been no successful 
Filipino restaurant in Melbourne 
or in any major Australian city, 


our mark 


By Amando Doronila 


in Melbourne 


where Filipinos come together to 
exchange gossip and put up stalls 
onthe level of quality of flea mar- 
kets. 

‘The most exciting aspect of the 
program is the food festival to 
which restaurateurs from Manila 
and Filipino chefs in Australia 


consisting of dimsum. 

The Vietnamese are the late- 
comers in the migration wave to 
Australia. Today Vietnamese 
restaurants dot suburbs with big 
concentrations of Indo-Chinese 
migrants, and their cuisine is 
popular and widely accepted. 


No identity 

Itis sad to say that Filipino cui- 
sine has not established its identi- 
ty in Australia, although theirs is 
much to recommend in Filipino 
cooking. Filipino restaurants that 
have been opened and then fold 
after a few months were on the 

level of carinderias and tried to 
present Filipino food with Chi- 
nese accent, The festival 
seeks to correct this 
mistake, апд 
this is why Fil- 
ipino restaura- 

teurs 

and 
chefs in Aus- 
tralian restaurants 
have been invited. 

One of those invited is Glenda 
Barretto of Via Mare and Oyster 
Bar fame. This is a good choice. 
Glenda is innovative and has gi 
en Filipino cooking a cosmopol 
tan and even international flavor 
and presentation that go beyond 
the strictly traditional way of 


Food mecca 
‘Melbourne is known as the food 
mecca of Australia where the di- 


verse migrant communities, in- 
cluding the Italian, Greek, Turk- 
ish, Spanish, Chinese, Viet- 
namese, Thai, Japanese, French, 
Lebanese and North African have 
contributed to enrich the gastro- 
nomic life of Melbourne. This is 
probably the place where one can. 


while Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean cooking 
have left their marks. In Mel- 
bourne's Chinatown on Little 
Bourke Street, in central city, the 
place is lined with Chinese 
restaurants where on Sundays, 
people go for the popular brunch 


By Martin Valdes 
Contributor 


WHERE, in heaven's name, are the lions? 

‘The airport РА announces in Afrikaans-En- 
glish, “Goeie middag, and welcome to Cape 
‘Town International Airport. We hope you have 
an enjoyable trip. Dankie.” Гуе been in South 
Africa for all of 10 minutes and thus far, m dis- 
appointed. 

There are no bushmen dressed in animal 
skins at the reception area to welcome the pas- 
sengers with a traditional dance, no cave paint- 
ings along the corridors, Not a single Customs 
officer has a bone through his nose, nota single 
security guard carries a spear-or at least a knife 
carved from the hipbone of a whale, for God's 
sake-and not a single female airport personnel 
has a breast exposed for a child to suckle on. 

‘And no lions. 

‘The only roar to be heard is the occasional de- 
parture of an airplane, which did not cause fear 
and wonder amongst the natives below. Talk 
about being gypped by National Geographic. 

Although this isn't the first time Гуе been to 
the continent-some years back, I was in Moroc- 
со searching for camels-this is the first time I've 
been to Southern Africa, specifically, South 
Africa. The friend who was to be my tour guide 
for the next few weeks while I explored Cape 
Town showed up driving a compact Peugeot 
with the steering wheel on the wrong side. 

As we putter down the N2, I express my dis- 
appointment at not finding the Africa in my 
mind, assembled through years of watching 
"Animal Planet" and Tarzan reruns, as well as 
the feature films "The Ghost and the Darkness," 
“Survivor: Africa," and not to forget one re- 
quired viewing for anybody who has handled a 
bottle of Coke-"The Gods Must Be Crazy.” 

Tam about to ask my friend-guide if she in- 
tends to stay fully clothed for the whole dura- 
tion of my trip, when a mountain appears on the 
horizon. My jaw drops. On top of the mountain I 
see the devil smoking a pipe, and beside it, a 
crouching lion; Iwill explain later. 


Startling centerpiece 

Cape Town, located near the southern tip of 
the vast African continent, is considered one of 
the most beautiful cities on earth. Its center- 
piece is Table Mountain, a startling natural for- 
mation with sheer cliffs and a kilometer-long 
plateau that could well be the world’s longest, 
stiffest crew cut. 

The city also juts into the Atlantic Ocean, pro- 
viding it with everything required to win a Miss 
Universal City competition, Both the climate and 
geography invite comparisons to other distin- 
guished coastal cities, such as Rio de Janeiro, 
Vancouver, Sydney and San Francisco. All these 
cities have individual crowning attributes, but 
not the depth and drama of Cape Town's history. 

Tm sitting ata diner trying to finish breakfast. 
when Spain eliminates South Africa from the 
World Cup in Korea. Audible groans erupt from 
all around me when the referee on TV blows his 
whistle, signaling the end of a valiant campaign. 


LusTRATIONBYSTERH BRAVO 


Ah well, I console a morose black man at my 
table, at least South Africa was in the World Cup 
at all. He almost takes offense, until I explain 
that I am from the Philippines, a country with 
about as much World Cup experience as a Re- 
publican has with diplomacy. Besides, 1 say, 
South Africa can look forward to the World Cup 
of Cricket and the World Cup of Rugby. 

‘While I consider myself a sports enthusiast, 
these are two sports I simply cannot compre- 
hend. Cricket appears to be a mutated form of 
baseball that takes days to complete (with both 
teams breaking for tea). The players are dressed 
in immaculate white jerseys and slacks (as 
though bound for a tea party), celebrating 
deliriously when a bunch of sticks breaks apart 
(like they've been smoking tea). Rugby, no less 
confusing, resembles American football sans 
the safety gear, and involves two teams of hulk- 
ing brutes escaped from my collective night- 
mares, an oval ball, and screaming fans who 
seem to know the rules. 

‘They do not have San Miguel Super Dry in 
Cape Town. But they do have Crown beer, rump 
steak and pap (a maize porridge). Lots of corn, 
lots of curries, lots of steaks from animals 1 
thought were endangered, lots of ostrich (en- 
joyable until I remembered Big Bird and broke 
down weeping halfway through my soufilé), 
and lots of melktert, а custard so scrumptious, I 
could have married it. 
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tage. The only thing I don't get is the unusual 
habit of wine experts spitting out perfectly good 
samples, while insist on refills. Which probably 
explains why I can't remember anything much 
after the third wine estate. 


Like a parable 

То narrate the history of Cape Town by begin- 
ning with the history of Africa would be like 
telling the Parable of the Talents and starting 
with the Book of Genesis. Suffice it to say that 
there is evidence of the first humans having 
been found in South Africa where, we can as- 
sume, indigenous people lived in relative peace 
until (surprise, surprise) the Europeans showed 
up with their wooden crosses, fancy accents and 
polysyllabic last names. First the Portuguese in 
the 15th century, then the English in the 16th, 
and then the Dutch in the 17th, with no one 
stopping to ask the Khoisan, or native Africans, 
what they thought of this and that fort being 
erected. 

‘And, in a move rather perverse in its irony, 
the Dutch began imported slave labor from 
Asian colonies to work settlements in Cape 
‘Town. Fast-forward to the mid-1900s, and the 
platform of apartheid (literally, the state of be- 
ing apart) was in full swing, with white people 
eating cake and everyone else doing the baking. 
And then in 1990, a man named Nelson Man- 
dela, who had been sentenced to life imprison- 


CAPE TOWN: one of the most beautiful cities on earth. 


Seafood is quite a big thing here, and they've 
got some of the best Гуе ever tasted. But they do 
go overboard with the calamari. Cape Tonians 
consume deep-fried squid like Americans de- 
vour French fries: it’s a side dish for everything. 
I'm starting to develop an addiction to biltong, 
jerky-like shreds of salted meat from such vari- 
‘ous sources as ostrich, sheep, deer, and cows, 
and some other critters without Disney copy- 
rights, 

But in terms of culinary adventures in South 
Africa, nothing beats the Winelands. There are 
well over 150 estates and farms to choose from, 
several boasting a robust combination of histo- 
iy architecture, magnificent scenery, good- 
looking tour guides and some damn fine Pino- 


Making sense s» 


Bush is aware that the world is on the threshold of a 
tremendous change of mindset. His expansive qualities 
(Jupiter conjunct Chiron in his natal chart) will enable 
him to sense that he is receiving higher guidance in 
shaping his agenda for the US and the world. In this 
chart appears the biblical image of the Divine. 

Clouds, in the midst of which is an eye within a 
triangle of flame, are allusions to the biblical God in 
the “Burning Bush” calling Moses. This could be a 
sign of God's fiery intervention. 

Retrograde planets also mean karmic retribution. 
It signifies a person's life pattern that goes against 
convention, and there may be a desire to remake 
something in the image of one’s own likeness. Jupiter 
in Leo indicates a person's return to a country, a place 
where he used to rule. Bush appears to experience. 
tremendous déjà vu. The soul probably remembers 
prior lives in Iraq or in ancient Mesopotamia. 


Bush's blind spot 

Placed in of the noblest stages in the zodiac 
(Uranus on 30 degrees Aquarius), Bush is described 
as a king with undisputed authority easy riches and 
high feelings Hie moral ferliner nre qucreee and in. 


ment, was set free. 

‘Ona group tour of Robben Islands, the guide, 
an elderly black man with a slight speech im- 
pediment, tells the crowd that he used to be a 
prisoner here-a political prisoner, he proudly 
clarifies as he indicates his old cell. But the one 
everybody wants to see is Nelson Mandela's. So 
the old man directs us towards a small cell, 
about the area of a queen-size bed, where the 
penal island's most famous resident spent 18 of 
his 27-year imprisonment, People press forward 
to take pictures, jostling for a view as though for 
Michael Jackson's nose. 

In contrast to its morbid history-it also dou- 
bled once as a leper colony-Robben Island is 
quite serene, with a view of the mainland in the 


distance that must have been agony for the in- 
mates. Actually, almost everything I've seen in 
Cape Town at this point is beautiful-the Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront and its shops, cafés and 
wharf; Long Street downtown, erupting with a 
bohemian attitude and energized by an almost 
dangerous nightlife; the waitress at the Purple 
‘Turtle pub; The Castle and Bo-Kaap Museum; 
the humpback whales frolicking off the coast of 
Hermanus and, of course, Table Mountain. But 
the one memory 1 am sure 1 will take home with 
me is of this small cell on Robben Island. It is 
bleak and cold, but more significantly, it is emp- 
y 


Smoking with the devil 

There is a legend that, once upon a time, an 
old sea captain was challenged by the devil to a 
pipe-smoking competition on top of Table 
Mountain. As all good Christian stories go, the 
devil lost, and to this day, when a wreath of 
clouds obscures the top of the mountain, they 
say the devil and the old captain are at it again. 

As I stand atop Table Mountain and gaze at 
the truly awesome view surrounding me, its dif- 
ficult to decide what to spend my time gawking 
at, The city at its base sparkles, the Atlantic 
beckons, and magnificent rock formations com- 
pete for my attention. Not the least of these is а 
small peak beside Table Mountain, shaped like 
the king of the beasts and aptly named Lion's 


The Lion, 


the Devil 
and the 


Filipino 


Head. Cape Town is inspired, no doubt, but also 
inspiring. I can’t help but think of the dramatic 
similarities between this African gem and my 
Pearl of the Orient-from our being discovered 
by a Portuguese explorer, our subjugation, inde- 
pendence and current growing-up pains, to our 
love affair with good food and the laid-back 
lifestyle, and the natural resources we have 
been blessed with. Okay, so they have Table 
Mountain and we have Smoky Mountain, but 
ме have the Sex Bomb girls, whereas 1 don't 
think they ve achieved that state of high culture. 
yet. Cape Town is a beautiful city in a beautiful 
country. only hope they let me back in one day. 
T light one last cigarette because the devil may 
need some help. 


flexible in spite of ambition and thirst for power. 
Such self-mastery may however create a selfish de- 
tachment. He may be isolated ftom the rest of the 
world because it appears that he listens to nobody. 

‘There is likely to be an unrealistic blind spot 
somewhere in his character. He is thinly disguising 
his judgement with righteous indignity. His lack of 
practicality is not always favorable for financial in- , 
volvements, especially not in an. extremely costly 
war like this one. 

‘This war is about a Cancerian’s fear of what a 
long-time enemy could do with weapons of mass 
destruction, Saddam's ouster will be а two-part 
message to other autocrats who turn a blind eye to 
terrorism. First, that no pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction will be tolerated; and second, that these 
leaders need to reform their political systems and 
societies. This is the essence of Bush's speech tout- 
ing a grand vision for the Middle East, but his mo- 
tives are suspect 

More than past US presidents, he knows he will 
encounter great difficulty if he is to bring to reality 
his grand vision of a new world order. 


Big change 


As his inflated ego begins to diminish, Bush will 
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people will perceive truth, beaury, wisdom, dignity, 
and peace that are based on human principles. 

At the core of human understanding and expla- 
nation of world events is an unconscious perception. 
of our own identity. As we look at ourselves, so we 
look at our surroundings. When we perceive our- 
selves as vulnerable humans, the prospect of immi- 
nent doom becomes apparent and frightening. 

But when we see ourselves as spiritual beings, 
ош perception changes. What is put before us may 
just be the undoing of centuries’ worth of action 
based on ego, greed and fear. Thus, chaos is viewed 
as catharsis, crisis becomes change, and all prob- 
Jems are seen as opportunities to look at who we re- 
ally are, and how we would like to relate to each 
other. 

It would take five years for a western type of 
democracy to flourish in Iraq. On January 2008, 
transiting Pluto (transformation) will leave Sagit- 
tarius, the sign of world religions, to move into 
Capricorn, the sign of world government and insti 
tutions. Whenever devastating Plutonian issues are 
involved, the borders between nations start disap- 
pearing, 

(For questions 
hausQmindgate.net) 


or feedback, mail to sol. 
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OR the first time 
since the postwar 
migration of Fil- 
ipinos to Australia, the 
Filipino community in 
Melbourne will hold 
Philippine festivals for 
six months, from June 
to November 2003, to 
showcase their coun- 
try’s culture-crafts, mu- 
sic and cuisine-to Mel- 
bourne’s multi-ethnic 

population. 

The festivals are initiated by 
the Philippine honorary Consul 
General in Victoria, Maina 
Walkley. With this project, the 
Filipino community, which is 
already one the largest Asian 
communities in the state, is 
catching up with what other 
communities-especially, фе 
Italian and Greek-have been 
doing to stamp their cultural 
mark in Victoria. 

The festivals program some- 
how has a resemblance to the 
successful French spring in 
Manila, staged by the French 
embassy. The phases of the fes- 
tivals are the Philippine textile 
exhibition in June to August, 
the Philippine food festival, on 


Sept. 3-5, the Philippine contem- 
porary arts exhibition in October, 
the Filipino contemporary game- 
lan music in October, and the 
Philippine fiesta in November at 
the Philippine community center 
in Fitzroy suburb. 

The festivals mark the expan- 
sion of the Filipino's cultural ac- 
tivity to make known their pres- 
ence from the traditional annual 
Fiesta Filipina, which is nothing 
more than a weekend gathering 


have been invited to introduce 
the best in Filipino cooking. The 
food festival combines cooking 
demonstrations, lectures and 
workshops and lunch and dinner 
events featuring Filipino gastro- 
nomic delights. Food importers 
and traders have been invited to 
participate. 


Food mecca 
Melbourne is known as the food 
mecca of Australia where the di- 


eat Italian food as good, if not bet- 
ter than that, in Italy. Besides, the 
beauty of Melbourne is that fresh 
seafood, meat, and lamb, as well 
as vegetables, herbs and fruits are. 
always available in the supermar- 
kets and public wet markets. So, 
Ж a joy cooking in Melbourne. 
‘One of the facts that compelled 
the holding of the food festival is 
that there has been no successful 
Filipino restaurant in Melbourne 
or in any major Australian city, 


Making 
our mark 


By Amando Doronila 


in Melbourne 


where Filipinos come together to 
exchange gossip and put up stalls 
on the level of quality of flea mar- 
kets. 

‘The most exciting aspect of the 
program is the food festival to 
"which restaurateurs from Manila 
and Filipino chefs in Australia 


consisting of dimsum. 

The Vietnamese are the late- 
comers in the migration wave to 
Australia. Today, Vietnamese 
restaurants dot suburbs with big 
concentrations of Indo-Chinese other Filipino who had moved 
migrants, and their cuisine is Filipino cuisine into the inter- 
popular and widely accepted. national loop is Мога Daza, 

UE whose restaurant in Paris was 
No identity famous. and which gave an 
It is sad to say that Filipino cui- 


identity to Filipino cuisine. 

sinehasnotestablished itsidenti- ^ Melbourne is a natural envi- 
ty in Australia, although theirs is ronment for gourmands and 
much to recommend in Filipino food lovers. There are many 
cooking. Filipino restaurants that restaurants, and if you want 
have been opened and then fold good food, you don't go and 
after a few months were on the ind it in five-star hotels. You 
level of carinderias and tried to 


ri find it in small restaurants, 
present Filipino food with Chi- bistros and brasseries. Wine is 
nese accent. The festival 


good and the variety is unbe- 
seeks to correct this lievable, There is always some 
mistake, and kind of wine or food tasting, 
this is why Fil- even in the public markets. 
ipino restaura- When we were on holiday in 
teurs overseas Melbourne in March and April 

and Filipino there was a wine and cheese 
chefs in Aus- tasting event in the new Feder- 

tralian restaurants 


Р ation Square, where the wines 
have been invited. and cheeses of Victoria's wine 
One of those invited is Glenda 


and cheese countries are pro- 
Barretto of Via Mate and Oyster duced. 
Bar fame. This is a good choice. It is only now that the Fil- 
Glenda is innovative and has giv- іріпо community there has tak- 
en Filipino cooking a cosmopoli- еп steps to exploit its cultural 
tan and even international flavor and gastronomic assets, and 
and presentation that go beyond Melburnians are always eager 
the strictly traditional way of towiden their culinary tastes. 


cooking Filipino food. Glenda 
is among the few Filipino food 
specialists who know how to 
handle our cuisine and high- 
light what's appealing init. An- 


verse migrant communities, in- 
duding the Italian, Greek, Turk- 
ish, Spanish, Chinese, Viet- 
namese, Thai, Japanese, French, 
Lebanese and North African have 
contributed to enrich the gastro- 
nomic life of Melbourne. This is 
probably the place where one can 


while Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, 
Japanese and Korean cooking 
have left their marks. In Mel- 
bourne’s Chinatown on Little 
Bourke Street, in central city, the 
place is lined with Chinese 
restaurants where on Sundays, 
people go for the popular brunch 


By Martin Valdes 
Contributor 


WHERE, in heaven's name, are the lions? 

The airport PA announces in Afrikaans-En- 
glish, “Goeie middag, and welcome to Cape 
‘Town International Airport. We hope you have 
an enjoyable trip. Dankie.” Гуе been in South 
Africa for all of 10 minutes and thus far, "m dis- 
appointed. 

There are no bushmen dressed in animal 
skins at the reception area to welcome the pas- 
sengers with a traditional dance, no cave paint- 
ings along the corridors. Not a single Customs 
officer has a bone through his nose, лога single 
security guard carries a spear-or at least a knife 
carved from the hipbone of a whale, for God's 
sake-and not a single female airport personnel 
has breast exposed for a child to suckle on. 

And nollions. 

The only roar tobe heard is the occasional de- 
parture of an airplane, which did not cause fear 
and wonder amongst the natives below. Talk 
about being gypped by National Geographic. 

Although this isn't the first time Гуе been to 
the continent-some years back, I was in Moroc- 
co searching for camels-thisis the first time I've 
been to Southem Africa, specifically South 
Africa. The friend who was to be my tour guide 
for the next few weeks while ! explored Cape 
Town showed up driving a compact Peugeot 
with the steering wheel on the wrong side. 

‘As we putter down the N2, 1 express my dis- 
appointment at not finding the Africa in my 
mind, assembled through years of watching 
"Animal Planet" and Tarzan reruns, as well аз 
the feature films "The Ghost and the Darkness," 
“Survivor: Africa,” and not to forget one re- 
quired viewing for anybody who has handled a 
bottle of Coke-"The Gods Must Be Crazy." 

Tam about to ask my friend-guide if she in- 
tends to stay fully clothed for the whole dura- 
tion of my trip, when a mountain appears on the 
horizon. My jaw drops. On top of the mountain I 
see the devil smoking a pipe, and beside it, a 
crouching lion; Iwill explain later. 


Startling centerpiece 

Cape Town, located near the southern tip of 
the vast African continent, is considered one of 
the most beautiful cities on earth. Its center- 
piece is Table Mountain, a startling natural for- 
mation with sheer cliffs and a kilometer-long 
plateau that could well be the world's longest, 
stiffest crew cut. 

‘The city also juts into the Atlantic Ocean, pro- 
viding it with everything required to win a Miss 
Universal City competition. Both the climate and 
geography invite comparisons to other distin- 
guished coastal cities, such as Rio de Janeiro, 
Vancouver, Sydney and San Francisco. All these 
cities have individual crowning attributes, but 
not the depth and drama of Cape Town's history. 

Tm sitting at a diner trying to finish breakfast 
when Spain eliminates South Africa from the 
World Cup in Korea. Audible groans erupt from 
all around me when the referee on TV blows his 
whistle, signaling the end ofa valiant campaign. 


sanoni mmea 


Ah well, I console a morose black man at my 
table, at least South Africa was in the World Cup 
at all. He almost takes offense, until 1 explain 
that 1 am from the Philippines, a country with 
about as much World Cup experience as a Re- 
publican has with diplomacy. Besides, I say, 
South Africa can look forward to the World Cup 
of Cricket and the World Cup of Rugby. 

While I consider myself a sports enthusiast, 
these are two sports I simply cannot compre- 
hend. Cricket appears to be 2 mutated form of 
baseball that takes days to complere (with both 
teams breaking for tea). The players are dressed 
in immaculate white jerseys and slacks (as 
though bound for a tea party), celebrating 
deliriously when a bunch of sticks breaks apart 
(like they ve been smoking tea). Rugby, no less 
confusing, resembles American football sans 
the safety gear, and involves two teams of hulk- 
ing brutes escaped from my collective night- 
mares, an oval ball, and screaming fans who 
seem to know the rules. 

They do not have San Miguel Super Dry in 
Cape Town. But they do have Crown beer, rump 
steak and pap (a maize porridge). Lots 1 
lots of curries, lots of steaks from animals 1 
thought were endangered, lots of ostrich (en- 
joyable until 1 remembered Big Bird and broke 
down weeping halfway through my soufflé), 
and lots of melktert, a custard so scrumptious, | 
could have married it. 


Xr 
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tage. The only thing I don't get is the unusual 
habit of wine experts spitting out perfectly good 
samples, while I insist on refills. Which probably 
explains why I can't remember anything much 
after the third wine estate 


Like a parable 

To narrate the history of Cape Town by begin- 
ning with the history of Africa would be like 
telling the Parable of the Talents and starting 
with the Book of Genesis. Suffice it to say that 
there is evidence of the first humans having 
been found in South Africa where, we can as- 
sume, indigenous people lived in relative peace 
until (surprise, surprise) the Europeans showed 
up with their wooden crosses, fancy accents and 
polysyllabic last names. First the Portuguese in 
the 15th century, then the English in the 16th, 
and then the Dutch in the 17th, with no one 
stopping to ask the Khoisan, or native Africans, 
what they thought of this and that fort being 
erected, 

And, in a move rather perverse in its irony, 
the Dutch began imported slave labor from 
Asian colonies to work settlements in Cape 
"Town. Fastforward to the mid-1900s, and the 
platform of apartheid (literally, the state of be- 
ing apart) was in full swing, with white people 
eating cake and everyone else doing the baking. 
And then in 1990, a man named Nelson Man- 
dela, who had been sentenced to life imprison- 
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Seafood is quite a big thing here, and they've 
got some of the best I've ever tasted. But they do 
go overboard with the calamari. Cape Tonians 
consume deep-fried squid like Americans de- 
vour French fries: it's a side dish for everything. 
Tm starting to develop an addiction to biltong 
Jerky-like shreds of salted meat from such vari- 
‘ous sources as ostrich, sheep, deer, and cows, 
and some other critters without Disney copy- 
rights 

But in terms of culinary adventures in South 
Africa, nothing beats the Winelands. There are 
well over 150 estates and farms to choose from, 
several boasting a robust combination of histo- 
ту, architecture, magnificent scenery, good- 
looking tour guides and some damn fine Pino- 


Making sense «o 


Bush is aware that the world is on the threshold of a 
tremendous change of mindset. His expansive qualities 
Gupiter conjunct Chiron in his natal chart) will enable 
him to sense that he is receiving higher guidance in 
shaping his agenda for the US and the world. In this 


chart appears the biblical image of the Divine. 


Clouds, in the midst of which is an eye within a 
allusions to the biblical God in 
the “Burning Bush” calling Moses. This could be a 


triangle of flame, a! 


sign of God's fiery intervention. 
Retrograde planets also mean karmic retribution. 
It signifies a person's life pattern that goes against 


convention, and there may be a desire to remake 


something in the image of one’s own likeness. Jupiter 


in Leo indicates a person's return to a country, a place 
where he used to rule. Bush appears to experience 
tremendous déjà vu. The soul probably remembers 


prior lives in Irag or in ancient Mesopotamia. 


Bush's blind spot 


Placed .n uf the noblest stages in the zodiac 


(Uranus on 30 degrees Aquarius), Bush is described 


asa king with undisputed authority, easy riches and 


Brak ta ceres еа 


ment, was set free. 

Оп а group tour of Robben Islands, the guide, 
an elderly black man with a slight speech im- 
pediment, tells the crowd that he used to be a 
prisoner here-a political prisoner, he proudly 
clarifies as he indicates his old cell. But the one 
everybody wants to see is Nelson Mandela's. So 
the old man directs us towards a small cell, 
about the area of a queen-size bed, where the 
penal island's most famous resident spent 18 of 
his 27-year imprisonment. People press forward 
totake pictures, jostling fora view as though for 
Michael Jackson's nose. 

In contrast to its morbid history-it also do 
bled once as a leper colony-Robben Island is 
quite serene, with a view of the mainland in the 


distance that must have been agony for the in- 
mates, Actually, almost everything I've seen in 
Cape Town at this point is beautiful-the Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront and its shops, cafés and 
wharf; Long Street downtown, erupting with a 
bohemian attitude and energized by an almost 
dangerous nightlife; the waitress at the Purple 
Turtle pub; The Castle and Bo-Kaop Museum; 
the humpback whales frolicking off the coast of 
Hermanus and, of course, Table Mountain. But 
the one memory 1 am sure I will take home with 
me is of this small cell on Robben Island. It is 
bleak and cold, but more significantly itis emp- 
Y 


Smoking with the devil 

There is a legend that, once upon a time, an 
old sea captain was challenged by the devil to a 
pipe-smoking competition on top of Table 
Mountain. As ali good Christian stories go, the 
devil lost, and to this day, when a wreath of 
clouds obscures the top of the mountain, they 
say the devil and the old captain are at it again. 

As I stand atop Table Mountain and gaze at 
the truly awesome view surrounding me, i's dif- 
ficult to decide what to spend my time gawking 
at. The city at its base sparkles, the Atlantic 
beckons, and magnificent rock formations com- 
pete for my attention. Not the least of these is a 
small peak beside Table Mountain, shaped like 
the king of the beasts and aptly named Lion's 


The Lion 
the Devil 
Filipino 
Head. Cape Town is inspired, по doubt, but also 
inspiring. I can't help but think of the dramatic. 
similarities berween this African gem and my 
Pearl of the Orient-from our being discovered 
bya Portuguese explorer, our subjugation, inde- 
pendence and current growing-up pains, to our 
love affair with good food and the laid-back 
lifestyle, and the natural resources we have 
been blessed with. Okay, so they have Table 
Mountain and we have Smoky Mountain, but 
we have the Sex Bomb girls, whereas 1 don't 
think they've achieved that state of high culture 
yet. Cape Town is a beautiful city in a beautiful 
country. Lonly hope they let me back in one day. 


1 light one last cigarette because the devil may 
need some help. 


flexible in spite of ambition and thirst for power 
Such self-mastery may however create a selfish de- 
tachment. He may be isolated from the rest of the 
world because it appears that he listens to nobody. 

There is likely to be an unrealistic blind spot 
somewhere in his character. He is thinly disguising 
his judgement with righteous indignity. His lack of 
practicality is not always favorable for financial in 
volvements, especially not in an extremely costly 
war like this one. 

This war is about a Cancerian's fear of what а 
long-time enemy could do with weapons of mass 
destruction. Saddam's ouster will be a two-part 
message to other autocrats who turn a blind eye to 
terrorism. First, that no pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction will be tolerated: and second, that these 
leaders need to reform their political systems and 
societies. This is the essence of Bush's speech tout 
ing a grand vision for the Middle East, but his mo- 
tives are suspect. 

More than past US presidents, he knows he will 
encounter great difficulty if he з» to bring to reality 
his grand vision of a new world order. 


Big change 
nilated ego begins to diminish, Bush will 


people will perceive truth, beauty, wisdom, dignity, 
and peace that are based on human principles, 

Ar the core of human understanding and expla- 
nation of world events is an unconscious perception 
of our own identity. As we look at ourselves, so we 
look at our surroundings. When we perceive our- 
selves as vulnerable humans, the prospect of immi. 
nent doom becomes apparent and frightening. 

But when we sce ourselves as spiritual beings. 
our perception changes. What is put before us may 
just be the undoing of centuries’ worth of action 
based on ego, greed and fein. Thus. chaos is viewed 
as catharsis, crisis becomes change, and all prob- 
Jems are seen as opportunities to look at who we re 
ally are, and how we would like to relate tu each 
other. 

її would take five years for а western type of 
democracy t0 flourish in Iraq. On January 2008, 
transiting Pluto (transformation) will leave Sagit- 
tarius, the sign of world religions, to move into 
Capricorn, the sign of world government and insti- 
tutions. Whenever devastating Plutonian issue» are 
involved, the borders between nations start disap- 
pearing. 

(or questions 
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DEPRESSION is a difficult “low.” 

‘The pain, misery or sadness can be intense, and is often accompa- 
nied by a fear of permanence-that the feeling will never go away. 

In children, depression often occurs as a response to loss, or to 
a perceived negative change of environment. They may be 
mourning the death of a parent, reacting to a non-nurturing or 
unsafe atmosphere, or simply feeling rejected by their peers. De- 
pression is part of grief over the loss of a dream. 

Every human shares a common dream: a desire to be happy 
and content within, to be loved and valued in relationships and to 
be part ofa secure world. 

In a state of deep depression or intense emotional pain, the 
feelings can be overwhelming, There is almost a “wailing” inside, 
This intense suffering is usually out of proportion-the pain is 
much larger than the precipitating event. 

‘The reason is that, pain is a compilation of the feelings under- 
gone when feeling abandoned. Once this is understood, it is easi- 
er to put the current precipitating event in perspective, and focus 
on healing that well of hurt, The energy of love experienced 
through meditation, and the change in the perception of the self 
are invaluable aids in healing that buried pain. 

Tt is common knowledge that most people, when dealing with 
grief, go through the stages of denial, depression, anger, negotia- 
tion, and acceptance. Those who are chronically depressed have 
unresolved traumas-or some chemical imbalance, When people 
have been depressed for many years, constantly feel heavy, or be- 
‘come suicidal, psychological treatment is imperative. 


Unnecessary torment 

In my work with people who are not chemically imbalanced, 
depression is the result of being stuck in the grieving process. 
They often feel something missing, or else an inability to resolve 


the internal issues on their own. 1 have occasionally seen wonderful 
people who get mired in depression for several months or longer-un- 
necessarily. 

Some thoughts or emotions are deeply linked to core personality. 
perceptions, 

A common pitfall is to deny negative feelings in an effort to be 
“good.” While a goal is to be so full of contentment and self-esteem 
that negativity cannot touch one, to deny emotions is harmful, Old 
habits should occasionally re-emerge so that there can be a complete 
transformational process. 

Denial of anger, for instance, can be common in people who are try- 
ing to be good. Yet there is great benefit in recognizing anger. Tt is only 
"when we can look at the root can we break through the process and 
transform, 

‘Anger is a secondary or tertiary emotion. Underneath is hurt and/or 
fear, Rather than rejected, these should be understood and dealt with 
constructively. 

When negative emotions are denied, it would often take more ener- 
gy for a person to bounce back to his former level of happiness. If an 
event comes up at this time of resolution, even more negative reac- 
tions could emerge, One person may react angrily, another may feel 
worthless, another may see himself as a failure. These can all lead to 
depression. 


Be gentle 

‘Sometimes, patients re-enact old family dynamics and decide that 
an important mentor in their life-or even God-does not really value or 
love them. At other times, they are angry with another person or with 
God because of dissatisfaction with their current situation. 

Sometimes there is guilt, rather than understanding the process of 
transformation and being gentle with the self. Feeling guilty and criti- 
cizing the self lowers the energy level. On the other hand, recognizing 
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{| American psychologist 
Diane Tillman dissects 


‘= this ‘difficult low’ that 
у om 
spares no one these days, 


not even children 


and appreciating each emerging quality allows us to lighten up. 

, An invaluable method in conquering depression is to develop 
‘self-esteem based on the eternal core qualities of the self. Contem- 
plate on your virtues. Enjoy contentment, lightness, benevolence 
and patience, 

‘Take a spiritual phrase that makes you feel wonderful, and enjoy 
“being” that during the day as you work, cook and walk around. 
Feed the mind with beautiful thoughts. The mind is naturally ac- 
tive and will bring up the old ifit is not fed more nourishing food. 

Another way to redirect a tendency to get depressed is to devel- 
op a gentle parent within. Examine the way you treat yourself in 
“self-talk.” Recognize any internalized critical, depreciating, guilt- 
inducing or blaming thoughts that have been internalized. Devel- 
op your own gentle parent. 

Do not compare yourself with others This elicits either inferiori- 
ty or superiority. This happens when you take your worth from the. 
outside factors, instead of staying centered. 


Physical routine 

When one is depressed, walking and exercise help maintain 
chemical balance. Enough sleep and a healthy diet that 
sugar and caffeine is also important. Talking with someone who 
values you can bring about a pressure-relieving perspective. 

Ifyou must look at an emotional root, look gently. Allow yourself 
to experience what you are feeling at that moment in time, sur- 
round yourself with the light of love. More important, allow God to 
help. Find a relationship with Him through which you can receive 
love and strength. 

‘Within each event, there is something beautiful to be learned. It 
may be a new awareness of the importance and beauty of a virtue. 
With each realization, we get closer to our dream of happiness and. 
security. 
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DEPRESSION is a difficult “low.” 

The pain, misery or sadness can be intense, and is often accompa- 
nied by a fear of permanence-that the feeling will never go away. 

In children, depression often occurs as a response to loss, or to 
a perceived negative change of environment. They may be 
mourning the death of a parent, reacting to a non-nurturing or 
unsafe atmosphere, or simply feeling rejected by their peers. De- 
pression is part of grief over the loss of a dream. 

Every human shares a common dream: a desire to be happy 
and content within, to be loved and valued in relationships and to 
be part ofa secure world. 

In a state of deep depression or intense emotional pain, the 
feelings can be overwhelming, There is almost a “wailing” inside. 
This intense suffering is usually out of proportion-the pain is 
much larger than the precipitating event. 

‘The reason is that, pain is a compilation of the feelings under- 
gone when feeling abandoned. Once this is understood, itis easi- 
er to put the current precipitating event in perspective, and focus 
оп healing that well of hurt. The energy of love experienced 
through meditation, and the change in the perception of the self, 
are invaluable aids in healing that buried pain. 

Tt is common knowledge that most people, when dealing with 
grief, go through the stages of denial, depression, anger, negotia- 
tion, and acceptance. Those who are chronically depressed have 
unresolved traumas-or some chemical imbalance. When people 
have been depressed for many years, constantly feel heavy, or be- 
come suicidal, psychological treatment is imperative. 


Unnecessary torment 

In my work with people who are not chemically imbalanced, 
depression is the result of being stuck in the grieving process. 
‘They often feel something missing, or else an inability to resolve 


the internal issues on their own. I have occasionally seen wonderful 
people who get mired in depression for several months or longer-un- 
necessarily. 

‘Some thoughts or emotions are deeply linked to core personality 
perceptions. 

A common pitfall is to deny negative feelings in an effort to be 
“good.” While a goal is to be so full of contentment and self-esteem 
that negativity cannot touch one, to deny emotions is harmful. Old 
habits should occasionally re-emerge so that there can be a complete 
‘transformational process. 

Denial of anger, for instance, can be common in people who are try- 
ing to be good. Yet there is great benefit in recognizing anger. It is only 
when we can look at the root can we break through the process and 
transform. 

‘Anger is a secondary or tertiary emotion. Underneath is hurt and/or 
fear. Rather than rejected, these should be understood and dealt with 
constructively. 

When negative emotions are denied, it would often take more ener- 
зу for a person to bounce back to his former level of happiness. If an 
event comes up at this time of resolution, even more negative reac- 
tions could emerge. One person may react angrily, another may feel 
worthless, another may see himself as a failure. These can all lead to 
depression. 


Be gentle 

Sometimes, patients re-enact old family dynamics and decide that 
an important mentor in their life-or even God-does not really value or 
love them. At other times, they are angry with another person or with 
God because of dissatisfaction with their current situation. 

Sometimes there is guilt, rather than understanding the process of 
transformation and being gentle with the self. Feeling guilty and criti- 
cizing the self lowers the energy level. On the other hand, recognizing 


American psychologist 
Diane Tillman dissects 
this ‘difficult low’ that 
spares no one these days, 


not even children 


and appreciating each emerging quality allows us to lighten up. 

. An invaluable method in conquering depression is to develop 
self-esteem based on the eternal core qualities of the self. Contem- 
plate on your virtues. Enjoy contentment, lightness, benevolence 
and patience. 

‘Take a spiritual phrase that makes you feel wonderful, and enjoy 
"being" that during the day as you work, cook and walk around. 
Feed the mind with beautiful thoughts. The mind is naturally ac- 
tive and will bring up the old ifit is not fed more nourishing food. 

‘Another way to redirect a tendency to get depressed is to devel- 
ор a gentle parent within. Examine the way you treat yourself in 
“self-talk.” Recognize any internalized critical, depreciating, guilt- 
inducing or blaming thoughts that have been internalized. Devel- 
ор your own gentle parent. 

Do not compare yourself with others This elicits either inferiori- 
ty or superiority. This happens when you take your worth from the 
outside factors, instead of staying centered. 


Physical routine 

When one is depressed, walking and exercise help maintain 
chemical balance. Enough sleep and a healthy diet that is low in 
sugar and caffeine is also important, Talking with someone who 
values you can bring about a pressure-relieving perspective. 

Ifyou must look at an emotional root, look gently. Allow yourself 
to experience what you are feeling at that moment in time, sur- 
round yourself with the light of love. More important, allow God to 
help. Find a relationship with Him through which you can receive 
loveand strength. — 

Within each event, there is something beautiful to be learned. It 
may be а new awareness of the importance and beauty of a virtue. 
With each realization, we get closer to our dream of happiness and 
security. 
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Lisa Marie Presley makes 
respectable album debut 


By Steve Gorman 


after the death of her leg- 

endary father, Lisa Marie Pres- 
Jey recently claimed her own place in. 
the pop charts with a respectable No. 
5 opening for her debut album, “To 
Whom It May Concern." 


L Os ANGELES—Some 25 years 


Introspective collection 

The album, an introspective collec- 
tion of songs whose lyrics were writ- 
ten mostly by the 35-year-old per- 
former, sold 142,000 copies on its 
first week in release by EMI Group 
Plc's Capitol Records, according to 
retail sales tracker Nielsen Sound- 
Scan. 


That was enough to edge out R&B 
love man Ginuwine's latest release, 
"The Senior,” from the top five. But 
Presley was crowded out of the 
charts highest rungs by the No. 1 
opening of hard rock group Gods- 
macks third album, “Faceless,” fol- 
lowed by metal band Linkin Park's 
“Meteora,” rap artist 50 Cent's “Get 


Rich or Die Tryin” and the latest 
“Now” compilation of various artists. 

Still, the debut of Elvis Presley's 
only child, coming a quarter centu- 
ry after the “king of rock ‘n’ roll” 
passed into history, marked a solid 
start for the latest in a long line of 
pop music progeny following in 
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PRESLEY. Good start. 
but whether she 

achieves the success 
of Jacob Dylan, Julian 


illiams Jr. remains. 
to be seen. 
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Men mm EET play Summer cleansing 


DEAR Clara, 


Half of summer has swiftly 
flown by. We've been so busy with. FACE TO 


ош dizaying schedule of activities FACE 
that we haven't allocated time for 
one really important summer rit- 


| Inday 
By Edmund L. Scam VERA € Richard shares that this movie yii of wasting елшш an, Badida, 
ae shows them both in more mature dering, purging and purifying that 
SHARON Cuneta and Richard ue roles, and that there are more arebat doce Drumer 7 hoping that when they heal, we 
Gomez are reunited as onscreen А M love scenes in this movie than the. x will, too. 5 
lovers in the film, “Walang Ka- 3 5. ы ones they made in the past. And Letting go 
palit,” directed by Joel Lamangan 5 d just how many kissing scenes do 
with screenplay by Raquel Villav- М ё he and Sharon have? “Mga lima." 
icencio. Joining them as support- COMM И | And what about Miriam 
ing actors are Paolo Bediones and Quiambao, who plays his fiancée 
Miriam Quiambao. in the movie? "Wala nga e!" he 
“Maganda sa amin ni Sharon, di ene says regretfully, “Hindi kasi nec- 
na kami naiilang sa isa't isa. Maga- Ў essary па may Kissing scene Каті Jetting go as we carefully separate а8К for it—and this benefits the 
nda iyung working relationship ni Miriam? the things we still want to keep one who gives it, 
namin,” relates Gomez. As for Sharon, she admits that from those that need to be given , We cannot wait for healing to 
i she felt nervous about her kissing away happen—for it may never come if 
Husband and wife scenes with Richard in But, dearest child, this process the condition of our heart is not 
What people are excited about movie. “When I do a kissingscene should happen not only with re- Yet ready for it. The beauty of the 
is the shower scene involving with him, parang everybody's Spect to our closets—but moresig. Process is, healing happens natu- 
Sharon and Richard. In the Ё watching to see how we used to nificantly, also to our minds and Tally after we have made right the 
movie, they play a husband and = £ kiss! They're all going, 'Uuuy! ог hearts. We should seize the oppor- Condition of our heart. 
wife who, while undergoing the they want to be led! scene!” something. Parang may kilig. tunity ко do some serious intemal , This is why, Clara, I was very 
process of annulment, realize “Sabi ko nga, bali-baliktarin Richard narrates that direk Siyempre you get affected." cleansing for ustobe better ableto happy last Easter Sunday when 
that they are meant for each oth- тап, halik at halik pa rin lang iy- Joe! told him that he would film pc кило т. you organized an Easter party for 
er after all. ‘The shower scene on. Wala namang ibang nangya- Sharon taking a shower. Then the Fortunate 5 your nieces and nephews whose 
happens during the reconcilia- yari! But while уоште shooting, director told him, “O sige, pag __ Sharon says she is fortunate Excesses parents have decided that they 
tion process. it’s so light. Pag tingin mo langsa shower ni Sharon, pumasok ka,” because she has never been really үғуе don’t do this, itwill be dif- can't possibly be seen together in 
Sharon, known for her por- screen, hay! Parang iba na, “Parang di ko ata nabasa sa script uncomfortable with any of her ficult for us to proceed because One party. 
trayals of wholesome characters, nakakatakot!” squeals Sharon. ^ {уап a!” reacts Richard. “Pasok leading men. She mentions Robin we shall forever be hampered by _ You're such a great events огай 
understandably had qualms Тһе actress says she even namanako!" Padilla and Fernando Poe Jt. the excesses that have accumulat- Nizer Clara. I take my hat off to 
about doing the scene. asked her co-star, ‘Is it masagwa? Lamangan went further with among the actors with whom she ед through the years—things we YOu. I eavesdropped on your 
Richard recalls, “Parang ki- Sharon says Richard told her, his instructions: “Pag nabasa na iS most comfortable. Sharon says need to get rid of but haven'treal- Phone conversations with people 
nakabahan siya. Kahit na when “No, its OK, kasi, sabi niya, ‘Nag: kayo, then you kiss.” Richard and that she and Aga Muhlach (they |у found the compulsion to бозо, Whose consent to the party you 
we were doing our kissing scene mature ka na!” Sharon were surprised by the haveanewmovie coming up) are How do we cleanse our minds? Were arranging was crucial to 
jn bed, she was very uneasy.” À new addition to the script. "Bago already getting used to each oth- First, we need to take stock of success—and I quietly prayed that 
Sharon describes her “ordeal.” Daring iyon а!” said Richard. erShesaysofAga, “He's magaan, gurselvesand assess how we have God would guide you in choosing 
^p had never done a scene like “Parang bago рага kay Sharon Вих both Richard and Sharon mabait!" р fared so far using as barometer the things to say—which He must 
that before. To me it's sucha big iyon, medyo daring,” says have nothing but praises for their Sharon saysshe willnot accept our preset goals and the destiny have because the party was a huge 
deal kasi Tm known for my Richard in defense of his co-star. director. Sharon observes, “Even ајор if it means working with an we have mapped out for our- triumph for bruised spirits claim- 
wholesome movies. I was in a “I always take a shower alone, our scenes doon sa kama, wala actor who has “masamang ugali.” ерес. ing the healing they most certainly 
long pantsuit, 1 was getting wet. el” says Sharon. naman kaming ginawa na karu- “Wala akong paki kung ikaw ang рог instance, what choices and deserved! 
‘And then this gentleman walked Richard continues, “Nagulat mal-dumal, It’s only the tender- pinakasikat. Kung mahangin ka, decisions have we made that have 
іл and then removed hisshirtand din ako. Meron talagang scene na ness of the love our characters ibabalik Ко na lang yung suweldo. proven to be ill-advised? How do 994615 of laughter 
then we will let the audience's naliligo ako, but it was totally dif- have for each other that is shown 1 don’t need it,” declares the Wwe rectify chem? How farhave we My heart danced that day Clara, 
imagination take them where ferent from: Sharon's shower onscreen.” megastar. strayed from the right path, and 95 watched you kids, merrily and 
how do we get back toitagain?, Without any affectation, play cha- 
ties ET a aa There's really nothing wrong ades and going on an egg hunt. I 
with being wrong, Clara—espe- silently shed joyful tears at the sight 
cially when one has youth on his ОЁ my grandchildren (who, other- 
side. God allows it precisely for us WS, couldn't even dream of hold. 
tolearn and beempowered.Burit ing each others hands) gleefully 
is up to us to choose to do so. Sharing a million smiles and laughs. 
Some people choose to be cowed, My dearest Clara, if heaven had a 
and they cower in fear after are- sound, it was those squeals of 
ally bad experience. laughter that Шей from the 
throats of young babes who recogr 
Forgiveness nize no gaps, no barriers, especially 
In specific terms, Clara, cleans- between people Knotted by blood." 
ing our minds addresses the Му prayer now, my child, is 
wrongs we've done and actively simple: May the seeds sown by 
responds to them, Like, we ask What you did grow and bear fruit 
forgiveness from people we have in the hearts not just of your 
caused injury to, we repair the nieces and nephews but also 
damage we have dealt to ourrela- their parents. Let the healing be; 
tionships, we restore the peace in. God knows, we've had 
and balance in our lives, enough of hurting in this family. 
Which brings us to the cleansin i P 
of our hears: This includes deci. Maricel on “Inday, Heart 
ing to let go of the pains and hurts to Heart’ 
from wounds that time should һауе TOMORROW, on “Inday, Heart to 
long healed but are still festering іп Heart,” Maricel Soriano shares 
us because we have allowed them some laughs with me as we talk 
to enslave us and even define our about not just her family and ca- 
relationship with others reer but, more intriguingly, also 
There are pains and hurts from about the colorful men in her 
wounds that are not of our own checkered love life. 
making, but we suffer from them Sample question: Why are she 
just the same because the circum- and Edu Manzano not working on 
stances that brought them about the annulment of their marriage? 
inevitably affect us. Controversial questions with 
Irefer here, Clara, to the pains equally controversial ап- 
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Summer cleansing starts with Pain 
putting order back to our closets, It takes two to quarrel—but it 
Clara. It means restoring sanityto тау take only one to bear the 
the madness that our lockersand Pain for ages. Because forgive- 
cabinets have become. Inthe pro- 185519 а unilateral decision. It can 
cess, we go through some kind of be given even to one who doesn't 
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Malaysian films meet new challenges head-on 


By Nestor U. Torre 


OUR recent working visit to 
Malaysia has given usa better ap- 
preciation of that country's film 
culture, tradition and current 
prospects. 


Prospects 

While the Malaysian movie in- 
dustry's output went down to on- 
ly 15 feature films in 2001, annu- 
al total gross income from movie 
productions has gone up from on- 
ly 638,649 ringgit in 1999 to 
13,162,837 ringgit in 2001. 

This indicates that, on the av- 
erage, Malaysian movies are 
making more at the box office 
than they used to. This rise in in- 
come is attributed to better con- 
ceptualization of movie projects 
that the viewing public will sup- 
port, instead of the shot-in-the- 


dark approach of previous years. 
Thus, instead of giving up in the 
face of adverse economic times, 
prevalent film piracy and stronger 
competition from Hollywood im- 
ports, Malaysian producers have 
been fighting back, meeting new 
challenges head-on, and winning. 


Success stories 

‘Some success stories are singled 
ош to inspire other film workers. 
For one, director Datuk Yusof 
Haslan is now called the Six Mil- 
lion Ringgit Man because his film. 
“Sembilu II” made that impressive. 
amount at the box office, sur- 
passed only by ‘Jurassic Parks" 7 
million ringgit gross in Malaysia. 
And all of the ace filmmakers 
movies earned more than one mil- 
lion ringgit each at the box office. 

Despite upbeat examples like 
this, Malaysian film people con- 


OSMAN. Has 14 feature films to 


his name. 


cede that the industry did much 
better in the'60s. There were on- 
ly two major production compa- 
nies then—Cathay Keiis and 
Shaw Brothers—and they made 


movies on a monthly basis. In 20 
years, they produced 300 movies. 
Rising costs 

Today, only a few small pro- 
ducers keep the industry going. 

Industry problems include 
poor technicals, rising costs, and 
lack of financing. The National 
Film Development Corp. (Finas) 
does give out loans, but most pro- 
ducers have to shell out their own 
money to bankroll their movies, 

‘Another Malaysian success sto- 
1yis Aziz Osman, who has megged 
two hit comedies featuring the 
comedy-singing group Senario. 
‘Osman won the Best Director tro- 
phy at ТУЗ Skrin Awards, and 
has 14 feature films to his name, 
the biggest of which is the award- 
winning war epic "Leftenen Ad- 
nan,” an audience favorite at the 
Fukuoka Asian Film Festival we at- 
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tended in 2001. 

Malaysian film people are also 
proud of their own international 
movie star, Michelle Yeoh. After 
acting in Malaysian productions, 
Michelle co-starred with Jacky 
Chan in the big hit, "Supercop," 
which introduced her to the 
world film audience. 


Production company 

She then chalked up two more 
attention-calling appearances іп 
“Tomorrow Never Dies" and 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon." 
She has also put up her own pro- 
duction company, Mythical Films, 
in partnership with Media Asia. 
Her companys first production is 
an action thriller, "The Touch." 

Finally fiim workers are pleased 
to report that many foreign movies 
are now being shot in Malaysia, 
thanks to simplified procedures es- 


tablished by the Foreign Films 
Committee of the Ministry of Cul- 
ture, Arts and Tourism. 


Major projects 

From 1998 to 2000, some 40 
international films were shot in 
Malaysia, including some major 
projects like Twentieth Century 
Fox's “Anna & the King” and "En- 
trapment." 

А number of other countries are 
represented, like India ("Ravan- 
па"), the United Kingdom (“The 
Monkey King”), Thailand ("Percin- 
taan”), Singapore (“Watan”), and 
China ("Crazy Tourist. 

While the Philippines produces 
many more movies than 
Malaysia, it's clear that in certain 
areas like encouraging foreign 
productions to shoot here, we 
have much to learn from our 
Southeast Asian neighbor. 
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The new Nokia 8910i with Full Color Display is for the confident and sophisticated. 
- Enjoy its Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) capability that allows you to send or receive full-color images. 


And to keep you connected constantly, it is equipped with GPRS that provides easy access to the mobile Internet to check 
out the latest business news and stock updates. It also has a dynamic phone memory for your business contacts, 
calendar, and to-do list functions to manage your busy schedule. 


These unrivalled features will surely keep you on top. 


As an assurance of quality, purchase the Nokia 89101 sales package only at authorized Nokia Dealers and get: 


* Transceiver (Black) * 2 x Battery Cell BLB-2 (Li-lon 830mAh) * Travel Charger ACP-12 • Deskstand DCV-4 
* Headset HDC-5 » Carrying Case * CD-ROM including Nokia PC Suite and accéssory information • User Guide 
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Other features: Bluetooth Wireless Headset (HDW-2) 
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SATU RD AY Special 
Colin Farrell is Hollywood's 
newest Golden Boy 


OUR Q and A this week: 

From Natasha Morada of Bacolod: "I 
couldn't get enough of Colin Farrell after 
watching him in ‘Daredevil,’ "The Recruit’ 

and ‘Phone Booth.” 

———— ңе is Hollywood's 
SHOW Biz hunkofthe-mo- 

ment but almost 

Q&A nothing is written 

about Colin's per- 

Rito P Asilo sonal life! Isn't it 

Er about time you 

fixed that? Thanks." 

Few stores get 

written on the 5'9" tall, 26-year-old Colin 

(born Colin James Farrell on May 31, 1976 in 

Dublin, Ireland), other than about his movies 

and his recent divorce from wife Amelia 

‘Warner, because he grew up in the United 

Kingdom. His father is Irish football star, Ea- 

mon Farrell. 


Role 

He took up drama in Dublin's Gaiety Dra- 
та School but dropped out to pursue a career 
in TV-film acting. He successfully auditioned 
for a role in a UK TV series, "ballykissangel" 
and never looked back. 

He appeared in movies ("Drinking Crude" 
and Tim Roth’s “The War Zone") before Kevin 
Spacey saw his riveting performance in a 
West End stage production of “In a Little 
World of Our Own,” and suggested him for a 
role in “Ordinary Decent Criminals,” which 
‘we have seen in local video shops. 

But he first turned Hollywood heads when 
he starred in Joel Schumacher's war drama, 
"Tigerland," which was released a few years 
ago locally without much fanfare. Still, the lit 
tle-seen film made critics sit up. 

тп 2000, Colin surprised everyone when he 
was awarded Best Actor by the Boston Society 
of Film Critics for his performance in the film. 
‘Two years later, he also won a London Critics. 
Circle award for “Tigerland.” 

He continued to turn heads in “American 
Outlaws” (where he played Jesse James); 
“Hart's War” (with Bruce Willis), and "Minori- 
ty Report” (with Tom Cruise). He even won 
another award, the Golden Goblet Award for 
Best Actor, in last year's Shanghai Filmfest, 
for the sullen “Hare's War.” 


A-list 

At 25, he joined Hollywood's A-List when 
he stole Ben Affieck’s thunder in the block- 
buster, "Daredevil" as the heros lovable 
nemesis, Bullseye, and topped the box-office 
charts back-to-back with "The Recruit” and 
“Phone Booth,” his reunion with Schumach- 


FARRELL. Now making $8 million per film. 


Even his paycheck has shot up dramatical- 
ly, from $2.5 million (for “Hares War" and 
“Minority Report”) to $5 million ("The Re- 
cruit") to $8 million for his next big starrer, 
“S.W.A.T,” with Samuel L. Jackson and Olivier 
Martinez (“Unfaithful”). 

He joins Schumacher again in the Irish 
true-to-life drama, "Veronica Guerin,” with 
Cate Blanchett in the title role, about the as- 
sassinated Irish journalist who bravely wrote 
about the crime lords and drug dealers of 
Dublin. 


Urban love story 

‘Also in various stages of production are 
“Intermission,” an urban love story; Oliver 
Stone's “Alexander, (with Colin as Alexander 
the Great), and a movie about legendary bat- 
eating “Black Sabbath” lead singer, Ozzy Os- 
bourne (as Ozzy). 

When asked what he felt when he ap- 
peared nude in "Tigerland," he casually said, 
“I couldn't care less about who sees my bits. 
My friends asked how I could do scenes like. 
that and not get excited. But it wasn't like that 
atali!” 

Colin is expecting his first child with girl- 
friend Kim Bordenave. Last week, it was re- 
ported that Colin is writing songs with Russell 
Crowe for the latter’s band, 30 Odd Foot of 
Grunts, (and probably Farrell) to sing. 

A frustrated singer, he admitted to having 
failed to make it to Ronan Keating’s now-dis- 
banded Irish boy band, Boyzone. He said he 
failed to make the grade because he was tone- 
deaf! You can't win them all, Colin! 


IN “Shadow of the 


Vampire,” 


Malkovich (left) 
plays horror film 
director EW. 


Murnau. 
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John Malkovich turns in two 
idiosyncratic performances 


By Nestor U. Torre 


JOHN Malkovich has played more than his share 
of idiosyncratic characters, most of them to great 
acclaim. A veteran of more than 70 movies and 
100 plays, he even played himself in the really 
unusual film, "Being John Malkovich.” 


Intrepid actor 

Risk-taking and over-the-top characteriza- 
tions are obviously nothing new for this in- 
trepid actor, who refuses to distinguish be- 
tween lead and supporting roles. As long as 
the part challenges him and requires him to 
do something new, hell play it. 

This year, Malkovich has two new roles that 
should end up among his best-remembered 
performances. In the current hit, "Johnny En- 
glish,” he plays the spy spoof's main villain, 
Pascal Sauvage, whose cheekily audacious 
plan is to be crowned King of Great Britain! 

Malkovich plays the role with a thick 
French accent, a first for him in his long and 
colorful acting career in English-language 
films, But he doesn't overact. He keeps the 
characters evil craziness deftly in control, 
and this imbues his scenes with a relaxed 
mood, and makes them delightfully funny. 


More delicate 

Other comic villains would have gone to 
town satirizing the French with all sors of thes- 
ріс curlicues and furbelows, but Malkovich's 
Stjeis more delicate and much funnier 

Toss an Atkinson, the fünrs lead com, iva 

‹ L 


Malkovich fan through and through: "John cap- 
tures the character and the accent perfectly,” he 
raves. "He is so languid! And of course, having 
lived in France, he has an inside track to the 
whole way French people think and speak, so 
he’s the perfect actor for this plum role!” 

Malkovich enthusiastically returns the 
compliment: “Rowan is really fun to watch 
when he's working. All accomplished comics 
always seem to be incredibly serious, 
thoughtful and perfectionist, as Rowan i 
He's very bright, and he has a great co 
face. 


Acting choices 

"He's quite exact and specific in his acting 
choices. And he's truthful and ‘painful,’ be- 
cause I really believe part of what we laugh at 
in comedy is the recognition of pain. It’s the 
recognition of our own ludicrousness, our 
own failings and inadequacies.” 

Malkovich's other standout performance this 
year is much more serious-even morbid: In 
"Shadow of the Vampire,” he plays horror film 
director EW. Murau, who ensures realism in 
his film about the vampire Nosferatu by casting 
areal bloodsucker in the role (played by Willem 
Dafoe, another acclaimed character actor)! 


Obsessive edge 
Screenwriter Steven Katz says Malkovich 
was everyone's choice to play Murnau because 
“he looks surprisingly like the director. He also 
lomera 
> 
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APR16-20 Gentxt @ Boracay 


Wed-Sun Тһе Philippines’ premiere beach paradise parties Gentxt style! 
* Free entrance to Gentxt parties for all Gentxters. Watch ou! for our roving Gentxt Gang for great games and freebies. 


Club Summerplace Pier One 
April 16, 5:30pm: Latin House Sunset Session with Roberto April 16, 9pm: Next Level 

- \ Sanchez and Samba Funk / 10pm: Beach House April 17, 9pm: Silk 
i s ы Рагу feat. DJ Jaco and DJ Cocoy Puyat April 19, 9pm: Next Level & Silk 

A Escan б April 17, 10рт: Brasilia by Latin Canteen feat. Carlo Ching April 20, 4pm: Novolounge by Latin Canteen 
Dou ; April 19, 10рт: Reggae Concert with Carlotta Ensemble, Indio 1, featuring Scrambled Edge and 

PES Brownman Revival, 63 Squad and DJ Jaco Mike Constantino 

À ^ April 20, 9pm: Ше Island Chill with Noel Cabangon 


APR24-26 Genixt presents Boracay Bound 2 


Thu-Sut Celebrities and models join the summer sports frenzy! 


Apr24,2pm: Beach Volley @ Pier One / 10pm: R&B Party @ Caribo 
‘Apr 25, 2pm: Beach X Games @ Pier One / 4pm: Chillout Lounge @ Waling-Waling / 10:30pm: Y-Bar@ Pier Опе 
feat. Cinderella's latest beachwear & V-Bar House DJ's 
‘Apr 26, 2pm: The Big Boracay Beach Hunt Challenge @ Pier One / 4pm: Chillout Lounge (9 Boracay Plaza 
10:30 pm: Reggae Night @ Summer Place feat. Tropical Depression 


APR16-19 Gentxt @ Bantayan Island, Cebu 
Wed-Sat Join the Summer Sabbatical at Budyong Beach Resort! 
Apr 16-18, 11am - брт: Chillout & Latin Grooves 
*Free henna tattoo for all Gentxters 
Apr 19, рт: Party with Cebu's Beach Band, Johnnie, Stage Crew and Cebu's top Dl's 
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SPORTS 


APR5-27 


APR5-27 


Sat- Sun 


APR17-19 


Thu-Sat 


adidas Streetball Challenge 2003 presented by Gentxt 


Slam'n jam with some of the country's top amateur ballers. 


* Apr 5: St. Louis Univ, Baguio * Apr 12: Divine Word Coll., Legazpi 
* Apr 5-6: Robinson's, Sta. Rosa * Apr 25-27: Robinson's, San Fernando 


Gentxt National Beach Football Cup 
Feel the football fever as the country’s top varsity college and 
amateur clubs take this one of a kind tournament on tour! 


* Apr 5-6: Luzon Cup, Subic * April 26-27: Mindanao Cup, GenSan 
* Apr 12-13: Visayas Cup, Boracay * May 3-4: National Championship, Boracay 


Manila Youth Games @ Rizal Memorial Complex 
Watch 10,000 of Manila's best young athletes compete in 
12 different sports as they help build a strong, healthy 
and peaceful community this summer. 


Gentxt @ Puerto Galera 
It's sun and sports in the sand with LIGA SMB! 


April 17, 2pm: Water Basketball, Three-point Shootout, Slam Dunk 
Acoustic Night feat. K24-7 

Water Basketball, Basketball Relay, Three-point Shootout 

Chillout Session feat, Manila's coolest DJ's under Mindoro's 

star-filled sky 

Slam Dunk & Water Basketball Championships 

Party with True Faith, The Dawn and K24-7 


рт: 
April 18, 3pm: 


8pm: 


April 19, 4pm: 
8pm: 


ENTERTAINMENT 


APRT1 
Friday 
6PM 


APRTI 
Friday 
10 PM 


Apr4,11 
& 25 


Friday 
9PM 


The JAG Show @ Glorietta Activity Center 


Summer sizzles in style in a night of fun ond fashion. 


Loud in Style @ Hard Rock Cafe, Makati 
Move to the sounds of DJ Lisa Loud of the UK and the Space 
Dolls of Australia. 

*Free entrance for the first 200 Gentxters 


Gentxt Nights @ DISH, 


Rockwell Power Plant 
Featuring Barbie's Cradle (Apr 4) and Paolo Santos (Apr 11 & 25) 
and Pido with Take One. Unwind with songs to soothe your soul 
this summer. 
* Flash your Gentxt card and get free entrance and 

a free drink 
* VIP area for the first 100 Gentxters 


XMEN 2 Premiere @ Onstage, Greenbelt 1 


Gentxt brings you mutant madness at its best in this exclusive 
advanced screening! 
* First 400 Genixters to register at the venue at брт 

get one free ticket each 
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Sains cx APRIL 26, 2003 


For fun and inspiration, call Entertainers for H. 0. PE. 


"WHEN we went on our theater tour of the 
United States of America some years ago ш 
der the US-AID International Visitors pro- 
gram, one of the unique groups we were sec- 
onded кома а troupe in Chicago that special- 
ized in performing in hospitals. 

The musical-comedy group constantly put 
up highly original and entertaining shows 
hospital canteens and wards to boost the spi 
its of many patients. They also did shows for 
the benefit of stressed doctors and nurses, 
who welcomed the break with great enthusi- 
asm. 

After we got back to Manila, we decided to 
also put up entertaining and potentially 
stress-relieving and “healing” shows in hos 
tals here. As we talked up the idea with some 
possible performers and supporters, however, 
itbegan to take ona different life of its own. 

We saw that many more people here need- 
ed a boost than just patients and hospital per- 
sonnel. So, after a period of adjustment, addi- 
tion and refinement, what we now have is the 
new performing troupe that calls itself Enter- 
tainers for H.O.PE. 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


_ The initials are variously for Hospitals, Or- 

dhanages, Offices, Prisons, Educational institu- 
tions and Etc.—in other words, just about any 
venue that has people who need an entertai 
ing and inspiring boost from watching musical- 
comedy shows, acts, skits and revues. 

Our small troupe is made up of gifted musi- 
cal-theater talents and some established per- 
formers, all of whom are ready, willing and 
happy to perform as volunteers. Its our way of 
giving things back, of paying it forward. 

In other words, all a hospital, orphanage. 
office, prison or school has to do to get a 
H.OBE. show staged on its premises is to ask 
for it—by calling Happy at 713-9323 or 0919- 
2065424. 


GARY V during the initial staging of TWM's 
“Beyond Words: The Music of Gary 
Valenciano" at the Podium. 


And, if you wish to support this worthy 
(and funt) endeavor in any way, please call 
the same numbers and count yourselves in. 


For our part, we Entertainers for H.O. 
pledge to do everything this project needs to 
succeed, because many people could benefit 
from it, especially at this time. 

In need of fun and inspiration? Call the 
HOPE entertainers! 


* 


Fireworks competition 

The Santa Rosa night sky lights up once 
more at 7 tonight as eight pyrotechnics firms. 
compete in the 8th Annual Fireworks Compe- 
tition at Enchanted Kingdom. The fireworks 
display, the park's signature event, kicks off 
EK's magical eighth birthday celebration. 

This year's contest is made exciting and vi- 
sually thrilling as last year's winner Platinum 
Fireworks (formerly Victory Fireworks) de- 
fends its title against Flash Fireworks, JB Fire- 
‘works, Justina Fireworks, Kulot Fireworks, M. 
Garcia Fireworks, 6J Fireworks and Rosca 
Fireworks. Top winner will receive P100,000 
cash and a trophy. 

Invited celebrity and VIP jurors are Maricel 
Soriano, Chito Rofio, Lourdes “Inday Badi- 
day" Carvajal, Bernie Buenaseda, Ricky Lo, 
Josefina Arcillas, Lani Mercado, Jose Isidro 
Camacho, Boots Anson Roa, Sonia Roco and 
Rolando Reyes. 

Featured entertainers are Prime Council 
with Aliyah Parcs, Jed Madella and Gail Blan- 
co in a concert at the Bandstand from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. and Aiko Melendez as the days 
celebrity storyteller. Call 830-2111 to 16. 


The Venue 

Despite continuing threats, life goes on for 
residents of Davao City, and The Venue contin- 
ues to showcase the best entertainment to re- 
live stress and drive the blues away. Tonight, 
‘The Venue presents the Philipogy Show. 


“Training is hard, 
so I make sure my son 
has the energy 
o play basketball. 
# I give him Selecta Moo." 


Gary V's music 

At 6:30 tonight, Gary Valenciano's music 
will be performed at The Podium, to promote 
his new album, “Beyond Words: The Music of 
Gary V" The instrumental album showcases 
the beautiful and dynamic songs Gary has 
composed through the years. 

Garys music will be performed by 
Paramount Syndicate. Tony Maigue on flute, 
and Tots Tolentino on saxophone. Admission is 
free! Call 687-3077, 726-1953 or 373-9091. 


Hugh Jackman returns as Wolverine 

Australian hunk Hugh Jackman reprises his 
role as Wolverine, a solitary fighting machine 
who possesses amazing healing powers, re- 
tractable claws and an animal-like fury, in 
Twentieth Century Fox's “X2,” the much 
awaited sequel to the 2000 hit, “X-Men.” 

This time, the character investigates his 
mysterious past and inner conflicts. For Jack- 
man, taking on Wolverine was even more fun 
the second time around 

“Thad a blast," says the actor. “Wolverine is 
getting closer and closer to finding out about 
his past. The clues are starting to come to- 
gether, and more and more information is 
coming his way. He's having more nightmares 
and more flashbacks, so the mental torment is 
getting stronger, too." 


John . . s 


gives an incredibly 
obsessive edge to his 
character, which is ex- 
actly right for this 
Hoops School Bosketbali Comp film 
Ву Bobby Parks and Charlie Favis In the entertaining- 
ly weird and creepy 
Open tobays and grisupto17yearsokd | jn. Malkovich's 
character is so deter- 
mined to get the real- 
Ше vampire to play 
Nosferatu that he 
promises the creature 
of the night the neck 
of the film's leading 
lady, as compensation 
and motivation! 
Malkovich had a great time playing Murnau 
because he's long been a fan of the late direc- 
tors movies. Murnau believed that the cinema 
should have its own distinct language, and 
should be free from tricks and artificial devices. 


‘supports this summer? 


D 


Scientific Hoops Orientation 
Training Sessions 


Open to boys and girs 7 to 12 years old 
Camp Director: Norman Black 
Duration: April 21 to May 10 

Fee: P1,200.00 

Venue: AFM Gym (Pioneer cor. Sheridan 
Sis., Mandaluyong City) 


Selecta Moo Xavier AMINIMIDGET 

Basketball Academy Camp. 

(Basic level) Selecta Moo/PBL Mini-Midget 

Open to kids 12 years о „ 

and below 

Venues: Caruncho Gym (Pasig) 
and San Juan Gym 


Open to boys and giris 
410 14 years oid 

Сатр Director: Nemie Villegas. 
Durabon March 31 to April 12 
Feo: P1,250.00 

FREE shirt 

Venue: Xavier High School Gym 


FREE Selecta Moo basketball, 

3 Parlicipating schools: 
spice een Chang Ka Shok Corega - Sacred Hear 
School - Hope Christan High School - 
Marymouni School Рморпе Cultural School 
“The Brash School St Stophon's High School 
+ SL James Academy - Center юг Chidren's 
Wot Being - РАВЕР болтов: 5оёпуде 
Schools «De La Sato-Zobel - Notre Damo of 
Greater Manda «Systems Pus School - Toyota 
Motor Company + Meralco 


Contact Len Sace at 631-8101 
loc. 7600/7621 Alma Libanan at 
631-8101 loc. 7155 
MALKOVICH a: 
Pascal Sauvage in 
“Johnny English.” 


BULPRISA 
[e] 


Selecta Moo BULPRISA Basketball Training 
Camp 


Selecta Moo La Sall Greenhils Summer 

Basketball Camp Selects Moo in cooperation wit SK Boy. Bel-Air presents the 
Мака! Interviiage Basketball Tournaments 

Kids ages 7-13 years old 

2 моошөв: Apr 1-11 / Api 23 o May 8 

Сатр Oreciór Raymond Cells 


Participating villages: 
BeAr -1 Palm Vilage - Urdaneta - San Lorenzo  Dasrhariñas 
+ San Miguel «Forbes Park 


Сатр Director: Arlene Rodriguez 
Duration: March 22 to April 23 


48 member schools 


Emotional intensity 

He had a knack for imbuing the simplest 
stories with emotional intensity. His extraor- 
dinary storytelling skills and his innovations 
made him an excellent director. 

Malkovich's other memorable portrayals 
have been in films like “Dangerous Liaisons," 
“The Killing Fields,” “Of Mice and Men," "Places 
inthe Heart" and “In the Line of Fire.” 

„Now he сап add two more: ‘Johnny En- 

dew af ihe Vampire " 


ae Duration: April 26 to May 17 
IG 2 Categones Mini-Midget (lor kids 11 years and below) 


ВЫНА or uds 14 years and below) 
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SATURDAY Special 
For fun and inspiration, call Entertainers for H.O.PE. 


WHEN we went on our theater tour of the 
United States of America some years ago un- 
der the US-AID International Visitors pro- 
gram, one of the unique groups we were s 
onded to was a troupe in Chicago that special- 
ized in performing in hospitals. 

Н The musical-comedy group constantly put 
up highly original and entertaining shows in 
hospital canteens and wards to boost the spir- 
its of many patients. They also did shows for 
the benefit of stressed doctors and nurs 
who welcomed the break with great enthusi- 
asm. 

After we got back to Manila, we decided to 
also put up entertaining and potentially 
stress-relieving and "healing" shows in hospi 
tals here. As we talked up the idea with some 
possible performers and supporters, however, 
it began to take on a different life of its ow 

We saw that many more people here need- 
ed a boost than just patients and hospi 
sonnel. So, after a period of adjustment, addi- 
tion and refinement, what we now have is the 
new performing troupe that calls itself Enter- 
tainers for H.O.PE. 


JACKMAN AS. 
WOLVERINE. 
Even more fun, th. 
second time arount 


"Training is hard, 
so I make sure my son 
has the energy 
to play basketball. 
MT give him Selecta Moo." 
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‘Sclentitic Hoops Orientation 
Training Sessions 


Open to boys and gis 7 to 12 years old 
Camp Director: Norman Black 
Duration April 21 to May 10 

Fee P1,200.00 

Venuo REM Gym (Pioneer cor. Shendan 
Sis., Mandaluyong Сау) 


Selecta Moo Xavier 
Basketball Academy Camp. 
(Basic level) 


Open to boys and giris 
4 to 14 years old 

Сатр Drecior Nemie Villegas 
Duration March 31 to April 12 
Foo P1,250.00 

FREE shirt 

Venue Xavier High School Gym 


Open to kids 12 years oid 


FREE Selecta Moo basketball, ‘and below 


T-shirt and cap. 
Contact Len Sace at 631-8101 ee 
loc. 7600/7621 Alma Libanan at 
631-8101 loc 7155 


mJ. 
LPRISA 


LITO 


BU 


Selecta Moo BULPRISA Basketball Training 
Camp 


Selecta Moo La Salle Greenhills Summer 
Basketball Camp 

Makati inten 
Kios ages 13 years old 
2 Modules. Apni 1 ** "Арн 23 to May & 
Camp Dreck. Raymond Celis 


Participating villages. 


amp Doctor Вадя * Magalanes - Pai 


Arlene Rodriguez 
Duraton March 22 to April 23 


48 member schoois 
Duration April 26 to May 


Selecta Moo/PBL Mini-Midget 


Venues. Caruncho Gym (Pasig) 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 
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The initials are variously for Hospitals, Or- 
phanages, Offices, Prisons, Educational institu 
tions and Etc.—in other words, just about any 
venue that has people who need an entertain 
ing and inspiring boost from watching musical 
comedy shows, acts, skits and revues. 

Our small troupe is made up of gifted musi 
cal-theater talents and some established per. 
formers, all of whom are ready, willing and 
happy to perform as volunteers. Its our way of 
giving things back, of paying it forward. 

In other words, all a hospital, orphanage. 
office, prison or school has to do to get a 
H.O.PE. show staged on its premises is to ask 
for it—by calling Happy at 713-9323 or 0919- 
2065424, 


pogra 


Hoops Schoo! Basketball Camp 
By Bobby Parks and Charlie Favis 


Open to boys ana giris up to 1/ years oid 


ting schools: 
Chang Kar пек Cotoge - Sacred Hoant 
Seno! Hopo Chnsuan High School 
Магул School - Рпаррте Салма School- 
The Brush сло SI Stephens igh слой 

ames Academy - Conter lor Ghacren's 
Wen Воо. PAREF-Sowhnage - South 
Schoos De La Sate Zobel - Nove Dama ol 
Grostor Manda = Systems Pis School Toyota 
Motor Comoan - Morales 


Selecta Moo in cooperation with SK Bay. Bel-Air presents tho 
lage Basketball Tournaments. 


Vitage - Urdanela - San Lorenzo - Dastnaniiat 


+ Son Miguol - Forbes Park 
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2 Calogones Mint-Midget (lor kids 11 years andb ow 
Bulli or is 14 yoar- and boiow. 
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GARY V during the initial staging of TWM's 


“Beyond Words: The Music of Gary 
Valenciano" at the Podium. 


And, if you wish to support this worthy 
(and fun!) endeavor in any way, please call 
the same numbers and count yourselves і 
For our part, we Entertainers for Н.О. 
pledge to do everything this project needs to 
succeed, because many people could benefit 
from it, especially at this time. 

In need of fun and inspiration? Call the 
HOPE entertainers! 


Fireworks competition 

The Santa Rosa night sky lights up once 
more at 7 tonight as eight pyrotechnics firms 
compete in the 8th Annual Fireworks Compe- 
tition at Enchanted Kingdom. The fireworks 
display, the park's signature event, kicks off 
EK's magical eighth birthday celebration. 

This year's contest is made exciting and vi 
sually thrilling as last year's winner Platinum 
Fireworks (formerly Victory Fireworks) de- 
fends its title against Flash Fireworks, JB Fire- 
‘works, Justina Fireworks, Kulot Fireworks, М. 
Garcia Fireworks, 6J Fireworks and Rosca 

eworks. Top winner will receive P100,000 
cash and a trophy. 

Invited celebrity and VIP jurors are Maricel 
Soriano, Chito Койо, Lourdes "Inday Badi- 
day" Carvajal. Bernie Buenaseda, Ricky Lo, 
Josefina Arcillas, Lani Mercado, Jose Isidro 
Camacho, Boots Anson Roa, Sonia Roco and 
Rolando Reyes. 

Featured entertainers are Prime Council 
with Aliyah Parcs, Jed Madella and Gail Blan- 

in a concert at the Bandstand from 5:30 to 
7 p.m, and Aiko Melendez as the days 
celebrity storyteller. Call 830-2111 to 16. 


The Venue 

Despite continuing threats, life goes on for 
-esidents of Davao City, and The Venue contin. 
4es to showcase the best entertainment to 
ive stress and drive the blues away. Tonight, 
The Venue presents the Philipogy Show. 


Gary V's music 

At 6:30 tonight, Gary Valenciano's music 
will be performed at The Podium, to promote 
his new album, “Beyond Words: The Music of 
Gary V" The instrumental album showcases 
the beautiful and dynamic songs Gary has 
composed through the years. 

Gars music will be performed by 
Paramount Syndicate. Tony Maigue on flute, 
and Tots Tolentino on saxophone. Admission i 
free! Call 687-3077, 726-1953 or 373-9091. 


Hugh Jackman returns as Wolverine 

Australian hunk Hugh Jackman reprises his 
cole as Wolverine, a solitary fighting machine 
who possesses amazing healing powers, re- 
ractable claws and an animal-like fury, in 
Twentieth Century Foxs "X2, the much 
awaited sequel to the 2000 hit, "X-Men." 

This time, the character investigates his 
mysterious past and inner conflicts. For Jack- 
тап, taking on Wolverine was even more fun 
the second time around 

“I had a blast,” says the actor. "Wolverine is 
getting closer and closer to finding out about 
nis past. The clues are starting to come to- 
gether, and more and more information is. 
coming his way. He's having more nightmares 
and more flashbacks. so the mental torment is 
getting stronger, too. 


Топо 


gives an incredibly 
obsessive edge to his 
character, which is ex 
actly right for this 
film. 

In the entertaining 
ly weird and creepy 
film, Malkovich’: 
character is so deter 
mined to get the real 
life vampire to play 
Nosferatu that he 
promises the creature 
of the night the neck 
of the film's leading 
lady, ıs compensation 
and motivation! 

Malkovich had a great time playing Murnau 
because he's long been a fan of the late direc- 
tors movies. Murnau believed that the cinema. 
should have as own distinc language. and 
should be free from tricks and artificial devices 


MALKOVICH аз 
Pascal Sauvage in 
“Johnny English." 


Emotional intensity 

He had а. knack fur mbuing the simplest 
stories with emotional intensity. His «мао 
dinary storytelling skills and his innovations. 
made him an excellent director 

Malkovich's other memorable portrayals 
have been in films like "Dangerous Liaisons 
"The Killing Fields,” "Of Mice and Men, “Places 
in the Heart” and "In the Line of Fire 

Now he can add me mote Johnny En 
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By David Germain 


OS ANGELES—All right, so 
L James Cameron delivered the 

textbook case for creating a 
sequel that can stand on its own 
without merely copycatting the 
original (“Aliens”). 


Sequel 

He made science fiction both smart and rous- 
ing in the relatively low-budget "The Termina- 
tor,” then pioneered morphing visual effects in 
its sequel, “Terminator 2: Judgment Рау” 

He launched modem cinema's biggest 
blockbuster with “Titanic,” dominating the 
Academy Awards and luring teenage giris 
back to see it again and again to pine over 
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

But whar’s he done for us lately? 

Five years after his Oscar triumph, 
Cameron goes back to Titanic with “Ghosts of 
the Abyss,” an hour-long documentary chron- 
icling his return trip to the wrecked vessel in 
summer 2001. The movie will play in huge- 
screen Imax cinemas and specially equipped 
regular theaters. 

The first theatrical project Cameron has di- 
rected since "Titanic," "Ghosts of the Abyss” 
was made using remarkable advances in un- 
derwater cinematography and three-dimen- 
sional imaging. 


Floating objects 

“My fantasy for a long time had been to 
shoot 3-D underwater,” Cameron said in an 
interview. “Because underwater and 3-D go 
together so well. You have these floating sub- 
jects and dark scenes that have indeterminate 
‘edges to the frame, and something kind of 
glowing in the lights in the middle of the 
frame just seems to come right out at you. It 
really gives you а greater sense of being phys- 
ically present.” 

Cameron, 48, is writing the screenplay for 
his first fictional feature since “Titanic,” 
which begins shooting late this year or early 
next with the same 3-D camera system used 
оп "Ghosts of the Abyss." 

Cameron hopes both films will revive inter- 
est in 3-D moviemaking, which began in the 
early 1950s as a short-lived gimmick and has 
since been applied mainly to Imax documen- 
taries or the occasional horror flick. 

Like other 3-D imaging, the system uses 
two side-by-side cameras. But Cameron's set- 
up miniaturizes the cameras so the lenses can 
be placed closer together at roughly the dis- 
tance between a pair of human eyes. 

The resulting images reduce eyestrain that 
turned many viewers off from earlier 3-D 
movies, and the depth of the pictures is often 
dazzling. Waves coming at the camera look as 
if they will spill over the theater seats into 
viewers’ laps. Actors Cameron used to recre- 
ate scenes aboard Titanic appear to hover on- 
ly a foot or two away, while the wreck of the 
ship seems close enough to touch. 


3-D glasses 

Viewers still must wear 3-D glasses, which 
trick the brain into perceiving the dual, slight- 
ly offset images as a single picture. 

The other big innovation on "Ghosts of the 
Abyss" were two small robot cameras able to 
withstand water pressure 274 miles deep, de- 
veloped by Mike Cameron, the directors 
brother. Nicknamed “Jake” and “Elwood,” the 
remote-control cameras were able to film 
staterooms, dining halls and other Titanic in- 
teriors while manned minisubs photographed 
the wrec's exterior. 

After "Titanic" and its $1.8 billion world- 
wide haul, Cameron's hiatus from filmmaking 
left people guessing about what he was up to. 

‘To the public, it looked as though Cameron 
was on an extended vacation. But Cameron 
said he's worked nonstop the last five years, 
overseeing his new camera technology, con- 


CAMERON. Has worked nonstop for the last 
five years. ^ 


SATURDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2003 
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sulting with the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration about Mars exploration 
and filming in space, and dabbling in televi- 
sion, including his short-lived series "Dark 
Angel" and a documentary last year on the 
sunken German warship Bismarck 

“If people know someone primarily from 
their theatrical films, then they just kind of as- 
sume I'm kicking back on a beach someplace 
screwing up the courage to go make another 
film," Cameron said. "When, in fact, I've been 
pretty darn busy the last few years. 


Big score 
“Т always said to myself that I was going to 
work in the Hollywood fantasy mill for a 
CAMERON G2 


CAMERON (left), and Bill Paxton (right), go under the sea for a never-before-seen 3-D look at one of the most 


captivating wrecks in history: the Titanic, in "Ghosts of the Abyss." 
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Why adventurers climb Mt. verest 


By Nestor U. Torre Ў Religion 


The sherpa smilingly conjec- 
tured, “Maybe they have lots of 
time and money, and don’t know 
what to do with it." More serious- 
ly, he observed that, though reli- 
gion is important to sherpas, it 
may be the foreigners who bring 
a more philosophical approach to 
tenons 
High and low points fed view He saw in ve 
е The documentary deals the est the values of dreaming, striv- 
Ep Spear 

oint of view of their sons Peter бороюн. 
Hillary and Jamling Norgay, who Filmmaker David Breashears 
retrace their fathers’ footsteps in agreed: “Climbing Everest is 
an NGC-funded climb. about the deprivations, the chal- 
«шї ашу we rid Тут Tenge, бе sheer physical Dau, 

ү we ea "Ever etnovenentand ey, 

est: Mountain Without Mercy” by | D 
Broughton Coburns, a book with Í 7 Life-threatening 
very dramatic photographs pub- i v ^ 
lished by the National Geograph- 
ic Society. 

The book details the harrow- 
ing progress to the top of the 
world's highest mountain, and 
stuns the reader with its unflinch- 
ing look at the dark side of moun- be life-threatening. 


tainclimbing. z "There's a reward for your ef- 
А - fort, andalotoffatigue, too—but I 

Challenges 
even like the fatigue. I like to wake 
This debunks the fantasy that ERUNT трае 


Everest is a “benevolent” moun- JAMLING Norgay at the summit. than I was the day before. 
tain. The truth is that it presents 


climbers with many challenges progressed, the potential dangers cause it's there,” but there must Outlet 
and dangers—a ferocious wind became tragically real. The team be more to it than just that off- 
that renders the most high-tech of filmmakers survived, but eight hand kind of casual machismo. 
gear absolutely useless, oxygen other climbers died in s storm, There is. Author Coburn inter- 
in drastically short supply, High and another fell to his death. viewed a number of climbers on 
Altitude Cerebral Edema, hallucl |. Everest, and they talked about Svereoming the weaknesses and 
nations, killer icefalls, deep Rite of passage what motivated them and other demons that haunt us and ob- 
crevasses, etc! This tragic denouement makes _risk-takers to put their lives on the Struct us.” 

Despite these very real dangers, reading the book a chillingly cau- line, just so they could plant a tiny 
it was decided to push through tionary experience. No longer flag atthe very top of the world. 
with the expedition, which was will we regard mountainclimbing A sherpa said he climbed to 
tasked to film the ascent to Ever- merely as an exciting, glamorous make a good living, and he 
ests summit with a modified Imax rite of passage. would never do it for sport, it 
camera, the first time that this So, why do so many people was just too physically gruelling 
would be attempted. dream of climbing Everest? The and dangerous. What about “the 

As the filmmaking expedition standard, cool answer is, “Be- others”? 


T8 pan. on Sunday April 27, the 
National Geographic Channel 
will celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary of Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgays ascent to the 
summit of Mt. Everest with the 
telecast of a two-hour film, "Sur- 
viving Everest.” 


а it's partly about risk. You 
learn about yourself, about what 
happens when you abandon com- 
fort and warmth and your daily 
routine, the tyranny of the ur- 
gent. You learn how you perform. 
and handle a situation that may 


"Climbing a high mountain 
may be modern man's outlet for 
the classic hero's struggle: ap- 
proaching, confronting and then 


Still other climbers seem to be 

searching for a sense of power 

and achievement, for fame and 

attention. As or the sherpas, they 

understand what the foreign 

climbers are seeking—theyre 

just not sure that climbing moun- AFTER an accident near the summit, rescuers work hard to save а 
tainsisthe best way tofind it! survivor's frozen fingers. 


Joyce Jimenez has a head for business -Dee's Day’ on RPN-9 


‘THERE is a new tele-magazine > 


when the stocks are going to  bumpand-grind noontime SMART 
come in, when do we have to Shows. 


pay? Practically everything! 
What prompted youtodothe Program hosts Mandy 7 


By Agnes P. de Guzman 4 Inventory show that will give viewers an STREET 
and Ronald G. Mangubat 1 Icheckthe sales, the inventory, intelligent alternative то 
Wi 


LOCAL tinseltown's "Pantasya ng 
Bayan’ is slowly earning the rep- 
utation of being an astute busi- 
nesswoman, Sure, Joyce Jimenez + videoke VCD? “Dee's Day” over RPN-9 is 
gets stares from the male popula- We capitalized оп the hosted by former Press Under- 
tion and even women who ad- premise that Filipinos really Secretary, spokesperson for 
mire her voluptuous body— but love to sing and then we President Cory Aquino and 
she is also respected because of thought that, instead of slip. Manila Bulletin columnist, 
the persona she projects off- р shod videos, we'd do something Deedee M. Siytangco. She is 
screen. ^ жаешы Joined by her friend, Honeygi 

. De Leon, chairman of the 
(беген person How do you manage to be 


PCSO. 
id sweet at th 
Once the cameras stop grind- БОЛУЛ ЛУ С, “Dee's Day” is produced by 


ing, Joyce Jimenez of "Scorpio Ра ДЯ just play my roles. Butwhen-  RPN-9 as part of its new pro- 
Nights 2” fame becomes a totally Te ever I have the time to show my- gramming scheme. RPN-9 is 
different person. She is highly ar- selfasIreally am, lumalabas tala- concentrating on public service 
ticulate, warm and affectionate : $ ра уоп. Like ininterviews,Ispeak Shows and beefing up its 
and lately, even speaks the busi- fry mind and tell people howe. Primetime programming with 
ness gobbledygook that some ca- ally feel. Tm not speaking out of bits like "Ally McBeal,” “Dhar 
reer-oriented women spout to- character, Tm not speaking in , Пё and Greg,” “NYPD Blues, 
day. someone else's behalf. When I ‘ JAG” and other top-rating for- 
Two years ago, during the come out on TV the real те lünshows D 
height of her popularity, Joyce ` aok, “Dee's Day” features the Y à 
Jimenez started her own busi- JIMENEZ. Wants to prove that she's more than just a sexy star. Whats the real Joyce “Softer gentlersideofthenews fi. «4s «tl 
ness by doing sexy poses for a Jimenez like? and the personalities Who  sIYTANGCO. Begins each 
magazine that she herself pro- — Inwhatfilmdidyoureallyhit То me, experience is still the ` Somebody simple, who likesto Make the news.” In short, the Show by sharing Angel 
duced. This was followed by а itbig? best teacher. Through the be with friends. guests will be the kind of peo- Thoughts of the Week. 
calendar, and later her own “Scorpio Nights.” I remember years, I'd like tobelieve,I'veim- Your love life is very low-key. Ple Deedee meets and writes 
brand of lingerie, which she mymanagertelling те агі маз proved on my acting, even my Js that deliberate? about. Honeygirl joined the 
simply called "Private Joyce." going to be built up asa sexy star. Tagalog. 1 like it that way It's tough  Showbecausesheliked the val- bers of the Congressional 
Today, she even has her own That was never hidden from me. ^ What made you go into busi- enough being in show business; eS it projects. Spouses Foundation Ine., led 
videoke VCD that shows her іп That was really something that I ness? irs harder if you have a lovelife. The premiere telecast fea- Dy the energetic “Manay” Gi- 
revealing but artful poses, and decided to do. 1 wanted to do something dif- ` Are youchoosy about finding tured Tom and Baby Pastor, па de Venecia, Speaker Joe's 
has launched her own skin care Areyouproudofthatfilm? ferent from show biz. Iwasatthe the right guy? whose sons and daughters аге pot-so secret weapon. 
products. She has a hand in all Оо naman. I'm proud of all peakofmycareer,solsaid'duse ^ Yeah. I would really like some- саг racing enthusiasts; artist ^ The show will take a closer. 
the intricate details of the busi- the films 1 did. When people my name. Its something we one whois intelligent, someone! Fernando Sena and his stu- and longer look at what makes 
ness, from concept to market- saysT'm a bold star, Idon'treally planned. can get along with. dents, Peza director-general these ladies tick: Gina, Adel 
ing, and is even thinking of ex- mind it. That was the way Iwas What have you learned from What makes you happy? Lilia de Lima, former Under- Guinigündo (wife of Rep. Mag- 
panding it to other product builtup.Idon’texpect people to going into business? My family. Everything around secretary Rosie Castroand Chit tanggo] Guinigundo); Trina Bi- 
lines, call me а teenybopper ога dra- А lot! It's totally different. It me, actually. All the blessingsthat Martinez, formerly with the azon (wife of Muntinlupa's 
1 matic actress! People will al- makes you use your mind, you have right now. Commission on Elections. Rep. Raffy Biazon); Louie Loc- 
Transformation ways remember you the way deal with numbers. It also hasa How would you like to be re- sin (Makati Rep. Teddy Loc- 
In this interview, the sexy siren you camein. Jot to do with how you treat peo- membered? Guests sin's “boss”); TV actress Tessie 
shares the process of transforma- Who is your mentor? ple. I've learned how the market Someone who was able to Guests on “Dee's Day” on Villarama (spouse of Rep. 
tion that she underwent.to getto Мо one in particular, but Гуе behaves, the trends not just local- prove that she's more than justa Thursday, May 1 include willie Villarama of Bulacan); 
where she is now: learned from all my directors. ly butalso internationally. sexy star! Margie Duavit (wife of Rep. 


Jack Duavit); Babette Nograles 
: A : ` (wife of Rep. Boy Nograles; 
2 Shirley Plaza (wife of Min- 
Cameron cruises back to Titanic with 3-D documentary shy иша (wie of M 
ma Dumpit Murillo (daughter 

From page GI said Bill Paxton, a co-star in “Titan- сше films. But he will notdisclose Cameron's team grins into the чар Б. йс 
ie’ and other Cameron movies, the plot ог genre of the 3-D film camera aboard a minisub and an- irure show wil feature 
while until Т made а big score, who went along on the directors that he hopes to start next De- nounces the rescue time: 6:16 So Md чоо ee 
then I was going to take a few 2001 ocean dives and narrates cember or January. p.m., Sept. 11, 2001. Cameron Deru coe Ue us 
years and do the things 1 always “Ghosts of the Abyss.” іт the and crew surfaced hours later to ш мыч с 
wanted todo,” kind of guy who thinks in terms of Unexpected drama the news of the attacks on the e ee GES нанды, 

‘That meant indulging old en- goals that won't be realized in his While Cameron's next fiction World Trade Center and the Pen- D scd м 
thusiasms for hard science and own lifetime... film is а long way off, he hit on tagon. As in un cum рае 
technology. Cameron, who grew "Нез heralding the new tech- зоте unexpected drama in бер. 11 also prompted ие 
up near Niagara Falls, Canada, nology, he's actually taking the “Ghosts of the Abyss.” The film Cameron to scrap а sequel to E сз ome a oe 
had studied marine biology and time to bring these things on. includes а tense sequence in "True Lies,” his comic spy thriller ME Hone vale e cat 
physics in college before switch- Нез more in the tradition of a which one of the robot cameras with Ато! Schwarzenegger, ЕМЕ send in their Angel Thoughts ro 
ing to literature and moving into ‘Thomas Edison or an Alexander rescues the other, hauling it out star of the “Terminator” movies. | ‘dee-day@yahoo.com, or by 
film work in the late 1970s for В- Bell.” by tether after its battery died “We were struggling with it,  DEVENECIA.SpeakerJoe’s mail to RPN-9, Broadcast City, 

movie king Roger Corman. For the next few years, deep inside Titanic. trying to figure out a story,” , not-so-secret weapon. Quezon City. 
“He's always been а futurist,” Cameron plans to focus on fea- After the rescue, one of CAMERON/G4 
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Viruses spread, unseen by us, attacking from all directions. They can weaken us before we even know it. To withstand them, put up a strong resistance. Take Enervon everyday. 
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Fragrances and Cosmetics for the Stars 


Lipstick. Pressed Powder. Body Spray. Fragrance Rollette. 


Cosmetics will be available on May 16 
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"1a gifted musical family 


By Andy P Bais 


SOME parents are lucky. While others spend a. 
fortune to develop whatever talents their chil- 
dren may have, Sam and Imee Flores are 
blessed with naturally-gifted children, specifi- 
cally daughters Angeli Mae, Ana Katrina and 
Jazmine. All three have exceptional singing 


voices, and beautiful faces to boot. 


Experienced 


Of the three sisters, 13 year-old Angeli Mae 
is the more “popular” and experienced, hav- 


Ar age nine, Angeli Mae was already 
singing her heart out professionally as one of 
the cast members of the hit religious musical 
revue “Nasaan si Hesus?” It was also in this 
touring production where her acting skills 
were honed. 

“Talagang natuto akong штате sa 
“Nasaan...” dahil sa tiyaga ng aming direktor 
at ng co-actors ko. Dito ko rin natutunan na 
hindi lang ganda ng boses ang kailangan sa 
musical theater. Dapat pala alam mo rin ang 
ibig sabihin ng iyong kinakanta, at ang tamang 
emotion,” Angeli shares. 


ing already performed and appeared in musi- 


vision. 


cal-theater productions and on national tele- 


Distinction 
Recently, Angeli had the distinction of be- 
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the prize nems won. 
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Winners wit be noted va taiegram, which wil indicato how 
and where they can cam hex prizes. Prizes not ciamed 
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names and/or photographs of winners for advertising and $ 
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‘and Drugs will be present to supervise the гае draw. 
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DOH-BFAD is deemed final, 
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‘supplier, thot spouses and relatives up lo the second 
egre of afinty ог consanguinity are not qualified lo jon, 


ing the youngest finalist in the Viva sponsored 
talent search “Star for a Night." Although she 
didn't bag the top award, her heartfelt and 
fresh rendition of Mandy Moore's "Cry" didn't 
go unnoticed. 

Right after the show, she was tapped to ap- 
pear on a TV soap. Weeks later, she essayed 
the role of the young Carol Banawa in Chan- 
nel 2's "Maalacala Mo Kaya.” Those who've 
watched that particular episode were im- 
pressed with her performance and were one 
in saying that she has a bright future ahead of 
her as an actress. 

She's now under managerial contract 
with Viva and, if plans push through, she'll 
be part of an all-girl group of three com- 
posed of “Star fora Night” discoveries. They 
will be recording an album next month. 

А movie assignment is also in the offing, 
most probably a youth-oriented one that 
will be topbilled by Anne Curtis and Lucky 
Manzano. Angeli, who now stands at 5' 27, 
has also done pictorials for local teen maga- 
zines. 


Limelight F 

For her part, Ana Katrina comes across as 
the “most quiet” among the three siblings. But 
her mom disagrees: “Nahihiya lang yan kasi 
she feels that Angeli and Jazmine are the ones 
in the limelight now. Supportive naman siya 
sa kanyang dalawang kapatid. Pero, the truth 
is, Ana Katrina is the best singer among the 
three.” 

Indeed, after Ana obliged our request for 
her to sing her signature song "I Don't Want to 
Miss а Thing,” we conceded that the girl could 
really give other diva wannabes a run for their 
money. 

‘Ana has won awards of recognition, proof 
that she really has what it takes to be a fine 
singer. Last year, she emerged as one of only 
four contestants out of 30 who were given 
special awards in the Metro Manila Inter-Col- 
legiate Singing Competition. 

Eighteen-year-old Ana is considering a ca- 
reer in musical theater, but her studies are her 
top priority at the moment. She'll be a sopho- 
more nursing student this coming school 
year. 


Rehearsals 

Seven-year old Jazmine is the latest ad- 
dition to the cast of "Nasaan si Hesus?” I's 
no wonder why she was eventually taken 
in as a cast member: she was always tag- 
ging along with her Ate Angeli for re- 
hearsals. 

Jazmine, who looks like a mini version of 

geli, is now doing some of the roles that her 
Ate used to play And she impressed her co-ac- 
tors with her unique gift of song and marked 
confidence as a young performer. 

She floored everyone, when, before a 
performance, she prepared herself by vocal- 
izing! Mom Imee, who accompanies Angeli 
and Jazmine during shows, was surprised at 
her little charmer’s “professional” attitude 
toward her craft. 

“Talagang wala akong problema kay 
Jazmine. Nag-eensayo yan ng kanyang mga 
kanta at dialogue mag-isa, at siya din ang nag. 
aayos ng kanyang costumes and props, " she 
proudly shares. 

Sam and Imee are supportive of their 
daughters’ artistic inclinations, but only up 
to a point: “If performing gets in the way of 
their studies, ibang usapan na yon,” they 
stress. 


Cameron cruises 
back to Titanic 
with 3-D 
documentary 


From page G2 


Cameron said. “Then when Sept. 11 hap- 
pened, I thoughtan action comedy about ап 
anti-terrorism unit trying to stop Arab ter- 
rorists from smuggling nuclear weapons 
‘onto US soil was just not that funny any- 
more.” 

Minus Cameron as writer and director, 
Schwarzenegger stars in the upcoming "Ter- 
minator 3: Rise of the Machines.” The movie 
was directed by Jonathan Mostow, assuming 
the role of upstart director taking over some- 
one else's franchise, which Cameron did when 
he directed 1986's “Aliens.” 


Not amused 

“Alien” director Ridley Scott initially was 
not amused, Cameron said. The two subse- 
quently have talked about doing an “Alien” 
film together, with Cameron writing and 
producing and Scott directing, Cameron 
said. 

David Fincher's "Alien 3"—which killed off 
characters Cameron created, essentially 
negating the outcome of"Aliens"—has braced 
Cameron for anything that "Terminator 3" 
might deliver. 

"Im so over that by now, You can't hold on 
to that stuff,” Cameron said. "There's nothing 
they can do to me on "Terminator 3' thar's go- 
ing to be as outrageous as that.” AP 
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Adam Sandler has become оре TD LED 


ЗТ AND OTHERS 


box-office draw in Hollywood yr 


os ANGE- 

LES—Adam San- 

dier, who's become 
one of Hollywood's top 
box-office draws by play- 
ing infantile men prone 
to fisticuffs and tantrums, 
displays in real life a 
shambling politeness and 
faux-naive modesty. 


Shy smile 

With a shy smile, he often 
looks down as he speaks, while 
deflecting questions with self 
deprecating jokes. 

‘The 36-year-old comic's almost 
childlike behavior conceals his 
status as a Hollywood workaholic 


fire. He gave directing duties of 
"The Master of Disguise” to his 
longtime production designer 
Perry Andelin Blake, although 
Blake had no previous experi- 
ence. Critics complained that the 
film was a mess, and Sony was 
still reworking the movie shortly 
before its release last summer. 

Carvey had already starred on 
the late-night comedy show for 
five years when Sandler began 
appearing in 1991, the same year 
аз Spade, whose 2001 film, ‘Joe 
Dir" and upcoming “Dickie 
Roberts: Former Child Star" were 
produced by Sandler. 

During his five-year run on the 
show, Sandler was known for 
impish characters such as Can- 
teen Boy and musical bits such as 


NICHOLSON and Sandler in their biggest hit, “Anger Management.” 


who's unwaveringly loyal to his 
friends. 

“I was in his office 12 hours a 
day, and he was either working 
with me, or working on editing 
something else, or working on 
one of his other projects,” said 
David Dorfman, screenwriter of 
“Anger Management,” which co- 
stars Sandler and Jack Nicholson. 
"He worked nonstop.” 

Sandler has used his clout not 
only to gain greater control over 
his own films, but also to boost 
the careers of former “Saturday 
Night Live” TV show friends such 
as Rob Schneider, David Spade 
and Dana Carvey by guiding their 
pet projects through the studio 
system. 


Benevolent mogul 

Dorfman described Sandler as 
“а benevolent mogul,” and Car- 
vey said his 2002 film, “The Mas- 
ter of Disguise,” would have gone 
nowhere without Sandler's help. 

"| mean, Lowe him. I don't real- 
ly know why he did it, you'd have 
to ask him. But it was great to 
have him push it through. 1 guess. 
I was nice to him on ‘Saturday 
Night Live,” Carvey said, adding 
with a laugh: "Thank God." 

But some Sandler favors back- 


Operaman. “SNE was also the 
launching pad for his enduring 
holiday hit “The Chanukah 
Song,” a comical compendium of 
Jewish celebrities. 

Before that, Sandler had 
worked mainly as a standup co- 


QUALITY | UP LECTURERS, MATERIALS ШИН ASSURED- 


He’s a workaholic who’s 
unwaveringly loyal to his friends a 747 5206/091 98974214 


median, getting laughs with his 


jittery delivery Thats where 
friends say he developed his reg- 
ular-guy charm. 


Genuinely nervous 


“Нез genuinely nervous on | 


stage, and thats become part of 
his persona, Schneider said. 
“Нез genuinely nervous up there, 
and then it's a surprise that he's 
funny and you become relaxed.” 
Sandler had small roles in 
19935 "Coneheads" and the 
1994 comedies "Mixed Nuts" and 


"Airheads" before getting his first | 


starring role in 1995's “Billy 
Madison,” about a lazy 20-some- 
thing who goes back to elemen- 
tary school so he can inherit his 
rich father’s business, 

The low-budget film grossed 
$25 million, and Sandler fol- 
lowed it the next year with "Hap- 


ру Gilmore," about a golf prodigy | 


with a violent temper. That film, 
which featured a memorable fist 
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"Y Eat fruits for nourishment 
e and healing 


EVERY summer, we talk. about 
fruits that bring great nourish- 
ment and healing to the body. LOTUS 
Since cheap, delicious fruits can Ё 
be found everywhere this season, Sedative 
letus purchase and partake of na- “Lemon juice is a sed: 
tures bountiful offerings the heart and reduces palpita- 
mankind. “The Healing Cuisine tions. The juice is helpful for peo- 
WARREN. No contest. by Harish Johari showcases our and § Bismark ple with high blood pressure and 
amazing array of fruits: ONE © SHIPS ___ for the bowels, kidneys, uterus 
The carbohydrate in papayas and other parts of the bod 
Energy contains mainly invert sugar, Lemons stimulate the flow of sal 
“Mangoes give energy and are which isreadily absorbed intothe va and cure loss of appetite and 
satisfying. The sweeter the man- blood. As the fruit is exposed to dyspepsia. Lemons encourage the 
go, the more easily it is digested the sun, it gets sweeterand richer secretion of bile and are, there- 
and the more energy it provides. in vitamins. fore recommended for patients 
A ripe, sweet, juicy mango helps with jaundice. 
the body generate blood. If a. Cure "Because they convert into ап 
glass of lukewarm milk is taken “Ayurvedic doctors prescribe alkaline substance during diges- 
after eating mango, it energizes papaya to people suffering from tion, lemons counteract condi- 
k the entire system. During the hot liver heart and or intestinal trou- боле such as acidity, rheumatism, 
| y season, cold water can be added ble. The fruitisalsousedasacure and gout. Lemon juice is an or- 
ü tothemilktoreducetheeffectsof for intestinal worms. Papaya en- ganic disinfectant that causes по 
axes the heat and give strength, vigor courages the appetite and helps harm to body tissues. It prevents 
MCELHONE (right) with George Clooney in "Solaris. and vitality to the system. digestion; it is a diuretic and aS the formation of жоон. ence 
“Mangoes stimulate and energize vents flatulence. Papaya has a juice checks colds and possesses 


the nervous system. They cure соп. soothing effect on the stomach ап anti-pneumonia substance. 
stpation, activate the Kidneys, and and pancreas. Raw papaya is Lemonscure gas and the juice isa 
prompt the flow of urine, which en- helpful to patients with liver trou- mild laxative. 

ables the system to flush out toxins. ble. It also makes the muscle 


“Lemon juice taken with luke- 
з А drink made from a juicy mango fibers of the womb contract, thus warm water every morning cures 
By Nestor U. Torre raves about 22-year-old Oliver: an approachable elegance that has a lot of fiber is a cure for aiding menstrual flow. constipation. Drinking the juice 


: пе века е аро attractive to both men people who sufer боп toolile di- “Lemons are an appetiz througha straw will prevent ero- 
A Sveteranstarslose мет pum Sung rey алб мотеп. Апа and charm #° heat, chronic dysentery, or er—they stimulate digestion and sion of tooth enamel. Lemon juice 


and cure nausea. They are used 
for digestion, acidity, dysentery 
and diarrhea, 


т ч i constipation. Mangoes soaked in assimilation. Lemons are heal- taken in lukewarm water with a 
eet Ae Hie that, there’ no way that he г ma Anthony do. Syrup give energy; they removecon: ers—they calm the system and tablespoon of honey as the first 
can also a 1 І stipation and are a tonic for the provide nutrients. Because drink of the day helps dieters lose 
on exciting new talents to some lines and he was so tender, Eels made her feature fim de- rin, stomach, lngsandblood” lemons contain vitamin C and weight, Lemons are also used in 
et viewers to patronize fesh and natural that my head butin “Driven,” and was also in Tim. z bioflavonoids, they prevent fasting. A one-week lemon-water 
g P lew off my shoulders! Burton’s "Planet of the Apes. е 
ir I films. St ee en err E ^ Vitamins scurvy and capillary fragility, fast cures all diseases of the stom- 
their latest films. Some ` Born and raised in London, Finally, another lovely former < : 3 s 
fresh-faced standouts: oli Ш set t " x aiat ^ м kick MARINO Papayas are rich in vitamins, Lemons also contain B vitamins ach and intestines. Constant use 
Dese Mead eddie eat bs fele oad i ^ especially vitamin A. Papayas al- as well as minerals such as sodi- of lemon juice with food or in 
Teen protagonist English at Bristol University, plays the female lead in George so contain protein, Bvitamins,v um, potassium, magnesium, cal- food, or of lemon pickles, keeps 
а я : but his girlfriend was studying Clooney's new starrer, “Solaris,” tamin C (which increases as the cium, iron, copper phosphorus the body in good shape.” 
“What Every Girl Wants” leads at the prestigious Guilford directed by Steven Soderbergh. fruit ripens), and minerals, such and sulfur. Lemons relieve thirst, Email ^ lotuspondIO8Qhot- 
off with two of them. Pert, young School for Performing Arts, so She portrays Clooney's beloved 2s calcium, phosphorus and iron. are cooling, soothe the nerves, mail.com 
ТУ star ("The Amanda Show” on һе enrolled at the same school and troubled wife Rheya, whose s ч : : 
Nickelodeon) Amanda Byrnes tobe with her. untimely death years earlier con- 


Bae movies en ge e poy band tines to haunt im. Adam Sandler has become . . «rms 


nist, 17-year-old” Daphne copra 

Reynolds, who's been raised by After studying acting at Guil- Sci-fi thriller fight between Sandler's character edy “Little Nicky” was a step Love,” an arty, esoteric comedy- 
her mother in New York City but ford, he found a London agent “Solaris” is a sci-fi thriller that and “The Price Is Right” host Bob backward from his recent block- drama about a repressed man 
flies off to London to look forher and made his living as an actor tells а story of love, redemption, Barker, collected $38 million. buster — hits—underperforming who falls in love despite his horri- 
long-lost Britain father, Lord Hen- іл plays and commercials. Be- second chances and a space mis- While critics consistently with a $39 million gross—he still ble bouts of rage. 

ту Dashwood (Colin Firth). fore he couldactina film, how- sion gone terribly wrong. trashed his work, Sandlers fan persuaded Sony Pictures to gam- Тһе movie earned only about 

The film also stars Oliver ever, former Spice Girls manag- Clooney's character is ordered to base grew with hits such as bleonacartoon partially inspired $18 million, but friends said the 
James as а British lad named lan, er Simon Fuller tapped him to investigate the weird behavior of 19985 “The Wedding Singer" by a line in “The Chanukah film's somber elements attracted 
the female leads love interest.Di- join a new boy band. He was scientists on a space station that which earned $80 million, fol. Song.” а highbrow audience that had 
rector Dennie Gordon had audi- deep into rehearsals for the has cut off all communication lowed by "The Waterboy” and  Thestudio had avoided getting previously sneered at Sandler. 
tioned about 500 young actors band when he auditioned for with Earth. When he gets to the “Big Daddy,” which each collect- into the costly and risky business “It’s in a more acceptable form 
and found nobody right for the “What a Girl Wants,” and quit space station, he finds himself in- ей more than $160 million. That of animation, but studio boss where critics can appreciate him, 
role—until Oliver finally walked the Fuller project. exorably drawn to its dangerous gave Sandler the freedom to do Amy Pascal agreed to make finally,” Schneider said. “These 

„ and gave a terrific audition Meanwhile, in “Kangaroo mysteries. as he pleased, and he chose to 2002's “Eight Crazy Nights" after people were six months ago (say- 
that clinched the plum part for Jack,” model turned actress Es- Buti presentshimwithasecond give a helping hand to Schneider, hearing a personal pitch from ing, ‘moron,’ ‘idiot,’ ‘idiot sa- 
him. tella Warren plays Jessie, a re- chance at love—to change the whose career had been reduced Sandler. Dorfman joked that the хап at best.” 

Producer ВШ Gerber оп sourceful American wildlife course of a past relationship that гоа few supporting roles insome studio probably would have When film critic Roger Ebert, 
Bymes: "We needed a vibrant conservationist who helps New has caused him overwhelming grief of Sandler's films. "Deuce Biga- made “a Kabuki play” if Sandler who had despised all of Sandler's 
teenager to play Daphne, and we Yorkers Charlie (Jerry O'Con- and remorse. And McElhones low: Male Gigolo,” which Schnei- had wanted. “Ifnothing else they previous films, crossed paths 
found exactly what we were look- nell) and Louis (Anthony An- “ghostly” character shows him the der co-wrote and starred in as a respect box office,” he said. with the comic at a party, he 
ing for in Amanda. She's very derson) track a wily kangaroo way to possible redemption. hapless male escort, became a Вис the cartoon gamble didn't praised him for “Punch-Drunk 
bright and has incredible comic across the dense Australian out- Byres, James, Warren and $65 million hit for Sandlers pro- pay off as Sandler had hoped; Love.” “I will have to tell my par- 
‘timing. She was only 15 when we back. McElhonemay not yet be as pop- duction company, Happy Madi- “Bight Crazy Nights” earned only ents, so they can watch your 
first met her about this project, ^ Estella clinched the role be- ular as established stars of the з. — son. $24 million. show again,” Sandler reportedly 
and it’s rare to find someone that cause, producer Jerry Bruck- ver screen, but they ve taken their Sandler also spent some of his responded. "They had to stop 
youngwithsuch maturityandtal- heimer recalls, "She lit up the all-important first big steps and Cartoon influence to get Sonys support watching your show because it 
ent. screen when we auditioned her. publicreaction has been very pos- Although Sandler’s 2000 com- for last years “Punch-Drunk made them say bad words.” АР 

For her part, director Gordon There was no contest. She has itive, so they're getting there! 
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Sheila Francisco is bent 


on always doing her best 


By Jocelyn Valle 


NSPIRED by the success 
IE “Celebrity Night” last 

month at Uva restaurant, 
where movie and TV stars 
worked as waiters for one 
evening, owners Franco Lau- 
rel and Ayen Munji decided 
to produce a monthly special 
to promote their dining 
haven at Greenbelt 2. 


Musical-theater hits 

"Theater Night,” held last April 12, 
"had first-rate performing artists Non- 
їе Buencamino, Gigi Posadas, Lyn 
Sherman, Sheila Francisco, Ricci 
Chan, JM Rodriguez, .Mayen Busta- 
mante, Lana Jalosjos, Noel Rayos, 
Franco and Ayen dishing out musical- 
theater hits at the space across Uva. 

Franco and Ayen personally hand- 
picked the line-up of performers. "We 
asked them to give us a list of the 
songs they like to do,” he explains. 
‘The result was a repertoire of popular 
tunes from grand stage productions. 

The couple specifically asked 
Sheila Francisco to sing "Bali Hai" 
and “Happy Tall'—the two songs 
that earned her rave reviews as 
Bloody Mary in the recent staging of 
Rodgers and Hammerstein's "South 
Pacific" by the Royal National Theater 
at the Olivier Theater in London. 


Request 

Sheila graciously gave in to Franco 
and Ayen’s request. "I'm so proud of 
those songs,” she exclaims, relating to 
us how, after she sang “Bali Hai” and 
“Happy Talk’ in an audition in Lon- 
don almost two years ago, esteemed 
director Trevor Nunn beamed with 
joy. 
Pie tumed out that Ninn had been 
relentlessly searching for the perfect 
Bloody Mary. Since “Miss Saigon,” ће 
Philippines has become a source of 


FRANCISCO. Rave reviews in London. 


exceptional talents for West End pro- 
ducers, and that's how the directors 
quest found its way to the country. 

Her London experience taught 
Sheila some precious lessons: “Mas 
minahal ko ang craft ko," smiles the 
self-confessed late bloomer in the 
field of theater who debuted in 
1991's “Joseph the Dreamer." 

"Sobra kasi ang appreciation ng tal- 
ent doon, kaya kailangan ma-match 
‘yun ng dedication mo sa trabaho. 1 
Jove theater and i always give my best 
to whatever I do, but I'm even more 
committed now to doing my best.” 


Humble man 

Sheila glows when asked about the 
director, whose impressive body of 
work includes hit musicals “Cats,” 
“Les Miserables,” *Starlight Express,” 
“Chess” and “Sunset Boulevard.” 
“Para siyang tatay,” she gushes. "Не 
never lost his temper, he never shout- 


ed. He was a humble man." 

She also feels fortunate to have 
spent one Christmas with Nunn and 
his family. “Siya ang nagluto,” she re- 
calls with awe. "His wife washed the 
dishes. Touched na touched talaga 
ako when I was there.” 

Asa bonus, she was able to meet the- 
ater luminaries like Elaine Paige and 
Glenn Close. She recounts her encounter 
with Close, the versatile Hollywood star 
known for her portrayal of extraordinary 
women ("The World According to Garp” 
and “Fatal Attraction” ће said, Your 
voice! Where did they find you?” 

Sheila hopes she can work again with 
the Royal National Theater, and that a 
part in a sitcom for the British Broad- 
casting Company pushes through. 

Meantime, she’s set to appear in 
two musicals this year CHonk" in Au- 
gust and September, and “The Full 
Monty” in October and November), 
plus a possible one-woman play. 
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SSS SATURDAY Special l, temm 
Mother Angelica well on the road to recovery 


By Nestor U, Torre 1 | 


UR recent piece on the 
O EWTN channel’s Mother 

Angelica got a good reac- 
tion from a number of viewers, 
some of whom faxed copies of the 
article all the way to the headquar- 
ters of the Eternal Word Television 
Network in the States. 


TV screen 

Well, now they know that there are many 
Filipinos who love Mother, miss her on the TV 
screen, want to know how she is now, and are 
praying for her complete recovery. 


We wrote the article partly to get an update 
‘on Mother Angelica’s condition, and we thank 
EWTN Pacific's Edwin Lopez for giving us ex- 
actly that, 

The update from the States reads in part: 


АТ 17, Rita worked hard helping her mother 


LIVEWIRE HOST. Mother 
Angelica enjoys herself on 


“Despite the fact that Mother Angelica stl has RITA Rizzo (Mother Angelica’sreal name) at with the dry cleaning business when not her dally TV show. 
difficulty communicating properly as a result of age one and a half in 1924, going to school. 


the serious stroke she suffered on Christmas Eve in 
2001, she was able to read many of the prayers of 
the Holy Rosary that was taped last October: 

"According to Doug Keck, vice president of pro- 
gramming and production, EWINS production 
team taped Mother Angelica and the nuns of Our 
Lady of the Angels Monastery at the Shrine of the 
Mos: Blessed Sacrament in Alabama. 


Rosary 


“The taping took four consecutive days. 


The nuns prayed the Mysteries of the Rosary 
during their morning devotions. Keck said the 
network is now airing the Joyful Mysteries, 
the Sorrowful Mysteries and the Glorious 
Mysteries, as well as the new Luminous Mys- 
teries introduced by Pope John Paul II as he 


proclaimed 2003 the Year of the Rosary. 
“Keck also noted that Mother Angelica was ex- 
tremely happy to participate in the tapings because. 


she knew she was joining her prayers with those of 
her EWTN family whom she misses so much. 
“Mother Angelica attends daily Mass with the. 
- nuns, and spends much of her time each day in 
prayer, in front of the Blessed Sacrament.” 
Stroke 


Wee glad that Mother's recovery is pro- 
ceeding apace. We've seen the tape of the 


IS THROUGH THIS ж 
SHORT CUT. 


EWTN's visionary leader beams as her TV 
studio is being constructed. 


that she looks much better on it than on her 
last EWTN appearance after her stroke, when 
half of her face appeared to be paralyzed, and 
she was wearing an eye patch. 

‘We trust that, later this year, Mother Angelica 
can resume hosting her popular interview pro- 
gram on EWTN, the network she put up two 
decades ago. Today, the EWTN Global Catholic 
‘Network is viewed by more than 80 million televi- 
sion households in 107 counties, and is the 
largest religious media network in the worl. 


Internet 
iF you wish to catch the Holy Rosary taped 
by Mother and her monastery’ other nuns, it 
i airs daily at 5 p.m. EST on EWTN’s radio пег 
Edsa ShangriLa work, on TV at 9:30 p.m. EST, and simultane- 
ously on the Internet (wiwewtn com). 
Finally, EWTN greeted Mother Angelica on 
her birthday last April 22 with a special live 
program featuring some of her loyal followers 
allover the world. The Philippines was repre- 
sented by Jeanne Young 
We thank Edwin Lopez for ће info, and for 
the two books on Mother Angelica that he 
sent us, which well write about soonest. 


LEGEND: Li 


+. COMING FROM CUBAO OR SAN JUAN, TAKE CROSSING 
IBABAW THEN TURN RIGHT AT SHAW BLVD., THEN U-TURN 
GOING BACK TO EDSA. THEN LEFT TURN TO INTERNAL ROAD 
GOING TO THE MALL MAIN ENTRANCE 


2 COMING FROM MANILA. TAKE SHAW UNDER THE SHAW 
FLYOVER, THEN TURN LEFT AT EDSA, THEN TURN RIGHT AT 
prea ded NEW MMDA TRAFFIC FLOW 


э. COMING FROM MAKATI TAKE CROSSING IBABAW GOING 
STRAIGHT, THEN TURN RIGHT AT INTERNAL ROAD. 


4 COMING FROM PASIG TAKE SHAW BLVD , TURN RIGHT AT 
EDSA THEN TURN RIGHT AT INTERNAL ROAD. 


MOTHER ANgelica’s biography, written by 
Dan O'Neill. 
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Eastwood, von Trier vie 
for Cannes hou prize * 


By Marc Burleigh 


ARIS—Movies by Clint East- 
P wood and Lars von Trier are 

among 20 films nominated 
to vie for the top prize at this year's 
Cannes film festival, but the hot 
tickets in the early days of the May 
14-25 event are for two Hollywood 
blockbusters being screened out of 
competition. 
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Leading lights 
“Matrix: Reloaded 
and “Terminator 3, 
long-awaited instal- [| 
ments in the two huge- f 
ly successful scifi ac- |. 
tion franchises, are get- |. 
ting the full publicity | 
treatment and promise |: 
to be the leading lights |. 
оп the festivals dizzy- |: 
ing party circuit. |е 
"They also make up | 
for the unusually low. |i 


Fill up your tummy 
with yummies 
On SALE! 


EASTWOOD. Has 
directed the high- 
profile crime drama, 
“Mystic River.” 


quota of Hollywood |. 
releases in the compe- | 
tition lineup, some- | 
thing Cannes organiz- 
er shrugged off as | 
simply the way the se- 
lection worked out 
‘year, and not anything. 
io do with the frosty E 
ties these days be- | 
tween France and the 
United States 


Unseen titles 4 
Virtually all the 20 fy 
films in competition 
for the prestigious 
Palme d'Or award аге [i 
unseen cites that will | 
get their worldwide 
premiere, in line with 
Cannes traditional |} 
role as the debutantes’ | 
ball for the global cine- 
ma industry. Ж 
There is, as is also f; 
customary, a mix of |" 
solid cinematographic |j 
veterans mixed with a 
slew of rising talent |“ 
breaking new ground. 
Clint Eastwood's 
"Mystic River” a crime 
drama starring Sean 
Penn, Kevin Bacon and 
‘Tim Robbins, will prob- |j 
ably be the most high- |. 
profile of he films, 
But it faces stiff К 
competition бот 
movies made + by |} 
Cannes favorites von 
Trier, Denmark's re- | 
markable don of |. 
Dogma filmmaking, 
and Peter Green- 
away, the British di- |! 
rector known for his 
lush and complex | 
productions, Н 
Von  Trier—who 
has been nominated |, 
for the Palme d'Or 
five times and wonin |: 
2000 with "Dancerin |. 
ihe Dar'—wWill be 
presenting — "Dog- 
ville,” a story about a 
woman (Nicole Kid- 
man) who runs away 
to a small US town in. 
the Rockies in the 
1930s. 
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BABY BLUES. BY JERRY SCOTT 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a strong social conscience and are often dedicated to a cause. You can work behind the 
scenes and accomplish a lot. You believe that it is important to use your life wisely. This year many phases of your life 
will end in order to make room for new ones to begin. 

Birthdate of: August Wilson, playwright; Sandy Dennis, actress; Coretta Scott King, civil-rights activist. 


ARIES (March 21 to April GEMINI (May 21 to June LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
е 19): You have зоте 28): You have private 22]: Avoid conflict or 
bright moneymaking plans that you don't wish tension with partners 
ideas right now. Go back to particularly discuss now. Discussions with 


to the dreams you had be- with anyone at the mo- Someone senior to you 
fore, the ones you threw aside. Take a ment. This is entirely your right. You today (your boss. a parent, the police) 
second look at them to see еу don't have to walk around with a bil- reveal important information. 

have any merit. board on your head. 


MIKROKOSMOS 


TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to July VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 

May 20): You have a. 22): Discussions with a 22): Explore every possi- PARE, SARAP NG 
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The rise, fall and vindication of Ingrid Bergman 


By Behn Cervantes. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 


reigned there. Ingrids ethereal Rodgers and Hammerstein musical and even politicians universally а tart? Wasn't she a mysterious 
beauty was admired by suspense "Carousel" assailed her for gross immorality. woman of the world in both *No- 
NO Hollywood scandal rocked director Alfred Hitchcock, who put прі screen presence and out- Оп the floor of the US Senate, she torious"ahd "Under Capricorn?" 
the cinematic boat as much as In- her in steamy lovescenes with Cary standing beauty made her a screen was condemned as “Hollywood's Wasn't the enigmatic Ilsa in 
grid Bergman's desertion in 1949 Grant in "Notorious and “Under favorite with a string of critically apostle of degradation” as меПаз "Casablanca" obviously a turn-on 
of her husband Dr. Peter Lind- Capricorn.” successful films highlighted by her а “free-love cultist.” Remember, for both Humphrey Bogart and 
strom and their young daughter A Academy Award-winning perfor- this was 1949, so the world was Paul Henreid? Decades after 
Pia. The world was shocked be- Stunning beauty mance in “Gaslight” opposite indeed shocked. Wasn't she St. “Stromboli” it was revealed that 
cause the Academy Award-win- Ingrid was born in 1915 and Charles Boyer She also co-starred Joan, after all? Ingrid had had affairs with Gary 
ning actress had an almost “saint- was orphaned early in life. Rela- with Gary Cooper in “Saratoga es Cooper and Gregory Peck. No 
ly” image. They believed that her tives who raised her encouraged Trunk" as well as with Gregory Extended kissing scenes wonder they “made love" so con- 
“radiance, strength and vitality” her to study at Stockholm’s Dra- Peck in “Spellbound.” Movie fans around the globe _vincingly onscreen, 
‘were in keeping with the admired matic Academy There, her stun- She was often written aboutasa believed Bergman was a great ac- However, fans everywhere pre- 
characteristics of St. Joan of Are. ning beauty caught the attention quiet, home-loving and serious artist tress, so her sexy portrayals were ferred to think differently of In- 
of Sweden's film directors. After who wasnta part oftheglitzy Holly- merely the products of hertalent. grid so, when she had that infa- © 
Spectacle appearing in supporting roles, wood set. The reality was, she had In life, she was a no-nonsense mous affair with Rossellini, she 
Ingrid was remembered bymany she won a plum part in "Inter- tired of predicable Hollywood and housewife. Moral, too, or so they was universally condemned bya ` 
for her role in ‘Joan of Are,"aTech- mezzo” іп 1936. became interested in the neorealist convinced themselves. Never disappointed world. 
nicolor extravaganza praised more David O. Selznick, the maverick fiim movement in kaly especially the mind if she had extended kissing She lived in Europe for many 
e for its spectacle than for its artistic Hollywood producer contacted works of Roberto Rossellini. She of- scenes with Gary Cooper, Cary years and seemed destined for 
М merits. As usual Ms Bergman herto appear in the Hollywood ver- fered him her services for an upcom- Grant, Gregory Peck and Leslie oblivion in Hollywood when, in 
‘at PRI tumed in a sympathetic perfor- sion ofthat film opposite British im- ing film, “Swomboli.” On that vol- Howard, and stimulating scenes 1956, she appeared in a success- 
NL mance that bolstered her pristine port Leslie Howard. In 1940, she canicisland, hey sarted their affair. with all her leading men. ful French film by Jean Renoir, 
ЕЕЕ screen image. She was Sweden's made her Broadway debut in “Lil- Тһе extramarital liaison Тһе fans refused to acknowl- "Lena et Les Hommes,” oddly 
A Я greatest contribution to Hollywood iom,” by Ferenc Molnar, а play that shocked her many fans. Religious edge the obviously sensual per- translated into "Paris Does 
Ы Since the enigmatic Greta Garbo was later tumed into the successful organizations, women’s clubs son оп that big, wide screen. Strange Things.” 


Celebrities let off steam ers 


“Saratoga Trunk?” second Academy Award. It was 
Wasn't the hysterical barmaid Hollywood's way of saying all 


vincing as the sexy Creole in “Anastasia,” a role that won her a 
By Noelani Torre 


AN outstanding face isn’t the only thing that 
distinguishes celebrities from ordinary Janes 
and Joes, there's also the matter of an out- 
standing fortme—which the latter don’t 
have. 


Money 

After all, if they do have it, then odds are 
that they're already celebrities, as celebrity- 
hood and money often go hand in hand. In 
the words of Bill Murray: "When people say 
they want to be rich and famous, just try rich 
and see if that doesn't get most of it for yo 

As we delve further into Boze Hadleigh's 
juicy collection of rich and famous quips, 
“Hollywood and Whine” (Citadel Press), we 
discover more and more quotes—about fame, 
money, and the unapologetically materialistic 
world that celebrities inhabit. 

We get an earful about beliefs about money 
and happiness. For example: “Money does 


d 


MADONNA. “Money makes you beautiful.” 


more 1 realize it can't buy love, either. Men 
find money glamorous, but eventually it 
doesn't make them any kinder or more devot- 
r 


Other uses 

Some, like Humphrey Bogart, had other us- 
es for money: "The only reason to have money 
is o tell any SOB in the world to go to hell," he 
said. And pop queen Madonna, who admitted 
that her “most annoying expenditure” was 
coloring her hair, declared: “Money makes 
you beautiful.” (Or blonde, anyhow.) 

With all this cash comes a highly-tuned ac- 
quisitiveness— and celebs’ acquisitions range 
from jewels and houses to children and spous- 
es. AS columnist Joyce Haber put it: “Some in 
this town buy things or collect things. Others 
try to live very well: Still others try to buy or 
influence people. Tell me what you buy, and 
TII tell you what you are. It’s more true than 
with food; you are what you buy.” 

If so, what would our own Imelda Marcos 


in“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde"really was forgiven. 
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buy happiness," said comic Mel Brooks.” And happiness isn’t everything.” be? She's the only Pinoy celebrity in this book, 

Tm healthy already” Jean Seberg was of Woolworth heiress Barbara Hutton, how- and this was her revelation: "I did not have 

much the same opinion, butherthoughtshad ever, disagreed. "My money has never 3,000 pairs of shoes-I had 1,060!” Right, as 

adifferent twist. brought me happiness," she confessed. "Not though it really made a difference. (To be con- 
“Money does buy happiness,” shesaid.“But happiness that lasts... and the older get, the eluded) 
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Villa Santa Monica in Lipa. Where life'is quiet and mornings are cool and made fragrant by the smell of 


— Gülíeg, Think about it. The villa you've always wanted, in a ‚а community complete with facilities and amenities 


like a swimming pool, basketball court, a landscaped ple playground $-masterplanned for you and your family's H 
is now for lots that interest you, We'll give you a custom-made payment f 


- scheme. Call us at LPHI, 848:5071, 848-5173, 848-0 848-0972, 8147451, ned 


к lang.corn. Lph 


‘Directions to Уйа Sia Monica: When coming from either Batangas City ог Tanauan/Malvar, take the nation: 
highway and go straight от you reach CM Recto St. Turn at P. Torres St. at the comer o! Lipa Cathedra! 
Pass Carmelite Monastery and Séaoil Gas Station. Is at the left side of the road. Yay won't miss it! 7\ 
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Ш 27 — OOT SATURDAY Special ee 
2003 MTV Movie Awards nominees announced 


MTV: Music Television has an- of movie making—artificial p.m. and June 15 at 9 p.m. 166 countries and territories via 84 • “The Ring” (DreamWorks Fox) 
nounced the nominees for the character generation. Globe Gentxt presents the channels, and in 17 languages in SKG) * Daveigh Chase (Samara 
2003 MTV Movie Awards: 3 2003 MTV Movie Awards and over 380 million households. Best Male Performance Morgan)—"The Ring" (Dream- 

“The Lord of the Rings: The Winners they're giving four lucky winners Тће nominations for the 2003 Eminem ("8 Mile"—Univer- Works SKG) 

Two Towers" and “Spider- Тһе winners will be revealed at а chance to watch the event live МТУ Movie Awards: sal) = Daniel Day-Lewis (Bill the 

Man” top this year’s list with the 2003 MTV Movie Awards, which іп Los Angeles, USA! Also, catch Best Movie * Vin Diesel (‘XXX"—Sony)  Butcher)—"Gangs of New York" 

five nominations each. Inaddi- wil be taped on May 31 at the the MTV and Globe Gentxt Cool + “8 Mile" (Universal) * Leonardo DiCaprio (“Catch (Miramax) 

tion to the usual line-up of Shrine Auditorium inLos Angeles. Cinema Nights screenings at The • “The Lord of the Rings: The Ме If — You Breakthrough 

nomination categories, MTV The 2003 MTV Movie Awards Fort beginning May 9, featuring Two Towers" (New Line) Can"—DreamWorks Male 

has taken the forward-looking will premiere on MTV Philippines some nominated movies. = “Spider-Man” (Sony) SKG) А Е 

step of saluting the latest tool (Channel 41) on June 14 at 2 — Thisyearsawardswillbeseen in = “Barbershop” (MGM) Tobey Maguire Mile” (Universal) 
CSpider- . Kieran 

Man"—Sony) Culkin—"Igby Goes 

* Viggo Mortensen Down” (United 
(The Lord of the Artists) 
Rings: The Two Tow- . Ryan 
ers" — New Line) Reynolds—"National 

Best Female Lampoon's Van 
Performance Wilder” (Artisan) 

* Reese Wither- * Nik Can- 
spoon—"Sweet Home non—"Drumline" 
Alabama” — (Touch- DICAPRIO, pig (20% Century Fox) 
stone) dep: Derek 

e Kirsten Dun- Performancein Luke—"Antwone Fish- 
st—“Spider-Man” ‘CatchMelfYou ғ (Fox Searchlight) 
(Sony) Can.’ Breakthrough 

* Halle Berry—"Die Female 
Another Day” (MGM) * Nia Vardalos—"My Big Fat 

* Kate Hudson—"How ToLose Greek Wedding” (IFC Films) 
AGuy In 10 Days” (Paramount)  * Beyonce Knowles—"Austin 

* Queen Latifah—“Chicago” Powers in Goldmember” (New 
(Miramax) Line) 

Best Comedic Performance * Jennifer Garner—"Daredev- 

+ Mike Myers—‘Austin Powers il" (20th Century Fox) 
in Goldmember” (New Line) * Eve—"Barbershop" (MGM) 

= Will Ferrell—“Old School” = Кае — Bosworth—'Blue 
(DreamWorks SKG) Crush" (Universal) 

* Cedric The Entertain. + Maggie Gyllenhaal—“Secre: 
er—"Barbershop" (MGM) tary” (Lions Gate) 

= Adam Sandler—"Mr. Deeds” Best Kiss 
(Sony) * Tobey Maguire and Kirsten 

* Johnny Knoxville—‘Yackass: Dunst—“Spider-Man” (Sony) ` 
‘The Movie” (Paramount) * Ben Affleck and Jennifer Gar 

Best On-Screen Team ner—"Daredevil" (20th Century 

* Will Ferrell, Vince Vaughn Fox) 
and Luke Wilson—"Old Schoo!” + Nick Cannon an^ Zoé Sal- 
(DreamWorks SKG) dana—"Drumline (20tn Century 

= Elijah Wood, Sean Astin and Fox) 

Gollum—"The Lord of the Rings: * Leonardo DiCaprio and 
The Two Towers" (New Line) Cameron Diaz—Gangs of New 

< Kate Bosworth, Michelle Ro- York" (Miramax) Я 
driguez and Sanoe Lake—"Blue + Adam Sandler and Emily 
Crush" (Universal) Watson—"Punch-Drunk — Love" 

* Jackie Chan and Owen Wil- (Sony) 
son—"Shanghai Knights” Best Fight 
(Touchstone) * Yoda vs. Christopher 

* Johnny Knoxville, Bam  Lee—'Star Wars: Episode II—At- 
Margera, Steve-O and Chris Pon- tack of the Clones" (20th Century 
tious—‘Jackass: The Movie” Fox) 

(Paramount) * Jet Li vs. the Ultimate Fight- 

Best Villain - ето “Стае 2 the Grave” (Warn- 

* Mike Myers (Goldmem- er Bros.) 
ber)—Ausin Powers in Gold- — * Johnny Knoxville vs. Butter- 
member” (New Line) bean—lackass: The Movie 

= Willem Dafoe (Green Gob- (Paramount)" 
lin)—"Spider-Man"” (Sony) = Fann Wong vs. the Palace 

+ Colin Farrell (Bulls- Guards—Shanghai Knights 
eye)—"Daredevil” (20th Century Touchstone)” 


Eastwood, von Trier . . . 


From pagel! Sant, and two increasingly re- 
nominee—will be screening “The spected Asian directors, Kiyoshi 
Moab Story/The Tulse Luper Suit- Kurosawa from Japan and Lou Ye 


0 е cases—Part 1” Interestingly, Green- from China. z 
20 % 0 ЕЕ оп а item S awayscastindudesUSactordirec- — In all, the Palme d'Or list of 

tor Vincent Gallo—who is also іл contenders comprises films frorh 
the Cannes competition with 13nations, five of them from host. 


April 22 - May 25, 2003 vafe тш йо ш о fe Bot te gly festival coun 


love. much more than the race for the. 


П] en Palme d'Or. 
ETHAN ves peet summer to be even hotter with all the hot stuff we're putting -— Asian directors "The hundreds of out-of competi- 


Lon sale at Ethan Allen! Visit us and choose from our collection of supercomfy prebende cote, pue oie hes 

ALLEN sofas and beds, living and dining tables and chairs. So no matter how SC A ae эше shoves rine Из 

i know "s gonna be easy...and good! am) nations under his belt, is back this t, where deals are done, often 

hot this summer is, you know the living's gonna be easy...and goo ийыш ecco as с 

е" : ‘Among others being welcomed in commercia success or establish the 

ates cor lone five йун Cli 1950» ТИШИ ЙЫН Open ha Тип WAR ТРИ Sandey IPN-PN © M den peo pede the Cannes competition this year reputation of an up-and-coming di- 
тине eat Reliance jus, Mandaluyong City EI - a GE кшен tore QUIE 
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The best cuisine. Awesome ambiance. The new Summer Palace. 5 
lts where Chinese cuisine and the atmosphere are in perfect harmony. Edsa ShangriLa 
For reservations or inquiries, call 633-8888 extension 2738 or 2739 or 634-7373. 
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KC Concepcion is 
good and ready 


By Nestor U. Torre 


FOR the past 18 years, show biz fans have. 
seen KC Concepcion, the daughter of Sharon 
Cuneta and Gabby Concepcion, grow from a 
cute baby into a lovely, accomplished young 
woman, 


Veritable princess 

Being the only child of popular movie stars, 
KC struck some people as a veritable princess 
who lived a pampered private life. She may 
hot have had an “official” show biz career as а 
performer, but she was constantly in the pub- 
liceye. 

Soon after she was born, her parents’ "рег. 
fect” marriage crumbled, and KC experienced 
the hurt of growing up in a fatherless home. 
Her mother had a couple of serious relation- 
ships, but they weren't the same thing. 

In some other "broken" families, this com- 
bination of wealth, popularity and emotional 
deprivation could have conspired to turn KC 
into a problem child. But, to her eternal cred- 
it, her mother Sharon tried to keep her daugh- 
ters life on an even keel, despite all the dis- 
tractions and dangers lurking in her way. 


Most daring move 

Sharon's most daring move was to put her 
career on hold so that she and her new hus- 
band, Kiko Pangilinan, could go on a study 
sabbatical in the States, where they could 
firm up their sense of family with KC, and try 
to give her a kid brother or sister. 

This “time out” from show biz must have 
helped KC gain the right perspective for her to 
ease into her teen years with fewer problems 
than usual. Kiko turned out to be a loving sur- 
rogate father, and she discovered that she had 
areal knack for singing and dancing. 


CONCEPCION. Fat talent fees from 
commercial endorsements, 


Musical theater 

The world of musical theater beckoned to 
her, and she found herself feeling at home and 
welcome in it. It was still performing, but un- 
like her mother’s more dazzling and headier 
show biz universe, theater was more focused 
on significant themes and a firmer work ethic, 
so KC was able to do what her mother did 
without being totally eclipsed by her. 

‘Then came fat talent fees from commercial 
endorsements, and KC found herself finan- 
cially solvent at an age when most other teens 
would still be dependent on а weekly al- 
lowance. Again, this could have gone to her 


|::: head, but her folks made sure that she was 


“made of sterner stuff. 


Two-faced prospect 

Now that she's 18, KC has the whole world. 
in front of her—and this could also be a two- 
faced prospect. Are recording and TV-movie 
stardom in her plans? Happily, not yet. She's 
determined to first focus on her college stud- 
е, either here or abroad, and that will give 
‘her more time to mature some more—so that, 
when mainstream show biz stardom finally 
becomes her priority she'll be good and ready 
for its many pressures and challenges. 


Fervent wish 

Sharon keeps saying that her fervent wish 
is for her daughter to avoid making the same 
mistakes that caused her so much pain, and 
her parents so much grief, in her own life. Of 
course, life is seldom so obliging, and off- 
spring can be lovingly sheltered from the cru- 
el world and from themselves only up to a 
point. 

So, KC will probably have to make some of 
“her own mistakes—but, at least, she can more 
readily recognize them for the clinkers they 
Эге, and learn from them with less attendant 
grief and pain. Congratulations, КС, and 
Sharon, too—and all the other people who 
have helped make KC Concepcion the fine, 
young woman she has become. 


Y 28 eri 3 ч 
AWHOLE new world awaits Sharon's 
debutante daughter. 
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KC has discovered that she has a real knack for singing and dancing. 
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Buy a Touch Mobile 
7 * Super Value SIM 


— атан рам 


Here's howto redeem your FREE Nestlé lce Cream 
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аң mercury drug ‘self-serve stores. 
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1. Buy a Touch Mobile Super Value SIM Pack for P170 at any authorized Touch Mobile outlets. 

2. Activate your Touch Mobile Super Value SIM by dialing 802 from March 15 to April 30,2003. 

3. Makakakuha ka ng text message within 24 hours na nagsasabi sa iyo na may FREE Nestlé Ice 
Cream Back2Back Classic Mango-Ube 900mL. 

4, Present the text message and the Touch Mobile SIM card plastic housing ас 
participating Mercury Drug self-serve stores nationwide para i-claim ang FREE Nestlé Ice 
Cream Back2Back Classic Mango-Ube 900ml See flyers for details. 

5.You сап ere! your FREE Nestlé Ice Cream Back2Back Classic Mango-Ube 900mL up to 

| > June 30,2003. ? : 


. Treatng Touch Mobile for the whole family. 
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SWITCHING CHANNELS 
24 finalists compete in bikini 


championship 


By Edmund L, Sicam 


PN-9 will air “The Mossimo 
PES Summit (The 2003 

Boracay Bikini Champi- 
onship at Club Panoly Resort)” on 
May 25 as the featured special on 
“Sunday’s Big Event.” 

"The actual contest will be held on May 3 
with TJ Manotoc, Angel Jacob and last year's 
winner, Carlo Maceda, now a contract star of 
Viva Films, as program hosts. Performing are 
Luke Mejares, the singing group Devotion 
and Viva Hot Babes Maui Taylor, Katya San- 
tos, Gwen Garci and Jen Rosendahl. 

‘Two weeks ago, the 24 finalists were pre- 
sented to the press at the Astoria Plaza. Also 
watching were several construction workers 
who managed to get a good view of the con- 
testants from a building that was being erect- 
ed beside the Astoria! 

‘The finalists are: In the male division, Mico 
 Areglado, Siegfried Monserrat, KC Thadani, 
Adrian Zabala, Rodolfo Solis, Albert Guinto, 
Spencer Concepcion, Jerome Uy, Angel James 
Dee, Jonas Jason Baltasar, Ronald Brent 
Javier and Deone Dasallas. 

In the female division, Dyan Acuesta, Joyce 
‘Andres, Mary Ann Mendoza, Fatima 
Mbengue, Elaine Gatdula, Chrischelle Maga- 
spi, Angel Mendoza, Liza Camering, Kristine- 
Mari Arboleda, Bernadeth Mercado, Julia 
Duncan and Tessa MacDonald. 

‘Among those who stood out during the pre- 
sentation were Chrischelle Magaspi and 
Elaine Gatdula, 

Chrischelle, 22, is a graduate of European 
Studies at the Ateneo de Manila University. 

ading a lot of confidence, ће 5'7” finalist is 
‘well-travelled, having gone on a study tour of 
Europe and attended an internship program 
at the New York Asia Society. 

She speaks French, Spanish and German. She's 
also into sports and has competed in a triathlon, 
which involved biking, swimming and a relay race. 

Eventually she would like to be a doctor 
and get involved in public health, Her interest 
in medicine is understandable because both 
of her parents are physicians 


MAGASPI. World traveller. 


GATDULA. Computer buff, 


in Boracay 


Elaine, 19, impressed the press with her 
simplicity and warm smile. She's a computer. 
graduate of Holy Angel College in Angeles 
City and loves to surf the internet. 

She has no boyfriend because "my parents 
are strict.” However, they're supportive of 
their daughter's decision to join a beauty tilt. 

Chrischelle has joined other beauty tilts be- 
fore and won as Miss June in “MTB's” Calen- 
dar Girl contest. 

"The winners wil get P50,000 cash, а trip to Thai- 
land for two, a movie contract with Viva Films, 
30,000 worth of git certificates from Mossimo, 
and a two-year membership at Golds Gym. 


The gods must be angry 

"WRITERS of “Eat Bulaga" should brush up on 
their Greek mythology. Last Wednesday, one of 
the questions on the "Laban o Bawi” portion was 
"Sino ang Greek god ng karagatan? Ang pan- 
galan niya ay tulad ng isang planeta na malapit sa 
Pluto." Helped by the planetary clue, contestant 
B answered “Neptune,” which was accepted as 
the correct answer by Vic Sotto. 

The gods on Olympus must be angry be- 
cause Neptune was the wrong answer. Nep- 
tune is the Roman God of the seas. The Greek 
god ofthe seas is Poseidon. 

‘This is unfair to contestant A because she was 
eliminated and her opponent went on to com- 
pete in the finals. She eventually lost to the other 
finalist. In a contest where P1 million is at stake, 
the show’s producer should take extra care in 
making sure that the answers are accurate. 

"What if the answer "Neptune" was not ac- 
cepted, and assuming further that Contestant A 
did not know the answer, the results could have 
been different in the next question. Contestant 
А could have answered it correctly and pro- 
ceeded to the finals. She could also have won 
against the other contestant and she could have 
had a chance at the P1 million. There are so 
many ifs had the wrong answer been nullified. 

Incidentally, the winning contestant last 
Wednesday opted to take P80,000 rather than 
take a chance at winning the million-peso jack- 
pot. As it turned out, she placed the number 1 in 
the right slot and could have been an instant mil- 
lionaire. Tough luck! Not so for another female 
contestant last Tuesday. She opted to stick to her 
guns till the very end and won a coo! million. 
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Alavar revisited 


MOST Filipino restaurants 
abroad cater to hungry Fil- 
ipinos. Nothing wrong with 
that except that we miss out 
on getting our cuisine accept- 
ed by the international mar- 
ket. Ibelieve that the only fac- 
tors separating us from accep- 
tance is creativity and presen- 
tation, 


Main dish 

Speaking of presentation, T 
just had dinner in a friend's 
house and her daughter, 
Canadian chef Isabel Cuyu- 
gan, prepared a main dish of 
boneless ox tail wrapped in 
“sinsal” (same pork string 
wrap they use in kikiam). 
This is one way of presenting 
our kare-kare, for example. 
With a nice sauce on top or on 
the side, this would make a 
super presentation. Anyway, 
Isabel will be coming to Mani- 
la in July to cook for private 
parties. Abangan! 

Even in our own country, 
there are only a few Pilipino 
restaurants that attract for- 
eigners. But, in some places, 
their exotic look or presenta- 
tion of dishes become the 
main attraction. 

One such place is Joseph and 
Jaymarks at the Astrodome in 
Pasay. І used to bring my 
Hawaiian friends over there 
and they loved it. 


Native restaurant 
Recently, I went back to a na- 
tive restaurant we used to go 
to in Cebu. 1 first came across 
Alavar ín Cebu when we were 
there for the early shooting 
competitions of the PPSA, 
and as visitors of Efren 
Sarmiento. I learned that this 
place started in Zamboanga 
and that it specialized in Cu- 
racha, the coconut crabs that 
are plentiful in the area. Iwas 
so impressed with the food 
that everytime I go to Cebu, I 
make ita point to drop by. 


Well, driving along Timog 
ave. in Quezon City one day, I 
saw that a branch had just 
opened, so I went in. We were 
given a plate of sliced green 
mangoes with Alavar ba- 
goong. That has to be one of 
the best-tasting bagoong 1 
have ever tried, with its nice 
touch of sweetness and co- 
conut taste, Superb! We then 
went on to order Curacha 
with Alavar sauce, Bihod with 
suka and sili, Pinakbet Chava- 
cano style, seafood rice and 
bagoong rice. 


Curacha 

The bagoong rice was nothing 
great. The seafood rice was 
good. But what I really en- 
Joyed was the Curacha with 
‘Alavar sauce. This sauce has a 
matamis na bao type of flavor, 
and is perfect with any of 
their seafoods. 

If you find it too complicated 
to make himay the crab, you 
сал ask one of the servers to 
do it for you. The bihod or fish 
eggs were deep fried or 
adobo, so good with native 
vinegar and crushed sili. The 
Chavacano pinakbet was 
slightly different from the Tlo- 
cos version, but also deli- 
cious. 1 suggest you take 
home a bottle of the bagoong. 
Happy eating! 

Alavar seafood grille and 
restaurant is located at 39 
Scout Ybardolaza st., neat 
Timog ave., QC. Tel. nos. 
are 926-5641, 926-5636. In 
Zamboanga, Alavar is at 
173 Don Alfaro st., Tetuan, 
tel. no. 991-2483. 


For the past 9 years, the Philippine Daily Inquirer has topped the Asia Research Organization Readership Survey as 
the No.1 broadsheet in the country. This year, we've done it again, thanks to the faith of our readers, advertisers, 
dealers, and partners who remain confident in our commitment to public service. We're glad that whatever your 
reading style, you have made us a part of your life. 
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American singer comes 
‘up with Tagalog album 


By Noelani Torre 


LARRY Marshall, a former US Marine with de- 
grees in Computer Science and Business Ad- 

2 ministration, is the archetypal Yank (blond 
hair, blue eyes, etc.)—and, with the recent re- 
lease of his all-Filipino album, the country's 
newest balladeer. 


Slogan 

Marshall is no Fil- 
ipino, but he professes 
io have the heart of 
One, as expressed by 
his slogan "KKPP— 
Katawang Kano, Pu- 
song Pinoy." 

It was his stint in the 
Marines that introduced 
him to Filipinos via a 
Pinoy community in Oki 
nawa, where he was sta- 
tioned. Marshall decided 
to study Tagalog—seri- 
ously, mind you—which 
ће has mastered so well 


that he sounds like a MARSHALL. Let's face it, it's flattering to 
bom and bred Pinoy in hear an American singing our songs—for a 


his album, “Ikaw ang change! 
Dahilan" (Viva Records). 

This album is far from Marshall's first foray into 
music, however. He already has one album under 
his belt, also in Tagalog, which was released last 
year in the States by KKPP Productions. It was af- 
ter this that he caught the attention of Viva, and he 
decided to ty his luck in the Philippines. 


Extensive background 

His background in music is also quite ex- 
tensive. He majored in voice and minored in 
piano in college, and took part in various off- 
Broadway musicals such as “My Fair Lady” 
and "Annie Get Your Gun.” 

But it wasn’t until after his stint with the 
Marines, while working with a Los Angeles 
karaoke company, that he got interested in 
Filipino music. 

This time, it was the numerous Pinoys 
‘working in the same company who kindled 
the flames. Interestingly enough, most of 
them were Visayans, which is why Marshall 
has a surprising Bisaya accent that is some- 
times apparent in his singing! 

He had built up a solid reputation for him- 
self in Filipino communities in the States, 
where he was constantly booked for parties 


and concerts. He has also opened for home- 
grown stars, like Jose Mari Chan, Jun Polisti- 
со, Carol Banawa, Haji Alejandro, Jocelyn En- 
riquez, and Nonoy Zuniga. 

Iis the novelty Marshall presents that s his main 
attraction to Filipino audiences. Pinoysounding 
‘Americans dont exactly grow on trees, after all, and 
Marshall is particularly adept at the language. He's 

тюс a bad singer either 
though the songs in his 
album are more pleasant 
than impressive. 
Veteran 
songwriters 

The CD contains 12 
songs, all of them in Fil- 
ipino, some from the 
pens of veteran song- 
writers Vehnee Saturno 
and Jimmy Borja. Mico 
Alvero, Jun Morala and 
Mitch Morala also lent 
their writing and com- 
posing talents to the 
compilation. 

The opening track, 
“Hanggang Ngayo'y 
Tkaw Pa Rin,” is repre- 
sentative of the rest of the album. With lyrics 
and music by Borja, it is е sort of love song 
that we expect from our balladeers—slow, а 
little melancholic, and smoothly sung. 

The track "Ikaw Ang Dahilan” is hardly any 
different. Also written by Borja, it is equally 
laid-back and pleasant-sounding, ifa little so- 
porific. This song may prove to be familiar to 
some people, as it has been enjoying some air- 
play ona number of radio stations. 

Another song that might be familiar is “Sana,” 
which Jun Morala penned to the tune of the 
Seals & Croft original "My Fair Share.” And it is 
the tune that makes it stand out from the rest. 


More memorable songs 

We have no particular favorites in this al- 
bum, nor do we have any particular dislikes. 
‘The more memorable songs, however, would 
be Vehnee Saturno's "Ikaw Pa Rin Ang Mahal” 
and “Huwag Mong Sasabihin,” which are 
more upbeat, though they're also typical love 
songs. 

“Kausapin Mo Siya,” written by Mico 
Alvero, is also worth noting as itis a religious 
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Active; in favor of something; to see ahead. 


Proper 
Honest and upright. 


Productive 
Having the power to produce plentifully. 


Progressive 
Interested in new ideas; moving forward. 


Prosperous 
Strong and healthy in growth. 


Proven 
Shows the genuineness after a trial or test. 


Friends 
A group of people who show kindly interest and goodwill; 
helpful; bringing comfort and cheer. 


Quality Community Developments by 


Lom 


PRO*FRIENDS 
PROPERTY COMPANY OF FRIENDS, INC. 


Building Homes for a Better Life. 
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Jackie Aquino gets involved in kiddie playschool 
ып 


By Edmund L. Sicam 


FTERa short hiatus from the 

public eye, Jackie Aquino is 

back, having finished a 
movie where she plays a support- 
ing role to cousin Kris Aquino. She 
has two more movies coming up, a 
comedy and a horror flick. So what 
has she been doing all this time, 
away from the limelight? 


Domestic concerns 

Well, she got married in 1998, got pregnant 
in 1999 and gave birth to a baby girl named 
‘Andrea Martina in 2000. She busied herself 
‘with domestic concerns until her baby turned 
year old. In November 2001, Jackie was ap- 
pointed to the MTRCB as a board member, 
around the same time that board member Ni- 
da Blanca was murdered. 

Recently, she was given additional respon- 


sibilities when she was named MTRCB vice 
chairman. The part-time job is ideal for Jack- 
ie, because it enables her to still spend time 
with her daughter. 

As evidenced by her obvious devotion to 
Andrea, Jackie has always had a passion for 
children. She recalls that all her television 
shows in the past were child-oriented : "Tic- 
Tac-Boom" with Charlon Davao, ahit 
Munti, Sari-sari” with then child star Camille 
Prats and Lou Veloso, and “Campus Break,” a 
game show for children with Danny Javier. 
But that's as far as she went in working with 
children. 

All of a sudden, the opportunity to fulfill 
her passion presented itself. A friend of Jack- 
ie's sister had obtained the rights to set up a 
Gymboree franchise in the Philippines, and 
she needed a partner, 

“Ann Tan was introduced to me on Jan. 5, 
2002. We went to the States to train and we 
really hit it off!” Jackie says of her partner. 
After their training in the US, they came 
back to the Philippines and found the ideal 
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AQUINO. Passion for children. 


Itis a work of art. And you need not even stare, 
 Aeglance is enough to see — it is an epitome of, 
modern beauty. One McKinley Place is style, 
class and elegance in itself. Put it in the 
heart of the 
prestigious Fort 
Bonifacio 
Global City, 
and you don't 
get just looks, 
but attitude, A. 
reflection of the 
very individual it was made for. 


Two-Badroom Unit Living Room. 


One McKinley Place is a 43-storey, 

tWo-tower structure that is merged 

into one by a sophisticated glass 

curtain wall. Its exquisite curves 

never go unnoticed. This premier 

residential condominium is a creation of no less 
than the famed Hellmuth Obatta Kassabaum 
(НОК) of Hong Kong, and of course ‘the 
country's architectuial authority, Roger Villarosa 
Architects. 


а moderü fitness center anytime you want. 
Elegant function rooms are readily available 
whenever you wish to entertain guests, Watch 
your kids go crazy with so much fun as they run 
and tumbleat the playground, 


Experience convenience that goes even beyond. 
expectations with the place's six high-speed 
elevators, exclusive and fully landscaped 
driveway and four levels‘6f Basement parking. 
And because your privacy is of prime 


As stylish and elegant 
as its exterior, the. 
interior of One 
McKinley Place is 
another delight to ше 
one's senses. From 
the floor of the lobby, 
to the walls of the 
corridors, to the 
ceiling of the 
bedrooms are 
reminders of the 
luxurious, first class 
lifestyle this place 
offers. Every surface 


importance, One McKinley Place 


occupies an entire 
block and a 
podium 
stands to 

guard 


and comer is a touch of excellence and fine 


taste, 


Take pleasure in world class amenities 
-that are yours to enjoy in the comfort 
of your own home, Imagine taking 
a dip in a spacious lagoon-shaped 
swimming poo! or working out in 
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Gymboree. 


exclusivity of the 
towers. There is 
also a private 
courtyard entrance 
solely for residents, 


m 8 


"Two-Baaroom Unit Малог 
"fer and Bat 


While the splendor 
and beauty of the structure give out a feeling of 
admiration and inspiration, a rich feast for the 
senses, its surroundings nourish the soul and > 
well-being. It is in a clean and green environment. 
—a rare privilege in an urban area like Manila. 
Its splendid view of Manila Golf, 
Antipolo Hills, Laguna Lake and the 
Makati skyline can leave one easily 
bieathiless. t 
Not content with being a symbol of 
beauty, it is also the epitome of 
accessibility. Standing proud at the west of 
Forbes Park and southwest edge of the new 
Bonifacio Global City, One McKinley Place is 
onlya-fewminutes drive from Manila’s central 
business districts, 
shopping centers 


airport 
International 


‘One-Bedroom Unt Ding Room. 


for sports and recreation are just a 
stone’s throw away. 


Now is the best time to consider 
this stunning masterpiece 
For a limited time only, an 

Early Move-In 
Package 
will let you move in while you 
pay the downpayment. 


It would seem like this place 
is perfect. And it is. But 
the best part is it can be 
your home soon, You 


deserve no less. 


inquiries please call: 


830-0454 


JACKIE (right) blows bubbles to the delight of young wards at 
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space at Power Plant Mall in Makati. They 
started construction, and rigorously 
trained people to work with them to strictly 
follow the curriculum drawn up by Gym- 
boree USA. They finally opened shop last 
Aug. 8. 


Interactive 

“This is a parent-child interactive play 
and music program, so the parents are 
there with the children. They have to be 
there for the classes,” explains Jackie, 
"We're non-competitive. They can do 
whatever you want to do, we don’t grade 
them." Jackie, who is Program and PR Di- 
rector, and play teacher as well, says that 
their program focuses not only on motor 
skills, but also on cognitive and social 
skills as well. Gymboree caters only to the 
0-4 year old set. It has four play teachers 
(including Jackie) and three music teach- 
ers. 

Jackie's husband, Mark Gavino, an interior 
design consultant, is very supportive of every- 
thing she does, including her decision to re- 
sume her show biz career, 

Never in her wildest dreams did Jackie 
think she would be an actress. Even if her fa- 
ther, former senator and now Makati con- 
gressman Butz Aquino was an actor on stage 
and the big screen, Jackie always shied away 
from that world. 

However, in 1987, a producer needed a 
leading lady for Roderick Paulate, and offered 
the role to her. 

"1 said, ‘No way!” relates Jackie. She says 
she just couldn't imagine herself as an actress. 
But the producer was insistent, so Jackie con- 
sulted her mother, who told her, “Why don't 
you say yes?” 

But Jackie was not yet convinced. She ap- 
proached her father for advice. His answer: 
"OK, you can take an indefinite leave from the 
Senate.” “And I never went back!” says Jackie 
with a smile. 


Bold movies 

Jackie recalls that she was also offered 
roles in bold’ movies, but she turned them 
down to protect her family. When she turned 
down the offers, some people accused her of 
not being serious about her acting career, and 
that offended her. "When I work, I'm seri- 
ous!” 

But she has no regrets. She is exactly 
where she wants to be right now. “I'm really 
fulfilled as а mother and I don't think апу 
role or amount of money will compare to 
being a mother and having a baby,” de- 
clares Jackie Aquino, actress, teacher, wife 
and mother. 
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GYMBOREE program focuses not only on 
motor skills but also on cognitive and social 
skills. 


American... 


From page 3 


song, and thus different from the others 
You won't find it hard to listen to Larry 
Marshall's “Ikaw ang Dahilan.” It has been 
smoothly put together and arranged, and it is 
quite agreeable. There is nothing in this al- 
bum that is offensive or out of sync, However, 
there isn’t much that marks it as different, ei 
ther, especially when compared to the dozens 
lar collections that abound in the mar- 


are hardly unheard of in this country. Still, he 
does have an edge over others: the plain truth. 
is, we find it interesting— and flattering—to 
hear an American singing our songs—for a 
changel 
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Douglas clan makes home movie - 


By Arthur Spiegelman 


OS ANGELES—They 
E may be father and son 

and Hollywood royal- 
ty to boot but they trade 
quips like a pair of Borscht 
Belt comedians, and memo- 
ries like best friends. 


Three-generational drama 
Because he is older—86—and his 
knees are hurting, Kirk Douglas gets 
to lie on the hotel bed while his son 
Michael, 58, gets the uncomfortable 


bedroom chair as the two give an in- 
terview on the first film they have 
appeared in together, a three-gener- 
ational drama called “It Runs in the 
Family” “See what happens when 
you do your own stunts,” Mi 

tells his father in a mock effort to 
comfort him. 

“The doctor who was examining 
те said, ‘Do you do your own stunts?” 
and I said, Yes’ and he said, 1 сап see 
that" Kirk replies. "It could be 
worse.” “Yes,” Michael says, "It could 
have been worse” and then laughs a 
bit nervously, perhaps thinking of the 
stroke his father suffered in 1996 that 


left him with slurred speech and a de- 
pression so deep that he once stuck a 
gun in his mouth before deciding 
against suicide. 


Different story 

But Kirk, who spent years over- 
coming his stroke to successfully re- 
turn to acting, interjects with a dif- 
ferent story. He recalls a 1991 heli- 
copter crash he was in that resulted 
in the deaths of two young men, in- 
cluding one 18-year-old who was 
about toleave school. 

“And that's what started you on 
your spiritual quest?" Michael asks 


his dad who replies, "Whats that?" 

"Don't you speak English?” Michael 
responds, not missing a beat. 

At that point, the pair is asked 
what it was like to work together 
and Michael is at no loss for words: 
“He's a pain in the ass and I know his 
line; he will say he is difficult.” To 
which Kirk answers with a story, 
“Burt Lancaster once introduced me 
by saying, ‘Kirk Douglas is the first to 
admit he is difficult to work with and 
Iwill be the second.” 

He adds, “Michael (who produced 
the movie) is a tough guy to work for. 


DOUGLAS/K2 


SPIN DOCTOR's 
Download more th 


—— M | 


COLORED WALLPAPER STONES 


50 cont Sixpence None the Richer 

Get Rich or Die Tr Divine Discontent 
tone: басы 

wallpaper: getrich 


Nina Madonna. Evanescence p 

Heaven American Life Fallen 

tone: foolishart tone: amercaniyf tone: пота 
wallpaper: heaven wallpaper: amercaniyfcd wallpaper. FREE™™ 5 


ICONS 
5Dcenr 
= 
NINAHEAVE 


тасос Tinaogo 
Е“ шш [ЧИКИ PARK] 


tinkinpark 


TEXT CARDS 


Sücenti 


кок сүп : 
Б пб 
ана 


ТО DOWNLOAD, SEND ТО 2949: 


Colored Wallpaper: Polytones: 
type in MMS (keyword) type in MMS (keyword) 
Exc MMS getrich с MMS igotyou 


Ringtones: ‘Compatible MMS phones: 
type InN (keyword) Nokia 3590, 3650, 6100, 

EX N indaciub 6610, 6800, 7210, 7250,7650, 
fuor ‘Sony Ericsson P800 


Euer 


RINGTONE, ICON а TEXT CARD: | ° 
Oniy P18 per download. 


COLORED WALLPAPER А 
POLYTONES: 
Oniy P20 per download. 


Daniel Bedingfield 
If You're Not The One 
one: furnotdt 
wallpaper: iturnotdicd 


ifer Lopez 
This is Me... Then 

‘tone: еспе 
wallpaper: FREE Text PHONES to 2375 for a free 
list of compatible phones. 


Text MCHELP to 2949 
formore downloads. 


Globe 


Т7 HANDY PHONE 


Text Cards: 
type in TC (keyword) 
Ex TC matchbox 


*Tones are available as polytones and ringtones. 
**Download the corresponding polytone to get the Colored Wallpaper for FREE. 


making great things possible 


га 


PHILIPPINE BAILY INQUIRER assem mas ve 


SATURDAYSpecial ` mre 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 


Two international festivals ieres 
in showcasing Filipino film artistry 


By Nestor U. Torre 


FOR some years now, Filipino film- 
makers and their movies have done 
well in international festivals. 

Gerry de Leon was honored as an 
Asian master of the cinema with a ret- 
rospective of his films, Lino Brocka 
and Ishmael Bernal were feted in Eu- 
rope, and Marilou Diaz-Abaya has a 
strong and avid following in Japan. 


Programmer 

Now comes news that two more 
filmfests are interested in showcasing 
Filipino film artistry this year. 

‘We had the pleasure of meeting 
Hannah Fisher, programmer of The 
World Film Festival in Montreal, 
Canada, when she was in town re- 
cently to view possible entries to her 
festival's 2003 edition. 
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Open for Public viewing on April 26, 2003 
7pm at SM Megamall Cinema lobby 7,8,9 
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The Scariest Film Since "The Exorcist” 


THE EYE 


More Haunting than "The Sixth Sense" 


Ata lunch tendered by the Film De- 
velopment Council of the Philippines" 
chairperson, Laurice Guillen Feleo 
and also attended by Behn Cervantes, 
Hannah shared these notes on the 
Montreal festival: 

First, some good news for local 
filmmakers. She said she had 
screened a number of new Filipino 
movies and found them quite inter- 
esting. 

Even better, she seid that four of 
them had a good chance of being offi- 
cially invited to join Montreal 2003, 
which unreels from Aug. 27 to Sept. 7. 


Full-length features 

Other filmmakers have until June 
25 (for short films) and July 25 (for 
full-length features) to submit their 
registration forms for possible con- 
sideration. 

The Montreal filmfest' goals are to 
encourage cultural diversity and un- 
derstanding between nations, to fos- 
ter the art of cinematography of all 
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the continents by stimulating the de- 
velopment of quality cinema, to pro- 
mote authors and innovative cinema, 
to discover and encourage new tal- 
ents, and to promote meetings be- 
tween cinema professionals from 
around the world. 

The festival's competitive sections 
are its World Competition, First Films 
World Competition, Competitions of 
the Continents, and Documentaries. 


Oberhausen filmfest 

Meanwhile, the 2003 Internation- 
al Short Film Festival unreels at Ober- 
hausen in Germany from May 106. 

A remarkable number of less 
prominent filmmaking countries are 
represented in the 2003 filmfest, in- 
cluding Egypt, Albania, Peru and 
Kazakhstan. 

There will also be a German com- 
petition, participated in by 30 short 
films selected from more than 1,000 
submissions. And a Children and 
Youth Film Competition, the content 
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of which is gleaned from the Interna- 
tional and German Competitions. 
Oberhausen presents 37 films for 
various age groups, from five to 16. 
This year, there is a particularly large 
number of movies suitable for 
teenagers. The narrative film format 
predominates in this group. 


Special programs 

Special programs focus on various 
themes—the ways people deal with 
migration and uprooting, globalized 
economic policy, film as a tool for sur- 
veying one’s own territory, the Mid- 
dle East, South America, and the 
body as the seat of identity. 

Filmmakers whose works will be 
highlighted include video artists Ma- 
rina Grzinic and Aina Smid, Argen- 
tinian artist Claudio Caldani and Yu- 
goslavian Dusan Makavejev. 

And there will be a Film Market 
with 15 screening booths. Almost 
5,000 current film titles are available 
for screening by interested parties. 


The long wait is over for Senedy Que 


By Rica Arevalo 


WHEN Senedy H. Que was five years 
old, he loved going to the only movie 
house in Siasi, Sulu. There was a 
loudspeaker outside the old theater. 
He would hide behind his brothers so 
he could sneak in for free, because his 
parents would not give him money to 
watch movies. If he could not get in, 
he would stay outside and listen to 
the movie, imagining the scenes in his 
mind. 


Awards 

Recently, he won screenwriting 
awards with his “Mga Munting Tinig” 
co-writers Gil Portes and Adolf Alix Jr. 
at the 2003 Palm Beach International 
Film Festival and the Star Awards for 
Movies. 

Que, 36, is not a “new” writer. He 
started writing for television 15 years 
ago with shows like “Not So Late 
Night with Edu,” and “Mother Studio 
Presents.” Ittook him 10 years to ега 
film writing assignment (Lupita A. 
Kashiwahara's "Babae") and another 
five years before “Mga Munting 
Tinig” surfaced. 

Script 

Sometime in March 2002, Portes 
approached Que with an original 
script written by Adolf Alix Jt. He 
shares, "We brainstormed and came 
up with a revised screenplay for Mga 
Munting Tinig.’ A few characters were 
added, the tone shifted from heavy to 
light drama with comic moments, and 


QUE. Has been fortunate to have 
worked with good directors. 


the situations were updated to reflect 
the current sorry state of Philippine 
education, especially in public 
schools." 

At Toronto's world premiere of 
“Mga Munting Tinig,” Que was 
moved to tears when he saw for him- 
self how the international audience 
laughed and cried while watching 
the film. "It proved how universal 
films are, no matter their theme or 
country of origin. That was the most. 
rewarding experience I ever had," 
he exclaims. 


He adds, "I have been fortunate to 
have worked with the likes of direc- 
tors Kashiwahara and Portes, who be- 
lieve in the ‘sanctity’ of the written 
word. A lot of time and effort are giy- 
en to pre-production, including many 
revisions of the screenplay. But, once 
production begins, you are assured 
that the final draft of your screenplay 
is in good hands, and the script re- 
mains intact.” 


Under contract 

At the moment, Que is under con- 
tract with ABS-CBN. His regular TV 
shows are "Game KNB?" and 
“Sharon.” What are the advantages 
and disadvantages of being a writer 
tied up with one network? 

“The advantages include having 
a regular source of income, a higher 
fee in exchange for the exclusivity 
ofyour talent and services, and pro- 
tection against unemployment 
(considering the state of the movie 
industry now, this is a major advan- 
tage). 

“The disadvantage would have 
to be missing out on some worthy 
projects. Since you are under con- 
tract, you cannot accept anything 
offered by other networks, and 
there is a limited number of direc- 
tors you can work with. You are al- 
so confined to the taste and work 
rules of your superiors in your net- 
work.” 

He urges aspiring and even “old” 
writers: “Dreams work only when you 
work foryour dreams.” 
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Douglas 


Adam Sandler, Jack Micholson offer 


fun, new comedy 
In the No. 1 comedy in America, Adam Sandler and 
Jack Nicholson star together for the first time as patient 
though at times i's hard to tell which 


non-stop laughs 


and therapist — 
‘one is which! 


Afler a misunderstanding aboard an airplane, miid- 
mannered Dave Buzrik (Sandler) ® ordered to attend 


anger management sessions run by 
psychiatrist Dr. Buddy Rydell (Nicholson) 
Tortured by Buddy's 


wacky and 
confrontational methods, Dave must decide whether to 
стані back into his shell or stand up for himself, and 
keep his girl (Marisa Tomei) along the way. 

With surprise appearances by top celebrities. 
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He doesn't pay much, 
You have to love the 
script...” 

Michael turns seri- 
ous about "It Runs in 
The Family" a drama 
about members of a 
prominent New York 
family who seem suc- 
cessful on the surface 
but are coming apart 
at the seams. At the 
heart of the story is 
an estrangement be- 
tween father and son 
that transforms into 
an unexpected bond- 
ing. 


Homework 


outrageous. 


abrasive 
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“The biggest joy 
was watching the 
amount of home- 
work that dad did on 
this, his 86th 
movie—the amount 
of analyzing and 
looking at scenes, 
coming up with new 
ideas that are insight- 
ful and stimulating,” 
he says. 

^ leamed a lot 
from dad. He always 


in this epic tale of revenge based upon the 
play of Wiliam Shakespeare, Anthony 
Hopkins stare as Thus Andronicus, the 
Romon general who sows ће seeds of 
vengeance wien he exceutes the son of tho 
enemy Queen, played by Jessica Lange. The 
fepercussions of he action are revealed 
‘when the vindictive woman becomes tho new 
tile ol the Roman Emperor. 
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said а good actor 
knows how to listen. 
One of the joys of act- 
ing with dad is the ef- 
fortless quality of be- 
ing there that he 
brings. He males 
things so believable.” 
Kirk is moved: 
"That's nice for an ac- 
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250 only epee 
ON ORIGINAL VCD, LÀ 
"The singlë most visually dazzling movie. 
В Of the last half-decade." 
— Kevin Thomas, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2003 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER « 


~SATURDAYSpecial ш... 


Douglas clan makes home movie ..... 


tor who won two 
Academy Awards to 
say. 1 didn't realize I 
was so good." “You're 
wonderful,” the son 


says. 
Kirk returns the 
compliment: — "I 


thought Michael was 
а good actor, the first 
scene I played with 
him. He was better 
than I thought he was 
and I thought he was 
very good. You know 
he played Gordon 
Gekko in “Wall 
Street” (a film for 
which he won an Os- 
car for best actor) and was so convincing that 
he made people believe greed was good.” 
Besides Kirk and Michael, the film stars 
Kirk’s ex-wife, Diana Douglas, who is also 
Michael’s mother, Michael’s son Cameron and 
а young actor named Rory Culkin, who hails 
from an unrelated show business family. 


MICHAEL Douglas 
thinks the world of 
his father. 


Family photos 
‘The credits also list Joel Douglas, Michael's 
brother, as associate producer and the family 
photos on display in several key scenes are 
straight out of the Douglas family album. 
Michael says, “The big joy and surprise was 
Cameron. Initially we were concerned and 
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nervous about whether he could act but once 
we saw what Cameron could do, we had a 
ball. We could relax and be happy.” 

In fact, Cameron comes close to stealing the 
movie—hamming it up with three of the best, 


his father, grandfather and grandmother. Acting 
runs in the Douglas family and also includes 
Michaels wife, Cameron's stepmother and Kirk 
and Diana's daughter-inlaw—Oscar winner 
Catherine Zeta-Jones. Reuters 


Featuring 
Antoinette Taus ss Little Mermaid 


& Karylle as Princess Sapphire 
Directed by Ge 


Ayala Center Makati 


May2 11am, 2pm, 4pm, брт 
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Orora Munroe's mutant ability to command the forces of nature 
manifested during adolescence and she was worshipped as a 
goddess in Africa. Charles Xavier recruited her to join his team 

0f X-Men and gave her the code-name Storm. Storm can summon 
hurticane-force winds, torrential rains and intense bolts of lightning 


а Mystique is а mutant shape-shifter with the power to change 
+ her appearance. The metamorphic mutant has blue skin and a scaled 
reptilian appearance, but can make herself look and sound exactly 

Же anyone she chooses. This ability makes her the ultimate spy 


for Magneto's Brotherhood. 
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1 dnt know why, 
| just LOVE underwear. 3' 
| “they're essentials 


| na pwedeng luxury. 3 
That's why | decided ti 
go in2 the underwear 
business 


Was in the mall knina > 
2 buy sme stuf, and 1^ $ 


almst trippd! buti naing 
nobody saw - or at à 
least, i think so. *yikes* 
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When asked what she | 
wore 2 sleep, Marilyn 


‘Chanel no.5’. | prefe 
baby cologne. 
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б By Eline Santos j^ 
Eight pes kids аге 

> 2 : « Already in its 15th year, the convention brings to- 

CAN you live with a family that speaks a whole _ off to convene with. 1 

other language and'eats raw fish for dinner? : ; kids from 45 other ^ gether children from 45 countries to learn about ei eh 


4 С А 2 2 3 other’s culture and understand other people better. 
Well, eight Pinoy kids will do just that in July be- | countries...in the “We will meet new friends—play together and t»lk 


cause they've just been picked to represent the coun- i land of anime, about stuff we like. Just like my friends here,” says Justin, 
try in this year's Asian-Pacific Children’s Convention $ sushi and г ар incoming fifth-grader. 
in Fukuoka, Japan. So they'll have to learn some { chopsticks ` The kids say the convention is for building bridges of 
Japanese, pick up their food with chop sticks and de- "=, z7 friendship. Р р £ Е 
slam а а тоз. Уш Б" It’s for international awareness,” adds Andrea, an іпсот- 
Ds Е 8 delerat i H 1 Monique Hernandez, Andrea ing sixth-grader and president of their Culture Club in school. 
is year’s delegates: Hazel Monique ndez, ; 


Mace ; de ° After five days with children from around the world, the junior am- 
Trishia Santos, and Margery Pauline Bumagat of Miriam bassadors will be adopted by foster families to experience Japanese vul- 


College; Roselyn Ko of St. Benedict's College; Justin Gaston ture. Mark, 11, is excited to learn about Japan's culture while Justin is 
of Manresa School; Miko Centeno of Ateneo Grade School; «worried about messing up his host family's house. Oh, they'll be fine! 
and Mark de Leon and Simon Aranas of Xavier School. Sayonara kids! And kiotsukete! 
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into space, I would be the happiest person 
from Earth, only in space. Still of course, I 
wouldn't want to be the very first volunteer. 
Anything could go wrong! I would have to 
take the same risk as Mr. Armstrong did, only 
riskier. 

What would happen on Mars? The scientists 
should research on what kind of unknown life. 
forms there are, like Martians. If Martians des- 
pised things from another planet, they might 
do scary things to me! I wouldn’t want to die 
and, above all, not on another planet! 

If I could ever earn enough money to walk 
on the moon, I would do so. It would be much 
fun to jump so high and defy the laws of grav- 
ity, and to swim in the air as you would swim 
in the sea, and to bop over the ever so big 
craters! 

This is only one of my many goals, though. 
There are still more to come! 


By Alessandra Poblador 
International School Manila 


ONE day, I'd like to walk on the moon. Even 
though I'd rather be a surgeon than an astro- 
naut, I would just like to experience being in 


ce I heard that Neil Armstrong had 
set foot on the moon in 1969, I had wanted to 
do it myself. I even thought of becoming an as- 
tronaut instead! I mean to be the first pei 

to walk on a place different from Eartl e 

would just amaze people, especially the kids. If scientists ever found a way Gy people to 
Sometimes, I even wonder how many front- visit a planet other than ours, I would love to 
page newspapers this will hit... isit Mars. And if I ever earned enough to go 
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mangyayari ang aking inaasahan. 
Ngayon, madumi na ang ating kapali- 
giran. Madumi na din ang ating mga 
anyong tubig at hanging nalalang- 
hap. Sino pa ba ang gustong mani- 
rahan sa. paligid na gani- 
to—magulo at madumi? Hindi «3 

ba wala? Sana ay may magawa 
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ONE day, Га like to walk on the moon. Even 
though I'd rather be a surgeon than an astro- 
naut, I would just like to experience being in 
space. 

Ever since I heard that Neil Armstrong had 
set foot on the moon in 1969, I had wanted to 
do it myself. I even thought of becoming an as- 
tronaut instead! I mean to be the first person 
to walk on a place different from Earth. It 
would just amaze people, especially the kids. 
Sometimes, I even wonder how many front- 
page newspapers this will hit... 


If scientists ever found a way for people to 
visit a planet other than ours, I would love to 
visit Mars. And if I ever earned enough to go 
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into space, I would be the happiest person 
from Earth, only in space. Still of course, I 
wouldn’t want to be the very first volunteer. 
Anything could go wrong! I would have to 
take the same risk as Mr. Armstrong did, only 
riskier. 

What would happen on Mars? The scientists 
should research on what kind of unknown life 
forms there are, like Martians. If Martians des- 
pised things from another planet, they might 
do scary things to me! I wouldn’t want to die 
and, above all, not on another planet! 

If I could ever earn enough money to walk 
on the moon, I would do so. It would be much 
fun to jump so high and defy the laws of grav- 
ity, and to swim in the air as you would swim 
in the sea, and to bop over the ever so big 
craters! 

This is only one of my many goals, though. 
There are still more to come! 
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TONDO, Manila, 1871 

That afternoon, a young boy named Andres 
Bonifacio and his friends were playing hide- 
and-seek in the trees and orchards of Tondo. 
When Andres was hiding behind the plants, he 
saw their hunchback neighbor walking toward 
the Binondo creek. 

Andres and his friends feared the hunch- 
back because of his bulky back, limping feet, 
and contorted face. He was carrying a sack. 
Andres noticed that something was moving in- 
side the sack. It looked like it was trying to get 
out of there but the ugly hunchback kept it in. 
Andres did not mind it and went back to play- 
ing with his friends again. 

The following morning, when Andres got up 
off his bed, he heard no singing birds. That 
made him wonder. Birds always chirped in the 


morning. He went to the window to find out’ 


why. He saw no birds. What he saw was a big 
and stout black cat perched on a huge branch 
in the middle of the tree. 

Andres raced to the mango tree. He looked 
closely at the cat. It had big, round eyes, a long 
black tail, and white whiskers on its chin, sides 
of the mouth, and above the eyes. When the 
cat saw him, it opened its mouth, let out some 
sounds as if it were meowing, and revealed its 
long and pointed tusks. At first glance, it was 
a fearsome cat. 

Andres realized that this cat might have 
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scared the birds away. Its scary sounds were 
fearful enough for the birds. Since cats liked to 
eat birds, the birds naturally moved else- 
where. 

He shooed the cat. The cat jumped down 
the tree and ran. Andres waited all day for the 
birds to return but they did not. He could only 
blame that big black cat. 


THE NEXT morning, the birds had not yet re- 
turned to the mango tree. Andres again saw 
the big black cat sleeping on that huge branch. 
He came out of the house to again awake and 
drive it away from the tree. 

Days came but still there were no birds be- 
cause the black cat kept coming back to the 
tree and was already living there. One morn- 
ing, when Andres was to shoo the cat again, he 
noticed that it was weak and it looked hungry. 
He pitied it. 

He felt sorrier when he heard it utter some 
cries. He went inside the house to get food. He 
put meat and fish on a polished coconut shell 
and placed that shell at the foot of the tree. 

The cat, though it was looking at the food, 
did not go down. Andres thought that it was 
afraid of him so he went back to the house. 
From a small hole, he observed it. The cat 
climbed down and ate all the meat and fish. 
Andres slowly emerged from the house with 
some more food. The cat, upon seeing him, 
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prepared to dash off but Andres gently called 
it. 

“Ming, ming, come here. I won't hurt you,” 
Andres assured the cat, giving it food. 

The cat looked at him before eating the 
food. Andres slowly approached the cat. He 
touched its head, stroked its back slightly, and 
cuddled ‘it. He felt that it was really a big, 
stocky black cat. It had some weight. 

“From now on, you'll be my pet,” Andres 
joyously said. The cat meowed as an answer. 

"[sn't that the cat the hunchback threw in 
the creek?” his father asked him when he 
brought the cat inside the house. 

Andres was surprised. This could be the 
thing inside the sack that the hunchback was 
carrying many days ago. Andres was very hap- 
py with his new pet. He found out that it was 
a male cat. He gave him а name, Kulit, He fed 
him twice a day, gave him clean drinking wa- 
ter, and bathed him. He also let him sleep in 
his room, at the foot of his papag. 

After some days, the birds had returned to 
the mango tree. Andres told Kulit to never go 
up on the tree again. Kulit listened but when 
Andres was not around, he would go to the 
window to watch those singing birds. While 
watching, he was purring, his big eyes were 
bulging, and he was continuously licking his 
long pointed tusks. 


J.E. loves writing historical fiction for kids. 

Jason isa painter, illustrator and editorial 
cartoonist. His new illustrated series, "Aesop's 
Fables,” is already out. 
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1. Start with о | 
SQUARE sheet [..: 
of paper. If you |, 

like, decorate [у> 

each side 
differently. 


2. With a ruler and pencil, 
lightly draw an "X" through 
your paper. 


3. Cut along 
* Һе lines, but 
^ only half-way 
to the center 
of your paper. 


4. Fold every other corner toward 
the center. Tape in place. 


5. Push a pin through the 
middle, into the eraser of an unsharpened 
pencil or stick. Let the breeze spin your pinwheell 


BY DAVID GILBERT 


Buckles 
Bad Dog 


observational chart 


ENED, SELECIWE- 
M BARS 


OBVIOUSLY ROLLED 
IN SQUETAING 
UNDESIRABLE 


AS 
ING. PEOP! 


PLANTING POTS 
EED REPLACING 


© 
RCBC 


RIZAL COMMERCIAL BANKING CORPORATION 
A YGC Company 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Education 
congratulates the 


GRAND PRIZE WINNERS 


of the nationwide 


Kuwentong Kalikasan 
' Katha Ng Kabataaw.” 


short story writing contest 


(Qr P j `$ tA- 

gnient Ax Filipino oy Р, egment A - English 

“SI PIPIT AT ANG MAKUKULAY NA BASURA" s “THE MAGIC PEBBLES” 
Miyah D. Queliste д Michelle С. Bullough 


Grade IV, Maulawin Elementary School : Grade IV, Internatlonal School, Manila 
Brgy. Maulawin, Pagsanjan: op гоп poniracio; Taguig 


Segment B- Filipino 
“JOAN BAKAWAN”. 
John Rijz G. Gabaon Segment B - English 
Grade МІ, Paco Elementary School ” sam: A "PAGLAUM" 


Paco,- Obando : Andionne Celeste Parlade 


|. Bulacan Mirlam College Grade School. , ; 


E г — ———7- Loyola Heights, aee 
Ф Wu Ww an x „26 


аР 


EX =. 


м 
o 


PACIFIC PLANS GREPALIFE 


PACIFIC PLANS, INC. GREAT PACIFIC LIFE ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
A YGC Company A YGC Company 


Adorno f—HIYAS 4 = ? : Joy Museos 
infocoň „= ` 4 Se 2 "S n 

bio research 8082 с pd wavpspecd KRAFT A: vafe e А К? Ё Eo (П 
Ноџѕе = С S 7 3 = M 


se high-powered vece atap Gros Sw hemes pambata 


untamed adventure? 


To download, go to myGlobe WAP site. 
Under What's New, click on 


aues | найы Je wi pe 
Tap t mige 25 ] Ё 


ж Nickelodeon Colored Wallpaper. 
“а 1 m B Я 7 
а eiie ч Colored Wallpaper rate: Р20.00 
Г 
d MMS compatible phones: Nokia 3530, 
а 3650, 6100, 6610, 7210, 7250, 7650, 
гуа , , , , , , 
М А Marianne | Sony Ericsson P800. 
marianne 


Eis ROF fuor de. Ч aia к. To download, text the following to 2200: 
weliza1 ^  wnigelt ^' wdebbie1 wdonniei | For TEXT CARDS, type in TC (keyword) 
iz (етт = vcwa ех: ТС wlogo2 

[v 29 "91 BR UV For ICONS, type іп L (keyword) 

910901 ggingert ех: L wlogo1 

DOES ES 2 Text PHONE to 2375 for a free list of 

ma RS ; compatible phones. 

KA À 225, 1 Icons and Text Cards rate: P15.00 


wnigel2 wdarwin2 


DEM meo T ASF B f ww: Text NICK to 2333 for a 
» “| k ae 4 cn oy le ‘èri: quick list of downloads. 


Е making ла ы possible Glebe 


7 HANDY CHONE 


gs united. d MTRCB RATING -G 7 
international Ù s IN CINEMAS APRIL9 ` 
pictures эш. 


© 2003 Viacom International Inc. All Rights Reserved. Nickelodeon, The Wild Thornberrys and all related titles, logos and characters are trademarks of Viacom International inc. 


